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Gossip of Railwaymen

THE St. Francis musical art society
held the final"concert of the sea-
son, last, evening

\u25a0_in. the colonial

ballroom at the St. Francis, hotel
and the affair,was a -brilliant and suc-
cessful ending ,to the, series of winter
concerts by famous artists. The vio-
linist Mischa Elman was the attraction
last 2evening- and several hundred
guests assembled to hear the program.
Among-those who entertained box par-
ties were:

-
Mrs.•?Eleanor -Martin Mr. and Mrs. Horace E.
Mr. and \u25a0 Mrs." William -Pillsburj

G. Irwin
' Henry T. Scott;

Mr. and Mrs.' William Mr. and Mr«. .Walter
-B. Bourn Martin

Mr. and Mra. George Miss Jennie Crocfeer -.
A.'XewhaU'

' .• .-
• •

Mr. and Mrs. William Mayo Newhall
sent out 'cards ;yesterday for the mar-
riage of their daughter. Miss Margaret
Newhall, and Athol> Mcßean. which
will.take place May 12 at high noon
in:Trinity Episcopal church and will
be followed by a reception at the New-
hall home.^Eßtej• • •

Miss .Fernanda Pratt will entertain
Thursday, April29. at an Informaltea
to be given at'her home in compliment
toIMiss Nellie Grant, the charming
granddaughter of General Grant, who
Is the guest of relatives in this city.
Only the younger friends of the hos-
tess have been bidden for this occa-
sion. ...... . •. -

• • •.
;Mrs. Edward Eyre ,entertained yes-

terday at an,informal luncheon given
at her home 'in:Sacramento street in
compliment to .Mrs. William Mlntzef,
who has recently returned from v the
east. Among those who greeted ,the
guest of honor; on this occasion were:
Mrs. Newman \u25a0_'.Mac- Mfra Bearer.

t«ren Mrs. James Otis- •

Mrs. Patrick Calhoun . Mrs. Walter MacGarin•• , *
"The Presidio hop last evening was a

particularly .enjoyable affair .and at-
tracted more than. 100 guests to the
'officers* club. A number of dinner
parties preceded the dance andamons
the elaborate dinners was that given
by Captain and Mrs.'' Sterling Postley
Adams. The table decorations were
entirely In pink. Covers were laid
for the following guests:

-
Miss' Marria 'Fee S |Ml«» Elizatetli SimpsonJ
Jerome Fee . Ueut. Naylor. U. S. A.
Mi**Uollj- MacGaTin Miss \u25a0 Nancy Clart
A. J. Owon 0 Miss ElUa McMallln
Edward Gunn j

. • • •
Mrs. Anna Farrell and her daughter.

Miss Kathleen Farrell, are making a
tour of the holy land and at last ac-
count were in Nazareth visiting the
places of historic interest. They will
visit Damascus and expect to arrive
in Naples early in May.- • • •

Mr. and .Mrs. Frederick Sharon, ac-
companied by Miss Florence Brecken-
ridge, are enjoying a delightful stay In
New York, but .will sail Saturday 'for
Paris, .where they will remain for the

greater part of "the summer and will
return in October in time to be present

at the opening of the new Palace, hotel. .• •; ••
, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Josselyn leave
about May 1 for New York and will
sail shortly for Paris, where they will
pass the summer.• • •

"\u25a0"

The friends of Miss Anna Weller
will be delighted to learn that the at-
tractive debutante Is recovering from
her injuries, sustained in the recent
runaway 1accident at San Rafael, and
it Is hoped that her complete recovery

willbe a matter of only a few day*
longer. •... * •

Baroness Damle de Croze will leav©
In& few days for Xew York and after
a short stay In the eastern city will
sail for Paris, where she expect* to
remain during the summer.• • • '

Lawrence McCreary expects to leave
shortly for New York, and after a
brief stay in the east will sail for
Europe, where he will travel during

the summer.
•». •

\u25a0

Mr. and Mrs. K. E. Miller have re-
turned after an extended visit in the
east and are at the Fairmont for the
early summer.• « •

Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Crowley sailed
this week, from New -York on the
Prinzess Irene and will enjoy a leis-
urely tour of Naples and Genoa and
other Interesting cities of Italy.

•. • •
." Henry P. Bowie hasopened his home,

"Sovern Lodge." in El Cerrito parV.T""
and willprobably remain at the pretty H
country place during the summer since g
he has recently returned from a tour
of Europe and the orient.• • \u25a0 •

One of the enjoyable affairs of the
week was the informal dinner given
by Mis3Erna St. Goar at her home In
California street. Among the young
people who enjoyed the hospitality of
the hostess on this occasion were:
Uins Mareia Fee Ina LanzstrotU
Miss Helen Baker Jack Lowe
MU* Edith Lftwe Harold Klnsham *
Mis.* Margaret Ross Georg* Wlllentt
Miss Dorothy Woods JFred St. Goar• * •

MI3S Maud Wilson entertained last
evening at a bridge party given at Tier
home In Pacific avenue In compliment
to her house guest. Miss Beatrice Wet-
more. ttSHS• • • BK3p

Mis3Flood and Miss Sally Maynard

leave one week from Saturday for an
extended visit in the east.•• .•

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Selfrld?r«" have
returned to their home in Wlllltts
after a brief stay In town.• «\u25a0 •

Mr. and Mrs.. Robert Hayes Smith
are enjoying a motor tour of the
southern part of the state and have
returned to their home In Wllllts
on the trip.

Answers ta Queries

/HTMIE water rate payers of San Francisco are in receip/t officially
| from the hands of President Bourn of the Spring Valley

•\u25a0\u25a0 water company of an arithmetical definition of a "sensible"
man. When Mr. Bourn, through his mouth-
piece, the Chronicle, announced that "a
sensible man" 'would give the water company
all it demanded in the way of rates there was
a certain embarrassing.' vagueness about the
proposition. Of course,' in the view announced

•.by the Chronicle the city had been wrong from "the beginning of•- the six years fight in the courts concerning water rates, and a
."sensible man" would make immediate surrender on all points and

'••dismiss the suits or confess judgment. The Chronicle, however,
did not put the conditions of surrender in terms of arithmetic, and
.this omission has been supplied with effusion by Mr. Bourn.

It appears, then, from Mr. Bourn's protocol laid before the
• board of supervisors that *'a sensible man" is of three degrees, posi-

tive, comparative and superlative. The positively sensible man
:would give the water company by official decree a 15 per cent
advance of rates. The comparatively sensible' man would put up
the rates 20 per cent, and the incomparable superlative and .fine
flower of this arithmetical progression would allow Mr. Bourn's
corporation a thumping 25 per cent increase. 'y

Mr. Bourn's eagerness for a settlement on his own terms at
,'rhis particular stage of the proceedings is easily explained. After
".dragging through the courts for six years the suits to define the

value of the Spring Valley plant and settle a definite basis for mak-
ing*water rates are at last in a way to come up for trial. Mr.Bourn
does not like the situation at all. The case for exorbitant rates
made on behalf of his corporation has broken down, and he knows
as much. If judgment could be stalled off by compromise it would
be a great victory for the corporation. In fine, Mr. Bourn, with
the assistance of the Chronicle, is working a. bunko game on the
board of supervisors and the public.

The supervisors willnot, of course, be fiimflammed. The plain
and unavoidable course is to proceed to judgment in the water

• rate suits, making no bargain of any sort with.Spring Valley. Mr.
Bourn is fertile in propositions and all of them are in dishonest
derogation of the rights of rate payers. With, such people there

one safe course and that is toSiold them at arms' length and
.give them just what the law allows and no more.

Press the water' suits to judgment. Disregard all propositions"
.for compromise and proceed without faltering on the Hetch Hetchy
/project. It is a simple program, honest and straightforward, but
it does not please Mr. Bourn or the Chronicle. It would be more• ••sensible*' to give the greedy monopoly *a quarter more.

America 's

Shame on

the Seas

Consequences
ofthe Spokane
Rate Decision v

THE Spokane rate decision by the interstate commerce com-mission has become a cause of confusion in railroad offices
anri traffic managers are in much doubt as to the meaning

and of the rule. .In fine, the com-
mission appears to have decided as little as
possible- and left the rest in the air. Chiefly;
the decision holds that the rates charged to
Spokane from eastern points by the Hillroads
were unreasonable because they were excess-

ively*high: But Spokane is served by two systems— the Hill arid
Harriraa'n roads.. The Hillline from the east is only 1,500/ miles

1

in length, whereas the Harriman road is 2,300 miles. It is clear;
then, that an excessive rate for a 1,500 mile haul might be quite
reasonable when charged for 2,300 miles. Biityin tlic service of > a
competitive point the low rate must govern transactions. TheOregonian puts the dilemma rtius:

If the rates ordered by the comriiissjon are, reasonable for the Hin:lineswith a 1,500 mile haul,: they are certainly unreasonable fort the; Harriman \u25a0

3mes, .which have. a much longer haul. If the Harriman 5lines accepts therat
n
°

commiss 'on
"
as a permanent :or compulsory rate, th'eylwill*vif-"tually admit the reasonableness of the rate. This in turn would leave the

Tatc of the Hilllines, witli;al,soo mile-haul,, much to6:hiiih; and more'l^h-

T Tis slow business getting people interested even in so meritorious
iIa product as raisins. A great deal is heard in California about
1raisins and the work of advertising them that is in progress, but

the movement proceeds slowly. It is a hard
matter to move a great and inert mass, to
excite even a passing interest among the busy
communities distant from the point of .pro-
duction and wrapped up in their own affairs.

. We think in California that a great deal is
being done for raisins, but here is the way# it seemed to the New
York Journal of Commerce one day last week:

Buyers still display apathy toward raisin's, but the more sanguine in thetrade attribute this to the fact that retail distributers and consumers are not
yet posted as to the campaign that is being pushed by the growers from the
coast end and which has been gradually working east, the purpose of which.;s to make April 30 a national "Raisin day.". Some of the'local brokers havetaken step,s to create buying interest by calling attention to the date by a
stamp placed upon their correspondence, while others are going further andare issuing circular letters to the trade urging that jobbers bring the matterprominently to the attention of the retailers. In the meantime very littleactual business is being done in spot goods, and while a considerable quantity
"js moving from the coast it seems to be chiefly in the shape of consignments
made in anticipation of the demand, which it is hoped willbe created by theliberal advertising of "Raisin day" that is being%done, particularly in the.west. The market here is unsettled and weak.

We have been talking raisins in California for a month or more
and they have just about begun to hear of it'in trade circles at the
east. Apparently no impression had been made on the consumers
or prospective consumers of the product. The advertising had not

\u25a0reached them and the trade was only beginning to anticipate the
movement.. There is only one ascertained law of advertising, andit is that if you have a meritorious product you must keep ever-
lastingly advertising it. Itis slow and "difficult at the start, but itquickly gains accelerated force and volume of results.

THE traveling vicissitudes of the Hicks family supply:a:melan-
choly commentary oh the. decline of, the American merchant
marine. :W. J. Hicks, a prosperous mechanic of this city, left-

his children behind in Australia when he came
here. Doing 'well at his trade in this city.Ke

, wanted to bringhis family here.
""

He had the
money and prepaid; the fares at !this end. That
was three months ago and the children arrived

• here Tuesday. 'A normal ;voyage from Aus-
tralian ports. to San Francisco should last about a rrionth^arid that
would be the time if there were a direct steamship line on:this route.
As things are, the voyage is broken and transfers from; one 'ship
to another must be; made at Honolulu '.or;"some other port on the
Pacific. Of course, the inconvenience and delays due to these trans-
fers kill the regular passenger trade, which -was formerly very con-
siderable. Worse still, it has: destroyed' the! trade that had^grown
up between Australia and the Pacific coast; because roundabout, viA
certain service is fatal to ;a profitable' c6rrirnerce.7 'The mails^of
course, are delayed, and, in fine,, the Pacific ocean, is eliminated as
a factor in trade with the Australian continent as far as the United
States is concerned. \u25a0'^M \u25a0

'"'" ' " *^ ' •

The ocean mail carrying bill which the -house of representatives
of the late congress defeated by three: votes :"would,-,if.passed;-h"ave
provided the remedy; for this disgraceful condition:;; The "bill was
not a subsidy measure, but:provided -pay. for -legitimate service; on
a scale to make the: undertaking '(commercially :possible; It:;will
scarcely/be .'denied that a direct','mail arid passenger service between
the Pacific coast and Australia is a.necessity of civilization demanded
by the requirements, of.commerce. :'\u25a0 ..

gation would necessarily ensue. The Harriman lines are apparently fight-
ing against the order, which would force them to admit that the Spokane
rate is"a reasonable rate for a 2,300 mile haul. If:it is reasonable, then, Colfax,
Walla Walla, Pendleton and all of the intervening.points are entitled to a
lower rate and willsurely get it. .;

If theTates are unreasonable, the O. R. &N.'Ayillnotbe Qbliged to obey
the commission -order,'- arid it vvould- be optional with,the •company "whether,
it should put into effect any_ rate necessary- to;m?et thai,of its competitors
and at the same time cut the rate oh allO.\R.:&.N.?p6ints in Spokane terrftpry
which could be reached with shorter.mileage. For-the same reasons Spokane
willalso lore practically all of her jobbing" business' east of the city. ; ">?;•='-

Before the commission gave its decision Spokane rates "were
determined by regard for the law that :absence of water competition
justifies higher charges, although the distance may' be considerably
shorter. Thus the rates from Chicago; to Spokane lwere higher^ than
from Chicago to Seattle Portland,

rwhere, competition by sea is
available. The commission'does not set aside this principle, which,
in fact, is founded on the facts of geography, but merely decided
that the.- Hill roads had been making too much money on the
Spokane haul. The decision is obviously an invitation to further
protracted litigation. ,- ,.

E. B. McCord, the veteran passenger-

man of the Southern Pacific, has a
poetical nature, is a lover,of the beau-
tiful,no matter in what shape, and lives
at rFruitvale. In that charming spot
he raises flowers /which would excite
even thefenvy of a W/'A. Bissell.

'His!
rose 3are even more fragrant "

than
those grown at Berkeley or Alameda,
while-his lawns are the wonder of tha
county, r.

.Despite the tender care he lavishes
on his Paul Xerons and bis Cecllß
Brunei-?, snails and slugs infest garden
and satisfy their appetites on beautiful
petals. His anguish can be imagined,
for the buds he would sport in his
lapel are ruined by these awful crea-
tures.;..

He would go to church on Sunday
mornings,. he says, but the snails. keep
him at home, and in his garden he
spends, the time hurling slugs and
snails to their destruction In the road-
way.

One -morning he heard excited ex-
clamations Issuing from the / lips of
excited Frenchmen on their way "to a
club In a villa a few yards away.

"Sacre!" he heard one man. shout,
"this man must be a Goth, a" Visigoth,
a barbarian, to throw into the street
these lovely animals.

'
1,-will approach

him. Iwill speak with him. Yes, I
will even if it costs me my life. Say
farewell to me, beloved r ones. If J
perish. x

;'"Are_you the man that kills to their
death these harmless, "valuable^*, and
beautiful things?" *\u25a0 said t!:e French-
man to McCord, pointing to a snail
on~ a rosebush.

'

"You bet Ido."
"Man, you are Insane!" cried the

Frenchman. "You are mad to destroy
a delicacy like this."
.:McCord reached ,for his pruning

knife. He thought he was in the
presence of a lunatic'
V"Hold!""shouted the Frenchman. "I
eat them. We eat them. You eat them."

"No.Idon't," shouted McCord,. aghast
at the suggestion, that he devoured
snails.

"Well," said the Frenchman, "you
look intelligent. .Suppose we make a
bargain. Our man come to your gar-
den, and gather the snails. They are of
the delicious variety."

"Well, yes," said McCord, "but. he
must come on Sunday or else what ex-
cuse' have Ifor my wife to stay at
home?"

\u25a0
;; .;-• < •' • \u25a0 .

.Considerable interest Is being taken
in the location of the ticket, office of
the Western Pacific, as .it.is understood
that seven different place in^ Market
street," "west of the Palace hotel, have
been selected,'- and \u25a0 that the choice of
these places rests with the president. It

—
«s^

is thougrht that the new Gould road will
get as near to thd office of the South-
ern Pacinc as possbrfe. and as the Flood
building will houae railroad offices for
several years to come, the Western Pa-
cific passenger office willbe somewhereclose by. It is rumored also that "W
J. Shotwell will be the head of the
freight and passenger departments on
this coast. Judging- from the progress
that is being made in building the line,
and if nothing unforeseen happens itshould be ready for traffic by the endof September.

Notwithstanding the prohibition
movement m various states wine ship-
ments of California, both railand water
«>°«,?o Small increas « over like periodsof 1903 when compared for the firstthree months of this year. The rumor
that congress is to increase the duty on
French wines, it was thought, would
result In increased shipments from thatcountry to the consequent detriment of
California tonnage, brut Ifsuch is thecase the effect has not been shown as
Jiet- • • •

The Santa Fe has opened a new routevia \ick3burg. Miss., and Shreveport.
La., from southeastern territory toCalifornian points. This will be a pre-
ferred route for southeastern traffic asit Is considerably shorter from the ma-jor portion of this territory than
routes^iow in effect by East Sit. Louis.New Orleans »nd Memphis.• • •

Bartholomew Jullen. master car
*«h w.n, the Unlo,n Pacific at Omaha,
and William Point, his assistant, haveInvented a steel platform for baggageand mail cars. The latter Includes steelend construction connected with a rigidfloor frame, roof and sides traces so ar-ranged as to take up and distribute theforce of a blow in a colllsign. Restst-
M
n-C
i
c to,a P«ssur e of 750.000 pounds la

XKS Plat£rm? enter t** SS^'•• • •
r.^Jl,Mlll1*« general manager of the
r«^KBa3i:Rosebu fS and Eastern, isIn the city. Thts line will connectDrain. Ore., on the Shasta route withIs now under construe-Eha/. s

llS sP«ak»°S v
of,the work.that is being done In that"country saidthere were several logging roads beingbuilt to get out the timber which labeing cut in immense quantities.• • •

Some Idea of the territory throughwhich the Pan-American railroad runscan Ab« Earned from the fact tha?a 3.000,000 tie order has been plSed bya firm dealing in ties to be cut fVnm.strip .of land 30^miles ibng tnroughh«ch the railroad passes, WbSSJi52,000 acres. It i» ln the stat* 5Chiapas and is covered with Splniah

ABDUL HAMID

;\u25a0 PAST held by'the;walls;of:Yildiz,' ...;\u25a0' In the city of blood and; tears,
Lies 'the; tyrant Turk, and about him lurk

; The shades offa doom that nears :
,;vThere is death/in his yizierV.whisper/ '

\u25a0.There is/death in his slave girl's lyre, :
And.the";sun of morn o'erthe ;Golden Horn
Writes death. in its rays of fire.

' .. . \u25a0-'
'

\u25a0yHE 'ghosts of '_ the midnight revel,'
For/ they hear the' avengers'- tread, " '-<

•Andj the, fiends rejoice Ayitha mocking voice
"As;they, gatherto claim"their Dead/ <:K -\u25a0

'

See! v-The {sacked and-thebowstringed legions" \u25a0

' "

-From the Bosphorus risej '. ,
;:Andj.the shrieks resound; of1the harem's drowned

"

;
Who Hasten to^ grasp their prize, i "? *..'•*'.*;.'

;KJOW woe't6ahe-Sultan.Hamid! J
' {

.\
"

•^ Lo! the :writinß,is'*o~n the wall,-; " '

\u25a0"\u25a0 \u25a0. Ail^"^ ;-
? Pf^Midhat^and^MurVd %sjfai^!:vO '̂\u25a0-':.. r. r N

, .Through tYi/diz'the death cryjechoesj -^
From ;his bosom. shall-hope depart:

'
' '

1

-horde
'' '

O. H. FERNBACH

Impertinent Question No. 100
What's a Bargain?
m*mn iimmwi miiTlfri 3 . . .

For/ the,\u25a0 most -original or wittiest answer to this question—the
.briefer the better-— The Gall willpay FIVE DOLLARS;-;,;-Fpr/tKe':nat^e"anwera. ? TOe Gall willpay ONE DOIJ\u25a0\u25a0V^ffs E^H/JPrizewinnii^ answers will^^printed nextWednesday and checks mailed to the winners at once. Make

-.your answer short and SEND IT ON A POSTAL
CARD to

IMPERTINENT QUESTIONS,

\ -•' '.\u25a0\u25a0-'*\u25a0. , * - '
Wlanlßg A«iW *rs to «Wbaf. aa im^rUntnt Qaestlonr*

t.-,.': |5 prixe to Edward S.'.Aobe'. general hospital.. Presidio, thy.
She.asked it all right—lSrriyed.horne'ari a. m.

: fl.prlzc^to M. Cnrlstensen. 2009 Folaom street, city.*.
AVhat Call reader doesn't know, after 99 lessons ?

\u25a0.;„ : ilprize to L.'Chctwood. room 812." Sheldon building, city. • *'£
A short cut to .a sharp answer..

$1 prUe. to L. Schumann, 233 A street. -Richmond district, city.
The real thinpr to "start somethinj?." >

$1 prize to G.;.Bertolacci, 1«14 MHtU street. Berkeley.
\u25a0. _ om my.year and a halt experience, a'synonym for:"stune

"
flprize,to C.J. Lister. 311;Crocker building, dty.

3LwS.
"Asjting/Jor -a slot.machine after July 1 without a search

*»•- ANTI-CHrNESE^-P.]G4B.Vtclty.^WliPn= was
in« California?

AMBASBAnoKS^A:iK.,:ißelmoht,rCal. •nid
President Taft s rpmore; any; ambassador :betweentheIdate of the ]Inauguration '

and 1 20 day*.*
tbere<after?";:!, :.,-,:\u25a0 r.-.-.. ••-,- O- c:-v:..';-.

\u25a0;;Ue'dldinotr-:: '-
Vv'

;
--;. ;'\u25a0'-; - 'K- .': \u25a0' I

ST. GAUPEN COlNS— Subscriber/* City.' Wherecan I-ascertain \how many St:.Uauden coins wereminted?, ; ... •. :\u25a0.: :\ ,, '..- \u25a0•••;:\u25a0" "
j-

Addrpsg \.a^ let ter^.of
~-

inquiry., to the
directonof the'UnUedlStates'mint.'-

' -^''

".THREES DATES—A:-5:.., Cupertino, -
Cal. On"

what 5 day .'of *the
*

week \did
'

theIfollowingIdates
fall:sS May;36, ISS4; Norember 0,

-
IS&*..and S«n-tember;B,tll94/' f '\u25a0•,;'\u25a0 v-... • ,-./^

'.*:.Respectively; Thursday,' )Sunday;and
Saturday.', -:''; . ;,

*

,'Atllast 'accounts jthe 'governrnent was
dredgingithe' harboriso :as ,to vmake".lt
a naval sbase fan"d repair station. " \

PEARL HARBOR— H.D., City.. What Is to*United \u25a0 State* government doles at
'
Peart harbor

Hawaiian Islands,,' at.this time?". •:*%\u25a0:, ... .
"

The <best -book- that this fdepartment
can "".referiyou -to;is :the \u25a0 codes >of, the
state,, which will give you 'the law on
the

1-subject. :.
'> \u25a0"• \u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0 p

~
\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0

'
INCORPOR.WIOX-ls. E. A., Red Bluff, Cal.

Tell me^where:! can procure a boot of informa-tion onr.the j
;subject » of-;Incorporating

-
a smallcommercial'company f

in;CaHfornU?' \u25a0

POPULATION OF THE EAUTTP-E. V."R.,Berkeley,- Cal. ;It? has ,been asserted, that theentire; population lof \u25a0\u25a0 the earth could- be accom-
odated ?ln J the state lof Texas \u25a0by .placing ninepeople on:erery.acre ;in! the state.

—
Is this so?

What .Is-; the 'population of' the earth? -"Whatis
the :areaVof^tie .state '\u25a0 ot .Texas :in square "miles ?

population'; of; the dearth" Is esti-
mated^ at;1,522.7^,000.-; The igross area
in^square .miles ;of the* state of Texas
}5.;265,750. .There are^ 640,; acres to the
square -mile. V

" '
•

-

CLAKA STREET— J.'C.' C City.. Wnat 'is
the proper name ?of•• a street . which utarts \u25a0> at
the •: n-nst fHue of;, Itltch street, between ';,Folsom
and Harrison,- running went

'
to

-
Sixth? Is" itClara or Clary? \u25a0

•>....
_. Before

*

the Tbig. 'fire "\u25a0 of: 190fr— that
street 'had _ a ;dual - name—Clary and
Clara;. (back: in'the fifties, when
the small; streets >south of Market were
named, names '.were' used to
designate Hhem,* such asi Minna,; Jessie,
Clementina' and so on;; and the\ street
you'-ask"; about?. was called ;Clara. "In
latter £years. tso ;the • {story; goes, a
painter 'was told to^paint' street- corner
signs^and'. when' it cam*: to Clara, hepainted* .one; <,"Clary" -and ;being too
tired, to:make 1the. change- Viet It.go-at
that," and it f went up on one of the
corners. \u25a0

- •
•

;,This""questlon has often been asked,
but ifis" impossible; to_ give,a thor-oughly satisfactory reply. In the lit-
erature of thei-last two centuries thereare found mariyj;references to the day,
but 'beyorid that it:is .impossible to go.
The (.antiquarians

'
appear to"be .unable

to' trace :the' origin of..the custom of
April;fooling.: One suggestion 13 to
the., following effect: It is -supposed
that 'the custom of playing; tricks on
the Ist of -AprJllwas derived from some
pagan, custom,-; such as the Hull festival
among/the- Hindus or -the; Roman fes-
tival »of^fdols?

'
.The practice prevails

in many countries- and itiiia might in-
dicate -

that the. custom dates .away
back to;the early.history-, of the race.1

FOOL'S DAY—-Subscriber, Mare Island, ana
A. 8.C., City. What Is the origin of all fool'sday on April 1?

v The law relative} to expatriation
says: "When any naturalized citizen
shallIhave resided for.[twoIyears ,in
the ;foreign -state^from which he came,
or."five years in ony'other foreign state.
itOshall be that he has
ceased to>be *an American citizen and
the place of

'*
his general abode shall

be deemed *his place of"residence dur-
ing /such years. Provided^ however,
that such presumption may be over-
come }on the presentation ;of satisfac-
tory evidence to a diplomatic or con-
sular officer of the United States, un-
der such rules 1;and regulations as the
department of state, may prescribe; and
provided also,' that no American citi-
zen shall be allowed to expatriate hlm-
helf when this country is at war." -

. EXPATRIATION—M. M.,Sonderb«rg, Ger-many. Iresided In Saji Francisco, where '\u25a0 I
wag naturalized In IST6.. Ured there until Oeto-
her. .1006, left for Germany and bare lived here
ever since, but ?It has :always.been my Inten-
tion to return to S»n Kranciaco. HaTe I\u25a0 lost
my American cltzenship?.
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