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the Bluejacket, with headquarters at
Newport, R. I, are the superior pe-
riodicals, the former in size and typo-
graphic dress easily excelling many &
land magazine. Our Navy s pub-
lished monthly by R, C. Shepherd, a
yYeoman or clerk attached to the sta-
tion at Goat island, and the Blue-
jacket 1is launched semimonthly by
Chief Yeoman Fred J. Buenzle at
the Newport naval training station.
Buenzle is the service editor who sub-
Jected himself to arrest to test the
Rhode Island law that allows theaters
and halls to discriminate against uni-
forms of the enlisted men of the army
and navy. He lost, but still fights
through the columns of his publica-
tion.

The foregoing has to do with the
class of publications issued on our
ships of war with the regularity of
weekly inspection or the monthy gen-
eral muster, There is another type
of navy mnewspaper printed as the
spirit moves in literati among the en-
listed men of battleship, tug, cruiser,
submarine or destroyer. To this class
belongs “The Crulse of the United
States Flagship New York Around the
World,” a 23 page account of the globe
encircling trip made by the New York
from March 32, 1901, to November 24
of the same year, the cruise affording
visits to 59 ports in 12 countries by
the warship. This publication wgs a
feat essayed by a printer on the bat-
tleship, who set the type of the text
of his story as he salled and went to
press as the New York entered the
Golden gate, completing {ts cruise of
37.552 mliles. “An Insight Into Navy
Life” and “Three Months of Naval
Training” are also typical of the short
lived class of navy literature, both of
these publications having been fath-
ered by an enlisted man after the ex-
piration of training cruises by the U.
8. 8. Mohican. Illustrative of the
magnitude of the task implied by pube
lications of this nature, it might be
mentioned that the latter named pam-

phlets were profusely illustrated with
halftones and required 40 octavo pages
each for the navy author to recount his
remarkable history. ]

Save that “from the beginning it
was not so” little is known of the
origin of navy papers, for, strange to
say, they seem never to have received
official recognition from any secretary
of the navy, and their existence is not
written into the records of the bureau
of navigation. THey have found no
place in the statistics of the civilian
press, and the story of their birth may
to the end remain unsung. It is cer-
tain, however, that the advent of the
printing press into navy flagship
equipment was responsible for the first
man-of-war’s man paper, as it has been
for the survival of the enterprise
which is forging ahead with a bound
as the United States navy grows larger
and stronger. Find the bureau order
that first authorized admiral, commo-
dore or commander to “rate” a print-
ing press. This will lead to the United
States navy's first printer and upon
him it is safe to say will fall the -hon-
or of being the navy's ploneer editor.
Mayvhap the combat of the Constitution
and Guerriere was vividly described in
a ship paper and is lost to those ¢om-
ing after, History of United States
navy journalism is a story in itself
and perhaps this, the first known
memorabilia of warship editors, may
bring it forth. It is to be hoped either
the patriarch of the mavy’s active list
or a venerable member of the retired
commission or enlisted corps will
delve into reminiscence of yvre and
tell the tale, if not of the first, at least
of the early warship publications.

Paramount among the features of
warshlp newspapers and magazines is
the fact that enlisted men culled from
every path of life are the sole editors
and publishers, upon . whom devolves
the really huge task. Not officially
recognized, the papers must be pre-
pared in the spare time of the ship
Jjournalists. .This is ‘a hardship, but

The remuneration being great there is
no cursing of printer's devil or invo-
cation of anathemas by the yeomah or
clerk editor and the sole printer, who
usually form the complete editorial staff
and management. No navy paper {s
sold at less than 10 cents the copy,
many bringing as high as 50 cents or
a dollar. The subscription is never less
than 25 cents a month for a weekly or
$1.60 a year for a monthly. Price,
coupled with the natural generosity
and enthusiasm of the sailorman, makes
the way of the mariner journalist
roseate despite his trouble. Few blue-
Jackets are satisfied with one dubscrip-
tion, and on ships where papers are
published man-of-war’'s men frequently
subscribe for as many as a dozen copies
as substitutes for letters to relatives
and friends. Take a battleship with
its thousand men, They will literally
eat up an {ssue of ten thousand copies
to the delectation of the “business of-
fice”” And there is no deadhead list
either, although the admiral or ‘cap-
tain is usually supplied with a dozen
coples, for which he graclously pays
before his detachment to other decks,
otheér seas or to shore duty. Officers
are always bountiful subscribers, and
secret orders for 100 copies of the ship
paper arée numerous when a “striper”
or “warrant” is ‘praised in -editerial
squib wor “joshed” by innuendo easily
explained by letter to proud mother,
waiting sweetheart and anxious frieads.

Then advertisements are a source of
additional revenue. Every ship has
one or two or more barbers, and tailors
galore. These in a quarter, half or
even a full page will exploit the per-
fection of their workmanship in the
ship paper, and the commissary store
or canteen under the jurisdiction of the
paymaster frequ y seeks the same
avenue of publicity. To this advertis-
ing space, which lags little behind shore
rates, add the advertisements contrib-
uted by merchants of ports visited by

1

gléan by thelr enterprise.
fitting to remark that navy editors as
a rule are select In selling space to
advertisers, and though' evidently re-

Here It is

mote from a man-ofgwarsman's feel-
ings, many of them actually refuse to
advertise saloons or liquors. Careful
scanning of Our Navy, San Francisco's
navy paper, will not elicit a saloon or
liquor boost, and The Bluejacket of
Newport announces editorially that it
will not accept advertisements that
might urge “Jack” to pick a new brand
of Intoxicant or patronize another cor-
ner saloon.

Here are sample ads of a warship
paper which sold space to its canteen
and a ship’s tailor:

“$ Notice $ Socks, suspenders, collar

buttons and everything the heart de-
sires can be purchased at Malone’'s Em-
porium, No. 2 Port Galley avenue.
Fastern agency for Lowney's choco-
lates.”
" “Get a genuine flagship suit madd by
William Walker, custom tailor and
clothier. Good fit and swell cut guar-
anteed.. Patronized by the elite. No,
41144 Dungharee avenue.”

Note the odd addresses of the ship
merchants. By “No. 2 Port Galley ave-
nue” Malone's Emporium explains to
bluejackets that it holds forth on the
port (left) side of the ship on the main
deck abreast the galley, or the vessel's
kitchen. William Walker, the tailor,
.in giving his location as “No. 41144
Dungharee avenue,” intimates he
labors on the berth deck near the en-
gine room, where the “black gang” or
the engineer's force, clad constantly
in “dungharees” or overalls, holds
LOREh 20T 3

‘While in many instances the printer
allowed a flagship is the major domo
of the ship’s paper, he is not invariably
the ship’s editor. Frequently a yeoman
or clerk will be in league with the
paper is born, circulated and
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vluejacket’'s from the publication's
dblacklist. Usually the monthly appear-
ance of.the paymaster liquidates all
debts to the ship’s paper.
Commissioned or warrant officers do
not figure in the publication of war-
ship papers either as censors or con-
tributors, but as subscribers only. Here

‘ 1s proof of the navy’s diseipline, for it

is not written that a bluejacket jour-
nalist was ever silenced for disrespect-
ful comment or unwise criticism. THhis
record, however, i8 not iIndicative of
absolute extermination of criticism and
comment concerning officers by the en-
listed men editors. One navy paper is
sald to have originated the term “tea
going admiral,” referring to Admiral
Sampson, and the wag of another war-
ship sheet is given the credit of writing
that Dewey sald at the capture of
Manila bay: “You may fire when
you're ready, Gridley—I'm going be-
low" That both scribes went un-
punished shows the radius within

which the jackie journalists may scrib- .

ble safely. There is no set rule, how-
ever, and the brig and bread and water
forever hanging over the warship edi-
tor'as the sword of Damocles probably
more than indulgence are responsible
for the cleanliness of the navy's blue-
jacket press.

Wit dots the columns of warship
newspapers with the frequency of port-
holes on a battlieships. Seldom is there
a column devoted exclusively to sally;
the bluejacket’s humor is written as it
is felt, not even g death notice being
“too sober to precede or follow a bon
mot, The following excerpts from
Our Navy and The Bluejacket are sym-
bolical of the mirth of bluejacket ed-
itors in their publications:

“I am very sorry to hear, captain,
that your wife left you so uncere-
moniously.”

“My mistake. I took her for a mate,
and she proved to be a skipper.”

“Driven to it by stern necessity, the

old sallor had taken the job of run- _

ning an elevator.

““'Vast there, my hearty!” he said
to the fat man who was moving toward
the side of the car. ‘T'll have to ask
¥e to stand amidships. This craft has
a heavy list to port.’—Our Navy.

“Some unexpected articles are some-
times found in the p i of blue-
Jackets at bag Inspection, but the
landsman for yeoman at Newport, who
recently showed up with his appendix
in alcohol, deserves more than casual
mention."—The Bluejacket.

“If you kiss me I'll call mother!”
Said the maiden, fair to see.
“That is all the good 'twill do her,
“I'm no Hobson,” answered he.

& —OQur Navy.
“If the sailors use the boxing gloves

‘When they try to raise a rumpus,
‘Why don’t the captain use the gloves

-In ‘boxing’ of the compass?”’

Tt - —The Bluejacket.

“In the Volunteer the sleepy first di-
visionite says, ‘T thi I must be mov-
ing.’ '!bﬂqp‘.' returned the boat-
swain's mate, ‘But it has not been for
3°€lw.% least.’

: Des es, Ia., at the navy re-
cruiting utﬁuoa*"msunn, a man

warships and you may gauge the reve-. ! sta
nue possible torwa‘ra_hlp‘;cﬁrqﬂlz to esty, and at times fear, keeping the was recen .uy\f*ebd because he had

six toes on one foot. He was not a
mora]l man.”"—The Dluejacket.

Bluejacket editors are partial to
verse and seldom does unworthy rhyme
find place In the pericdicals under their
guidance. Typical samples of the muse
as wooed by warship poets are shown
in the following:

THE FARTHEST PORT AWAY
By E. S. B, an Enlisted Man
We weighed our anchor long ago,
Our sails were bright and clean,
A fair breeze blew—we set our prow
For lands we ne'er had seen.
Ahead the mists hid all from view,
Astern—the silent bay,
We entered on our voyage teo
The Farthest Port away.

We still are tossing on the waves
The spray oft sweeps our deck,
And now we pray our good ship may
Reach land without a wreck.
“Aye, look to your ropes, my heartiesl
& Spin sea yarns while you may,
‘We know not when our watch will
sight
The Farthest Port away.™

Farther than Cuba’s sunny skies
Than Egypt's fertile plain,
Beyond the rolling Jordan lies
The harbor we would galin,
Keep ever watchful eyes upon
Our main to'gallant stay—
If we would drop our anchor Im
The Farthest Port away.

THE DARK BROWN TASTE
(By One Whe Has Had It)

‘When you wake at one or two bells in

the morning with a head,
And your throat Is llke a furnace,
shooting blazes, flery red;
How you call for icy water,
demon long disgraced,
To remove the awful presense of that
DARK

ke a

If you keep the ten commandments it

may be you'll never know
How it is to wake In angulsh, with

your lys!eq all aglow:
But the erdinary 'sinner, while his be-

ing goes to waste,
Learns in sadness all the sorrows of

that

DARK
BROWN
TASTE.
In terming the bluejacket news-'
papers unique they are not to be con-
sidered freakish. Far, be It from such.
Comparison of them th prison papers
is ignominious and many a college
journal would fall in their sight. Pure
English marks the dress of the war-
ship joushals, their rhyme is meritori-
ous, their comedy of the chuckling va-
riety. They are a class by themselves
to be matched with none other, and, to
the observant of the bluejacket world,
they are potential in cementing man-
of-war's men to the hardship of nayy
life and iIn inducing* others to seak <
the jackie fleld—the wanderer's Utopia.
“In 10 years,” said a retired chief

boatswain's mate in his Fruitvale re-
treat :oontly. “they’ll be shipping



