MONTEZUMA S

How Nam and [tal Saved

the Life of the Mexican
Emperor from Traifors

COAT OF GOLDEN MAIL

day with the guards of the palace, so
that he might understand the maunner
of fighting in that country, so differ-
ent from anything that he had ever
known before, he was glad to lisien
to Nam while his friend related to him
the strange and wonderful things that

tezuma treats ‘us as his friendssand

that is reason enough for them to hate

"

us. hey: are jealous of our good for-
tune.” ¥
*I'd like to see them try anything,”

Ital said, lazily letting his head fall
backsamong the soft pillows, “I'm neot
afraid of them.” &

*Nor am [ if they give us” warning
so that we can defend ourselves,” Nam
replied. ~ ‘“What [ fear is that they
will lay some plot against us and make

and = very ﬂarph Nam gave Tezcan
instructions to wateh him constantly
and to report everything that he did.

Tezépn came to him in great ex-
ditement on the day after his talk
with Ital. “Igave something of great

imporiance te tell you, oy lQ&lt?r." he
said- =

mt is t?° Nam asked.

anto is a wicked man,” the slave
replied. “He is planning to kill Mon-
tezuma and make himself master of

| 4

_Hle told Ital all that he had learned
and what they must do to save Monte-
‘zuma and themselves. Kis plan was
that #@tal should bring soldiers into
the market place disguised as wmer-
chants, but with swords hidden in their
garments. They weére to post them-
selves ‘everywhere in the great square
and await the signal.

ital hastened to carry out his part
of fhe plan, while Nam put on the
dress of a slave and hurried o the
secret door from which Monteguma was

he had found in the books Montezuma our enemy instead of our ¢l : 1 &
- : - PSR y ins 1e empire in his plave. 8 T =
Montezuma, too, liked to listen to the {ziend. You must remember that we “How do vou know -this?” fo 'h.’ habit._ of le.vlng'etho’opla a
- - siories that Nam had to tell of their ad- ire strangers and that without him we “f overheard him telling some of his when he went among people in
: Zaxs ventures among the Mound Builders would have no refuge from attack.” friends what to do. They are to at- disguise. & % & “Wwhet
' > empire and the CHff Dwellers of the north be- \ “Well." Ital replied, “[ shall 'leave {ack the emperor when next he goes Manto was with the 'mkp’m i e
J o Maiine i fore they reached Mexico, and he asked it to you. In one way or another You out in disguise and slay him. It is ar- he appeagd. '"d.?\:m to:l g'??(h'.‘a
B0, awere. L3 n;an:; questions about them and ?l*‘;ml' have always managed.to find out what ranged that Manto shall pretend to to follow them without himself beinz
. the fierce men of the farthest wilder-" going on.” X sc m R reall ill not do seen.
5 § % 3 : ¥ . protect him, but he really w : s
& ness before whom the Mound Bullders  Nam smiled at his friend’s confidence so, and afterward he has promised to  They went through :evg;al_ <‘n.'~:=:.
“ﬂ}\!. been compelled to flee. - in" bim, but he was really uneasy over pardon :the : on the ground that and ‘"::”y M:nttu 1:1:-:‘ -\‘:;m“\-l:mu‘:‘w'
Nam and Ital were filed with amaze- their situation.. Although he did unot they made a mistake and did not really - visit the market p My 3 >
ow had saved h ment when they first saw the sparkx}ng; think it wise to tell Ital about it, he know whom thef weré aitacking. Later to draw nearer and his ha‘nd zrfurw-f
Mk Fa satis JTake, high up among the mountding, knew that' they were in ds AS he will reward them.” ) the dagger.that he pad bhidden in his
- ; e bout with the elty.rising out of the water. a matter of fact Moniezuma was not “Where will the attack be made?’ sleeve. 2 )
g = ' u They had not supposed that there were paopular. - He had been a t when “In’ the market place, where they Montezuha cvidently suspec red‘ not ~.
. et = S0 many people In all ithe world as he "was a voung man and hef he will lead the emperor,” said the slave. ing wrong. for he strolled OII.‘ as his
endants, great lords crowded the narrow streets -between hecame emperor. There were a greal “They hope to  escape  in: the crowd custom was, looking about him and
od terror stricker the great houses of stone or thronged muny priests in the ci and an ener- after the affair is over. You know that stopping now and then to hear what
the ‘canals which often took thesplace mous amount of gold s requir there are many thousands of people the merchante were saying.
¢ " of streets. They marveléd at the ac- support them and to i the cost of there on days.” Nam saw tha‘t as they advanced
ma ti tivity and wealth of the people, the the ceremonies that 13 i hade t e keep the socret sopme men who had been loitering al
2 « the north were a many strange inventions which they t::kj,z ., This he valued bi 3 i he lost mo ihe¥ edge of the market approach »el
was so strong saw . for the first time and at the tower- ple” were compelled pay . . ime in i A ezuma. Manto Manto and the emperor w'hr:mn 2eem
(e, g Ing pyramids. of earth and stone which taves, and severe penalties were exact- was . wi . as usual. and Nam ing t@ notice them. At the same mo
€ were devoted to the worship. of the ed of those who could not pay. Many rned 2t they were planning that meat he found ‘rir:r:sa.t.' close to It
p n the gods and. upon the tops of wh:h'h a o.f thé poorer people had to, sell their same day to go out in disguise. He ﬂ'.'iq wore a morcvq:_ra long robe
b Takt ¢/ ®sacred fire was always kept burning.  litile children or even themselves into waited: patiently until he could speak  “Be ready,” he whispered to &
yws with Ai This is hetter than the little huts slavery to avold starving to ‘death. to Montezuma without being heard by Iriend. A ;
that we used to live in beside the Moun- - Consequently there was much discon- Aanto.- “My lord,” he said, hastily, “the  Littie thinking that any precautions
€ tain 0( Storms,"” Ital said one night, tent, and as Montezuma sided/with the chief priest sends me with a message --'.l‘neen (:\kon_;'sa.‘-sv vis plot. Manto ,
; > & stretching himself at full length upon priests and ingisted that they must to vou. He instructed me to tell yeou suddenly turned toward the men who )
a couch covered with soft skins, after have all that they demanded matiers that the gods are unwilling that you ":«-i heen Enm‘lsﬁ.;: *lose by and raised
§hc slaves who had served their even- were 'O?Sl:lnl!_\' growing worse. should ilea¥e the palace today without bhis hand to his face. T}r“i was evident
y ing meal! had left them alone, As thé courtiers looked upon Nam as putting on. your armor of goldem mail Iy the signai that they had agreed
Nam knew that he referred to the a mere boy they were less careful of ynder vour cloak so that it can mnot be upon. for the xnspirators sprang for
" rigt ! poor little far off village in which they what they said and did before hini ‘seen.” : ward with a2 shout. each :lra“v ng =
i f the were born and from which hunger had than they would have been had thev Montezuma was astonished, for it sword or a dJdagger from its place of
\S driven them to seek their '!m'tunc in known him betier. He also received was never ghis custom to wear armor concealment
. the great world, and he smiled rather information from Tezcan. a young or to take arms with him on his secret ; One aof them struck at Montezuma
¥ sadly. g slave who had he\(‘n given to him ly expeditions, as that would have shown before the soldiers could stop him, but
‘ “baieg 4 “I do not know whether it is better Montezuma. By puiting this and the people who he really was. the blade was turned de by the coat
- or mnot,”” he replied slowly. “That is together he was thus able to “Why did not the chief priest him- of golden mail that the emperor had
what we have still te discover.” many secrets. Montezuma suspected self come to tell me this?” he asked. put op in accordance with his promise
“What do you mean?” asked Ital, nothing, so carefully was what was go- “The gods weuld not® permit him, to Nam. Befc sther blow could be
g 1 Nam Threw Himself on His Knees f’p""i“iﬁ' hiS] (i\\'t‘ﬁuln surprise -and start- in%' on about l:!nl'. 1fmdm' 'lhe roof ul’\the Nam replied ; [ struck, F}:}P S 3 l"-' by Ial, ove:
& ' S Y ing up on his; elbow, palace concealec rom him, and Nam Montezuma hesitated a moment “l1 powered the surprised conspirators, amn
- S ¢ / - Nam glanced over his shbulder to knew that it would be useless to tell will speak to Manto about,” he said ‘through the startled crowd Manto and
s wee v make certain that they were really him of his own fears, as the emperor at last. iz friends were being led away te
' Ke i/ ing such as we have, but their books 2lene. “I mean that we have enemies woald not pelieve him;: so he had sense threw himself upon his Knees. confinement, .o .\'?-ﬁ'wa' conducting
' ¢/ T were written in pictures, very small Who would be glad to seé sgme harm enough to hold his tongue until the -7 of you, my lord, to do nothing Montezuma F-Rual B he. Bhinee
DS / and arranged in lines. They could Pefall us,” he said. -“You must not right time came. of kind,” he said. “The chief “Again I'ewe you my life,” said the
Nan 1 / 7/ / / read books written in this manner as. think that these gourtiers. who sur- It was a habit of Montezuma fo go priest sald especially that you should empereor, “gnd you may be certain that
\ £, / easily as we can read our own books round Montezuma are our friends, how- :put into the city in disguise and mingle say ne word to any man, so that the I shall net forget it.
s batt Vi of printed words. . The pictures were .ever friendly they may _seem to be with.the people, so that he might know gods might have their will.” He was so Fitting p\fnys?-n't’nr was hestowed
I f / / / often colored to make their meaning When they are with us. They are men what they ‘were saying and how they earnest that Montezuma, with a smile. upon the traitors and the great estats
¢ 7/ ¥4 more clear. of high rank and they are very proud. fared. There was a certain one of consented to do-what he requested. of Mante, consisting of towns and vi
eques g But Ital cared nothing for the books They look upon us as wanderers who the Jords named -Manto, a cousin of But it was clear that he did it more to lages, was given te Nam and [tal. The
< artme 3 that were so interesting to Nam. In bhave no right to h'eA here, and !_'h(‘}' the emperor, who always accompanied please Nam than for any other rea- were more in faver wi Montezuma
N re the his glittering helmet and his armor of would do us harnx”ll they rr'm]d. l;‘im on these excursions. Nam did not son, and they knew that it would be' than ever, but a cloud that none at
i scholax light guilted cotton, or of gold and “I don't see why,” Ital replied; “we like this man. Hv_ never smiled eXx- usele to ask to accompany him. that time could see was gathering
£ ks 1 \ 7 8, 48 Montezuma's people silver mail, he was impatient! for war. have never done any |':l¥'|n to them. cept when he was in the presence of He thanked the emperor, and; bowing abev: their heads and their happiness
Aas ed. -y alled, had no printing or writy But when he came in after drilling all “That is true,”” Nam said, "but Moh- Montezuma, and he was cold and cruel low. hastened to find Ithl was destined to be of shert duration
T —— . -
- T . -
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