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innovation suggested by these suffra-
gists was, indeed, too radical to meet
with marked approval.

Still, no strong anti-suffrage feeling
seems to have been aroused in Califor-
nia in the early days. In truth, all
the suffrage pioneers in the state were
scarcely sufficient in number give
the movement any great prominence.
Petitions were annually presented to
the legislature without
speeches were made at stated intervals.
Meanwhile, however, the
educational and - professional

to

avail, and

struggle for
advan-

tages for women was meeting with
hearty support on all sides. “The bal-
lot—no!” proclaimed the, legislators

who were forced to puzzle their brains
over the problem. “But educational
advantages—yes! Why not?”

Withal, it was a hard fought battle

in which the women came out vic-
torious only after repeated effort.
Bettle Tator, Laura de Force Gordon

and Clara 8. Foltz, California’s ploneer
women lawyers, made a test case of
their own individual needs and
largely instrumental in bringing about
the passage of what was termed the
“woman lawyer bill,” drafted by Mrs.
Foltz in 1877. It was through these
same women that the following clauses

were

were later incorporated in the new
state constitution:
“Article 11, section 18. No person

ghall be debarred admission to any of
the cbllegiate departments of the state
university on account of sex.”

“Article 20, section_18. No person
shall, on account of sex, be disqualified
from entering upon or pursuing any
lawful business, vocation or profes-

sion.”
Women throughout the state were

quick to avail themselves of the higher
educational advantages formerly de-
nied them, though few realized, per-
haps, that their way had been cleared
of legal obstacles by a brave little body
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of so called “fanatics,” who, “aiming at
the skies,” had verily shot beyond the
housetops.

Thoroughly encouraged by what they
had accomplished, the little
band of workers set about making
more strenuous efforts to educate the
public up to appreciation of their
main motives in striving for the ballot.
Already many of their recruits were
engaged in journalistic work, and well
written suffrage

already

an

propaganda was soon

flooding the papers. A few years later
Hon. Leland Stanford and his wife,
Jane Lathrop Stanford, gave public ex-
pression to their favorable attitude
toward the woman's cause. Governor
Stanford, in a letter relating :to the

management of the university,
further emphasis to their views;

Stanfords for Equality

‘“We deem it of first importance that
the education of both sexes shall be
equally full and compléte, varied only
as nature dictates, The rights of one
sex political and other are the same as
those of the other sex, and this equal-
ity of sex ought to be fully recog-

nized.”
For a number of years the suffrage

movement centered in San Francisco
and the surrounding counties,- though
individual workers did excellent serv-
ice in other parts of the state. Clarina
Howard Nichols of Mendocino county
was early termed one of the ablest
women in the reform; Eliza Farnham
of Santa Cruz had made a host of con-
verts in her own vicinity, while Mrs.
Sarah Wallis of Santa Clara county
and Mrs. Sarah Knox Goodrich of San
Jose were almost militant —ia their
efforts to advance the interests of the
cause throughout the state.

,In 1885 the first woman's suffrage
association of southern California was
organized in Los Angeles under the
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leadership of Mrs. Elizabeth A. Kings-
bury, Mrs. Margaret V. Longley and
Mrs. Alice Moore McComas. In 1892
the southern California woman's par-
liament was organized, while other
minor clubs and leagues began to
spring up llke mushrooms all over the
state. The adoption of equal suffrage
by Colorado in 1893 gave fresh impetus
to the California movement. The same
yvear witnessed the forming of the
equal suffrage league of San Francisco,
the young woman's suffrage club, the
political equality club of Alameda
county, the Portia law elub, with Mrs.
Foltz, dean, and the woman's federa-
tion. e

In 1894 came the great woman's‘con-
gress, one of the most brilliant wom-
en's conventions ever held in San Fran-
cisco, contributed to, as it was, by the
genius the leaders in the movement,
including Susan B. Anthony herself and
the“Rey. Anna Shaw. At the national
American convention, held in Wash-
ington, D. C., in 1886, Miss Shaw pald
glowing tribute to the California work-
ers in her report:

“The woman's congress at San* Fran-
cisco was the most marvelous gather-
ing I ever saw. The newspapers said
the men weré hypnotized, or they
would not stand on a sidewalk two
hours to get into a church. Every
subject considered during the whole
week, whether it was the care of chil-
dren or the dc:ornloa of the home,
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turned on the ballot for women, and
Susan B. Anthony was the belle of the
ball. The-superintendent of San Fran-
cisco closed the schools that Miss An-
thony might address the 900 teachers.
We went the whole length of the state
and the meetings were just as en-
th@siastic.”

This congress was the forerunner
of the tremendous campafgns of 1895
and 1896, when the women of Cali-
fornia so nearly gained full suffrage
b, an amendment to the constitution.
Early in the autumn Miss Anthony
and Miss Shaw returned from the east
to lend their further aid to California
workers, and enthusiasm ran high all
over the state. Mrs. Ellen C. Sargent,
who had succeeded Mrs. -Nellie Hol-
brook Blinn to the presidency of the
state association, flung open the doors
of her beautiful home, and there the
suffrage workers made their head-
quarters for three months. Mrs. Blinn,
already prominent as a lecturer for
the republican party, was a tireless
worker and a vigorous campaigner
throughout the long, tedious siege.
In February Dr. Elizabeth Sargent,
Mrs. Sargent's daughter, and Miss.
Lucy E. Anthony arranged a series of
two days’ conventions in every county
in the state.

California’s Greatest Campaign

With the campaign once well under
way the superb energy and persistence
of the leaders broke all records. Miss
Shaw spoke every night for seven
months; Miss Anthony, hale and hearty
in the heyday of her venerable years,
toureq the state, “lecturing in halls,
churchés, wigwams, parlors, school-
houleq and the open alr”; Mrs. Harper
ran a regular column in The Sunday
Call, and Miss Anthony contributea
liberally to other papers. Mrs. Chap-
man Catt, covering a period of two
months in the state, gave several ad-
dresses every day. Miss Yates made
100 speeches, and Mrs. Nellie Holbrook
Blinn probably tripled that number.
A little clipping taken from a report
states that 260 papers in the state de-
clared editorially for woman's suf-
frage later in the campaign and that
only 27 spoke openly against it.

Vietory mz:::;,uund. The amend-
ment had alr passed both houses
by a two-thirds majority and the reso-
lution had been signed by Governor
Budd March, 1895,
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The women's magnificent campaign
drew to an abrupt close in the fall
of 1896, and the amendment was sub-
mitted to a vote of the people. Thus
endeth the chapter gravely, for the
measure was defeated. There wers
247,454 votes east; 110,365 for; 137,099
against; defeated Ry 26,744. It was de-
feated mainly by the vote of San Fran-
cisco, Oakland and Alameda.

All subsequent efforts to obtain suf-
frage for women in California—even
school suffrage—have been lamentably
unsuccessful. But for all that, the
work goes steadily on. It may be
written now that, “Once a suffragist,
always an optimist.” Susan B. An-
thony's slogan, “Failure is impossible,”
is the creed by which her followers
live. Perhaps not today; but always
tomorrow! So they who know, and
they who understand, will tell you that
the fifth star on the woman's flag will
stand for California.

Mrs. Ellen C. Sargent, the venerable
honorary president of the California
Equal Suffrage association, will tsil
you that organized work was never in
better shape In the state than it s
today. Mrs. Mary Simpson Sperry,
president of the same organization,
speaks as glowingly of the prospects
for woman suffrage all over the United
States. Her work is just now con-
fined mainly to getting signatures to
the mammoth petition that is later to
be presented to congreSs by the na-
tional organization.

Strong ‘euffrage societles exist in all
the bay cities and throughout the state.
S!nce every county in southern Califor-
nia gave a majority for the amend-
ment in 1898, Los Angeles county lead-
ing with 4,600, the wuffrage workers
are especially enthusfastic in that sec-
tlon. The majority of the leagues and
clubs are afliated with the state or-
sa?lutlon. though a few are independ-
ent.

A notable organization among these
latter is the Wage Earners' suffrage
league, which is quite as independent
as its name implies. It was formed
last September by a body of women
interested in the trade union move-
ment. “There are 3,000 union women
in San Francisco,” states Miss Maud
Younger of the executive board, “and
these are the backbone of the suff-
rage movement.” The league has 10
cent dues, and aims at a large en-
rollment of members, The president is
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Mrs. El H. O'Donnell. Other officers
are Mrs. Will J. French, Miss Louise
le Rue and Mrs. L. A. Bickell,
Owing to the work It 1s accorh,ﬂich-
ing, interest is just now centered In
the College and Professional Woman's
Fqual Suffrage league, which was or-
ganized in Boston. Since higher edu-
cation for women is the direct result
f the steadfast aglitation of the early
iffragists, the members gf this league
pay their pioneers just tribute in
espousing their cause. President
Carrie Thomas of Bryn Mawr is pres-
fdent of the league, and among ita dls-
tinguished workers is Mrs. Maud Wood
Park, who graduated from Radcliff In

now

'98. She has been especially interest-
ed in organizing most of the 35 or
nore branches the league estab-
shed in various states

Two branches of the league have been
formed in California by Mrs. Park,
covering the northern and southern

sections of the state. Miss Fannie W.

MecLean is president of the northarn
branch, which this year established
two undergraduate sections, one at

Stanford and one at the University of
California. Other officers of the league
are Mrs. Walter Starr, Mrs. Caroline

"Jackson, Mrs. Alexander Morrison, Mra

Charles Slack, Mrs. Frank P. Deering
and Dr. Adelaide Brown. o
Suffirage work throughout America

has all been along more or less conserv-
ative lines—too conservative, c¢claim
some of the mere ardent agitators,
who have a yearning toward the mili-
tant methods employed by the English
suffragettes. Despite the vigorous cam-
paigning and splendid organization of
the various socleties, women in Cgli-
fornla possess no form of suffrage
whatever. But your true suffrage
worker does not brood-—she ‘merely
works and walits, ,

The officers in the state assodiation
pesides Mrs. Sperry, the president, ‘gre:
Mrs. Mary M. Keith, Mrs. Shelly 1-
hurst, Mrs. Francisco Pierce, Mrs. Nelly
L. Scoville, Mrs. Coffin, Mrs. Ella Mitch-
ell, Mrs., Adelalde Ballard and Mrs,
Alma Kower. The honorary presidents
are Mrs. Sargent, Mrs. Severance, Mrs,
Rebecca Spring and Dr. David Starr
Jordan.

The equal suffrage league of San
Francisco, a local organization, has for
its president Mrs. Mary T. Gamage. In
the Susan B. Anthony club, Fanny Kal-
logg has recently succeeded Nellle Hol-
brook Blinn, who resigned at the be-
ginning of the year. The Politelal
Equality club of Alameda county Is the
largest organization of its kind on the
coast. Many other suffrage clubs and
leagues too numerous to mention are
to be found in all portions of the state.
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