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he was known s the Forrester con-
gtruction company, or, for short, the
F. C. C’ ©Under alias Mr. For-
rester wWas now g to sell to the
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1 Kobe and

1@ sale he

He seems to
h boy, but very young
and enthus] ic and devoid of business
instincts. It is while these four young
men are taking their tea and talking

fal
gh b

that a brilliant idea comes to “Roddy.”
He says

“s & & The most important mem-
ber of the ship’s company on a sub-
marine doesh’t draw any pay at all
and he has no rating. He is a mouse.
¢ © ¢ ] mean a mouse, & white
mouse with pink eyes He bunks In

when he smells

the
) anywhere he

engineg room and
uric gas

caping
escaping

the chief finds the leak
fsn't blown up. Sometimes
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fa kets.”
Whereupon these i , Bay youngsters
anize the Society of the Order of the

ite Mice. “The object of the soclety
is to save everybody's life. Don’'t tell
me you fellows will let a little

ite mouse save twelve hundred blue-
; it there an’ grin. You

te n You mus’ all

savVe sOm v's ife. » . . "
The scene changes again and we are
not surprised to see “Roddy” in charge
f a department of his father’s con-
struction company in Venesuela. Soon
e hears the story of General Rojas’

and bhe and his friend,
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in Curacae has made little

He has saved the life of
a restaurant one evening, when
assassin is almost upon him. The
esult of this encounter is that Roddy
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LCRAVIS FUTHOR OF
THHE WHITE MICE.

“Thrice Armed”

By Harold Bindloss, author of ‘TLorimer of
the Northwest,'’ ete, Published by Ired-
erick A. Stokes company, New York Price
$1.50,

Not our own Pacific coast but north-
western British possessions 1is the
scene of Harold Bindloss' latest story.
The tales he has to tell are of uniform
excellence, which is remarkable, for he
is one of the most proliﬁc of present
day writers,

W.‘?o full of exciting situations,
this tale ig told in rather a quiet and
contained fashion, with many loiter-
ings by the way., It is during these
loiterings that we appreciate Mr. Bind-
loss' style and find him at his best.

Here we are shown some fine pictures
of the country where the story is set;
the rough life is vividly sketched, and
the people are as real as though drawn
from life.

Jimmy Wheelock is & young colonial,

who as been a junior officer in the
royal naval reserve. He is never quite
able to forget that fact, and occa-
sionally we think him almost a snob,
but he comes out right at last. He is
summoned home because of his fath-

1ess, which seems partly caused
nervous breakdown, the result of
ss difficulties. The old man could

busi

not understand nor cope with the un.
scrupulous methods of a man named
Merrill, and he soon dies brokenhearted.

From the wreck of the fortune Jimmy
saves one freight schooner, of which
he becomes skipper, but Merrill gets
that, too, and then Jimmy has to gtake
a position on a yacht. One of the pas-
sengers on the yacht is the daughter of
his hereditary enemy, Merrill, and the
romance begins.

It "is a hard position for. young
Wheelock, for he has decided to be re-
venged on Merrill forgell his wrongs.

After many exciting scenes young
Jimmy becomes interested {n a rival
river steamboat company, which in
the end proyes to be the undoing of
Merrill,. Jimmy_  stoops to -mothing
crooked in his work to exposge the un-
derhand schemes of his enemy, but is
always upright and honorable and
fighting for the right.

Jimmy's sweetheart, Anthea, has a
gense of humor as keen as the average
American girl, and no false pride holds
the lovers apart when the time is ripe.

Some of the sea descriptions are of
the first quality, and one sees that the
author is quite as much at home on sea
as on land. The story as a whole is
well written, and it is clean and whole-
some throughout. -

Lo = >
learns that Vega hopes to become presi-
dent when he has overthrown Alvares.

Roddy receives a note secretly from
Inez, who has heard of his bravery at
the cafe and he meets her clandestinely
the next morning. Of course, he
promptly falls in love and whatever
else he does is solely for her. He ex-
plains the White Mice order, but finally
succeeds in convincing her that it is
not 2ll a joke-and that a heart in-
terest forces him to continue. She
conspires with him and decides to keep
her family in ignorance, for fear the
disappointment would be too great.
When Roddy is leaving Curacao and
gaying goodby to Inez he sees her
smile: “It was a smile that passed
swiftly, llke a flash of sunshine over
2 garden of gay flowers. It brought
out unsuspected ambushed dimples, It
did fascinating and wholly indefensible
things to her lips. It filled her eyes
with gracious, heautiful meanings.”
And Roddy takes her hand and kisses

and says:

“Now 1 know why I came to Vene-
zuela.”

Could anybody but Richard Harding

it,

Davis have written that description
and that speech.
The story moves swiftly from this

point to the end. Of course, Inez and
Roddy rescue her father and Alvarez
is overthrown and Pino Vega flees from
the country, and everything ends quite
right., A part of that closing scéne is
so typically in the author's best style
that it is quoted below:

“An hour later, alone on the flat roof
of Miramar, leaning on the parapet,
were two young people, Above them
were the blue-black s<y and white stars
of the tropics; from below rose the
happy cheers of the mob and the jubi-
lant strains of a trimmphant march.

*“*Your father,' he whispered, ‘is free.’

“The girl drew a long breath of hap-
piness,

“Yes,' she dighed.

I ‘repeat, whispered Roddy,
father is free.’

“*1 don't understand,’ answered the
girl softly.

“‘Have you forgotten?” cried Roddy.
‘You forbade me 'to tell you that I
loved you until he was free.

“Inez looked up at nim, and the light
of the stafs fell in her eyes.

“"What will you tell me? she whis-
pered.

“ will tell you,' sald Roddy, ‘the
name of a girl who is going to be
kissed in one second.’”

That is so perfect a “curtain” that
one can not but think the author in-
tends it for the stage. The play al-
most writes itself, and will be inter-
(sting as the book.

‘your
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A False Position
By Mrs, Baillle Reynolds, author of *Thal-
assa,” ete. Published by Brentano’s, New
= York. Price $1.50.

Mrs. Bailllle Reynolds is on the high
road to the position in English litera-
ture which has been vacant since the
<lea.u of Jane Austen. No other writer
of the day is conteating the position
with her, so few séeming to appreciate
how great an honor it is to be even
spoken of in the same breath with that
great writer of classics.

Mrs. Reynolds usually has a tiny
moral sttached, but it is not ‘dragged
in to the detriment of her story. In
this tale she shows what almost end-
less suffering can be caused by a silly
and needless little lie. The story is
read through with a breathless interest
not a whit abated by the fact that we
see the ending plainly in the first few
chapters,

A certain young man, the son of a
rich and titled aristocrat, has chosen

0

“Homespun”

By Lottie Rlair Parker, suther of the plays
“Way wn st'' and ‘“‘Under Southern
Skies.'' = Pyblished by Henry Holt & Co.,
New Yeork. Prics $1,50, y
Lottie Blair Parker, the author of

the still suyccessful play, “Way Down

East,” has made her first step into

fiction with “Homespun,” an absorbing

story about New England folk.

Columbus Corners is the scene of the
story and the pictures of life there
which the author gives us are quaint
and captivating.

The book is described as a humorous
story of New England life, and while
it is full of humor it {8 more like a
maving picture of rural village life.
Its humor is the quiet sort and rich
in entertainment.

There are two hrothers who go to
law over the rights to a lane and the
history of their little lives with thejr
loss of property and of social prestige
is cleverly told. A good friend, a wise
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to marry a governess. His family re.
fuses to acknowledge her, even when
she is left a widow with an infant
daughter. In the course of time she
marries an American millionaire, but
does not live long enough to enjoy the
riches very much, The husband takes
his stepdaughter to Boston and treats
her as his own. She has everything
on earth she wants, but finds on her
stepfather’'s death that he has pade
unfortunate investments and that she
ig almost penniless.

She goes to some friends of her
mother’s in England and for a short
time is gm’érness and companion in a
comfortable home, While there a
voung artist makes her acquaintance
and falls desperately in love. She is
teaching under the name of May Errol,
but really is Lady May; for she has

inherited a title from her father. The
oldest daughter in the family where
May is teaching, Zoe Crichton, has

glven her confidence to May and in this

way May knows that Zoe loves the
young artist, Guy Mallaury. May,
therefore, will not allow herself to

fall in love with him and declines his
offer of marriage.

An illness causes many changes. The
death of the old friend who has shel-
tered her Jleaves May In desperate
straits. At this peint a businessman,
an old friend of May's dead benefactor,
calls and is appalled at the prospects
for poor May. 8he is very weak from
her long {llness and has no money:;
so0 he, Mr, Edred Gravenor Fleetwood,
asks her to marry him, He is not In
love, nor is she in love, and his pro-
posal i3 quite cold blooded.

“I can offer you a good home, a large
amount of liberty, a certain soclal
position. In return, I want you to sit
at the head of my table, entertaln my
visitors, and control my household—
nothing more, I could not, as you will
see, give you this post without adding
my name, except by compromising you
in the eyes of the world,
me that we should do wel] together.
You perform certain duties for me, in
return for which yoy receive certain
advantages. I shall undertake not to
ask for more than you can give; you
will net expect more than Y offer.”

Poor Mav takes two davs to think it
over and then accepts. She has been
married a few weeks when one day
ahe is frightened nearly to death when
the door opens and in walks Guy. Px-
nlanations follow—he is the nephew of
Fleetwnod, but wanders abhout so much
that Vleetwood had postponed telling
her ahout the third inmate of thelr
household. They mutually agree not
to enlighten Fleetwood about thelr
former acnuaintance, though for what
reason 1t Is Aifficult to fathom,

All sorts of difficulties heset Mav's
rath and 1t is easy to see how her
Adenial of acauaintance with Guy will
he sure not only to he found out, hut
will then look very susplelous, Mav
falle in love with her hushand and he
with her. hut they allow all sorts of
onteide influences to keen them anart
until almost the end. The story is
well written and the charaeters are
livin~. hreathing neople, One feels
that 1t s a real picture of the social
and home life of certain Enelish falk
and It 1s all quite dellghtful. The
hnok 1= entirely safe to take intn the
home with growing young people
which Is more than ean be
the average. nove{ of day.

It seems to_
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old squire, who tries to make these
quarreiing brothers see the error of
their ways, only succeeds in arousing
their contempt and then, inconsistent
with his belief, but consistent with his
friendship, lénds them money to pursue
their lawsuits.

The boy who js generally thought to
be no good on earth seems really the
manliest and strongest character in
the story, The little side touches show
the author's familiarity with the life
she describes. The love story between
the squire apd Priscilla is as dainty
and delicate/as a poem and one stops
and rereads it perforce,

The character drawing in the book
is of the first quality and will afford
more information about the hard and
prejudiced New Englander with his un-
compromising piety than can be gained
by the study of many scientific works:
The book promises to be almost a
classic and will compel attention. -

“Beyond the Skyline”

By Robert Altken. Published by B, N.
Huebsch, New York. Price §1.80.

The publishers tell us that the au.
thor who writes under the name of
“Robert Altken"” is an Englishman who
is equally at home in New York, Lon-
don, Central America and South Africa.
He has had an adventuroug career and
much of the material for his stories
was acquired while he was a commis-
sioned officer in the British army dur-
ing the Boer war., He knows how to
depict men and women, and how tao cre~
ate dramatic situations. These stories
are full of love,"adventure and excite-
ment and each contains the essence of
a novel.

The demands of the magazines to-
day have created an unprecedented
supply of short stories, yet the level of
quality remains deplorably low. The
charm of this form of literature at its
best is never falling, and it is a joy to
encounter a velume of tales that have
been conceived in the mind of a writer
of imagination and elaborated with
the loving care of & real artist.

Such a book is this one, containing
16 stories, most of them laid In far off
countries where the background and
*he atmosphere seem to invite romance,
Ti: man made laws and the oral
code dre different from those we know,
situyations are created that would be
impossible in highly civilized lands, so
that the writer's task would appear
simple, But take the average story of
the tropics and‘how disappointing it is.

The tales in this volume will satisfy
every demand the reader can make;
there is enough love and virtue, vice
and intrigue to satisfy thoss who loo
Yor plot; there is enough analysis

.character and study of types for those

whom psyc.aology appeals and, for

ose who are weary of dull amateur
efforts and conventional factory made
literature, there is dhe
of one who makes eV word tell and
the restraint that implies respect for
his readers’ intelligence, :

There is little to be gained in coms.
paring one story with another; some
are better than others, all . g
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“Partners Three”

By Vietor qu. author of ‘“The Undereu~-
rent,’” ete, blished by Frederick A. Stokes
& Co., New York., Price §1.23.

The ‘“Partners” are Doctor Joyee,
Tony and Pie. What they and the other

characters are llke you may partly
guess from the following descriptions:

Dr. Jeremiah Joyce—~Whose laugh is
a monster gun of the artillery of good
nature that drives off the devils of
despajr. He 1is the
steam pipe, roller skate boat, the re-
generated shoe leather process and
other boons to humanity.

Tony-—Antoinette Bonnet, Clair An-
toinette Amidee de la Brize. Young,
pretty, with black hair, full of hidden
purples, and blue black eyes with long
black lashes., She does not wear puffs
in her hair, and likes making bread for
the dogtor,

Pie—Patrick Isaac Ennis, also known
a8 “343." A small person with red haijr,
bristling like a bottle c¢leaner, big
dreamy Jewish eyes and a pale, freckled
Irish face. He talks French. The re-
sult is American, ¥

Mrs. Jowls—A reversion to the hen
type. She leaves eggs at the doctor's
door, cackles incessantly about nothing
and invariably runs across the road
when anything is coming.

Chauncey and Florence de Witt—
think of fur coats,
cocktails and gasoline.

Madame La Comtesse—The ‘real ar-
ticle,” but not the kind of comtesse
you are sure to expect.

Most of that information we get from
the paper envelope of the book, and
whether written by author or pub-
lisher it entices us inside the cover.
The story 1is interesting throughout,
but the characters do not quite live
up to thelr glowing descriptions. We
must confess that it 1s strongly remi-
niscent of the “Beloved Vagabond,”
especially in the earlier chapters, but
quite charming, for who would not
hear of the beloved vagabond again?

The tale is told by Pie and is sup-
posed to have been written in a cell at
Sing Sing. It is a history of the lives of
the three and, of course, tells how Pie
landtd in prison.

Dector Joyce {8 a lonely and wander-
ing inventor, and he draws into his life
the little Swiss orphan Tony, and cares
for her and educates her as his own.
Pie is also a member of this curious
family, having been taken from a re-
form school where he was placed when
a gang of counterfeiters with whom
he lived deserted him for jail.

+ The boy and girl grow up, and the
girl and her guardian suddenly become
aware that they are in love with each
other. BSuddenly it is discovered that
she is a great heiress—a long lost
relative in France having died and dis-
closéd it, and poor Tony s obliged to
go to France.

While she is gone Doctor Joyce and
Pie fall upon very nard times and Pie
proves ‘his love and devotion to the
doctor by turning counterfeiter in order
to keep the wolf from the door. That
seems the only Inconsistency in the
book, for the boy had shown no crimi-
nal instinets and the counterfeiters
with whom he associated as a child
were not blood relations.

He 18 caught and sent to Sing Sing,
and from there writes this tale. Tony
comes- back from France, for all the
money in the world could not shake
her loyalty to Doctor Joyce. It is un-
comfortable leaving Pie in jail, but he
will be out soon, and Doctor Joyvee and
Tany have named him for the god-
father of their son, thus proving their
appregiation of mis nobility of
charaoter.

Victor Mapes is @« New York-author
and playwright who in “Partners
Three" offers his first long story. Mr.
Mapes, who is a nephew of the late
Mary Mape~ Dodge, has been a dramatic
eritic and tneatrical director, and
‘some years ago issued “Duse and the
French," a critical study. He was at
one time diractor of the New theater
in this city. Of his many plays, pro-
duced in Paris, New York and Chicago,
“A Flower of Yeddo,” “Caesar’s Re-

turn,” “Captaip Barrington” and “The
Undereurrent” are among the %est
known.

—
Notes

NEARLY ALL AUTHORS SMOKE
Tobacce and literary output is the
subject of recent discussion among
writers, in England, Somewhat heated
arguments—with plenty of smoke, of
gourse—are indulged In between those
who favor and those who are opposed
to the use of the “fragrant weed."” In
order to ascertain the opinion of an
expert in such matters, appeal has
been uu'o to J. M. Barrie, as the au-
thor of “My Lady Nicotine.” In reply
to an interviewer, Barrie has prepared
the following curious ‘schedule, divid-
ing his work Into “journalism” and
“fiction,” and showing the amount of
tobacco wused in each eccupation:
“Journalism, 2 pipes, 1 lhour; 2 hours,

1 {dea; 1 idea, 3 paragraphs, and 3 par-
egraphs, 1 leading article.” With re.
gard to fiction, Barrle wrote as fol-

lows: “Eight pipes, 1 ounce; 7"
_per week; 2 weeks, 1 chapter.”
~evident that gsrﬂe depends greatly
upon his pipe, as do a great many
other Englishmen. Many authors pre-
fer American to Egyptian or Turkish
tobacco; though the camps are some-
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“Lessons in the Proper Feeding
of the Family”

By Winifred 8. Gibbs, dietitian aud teacher of

cooking.  Published by the New York Asso-
clation for lngrov!n‘ the Condition of the
Boor. Price eents.

The New York Asgociation for Im-
proving the Condition of the Poor is
doing a great and practical work. Pre-

‘vention of want and poverty is the as-

sociation's chief concern, arnd education

inventor of _the--is the most enduring form of preven-

tion. :

Among thousands of families in New
York city not only those forced from
time tp time to call on charity for as-
sistance, but also among those whoge
incomes are ‘barely sufficient to supply
the absolute necessitieg of life, there
is an amazing ignorance of food values
and of simple methods of household

seconomy.

Pickles, beer, pies, the products of

the delicatessen shop and excessive
quantities of tea and coffee are not
good food investments for the family
of eight, who must get along on an in-
come of $12 a week. The very great
importance of the kind of food that
goes on the poor man’'s table has been
clearly demonstrated in the associa-
tion's many years of werk ameng the
people of the city.
Miss Winifred Gibbs,
the author of this cook book, was sent
out among poor familles of New York
by the association to teach what to
eat, how to prepare it and how te econ-
omize in buying. Her work has proved
of such practical value that it is to be
considerably extended in the near fu-
ture. This pamphlet is the result of
these two and a half years' experience,
and is one of the methods by which
the work is to be extended. The book
is to be distributed free of cost among
Miss Gibbs' pupils and all others wish-
ing the book but without the means
of purchasing it

The directions are most carefully and
accurately given and it seemerto be the
most practical cook book whieh has
ever appeared for the poor man's wife.
- 3\ e
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what equally divided on this score.
Nearly all authors smoke, and tobacco
is conceded to be an ald to composi-
tion, despite the fact that many “total
abstainers” have done good work.
. - -

A complete list of Marion Crawford's

novels with the year of publication of

each is ‘given herewith:

1882 Mr. Isaacs,
1883 Doctor Claudius.
1884 A Roman Singer.
—— To Leeward.
An American Politician.
1885 Zoroaster,
1886 A Tale of a Lonely Parish.
1887 Marzio's Crucifix.
Paul Patoff.
——— Saracinesca.
1888 With the Immortals.
1889 Greifenstein.
—— Bant’ llaria.
1890 A Cigarette Maker's Romance,
1881 Khaled.
The Witch of Prague.
1892 The Three Fates.
The Children of the King.
—— Don Orsino.
1893 Marion Darche.
-—— Pletro Ghisleri.
~= The Novel—What It Is.
1894 Kathérine Lauderdale.
--— Love in Idleness.
--— The Ralstons.
~—— Casa Braccio.
—— Adam Johnstone's Son.
1896 Taquisara.
Corleone.
Ave Roma Immortalis,
Via Cruecis.

In the Palace of the King.
Southern TItaly and Sicily and
The Rulers of the South,
Marietta, a Maid of Venice,
Cecilia, A Story of Modern Reme.
The Heart of ome.
Man Overboard,
Whosoever Shall Offend,
Fair Margaret.
Salve Venetia, 2 vols.
A y of Rome.
Are a.
The Litte City of Hope.
The Prima Donna.
The Diva's Ruby.
1509 The Whlto Si.-ter.
-

A $5,000 donation to Life's fresh air
fund is the practical and enduring form
that a charitable woman has adopted
for a memorial to her husband. This
has beén added to the endewment of
the fund, and its income will every
year provide a summer outing for more
than 60 children. It is not often that
& literary periodical accomplishes so
much in the-way of direct philanthropy,
but since its institution Life's fresh
air fund has taken more than 28,000
poor children from the city slums and
given each of them a fortnight’s stay in
the country during the hot weather of
midsummer,
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“The Making of Bobby Burnit”

By George Randolph Chester Published by
the Bobbs-Merrill company, Indianapolis.

Price $1.50,
Everybody read George Horace Lori-
Mer-
book

mer's ‘“Letters From a Selfmade
chant to His Son,” and
of good advice has b
This new story by

no bétter

Ge

Bobby

Chester, “The Making of 1
nit,” is decidedly reminiscent of the
Lorimer book, but it has one big im-
provement: It has romance, and good
romance, toeo, all thro

The story in bare outline is this

Bobby's father dies and leaves a curi-

ous will. He says: “I am profoundly
convinesd that my son is a fool,” but,
llke most loving fathers, termines
to give him a chance., The father is
possessed of a Yarge dry goods busi-
ness and Bobby decides tg carry it on.

He is in leve with Agnes Elliston and
every little while he asks her to marry
him. They are always good friends,
and he turns to her now for advjce.
She gives it to him, but can not

save

him. A business rival, Silas Trimmer,
wishes to unite the wo business
p‘nuses. and Bobby agrees. In no t

Trimmer has become president of the

concern and Bobby is out and injured.
Af old clerk of his father brings him
a long gray envelope, It proves to be
a letter from \his father, addressed:
“To My Son Upbn the Oeccasion of His
(‘«)_mmptlng a Copsolidation With Silas
Trimmer,” and when he eomplains to
the old clerk that he should have been
warned the old man passes him an-
other letter: “To My Sem Upon Fiis
Complaining That Johnson Gave Him
Ne Warning Concernjng Silas Trim-
mer.”

No better bits of adviece, erisp, terse,
eynical perhaps, but straight from tha
shoulder, have ever been written, and
the very wise parent seemed to have
looked ahead and covered every possible
eontingency. After this first great
blow Bobby learns that Agnes Elliston
is his trustee. She is intrusted with
$250,000 to start him in business again.
He takes up a proggsition to drain
an Impossidle swamp and sells it in sub-
divisions, When he has again proved
himself a dupe he finds that Silas Trim-
mer is responsible for the deal and has
most of his money.

The next scheme to arrest his at-
tention is*an electric light plant, but
polities enter so largely in the

manag-
ing of that that f{t doesn’'t last
long. Then follows an attempt to
Mmanage an Ttalian epera company,

which supplies much amusement to the
reader but causes a quarrel between
Bo}t;:w and Agnes.

s last venture is a newspa er,
from the detailed explanatio: gpfven”;:
the author one knows he has had some
newspaper experience. Here Bobby.
comes out on tep. "He fights the cor-
ruption which has ruined his electric
light business and finally succeeds In
showing up the crookedness of sna'.-
Trimmer and wins back his father's old
business.

The letters from the dead father,
provided for every possible emergency
are most interesting and the great tea-.
ture of the book. The character
sketches are 3ll good, espeecially Biff
Bates, a prize fighter, whe s an all
around square friend and mighty use-
ful to Bobby on oceasions. .

The first part of the book causes a
feeling of irritation toward Bobby for
being such an ass about bysiness mat-
ters. It scarcely seems possible that
any one whao developed so much
strength afterward could be such a
weakling. That s “novelist's license, ™
hewever, upon which the author wisely
did not draw teo mueh. A readable

story; one to take away on -
mer trip. . .
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