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T is announced that the national irrigation congress in session
week in Spokane will declare an ambitious program of
public improvements whose scope may be inferred from the

: P PERRE fact that it calls for $5,000,000,000 to fulfil
FOT H‘IQ SPQ. | its purposes. The plan is to unite in one
‘ national movement all the schemes for recla-
: kane Congress mation, irrigation and river improvement and
To Consider |

this
4

conservation, and its inspiration lies in the
; | force of united effort. The promoters do not
{ seriously hope to get all they ask for, but they believe that by
¢ putting their demands high enough they will be given a great deal,
1 at once, but by installments. They desire, in a word, to
om the tax payer to thinking in billions.

All these things which the promoters want are excellent in
themselves and highly desirable, but they must all be considered
light supplied by the treasury reports of the money available

demands for current expenses of the government. Repre-
Tawney of Minnesofa, who is chairman of the committee
on appropriations, speaking recently in congress on the tendency
to increase the national budget year by year, remarked :

A\ hil

in the lig

sentativ

this tendency is responsible for much of our largely increasad

exg res, the army and the navy have been the chief cause. During
the | vear just ended we expended in preparation for war—that is,
r v, the navy and fortifications—41 per cent of our entire reve-
ive of postal receipts; while during the same year we ex-

pended 31 per cent of our entire revenue on account of wars we have
] total of 72 per cent for these purposes alone. It will thus be
but 28 per cent of the revenues remained to meet all other

the federal government in the performance of its other
| functions.

dvocates of conservation join to create throughout the
nent demanding a less expensive policy relative to our
, Which now tend to absorb the revenues of the govern-
to the wealth of the country or increasing the
and resources of the people, and there will then be more
with which to undertake the conservation of our natural
making of much desired internal improvements.
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hat is to say, you can not have your cake and eat it. There
nuch money in the treasury and it can only be increased
more taxes. If you desire to spend the chief part
on preparation for war there will remain but a

surplus for public improvements, and in a lean season

) v

3 MmposSIine
Dy ng
mcome

derate

{ deficits like the present there is no surplus of any sort. You
t your coat by your cloth.
ENATOR CUMMINS of Towa, who-may be regarded as the
leader of the progressive republicans in congress, openly
declares that an aggressive fight wtll be made for the control
e e  of the national conventioh of the party by
The Stahd- | the element of which he is the’most important
representative. It has been manifest for some

pal'tersand H’QQ[ time that the division of counsel and policy
sProgressives | between the progressives and the standpatters

. was wider and more radical than that between
democrats and republicans. Senator Cummins said in Chicago:

In my judgment the tariffi never again will be an issue between the
republican and democratic parties. It is the decisive issue between the
two well defined elements within the republican party. It is an issue
which must and I believe will be settled definitely at the next national
convention.

It is a declaration of war that most observers on the side lines

‘of politics have foreseen for'some time, and the real campaign
in which the country is interested will be fought between the two
wings of the republican party. It will be a doubtful conflict, and
at present the standpatters are in control, although it is exceedingly
doubtful whether they have any solid popular support. Writing
on this subject the other day the Washington correspondent of
the Boston Transcript put it this way:

The unanimity with which the pepple of the United States have
approved the course of the ten republican senators who voted against
the tariff bill has cncpurag'eq the progressive republicans in Maine,
Rhode Island, Connecticut, Michigan, West Virginia, New Jersey and
other states to plan to defeat the senators who now represent them,
How successful the moyvement will be no one at this time can foretell.
That the republicans of Maine are even discussing the advisability of
retiring Eugene Hale is a news item of national importance. They
have got to the point where they are looking for an available candidate.
That in little Rhode Island there should be a well directed movement
to retire Nelson W. Aldrich, unless he voluntarily retires, is highly
significant. Many of the republicans of Connecticut are not satisfied
with the representation the state has at the hands of Morgan G.
Bulkeley, and if they can have their way another man will be sent to
the senate a year from next January. ‘

It would be a very different senate without these men, but
they are old stagers and hard to beat. If the popular support is
on the side of the progressives the political talent is with the
standpatters. :

Note and Comment:  -- 1

—
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Price of Gas
In Two Cities

'\HEY are selling gas made from coal in Indianapolis at 60
cents per thousand feet. This is not natural gas piped from
reservoirs deep in the earth, but the manufactured article, for

which, in San Francisco, by the grace of the gas and electric com;
pany, we pay $1 per thousand, and wonder at the corporations
moderation and magnanimity in not charging us more. It is true
that we have a law on the municipal statute book which says that
the price of gas is 85 cents per thousand feet, but apparently the
people are powerless to enact any law which public service cor-
porations are bound to respect. ;

How Indianapolis comes to get gas for 60 cents makes an
interesting bit of municipal history, as related by the Chicago
Daily News, to wit: i : ;

When the supply of natural gas was exhausted it was discovered that
the Consumers’ company, under its charter, had no right to make _and
sell artificial gas. Then the city's reserved right to purchase the pipes
in the streets was transferred to a new company, the Citizens' gas com-
pany, organized on the lines of the old natural gas concern. Before
the transier took place the legislature-of Indiana had passed a law ¢
requiring zas to be sold in Indianapolis for. 60 cents a thousand cubic
feet. Consequently the charter of the new company provides for the sale
of its product at that rate, though its backers are not quite sure of their
ability to make both ends meet-at so low a price.

The old company which supplied the city with manufactured gas
reduced its price from $1 to 90 cents a thousand cubic feet and announced
its intention of fighting the 60, cent rate as.confiscatory. With the' new
concern in the field, however, the old company recently has met the
G0 cent rate, though still insisting that the price is too low, leaving it 3{)
be inferred that at a later time the legality of the rate prescribed will

be contested in court. By meeting the 60 cent rate the old company
renders it more difficult for the new «concern to get a foothold.

Of course, the cost of fuel for making artificial gas is higher
in San Francisco than in Indianapolis, although not very much
higher, because oil is used here as a substitute for coal. It may
very well be that 60 cents is not a remunerative rate, but there
is a wide difference between that figure and $1. Moreover, the
San Francisco company is sellifg gas in competitive territory to
favored customers at something like the Indianapolis price.

M

American

R. TAFT and Secretary Knox are very much in earnest
about improving our trade relations with China, and the
matter is of the highest importance to Pacific coast cities.
The Oregonian, on the other hand, speaking
from a Portland point of view, regards the
T w potentialities of Chinese trade with Americ.a
rade ith as relatively unimportant. We believe this
China view is based on a misconception, and it
appears from the facts that our trade with
China is comparatively small because of our own neglect. We
know that Great Britain and Germany regard this trade as a prize
well worth fighting for, and both nations maintain agencies to
promoté commerce with the home producers. For example, Thomas
F. Millard, in his recent book on “American Trade with China,”
tells how: f

The German commercial bureau in the far east is an interesting
device to promote German trade. This bureau is attached to the German
consulate at Shanghai, and has, T am informed, eight German and about
twenty Chinese employes. Several of these employes are experts on
commercial matters, sent out from Germany. They travel in all parts
of the empire, observing and inquiring into conditions. Their reports are
made to the Shanghai bureau, where they are classified and compiled
for the information of the government at Berlin_and trade bodies in
Germany. *The sole business of this organization is to gather informa-
tion about commercial conditions in China. It is associated with the
consular service, but is entirely in addition to it, and has nothing to do
with routine consular work. At present-all this involves large expense
for comparatively small results. Germany is looking to the future
for returns: :

"At a recent meeting in this city, attended by consular repre-
sentatives stationed in China and addressed by Young Kwai, a
Chinese diplomat and merchant, the speaker said: “China wants
American commerce and the United States can get it by going
after it. Catalogues and drummers do not do much good. Resident
agents are needed. We want manufactured products—wheat, flour,
cotton goods, railroad machinery.”

In considering this utterance the Oregonian quotes the unfor-
tunate experience of James J. Hill with his trans-Pacific steamships
built and operated to promote trade with Asiatic markets and com-
pares the inferior buying capacity of the Chinese with the home
market. All that is true in a measure, but it chiefly proves that
in the past our efforts in this field have not been well directed. It
is Mr. Taft's purpose to put the business on a more intelligent
basis. and to that end he has asked an appropriation of $100,000
from congress for the maintenance of resident agents in Asiatic

markets. :

T bonded debt of the chief American. cities, which shows that
San Francisco, as compared with sister municipalities of like
= | standing, has pursued a careful and conserva-
ngts of tive. course. New York city is the extrava-
> gant member of the family, and from its
Amencah ~settled policy appears to be headed straight
Ghes for bankruptcy. This is due to the fact that
New York pays a considerable proportion of
current expenses by a yearly issue of bonds. Notwithstanding the
enormous wealth of the big city this policy appears to be financially

suicidal, and this judgment is enforced by the following table:

HE Wall Street Journal gives a comparative table of the

oy Net Debt January 1 Debt Per Capita
CITIES | 1909 1908 1898
New: Yorfk: ...0..: .| $672,019,244 | $244,220,435 $156.82 $68.79
ChiCAgo- <% < s SIS e 24,844 400 15,104,636 873 7.74
Philadelphia ........ 79,635,020 36,380,082 53.40 29.33
Stabouis ... i 19,966,000 13,924,278 26.48 26.59
POSIIN Tl e i 74,099, 55,084,172 122.01 109.31
BAIGMOTe . aivavis 22,507,048 12,404,434 3967 23.65
Cleveland ...covieio, | 22,567,077 8,139,003 4298 20.34
San Francisco ..... 3,787,725 68,105 9.46 19
Cancintiafl - s asws 29,242,667 25,169,532 68.81 65.37
Buffalo ....... . A 13.258,863 11,286,397 33.14 29.70
Pittsburg  ...u.2n S5 12,118,987 9,172,956 30.39 30.57
New Orleans ....... 26,126,600 14,009,137, 74.64 50.94

Since the date of this table San Francisco has increased its
bonded debt by a considerable sum and it now totals $12,131,300.
We shall have to add to this total a large investment when the
city installs a municipal water supply, but that expenditure will
take care of itself and belongs in a wholly different category from
debt incurred for buildings and other public improvements that

other 'growing cities the figures make a good showing for San
Francisco when we consider what we have had to contend with

{in rehabilitating the municipal equipment since the fire.

A man ‘who insisted upon mourni
the death of his mothel:oin?law' ::5
been arrested and charged with insan-
ity. This is putting new and attract- .
ive clothing on a time worn joke.

- Congress practically having kept
. up the tariff, the insurgents will keep
:up the fight.

Heney is hunting in the snow
topped Cascades. Thus he gives new
evidence of the fact that he prefers
his big game among the higher ups.

N

chaézepf

In the light of China’s.

: ang glre graceful obeisance of oy

1f Luther Burbank wants to add to 27 eece to the European big stick,
the already overflowing measure of ‘ui th:i:ll:e:l!l‘: utterances sound like
public gratitude, let him endeavor to e a3
supplement the spineless cactus with
the venomless envier.

The establishment of mounted po-

{were freely sold in
| have been extensive thefts of eggs. The

front in the Antung railroad matter

‘portance of the town of San Francisco

return no direct revenue to the city treasury. As compared with |

Respectful of Fashion
A Vienna contemporary, describing
a modern

Richard Strauss, says
e xoa g B

iQneer Robberies in Vienna i

n ,hﬂﬂdnvs
na, and there

‘During the close

detectives noticed that peasant women
frequently visited the capital, and that|
on these visits they inva 1y wore
‘the national costume and carried .::- ¢
'bies. The watchful detectives satisfie
the es ~while some of the in-
ly enough the

would seem to be a

~tudents who have
sial co:;rse in “gqueen :

licemen on the Berkeley campus breathe
ould seem to be a horse on those able
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SAN FRANCISCO
- ASITWAS IN 47
Sixty-two Years Ago' When

The (;ity\Had a Total
Population of 459

[A copy of the Daily Reveille, published
in St. Louis on February 12, 1848, has been
sent to The Call by C. A. Dunkel of that
city. Among its contents is the following
article on Ban Francisco as it was in August,
1847.]

CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO
In view of the great and growing im-

(Yerba Buena), situated on the great
bay of the same name, we have con-
densed a few statistics from a copy of
the Californian of last August.

The town site, as recently surveyed,
embraces an extent of one and a half
square miles. It is regularly laid out,
being intersected by streets from 60 to
80 feet in width. The squares are di-
vided into lots of from 16% varas (the
Spanish yard, of about 33 inches) front
and 50 deep to 100 varas square. The
smaller and more valuable of these
lots are those situated between high
and low water mark. Part of these lots
were sold in July last, at auction, and
brought from $50 to -$600. The estab-
lished prices of the 50 and 100 vara
lots are $12 and $25.

San Francisco, last August, contained
459 souls—of whom 375 were whites,
four-fifths of these being under 40
vears of age. Some idea of the com-
position of the white population may
be gathered from the following state-
ment as to the nativity of the larger
portion: s

English, 22; Germans, 27; Irish, 14;
Scotch, 14; born in the United States,
228; Californians, 89.

Thirty-two of these last mentioned
being Californians proper, it will be
seen that about three-fifths of the
whole number of emigrants are from
the United States. We do not give the
Indians, Sandwich Islanders, negroes,
etc.; neither is mention made of the
regiment of New York volunteers.

Of the white population, there are 89
who can neither read nor write; but
when we learn that there are 83 chil-
dren under 10 years of age, and only
one teacher—the fact will not be won-
dered at.

Previously to the 1st of April, 1847,
there had been erected in the town 79
buildings, nearly all of which were
erected within the two years immedi-
ately preceding that date. From the
1st of April to the 1st of August there
were raised 78 buildings! It appears,
then, by a comparison of the above
two statements, that there had been
erected within five monthe, as many
buildings as were erected in all the
years previous.

This is an increase which may well
challenge the banks of our own rivers,
and this is, as it were, but the first
footprint of the Americans.

There can Be no better evidence of
the advantages and capabilities for im-
provement of the place than this single
fact. Center of the finest harbor on
the Pacific, and seconded by the enter-
prise and intelligence of its hardy citi-
zens, San Francisco is destined to be-
come the great commercial emporium
of the north Pacific coast. :

Answers to Queries

SCAB—Reader, City. What is the correct
::::;:m‘g'; scab as the term is used by lahor
The dictionary definition 1s: “A name
for a workman who works for lower
wages than are fixed by the trades
unions; also applied to one who takes
the place of a workman on strike.”
Recently in a court of England the fol-
lowing was given as the deflnition of
“scab”: “A scab is to his trade what a
traitor is to his eountry, and though
both may be useful in troublesome
times they are detested by all when
there comes a time of' peace, so when
help is needed the ‘scab’ is the last to
contribute assistance and the first to
grasp the benefit' he never laboreg to
secure. He cares only for himself; he
sees not beyond the extent of a day
and for a monetary approbation. He
would betray friends, family and coun-
try; in short, he is a traitor on a small
scale who first sells the journeyman
and is himself afterward sold by the
one who employed him until he is at
last despised by both and deserted by
all. He is an enemy to himself, to the
present age and to all posterity.”
. - - -
LHASSA—Subscriber, City. In an_ article on
R A
Yilals Kiosk is & anveliing of

is something ke the unvel
Lhassa.” What is the .lzt&f‘.' e g

Lhassa is the capital of Tibet, on the
Dantzug, 11,910 feet above sea level,
noted for the convents in and near #t,
composing the ecclesiastical establish-
ments of the dalai lama, whose per-
sonal residence is in a convent on the
adjacent Botala. It is the headquarters
of the hlerarchy of lamas, who by
means of the dalai lama exercise
priestly (Buddhist) control over nearly
all of Mongolia as well as Tibet. The
temples are resplendent with gold and
precious stones. Prior to 1890 only two
Europeans had visited the place, one in
1811 and the other in 1846. It was
afterward opened to outsiders, and that
was called the unv‘eiung. :

: $ . -

a citizen
meﬂllaymngn"?.

In Arkansas, Alabama, Indiana, Kan-
sas, Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, Ore-
gon, South Dakota, Texas and Wiscon-
sin an alien who has declared his in
tention of becoming a ecitizen of the
United States is entitled to vote after
he -has been a resident for a period
varying from three months to one year.
In California only full Ameri-
can citizens, natives or naturalized,
ean vote. | :

- -

Repeats the story of a yellow dog that attached himself to

a boy, watched at his bedside until he‘died, and then,
aware of the dislike of others, silently slunk away

e
-

o

; s § E was just “dog”—a plain, scraggly
MBugehl e “Toven little cur, but withal saucy and bright,
‘Dislike to Respect and the ferocity with which the di-
minutive canine attacked the passing streetcar attracted the laughing atten-
tion of all who witnessed the desperate onslaught. .

“I never see a little cur like that,” remarked Dr. H. S. Warren, “but my
heart 'sort of takes on a very kindly fecling for him and I'll tell you why.
I was practicing up in Siskiyou county and one night when returning from
a far distant call met in the Pullman smoker a well known bench show
judge—Payne, if my memory serves me right as to the name. I may be
mistaken about the name, but I can never forget that meeting. Veery
naturally the conversation drifted to dogs. We talked thoroughbreds and
finally. something was said about the wonderful bond of friendship that
always' seems to exist between the small boy and the dog. Here is what
he told me:

“‘T have always hated a mongrel, whether dog, horse or any other
animal. T guess it was born in me. I wouldn’t have any animal for any
purpose unless it was a thoroughbred.

““When my little boy was about 5 years old he came home one day
with a yellow mongrel cur at his-heels. I was not home and my wife,
knowing my dislike for such creatures, tried to drive the dog away, but he
Xept coming back, and finally she gave it up and let the dog and boy play
in the yard until I came home.

“‘When I got home I was disgusted to find the outcast on my front
steps and immediately drove him into the street. The child had already
formed a strong attachment for the dog, which was apparently reciprocated,
for as soon as the little fellow began to cry at losing his playmate the dog
came back. ?

“‘To make a long story short the boy begged so hard that I had to let
him keep the dog. For the next year that cur was the bane of my existence.
Whenever I caught sight of him I was enraged that my boy could think so
much of a mongrel. The dog knew that I was anything but friendly toward
him and kept out of my sight as much as possible. Then my boy fell sick.
For many weeks he lay in his bed so white and still, his face drawn by pain
and suffering. All this time the dog stationed himself under the child’s bed
and you could not have driven him from the room even if you had the heart
to. He even refused to leave for his meals and my wife carried his food in
with the child’s,

“ ‘Finally one night the doctor told us what we already knew—that the
end was near. All that night my wife and I sat beside our only child and
watched the spark of life slowly flickering and fading from view. The dog
was forgotten by us, but he was there.

“‘In the early morning, when it was all over, I went out on the front
porch and sat on the steps. While I was sitting there the dog came quietly
out of the house, walked past me down the steps and out of the garden into
the street. I was just barely aware of the fact that the dog had left. In
a few hours, however, I suddenly thought of the dog and I wanted him.
I never wanted a dog so much in my life as T did that one, but he was not
to be found. I orzanized the boys of the neighborhood in seaching parties.
I hired men for the purpose and in the next few weeks there was what [
think must have been the most thorough search for a dog ever made, but
all to no purpose. The dog was never found. : .

“‘Well, sir, since then, while I still lJove high bred dogs, the softest spot
in my heart is reserved for yellow curs, and whenever I see one abused or
mistreated there is a fight right there.”

Publisher Declines It is not safe, exactly, to ask a well known
. publisher of large and imposin resence if
to Exploit His Race ;.. peeq racing recently in tghcppark. He
is an ardent automobilist, but of the cautious variety. He does not believe
in repid locomotion and has been known to run clear out to the ocean when
he intended to lunch at the Olympic club, just so as to have room to turn
around. .
About two weeks ago he was out in the park, jogging along at a slow,
steady gait, when he noticed a motorcycle ahead of him.
The presence of the motorcycle irritated him. He increased his speed,
but the motorcycle still kept ahead of him.
“I'll beat that motorcycle if I burst a tire,” he muttered to himself, and
he let out a yard or two of speed.
But the motorcyclist was game, and he caught up to the man of print
and passed him.
All his fighting blood was up.
“You want to race, do you?” he inquired of the motorcyclist.
“No,” said the man.
“Oh yes, you do,” and the publisher threw her wide open and made about
50 miles an hour.
He stood up in his car and waited for the man to catch up, meanwhile
waving his hand defiantly at the motorcycle man.
But the latter was in the same mood. Up he came.

“Haven’t you had enough?” cried the publisher. “I'll go another heat.

Line up!”
“You are under arrest!” shouted the motorcyclist. « “I am the speed
officer. How dare you challenge me to race? I like your nerve.”

“Publish that story?” cried the publisher.

“I do not see how it will
interest anybody.”

Child Loses Excuse The ambitious mothers of the city of Ala-
meda have been causing the teachers of that

For Birth and Cries place much annoyance since the schools re-
opened. They have in many instances persistently endeavored to get their

4 and 5 year old youngsters enrolled, whereas the law demands that they

should have reached the mature age of six summers. The teachers have

\ finally insisted that each child must present-a written statement from his

home stating the exact date of his birth,
- The other day a little fellow appeared at one of the primary grades and
had scarcely reached the school before he burst into most piteous weeping.
When asked what the trouble was he replied:
“Oh, teacher, I've lost my excuse for being born.”
He was comforted by the assurance that many of his elders were
the same fix.

| SONNETS OF A PERFORMER

By EDWARD F. O’DAY
; vII ;
T makes me weary, sometimes, when a lot
Of bums line up to mace me for a drink,
Claiming acquaintance just because they think
T'll be too politic to show I'm hot;
There’s not a stiff, there's not a ragged sot
In town but feels that he can safely link
His arm in mine, and, though he be the pink
Of trampdom, dare I shake him? I guess not.
You see, the beggar’s “regular”; his vote
May be depended on when things look glum,
And if I snubbed him for his dirty coat,
He'd tell a2 bum, who'd tell another bum,
And all the votes of quite a little crowd
Would go to punish me for getting proud.
VIII .
~HAT'S the deep place where most reformers drowfi—
They seem to think the only votes worth while
Are gentlemen’s, and so, in shining tile
And faultless frock, they swagger through the town,
Wasting their time on friends, but looking down
‘On men whose clothes are not the latest style,
Say, is it any wender that they rile
: It may be that some are changed in ‘clubs




