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The rear admiral who brands as a “fake” Cook’s tale of reaching the north pole, and four famous explorers who believe and praise the intrepid American
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- ADMIRAL MELVILLE DOUBTS

COOK'S SUCCESS CREDITED
BY ANTARCTIC EXPLORER

i
?

TRUTH OF-COOK'S STORY

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 2.—“After reading the dispatches today I am
more convinced than ever that the reported discovery of the north pole is
a fake,” was the emiphatic declaration of Rear Admiral George Mellville,
retired, who is qualified to comment on north pole questions
because of his intimacy with the northern regions as well as his familiarity
with the progress of expeditions thither within the last 40 years.

“I do not mean to say that Doctor Cook is a faker.

U.'S. N3

| personally. But from my experience I
would say that there is nothing to con-

firm the original dispatches. Some of
the best equipped expeditions have cost
from $150,000 to $200,000. I know that
Dr Cook had no such outfit,

“There is nothing in the story thus
far told to indicate that Dr. Cook has
found anything new.

‘CO{'LD INVENT OBSERVATIONS

* “Indeed, I can not see why the re-
| ported story of his expedition could not
| have been written by any one who had
| reached within 100 miles of the pole.
I could sit in my office and invent 0b-
servations of aill sorts.

“Yet, no one can positively deny the
truthfulness of Dr. Cook’'s story. I have
heard that the Royal Geographical so-
ciety is reported to have discredited it.
{1f this is =0, T will reiterate more
strongly than ever that Dr. Cook’s al-
leged discovery of the north pole is
highly improbable.

“According to Dr, Cook’s story. no
mention is made of the travel from
April 14 to April 21, 1908, His bear-
|ings on the former date were, it is
| reported, 88 degrees 21 minutes north
| 1atitude, and, roughly speaking, a dis-
tance of about 100 miles remained be-
fore him after April 14. An average
of about 14 miles a day thereafter must
have been maintained.

“It was my experience in the Jeanette
| expedition retreat (1878-81) that after
marching 30 miles one day we found
we had actually gone only two and a
half miles.

NORTHERN DRIFT IMPROBABLE

“That the icedrift was northward in
Dr. Cook’s expedition is not at all im-
possible, but it is very improbable.

“The talk of having killed musk oxen
i not new. These animals were killed
years ago. The apparent ease of Dr.
{ Cook’s travel near the pole is what in-
{ clines me strongly to discredit the
story. With a pack of good dogs and
sleds in Siberia, over smooth snow, the

best distances I ever made was 50
miles a day. Ice travel is much more
difficult.”

Admiral Melville is 68 years old. He
has been on three arctic expeditions—
the Hall relief expedition in 1873, the
| Jeanette expedition in 1878-81, and the
| Greely relief expedition in 1882.

|
{Criticizes Route Taken
PORTILAND, Ore., Sept. 2.—Dr. L, O.
| Wolf, surgeon with Lieutenant Robert
| Peary’s. expedition of 1905-6, and at
| present a resident of this city, while
| no way disparaging Doctor Cook's
j accomplshment in reaching the north
pole, is inclined to criticise the discov-

| erer of the pole for his alléged follow-
| ing of a portion of the route which
Peary has been working out for the
{ last 20 yeare.
Doctor Wolf says that Doctor Cook,
xm thus using Peary's route, viclated
| the ethies of polar expeditions, and as-
| serts that the discoverer of the pole
{ should have followed a route of his
| own.

Doctor Wolf says that scientific in-
vestigation of the proofs furniched by
Doctor Cook very soon will determine
whether or not the latter actually stobd
|at the pole, It would, according to
{ Doctor Wolf, be impossible for an ex-
plorer to manufacture proofs which
| would withstand the microscopic seru-
| tiny of scientific men.

| Avoided Peary’s Mistake
| POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y., Sept 2.—
| Dilion Wallace, author and expleorer,
whose companion, Leonidas Hubbard,
|starved to death while exploring Lab-
| rador, today said that he had implicit
| faith in Doctor Cook's wonderful feat.
| Wallace had almost completed plans
} or an expedition for the relief of

f

Doctor Cook.

| *T have no doubt that Doctor Cook
reached the north pole,” said Walace.
“He, is a man of extreme reliability,
fairly scientific and versed in the arctic
geographical conditions. He has al-
ways manifested truthfulness in every
report, and concerning explorations in
the north he had been exact.

! “Another point that would tend to
'help disourage disparaging statements
{is that Cook’s route was directly to
Cracked Land, ending with a swift dash
to the pole. Thus he would avoid the
‘awful eastern drift of the terrible cur-
/rent in the polar seas north of Green-
{land.
| “Peary undoubtedly would have ac-
‘complished whet Doctor Cook has done
if he had been better acquainted with
the dangerous conditions confronting
{him in the frozén sea. Peéary tried to
avoid this condition by going west-
ward, but this was his undoing.”

WAR SECRETARY WINS
CASE FOR CHAUFFEUR

NASHVILLE, Tenn., Sept. 2. —Secre-
tary of War Jacob M. Dickinson ap-
peared in the city court today in be-
half of his chauffeur, who was accused
of exceeding the speed limit. It was
shown the automobile was making only
28 miles an hour and the secretary was
on his way to the custom house on
official business. The case was dis-
missed. .

I do not know him

VIEWS OF FAMOUS
SCIENTISTS

REAR ADMIRAL MELVILLE=—I
am more comviced than ever that
the reported discovery is a fake.
Yet mno one ean positively deny
it at this time.

PROF. LEVI W, LENGEL, mem-
ber of the first Peary expedition,
1891-92—Dr. Cook got there by
sheer merve and srit.

DR. THOMAS DEDRICK, sur-
geon with the Peary arctic expe-
dition in 1898-1902—Dr. Cook’s po-
lar expedition is remarkable, not
only for its results, hut its util-
ization of the most practicable
plan.

M. LEMESOF, librarian of the
geographical society at Paris—1
see nothing ¢o doubt in the re-
port of the expedition.

PIERRE LEVASSEUR, geogra-
pher, Athens—Dr. Cook's achieve-
ment is most extraordinary. The
temperature he mert, 83 degrees he-
low zero Fahrenheit, is the low-
est ever recorded.

PROFESSOR HERGESELL,
scientific adviser of the proposed
expedition to the north pole in
the Zeppelin airship, Berlin—As
he had only Eskimos with him
any great earichment to seclence
through his expedition is hardly
likely, as it must have been im-
possible for him to cArry the
necessary instruments,

MAJOR LEONARD DARWIN,
president of the Royal geographi-
cal soclety, London—If Dr. Cook
reached the pole on an ice floe I
must confess 1o surprise,

COLONEL SIR DUNCAN JOHN-
STONE, president of the Reo-
graphical section of the British
Association for the Advancement
of Science, Winnipeg—It would be
quite impossible for observations
to be faked so as to deceive sclen~
tintn.

DECLARE FOR PROHIBITION—Paris, Idaho,
Sept. 2.—The people of Bear Lake county,
Idaho, bave declared for prohibition by a vote of
almost two to one.

‘| Gold Medal for Explorer

LONDON, Sept.

A. Cook’s account of his dash to the north
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Shackleton, who recently led an expedition to the antarctic regions, saidg
that no one had a right to be skeptical. There was nothing in the explorer’s |

statement but what was possible. 2

“Consequently,” continued the lieu-uf
tenant, “I do not think the time ity
took him to return is against his state-
ment. The guestion is, what distance
was he actually from the pole when he
started with the Eskimos. He must
have done 12 miles a day to cover the
distance given in 35 dayvs.

“No other expedition has been able
to do anything near this, as two miles
a day is considered good progress, but
Cook must have traveled over apso-
lutely smooth ice, which is a unique
condition.”

ROME, Sept. 2.—The members of the
Ttalian geographical society are highly
gratified at Doctor Cook's reported dis-
covery of the north pole, As soon as
the president of the society returns to
Rome the soeiety will give to Doctor
Cook its gold medal.

Doctor Cook will be requested to
come to Rome to lecture before King
Vietor Emmanuel and the queen.

Commander Cagni, the only member
of the Abruzzi expedition to reach 88
degrees 3 minutes north, said that Doc-
tor Cook’'s success was a triumph in
which the entire civilized world could
take pride.

Greely Praises Doctor Cook

General Adolphus W. Greely, Arctic
explorer and commander of the 1884
expedition, said:

“Dr. ¢ook’s achievement, reported by
the Danish colonial office, must be
viewed as the most extraordinary feat
in polar explorations. He was prac-
tically without all that had been con-
sidered an indispensable equipment for
extensive polar travel.

“The attainment of the north geo-
graphical pole by an American is an
accomplishment that merits the high-
est possible acknowledgment and con-
gideration by the American people. As
one who once beat the record, 1 offer
my heartiest congratulations.”

Difficult Route Followed

CHRISTTANA, Sept. 2.—Captain Roald
Amundsen, the Norwegian arctic ex-
plorer, was interviewed here today on
Doctor Cook’s triumph.

“Doctor Cook was my partner on the
Belgica expedition as physician,” he
said. *“and all on board appreciated
highly his experience and his ability.
His was of an uncommonly staunch,
preserving and energetic personality,
and T admire him. The route chosen
by Doctor Cook presented unusually
difficult problems, This was proved
by Commander Peary's experiences.

“The possible results from Doctor
Cook’'s achievements will have no influ-
ence on my projected expedition. T am
not planning to reach the point of the
pole. My trip will be for oceanograplhie
investigation. Tt would be highly in-
teresting and important to know if
Doctor Cook found a continent around
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the pole. But he was of necessity lim-
ited to mere visual impressions.”

Abruzzi Praises Cook

ROME, Sept. 2—The duke of
Abruzzf, who has been keenly inter-
ested in polar exploration, said before
he left for the Himfalaya mountains
that Dr. Frederick A. Cook was “per-
haps the man destined to accomplish
this great feat, whilch may be the
greatest achievement ,of the twentieth
century.”

He based his opinion on what he had
heard of Doctor Cook’s former jour-
neys and his preparations for this one.

In a letter received recently at Turin
from the duke the royal explorer asked
if anything had been heard from Doc-
tor Cook. He said he did not believe
the American was dead, and expressed
the belief that he would surpass all
his predecessors on the road to the
pole.

Valuable Scientific Results

WINNIPEG, Sept. 2.—“I believe Dr.
Cook ha8 reached the north pole,” said
Prof. Louis A. Bauer of Carnegle insti-
tute, Washington. ,

“Dr. Cook discussed with me in 1907
his plans to reach the pole. He was
profoundly impressed with the possi-
bility of the great achievement if it
was scientifically planned. His achieve-
ment will unquestionably be attended
with the most valuable results to sci-
ence. Dr. Cook has made an almost
lifelong study of the northern and
gouthern lights and should have much
that is new to tell of these wonderful
phenomena.”

J. R. Tyrrell, an eminent engineer
of Toronto, who is a member of the
New York Explorers’ club, of which Dr.
Cook is also a member, recalled the
circumstances of Dr. Cook's departure
on his perilous expedition.

“Imagine sixty new styles in stiffand
soft hats.” Tom Dillon, opp. Call bld.*

BANKERS FOUND GUILTY -Pittsburg, Sept.
2.—Clifford H. Drum of Washington, Pa., for-
mer cashier of the Bank of Coal Center, and
Frederick W. Ward, a businessman of this eity,
were today found guilty of conspiracy to defraud
the Bank of Coal Center, Pa., of more than
$50,000. Sentence was postponed until Sep-
tember 13.

UNCLE SAM MAY NOT
CLAIM LAND FOUND BY
'AMERICAN EXPLORER

BEVERLY, Mass., Sept. 2.—Neither the president nor Secretary Knox
would discuss Doctor Cook’s discovery of the north pole. When the secre-
tary was asked what the state department ought to do with the pole he
laughingly replied, “Annéx it, of course.”

TR = it is of

WASHINGTON, Sept. 2.—State department officials /believe ;‘t 1 &
g S ; “ook has dis-
little consequence to the Uriited States what lands Doctor L‘70k> ~’-~i( S
covered on his way to the north pole, so far as actual territdrial possessiol

is concerned. : 2R American
. - -~ - . 2 . ime < Py i Cricd
It is recalled by the department officials that ever since 182 e

i » i iscov 'ASt cas of land
explorers in both the arctic and antarctic have discovered vast areas l
i ‘ilkes four in the

to which no claims ever were made. The American Wilkes found
miles in area, and Doctor

aniarctic a territory of more than 100,000 square
Kane made large discoveries in the Arctic, but no effort
the United States to assert' its rights to them,
General Greely some years ago located
known to exist.
Many of the world's greatest navigators
their discoveries to which no claim was ever made.

this, however, is said to be that the lands were almost inaccessible and abdbso-

by

has been made

lands which never hefore were

have from time to fime made

The principal reason for

lutely of no value.

i ’ i i have diséovered
As to the particular territory which Doctor Cook is said to have disCove
to

it was asserted that it was quite probable that these lands would be found

be an extension of the mainland of Greenland. and if so, they belong to Den-
mark. At any rate, it is extremely improbable, it is said, that the United

States would attéempt to assert sovereignty over them.
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