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PUMPKIN PIES
AT LONGMAQINT

By John L. Cowan

HROUGHOUT the wide world the
Tbtrvest time is & season of rejolo-
ing, end its ciose iz marked by 2
holy day or a holiday—depending upon
whether the people are worldly or de-
vout. Neo doubt man's oldest festival
fe¢ the harvest home. It antedates
Christmas and even the passover and
goes back to the first farmer, who must
have rejoiced when he had stored away
sufficient food to last him through the
barren months that he knew were com-
ing
But the American “harvest
home” is not known by thet name and
§s rerely thought of &s having that sig-
nificance. It's the county falr. Per-
bheps you mey not, at first thought,
sgree with this conception of what we
are accustomed to regard as a pecu-

true

llarly American institution. Give the
matter & moment's thought and you
will admit that the fair is a crystal-
lization of the sentiment of harvest
time The sentiment 1s as widespread
es hama v, but every nation has its
own Epo neous method of giving it
expression

The exigencies of horse racing,
amusement enterprises and various
sports interfere to some extent with
the natural adjustment of fair season.

Two or three or a haif dogzen coun-
ties usually arrange a fair circuit, each

town ng a falr ground and asso-
ciation iding its annual exhibition
end festivity on a date that will not
conflict with .any other.  This makes

it possible for the same people to at-
tend &s many fairs as they may de-
gire, for the same livestock and ma-
chinery exhibitors to move thelr ex-
hibits to every falr Iin the circu!’ in
turn, for the same horses to run on
every race track and for the same
fakers to *“work” the rural populace
of many neighborhoods. But it makes
the true nature of the county fair as a
harvést festival a little less obvious.
Sometimes it comes at a time that is
rather Inopportune for the farmer—
when he must, perforce, attend to the
more pressing business of getting In
his crops. Such fairs are necessarily
more or less complete failures. But if
the most important of the products of
the surrounding farms have been gath-
ered, wild horses would not hold the
d#armer at home on fair day. He s

]

filled with the spirit of good will if his
crops have been even moderately boun-
tiful. He takes pride in placing the
fairest of his fruits, the choicest of his
grains and the finest of his livestock on
exhibition, and he has a vast curlosity
to see whether his neighbors have been
able to do as well as he. His barns are
full and his pockets are far from
empty, so he spends his money with a
prodigality that he would never dream
of in winter time, when it's all ountgo
and no income, or in the spring time,
when his barn and granery are sadly
depleted and when it is more or less
problematical whether he will reap
where he has sown or not.

Among primitive races the harvest
festivals are always of a religious
character—a thanksgiving to the gods
for their bounty. This was the origin
of the fairs of Europe In the middle
ages, but gradually the element of
worship at European fairs died out, or
was crowded out by the instinet for
trade. At first the traders, merchants,
all who had anything for sale or who
wished to buy, attended the fairs be-
cause they knew a vast concourse of
people would be there, attracted by
the religious ceremonies. As the re-
ligious sentiment that inspired these
fairs in the beginning died away the
spirit of commercialism gained the as-
cendency, and the people continued to
assemble long after the religlous occa-
sion had been forgotten.

America never had religious fairs of
this kind. The first fairs in this coun-
try were imstituted about 100 years
ago as g stimulus to agricultural en-
deavor, as a means of educating the
tillers of the soil to strive for better
crops and greater ylelds. They grew
in popular favor more as amusement
enterprises than anything else. The
harvest spirit is a spirit of rejoicing.
The farmer has worked hard, and has
received his reward. Now he Is in for
a good time. He wants to enjoy him-
self. Only in so far as the fair helps
along this worthy end does it fulfill
its destiny and Jjustify itself in the
opinion of those that attend. It isn't
that the American farmer is irreligious
that he has thus lost sight of the re-
ligious element of the festival of the
harvest. Far from it. The religious
phase of the harvest sentiment finds
expresgion at Thanksgiving time or in
formal “harvest home™ celebrations in
the churchesr At the fair the farmer
war‘s a holiday. He has earned it by
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the sweat of his brow and the labhor
of his hands. B

This is a blg country and in some
part of it the haftvest is in progress
every month of the year. 8o it is not
strange that the first of the harvest
festivals take place on New Year's day.
That is Pasadena’'s annual tournament
of roses. From a 19 minutes’ inspection
of the street parade one can tell with
absolute certainty whether the orange
crop of the San Gabriel valley is a
phenomenal success or a dismal failure
The golden orange is the real occasion
for the tournament of roses—just as it
is of the floral fiestas of Los Angeles,
Santa Barbara, San IMego and other

tfowns in the great thermal bei. of
California. These are not fairs, of
coursa, but they fulfill preecisely the

same office on the west coast—from
San Diego to Portland—that the county
fairs of the eastern states fulfill where
they are the fashion. They glve ex-
pression to the harvest time sentiment.

When the last of the floral flestas
have been held Fresno comes to the fore
with fts Ralsin day. However, it must
be confessed that the spirit of commer-
cialism js rather more evident in Raisin
day than in the more spontaneous har-
vest festivals of California and other
states. Fresno {s nct content to invite
the world to that hustling town in the
San Joaquin valley to eat raisins and
have a good time. Oh, no; Fresno wants
every family in America to make it a
point to eat raisins on that particular
day. 1f the whole country can be edu-
cated to respect Fresno's modest wish a
shortage in the country’s raisin produec-
tion will at once be evident and the
price of raisins will soar.

To the same purpose San Diego advo-
<cates an orange day, when every indi-
vidual in America is expected to eat at
least one orange. If San Diego and
Fresno prove successful we may expect
an indefinite extension of this method
of exploitation. San Jose may come to
the fore with a prune day, the goober
states with a peanut day, Delaware with
a peach day, Maryland an oyster day,
Rhode TIsland a clam day and so on ad
infinitum.

Of a very different character are the
fete days of the Rocky mountain west,
These are true harvest home festivals
each timed to occur when the typical
and most important production of the
neighborhood is at its best. There is
no'’ ing of barter and teada or of com-

SR

WATGHING
Yooings M

/(,//,(,//}%////r-' \

SN THE BIG SN

NG POOL,
LEMNYOO SPEINGS

Ok SFEAVEERRY DAY «

merciallsm or ax grinding about them,
but everybody goes to have a good time
and to help everybody else have a good

time. And, of course, “having a good
time” involves having plenty to eat—
for who can be_happy or jolly on an

empty stomach?

The typical western fete days have all
been described so often that a detalled
account of the various festivitids would
hardly be in order. Glenwood Springs
leads off in June with its annual Straw-
berry day—the strawberry reaching an
unrivaled perfection of form, size and
flavor in that particular corner of Colo-
rado. After every one has eaten all the
strawberries and cream that he or she
has capacity for, a general invitation is
extended to take a bath' in the big
swimming pool, supplied with hot water
from the hot springs to which the town
owes its name. This i{s no reflection
upon the habits of cleanliness of the
/guests of the community, but simply a

‘wish to shars with gll comers the best

the town affords. Strawberry day comes
opportunely in the month of weddings,
and every loving cauple in that part of
the Rocky mountains makes it a point
to have their wedding take place in
Glenwood Springs on thgt auspicious
occasion.

Gunnison mtku merry with an an-

nual fish fry and Ydaho Springs with a
venison day. Rocky Ford, « America's
most famous cantaloupe producing dis-
trict, has its melon day, where water-
melons and cantaloupes in unlimited
quantities cause the hearts of more than
darkies to rejoice. Greeley, where the
world’s greatest potato flelds are found,
has its yearly potato roast and hay pal-
ace, and Loveland serves the great
American specialty, green corn, in its
most seductive flavor at its annual corn
roast. Longmont's pumpkin pie day is
famous wherever tlie pies “that mother
used to make” are known, and Grand
Junction’s peach day makes ane's mouth
water even to think of it, for no other
region grows peaches quite as good as
those of the western slope. Brighton's
tomato battle is spectacular rather
than appetizing, although the wants of
the inper man are not neglected after
the gory contest with ripe, red toma-
toes has been fought to a finish.

These special days d&o not exhaust
the fair of the west by any means.
Pueblo /has the state fair of Colorado,
Sacramento the state falr of California
and Albuquerque the territorial fair
of New Mexico, and scores of other
towns have the regulation country fairs

su~h as may be seen in Ohio;, Pennsyl- -

1. 'a, Vermont or any other staid and
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convenmonal community of the east
Wyoming’'s great thres dass’ celebra-
tion takes the form of its “Frontier

Days,” in which the wild west is again
resuscitated. In this the harvest home
motif is not evident, for the harvest

of scalps was garnered decades ago.
raveling farther east, the little
town of Ackley, Ia., produces something
unique in its annual Sauerkraut day,
held in September. Last year several
thousand people attended, consuming
15 barrels of odoriferous kraut and
1,200 pounds of piping hot wieners.
After this let no onse deny the right
of sauerkraut and wienerwurst to
stand beside pumpkin ple, Thanksgiv-
ing turkey and buckwheat cakes on
the list of typical national delicacies.

In Rhode Island and other states of
New England there are clam bakes
and similar festivities into which a
good deal of the harvest spirit of good
cheer and free handed liberality is in-
fused. However, as a rule the harvest
festivals of the east are conventional-
ized and stereotyped Into the regulation
county fair, with little of individuality
to distinguish one community !rom the
sther.

Even among the Indians the fair
seems to have taken hold The Crows
of Montana hold an industrial fair an-
nually in sight of the historic battle-
flald ,of the Little Big Horn, where
Custer and his brave men fell 33 years
ago. Of course there are Indian dances
and tribal ceremonies, but thqe exhibits
of livestock, cereals and other products
of the farnfs would be creditable In
any agricultural community of the
east.. The first fair of the Crow tribe
was held in 1904, and every yaar since
has increased in interest and impor-
tance, until it is now attendad by rep-
resentatives of many tribes and
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real factor in ths civilizing of the red
men of the northwest.

None of the other tribes has yet
adopted the fair, but all have their
harvest festivals, which have descended
to them from | emorial antiquity.
These are of rell us purport, for the
propitiation of the gods, and In thanks-
giving for the fruits of the flelda
Among the most famous of these abo-
riginal harvest festivals ars those cele-
brated by the Pueblos of Taos, Isleta
and Acoma, in which dancing, racing,
pole climbing and feasting are the
conspicuous features.
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