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Harold Bell Wright has done a fine
big piece' of"work for the 'Ozarks .and
few. writers will care to encroach upon

this his chosen field. This is his third
novel .of: the same

-
district .and many*

of the same people whom the fortunate
readers of.the other two know so well
appear or are mentioned. in this book.
•Dan^ Matthews; is the: son of Young^

Matt and Sammyy whose love story was
told In "The Shepherd of the Hills,"
and :wlth such parentage Is sure to be
a noble man. We meet himflrst as a
young, lad out fishing and every move-
ment of his career Is followed with the*
keenest sympathy and deepest interest.

">Dan feels called to the ministry and
goes away , to a theological school. - His
first*charge is in a middle class town
called Corinth In a middle western^
state. .The Memorial church has had
some" difficulty in being suited with a
minister;- they have in the last eight
years vhad as many different men and
something was always wrong:
,?J"There was Rev. Swanson— who 'was
tooiold;' and- Rev. Wilson—it was his
daughter; *and Rev. • Jones— lt was his
wife;,ahd'Rev.; George— lt was his son;
and it was Rev. Kern— who.did not get
orv with the. young, people; and Rev.
Holmes

—
who was too young, and got

on with', the young people too well• • •
\u25a0\u25a0'*' and so on through the list.

Dan knew nothing of this at flrst and
went at his duties with all the enthu-
siasm of youth. How easy to have
made of this book only an earnest
young minister's troubles with a big-
oted, narrow, and dishonest church,
and a thoroughly bad lot of "elders."
AITthat we find, but more, much more.
:.Through the influence, flrst of a kind-
ly and, oh, so human, old doctor, who
has evolved .'most of his own philosophy
during long fishing- expeditions; and
second, the study of -a poor lame". boy
whose sweetness of disposition has not
been tainted by.poverty, and suffering,
Dan begins to doubt the entire satis-
fying and comforting, qualities of his
chosen religion. . Not the religion as it
is, but as it is ordinarily practiced in
Christian churches. This Is brought

home to him very forcibly by his ex-
perience, with a poor young woman of
the town.

'

Tears before the young
\u25a0woman's father "had shot a man: soon
the mother* had died of grief and neg-
lect:and the girl was left alone. :How
she lived it Is hard to see. Having
tried everything without success she
had :sunk lower": a^d lower. People
would not' employ her because of the"
stain on her father's name and finally
they began . to speak of her as "that
Grace Connor," imputing to her every

evil. Through Itall she has remained
a good girl, but at last attempts to

commit suicide by taking carbolic acid.
A trained .nurse who has been in the
town for some time and the old doctor's
successor, a fine and noble character,
who, nevertheless, occupies a secondary
place in~ the narrative, work over the
girl and save her life. Dan receives
a number of. shocks from the young
nurse. Hope Farwell. but they do him
a lot of good and he tries his best to
help the poor outcast. Soon the young
nurse I* in almost as much disrepute
as the girl she has saved, simply be-
cause she has taken to her home
to live with her. and soon. too. Dan
Is warned not to associate with either

of them because of the bad reputation

they have acquired.

-Dan can not argue this out from a
religious viewpoint at all. They need
him more than any one else, and ho
pays no attention to the warning. The
old fashioned orthodox religions, which
still preach, fire tand brimstone and
other equally narrow and unpros-resa-
lv«» horrors, receive much criticism In
the form of sarcasm.

-
It-Is rather

crudely done, but It is plain
—

there is
no mistaking the author's meaning. ,

When, toward the end of the book.
Dan and the old doctor, who does not
go to church, are talking over the sit-
uation, the ofd doctor gives voice to a
number of plain truths:

"Strong- people. Dan, sometimes man-
age to live in mighty sickly climates.
The best people In the world are some-
times held by evil circumstances \u25a0which
their own best Intentions have created.
The people In the church are the salt
of the earth. IfIt were not for their
goodness the system would have rotted
long ago. The church, for all Its talk,

doesn't save people: the people save the
church. And let me tell you. Dan, the
very ones in the church who have done
the things you have seeji and felt
at heart respect and believe in you.• • •

Itis their religion to worship
an institution, not a god; to serve a
system, not a race. .It Is history, my
boy. Every reformation begins with

the- persecution of the reformer and

ends with the followers of that re-
former persecuting those who would
lead them another step toward free-
dom. Misguided religious people have
always crucified their saviors and al-
ways will!"

One' might quote at length from the
old doctor's homely philosophy. The
book can no? be read without the keen-
est enjoyment and at the end of the
story one feels that the people are
old friends, real flesh and blood char-
acters, so human are they all.

BOOKS REVIEWED

*-Stories of Greece and Rome"
Retold from St. Nicholas. Published. by th«

Century- company, New.- York. Price 03
cents. .

About five years ago the first book
of stories retold from St. Nicholas was
issued for supplementary reading In
the schools. !Itwas a book of animal
stories and so great a success did Itbe-
come that each 'year has brought anew
series of books contributed from the
same source. .Historical: stories, geo-
graphical stories, stories of adventure,
travel and description. Now a fourth
series is offered, entitled. "Historical
Stories," all of them from the old world
and the middle ages. This series Is
divided into six .' books, : the one
noticed today being "Stories of Greece
and Rome." In; this book, as :in all
the others, the material does jnot pre-
sent a continuous narrative, "but by
pictures in the guise of stories; particu-
larly those telling^of the doings of
boys and girls of ancient times, a vivid
setting is given jwhich:is a real Incen-
tive to serious reading later on. ,j£ \

From -the" reading of these stories
the dry lessons learned elsewhere. may
easily assume anew and a true mean-
ing. •.'\u25a0'\u25a0'; ;> ../\u25a0*/ ".\u25a0;-•\u25a0.'

'
v.-. v V '\u25a0 '":\u25a0•.
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"A Girl of the Limberlost"
By Gene Str«tton-Porter, author of "Freckles." etc Published by Donbleday. rage & Co.,

-
New Xork. \u25a0\u25a0"'':.*-."(,

'
*-\u25a0 .'\u25a0 '\u25a0 \

Itis difficult to speak of the work
of Gene Stratton-Porter and not call
upon all the superlatives of praise in
the language. Everything she does is
of such excellence that the reviews of
her books must all read very much
alike. And yet her books are seldom
or never In the lists of "best sellers":
and, when her tales are analyzed it
will be seen that it is a sad commen-
tary upon the taste of the reading

public.
While this book is not a sequel to

"Freckles," we find him as one of the
lesser characters of this story, and sev-
eral other old friends appeaV in its
rages. This tale is the history of El-
nora Comstock. a girl of the Limber-
lost, from childhood to young woman-
hood.

Elnora has lived all her life in the

•Limberlost. a virgin forest, containing

& terrible swamp. Her father had been
drowned in the quicksands of this
ewamp on the very day she was born

and the horror of it and terror of it
have ruined Mrs. Comstock's life and
at times it almost seems her reason
is affected.

Elnora Is introduced to the reader in

th« opening line and we learn that she
is etarting for lier first day of high

•chool in Onabasha. three miles away.
6he has received what trainjng she has
at "Brushwood school, district No. 8,"

and. like most country pupils, does ex-
cellent work. The school work is noth-
!ng to Elnora; she. is determined to
>srn everything, and stored away in
th« back of her brain is an ambition
to go to college when high school Is
finished. Her mother will give her no
help and Elnora does not know until
she is in the classroom that she must
boy her own books r.nd also pay the

small tuition which all out of town pu-
pils must. Added to this shock is an-
other which is just «s keen; she finds
that she is dressed like a gawk and

\u2666he silly, thoughtless schoolgirls and
boys smile at her in a way which
hurts m^re than a blow.

It requires several chapters to get

Elnora started on a comfortable ca-
reer throug-i school and during this
titno w« meet Wesley and Margaret

Slnton. Lwho are almost angels. The
Important imri. however, explains how
Elr^ra raw a Sign:

•\Varit*»<i
—

Caterpillars; cocoons;
ehTVßalKle*; pupa« cases; butterflies;
moths: Indian relic* of all kinds. High-

est scale of prices paid in cash."
• Now. Elnora had had much experi-
ence with "Freckles" in gathering

moths and had learned how to take
them and care for them and knew,-.too,
something of the value of the various
varieties. "Freckles" had given her
what he had when ne went away, so
Elnora inquires who it is wanting the
caterpillars, and when she finds it Is
the well known "birdwoman" she goes

at once to her. The birdwoman buys

her. collection and orders many more,

and Elnora Is supplied with money for
clothes and books and even sees: her
college career in the distance.

Entirely aside from the nature study,

the story itself as a story is charm-
ing. It is filled with pathos, humor
and no "problem" comes to disturb the
reader's entire enjoyment. But the
nature study is the big thing, and one
must read it to be convinced that even
the disinterested will be converted aft-
er a few chapters. So artistic is the
author's work that not for. one second
Is the reader bored by details about
the moths, and at the end of the book
It will be a complete surprise to find
how much real Information has been
acquired between the lines of this
charming story.

Not the least interesting portion- of
the book deals with the awakening of
Mrs. Comstock, and every reader will
close the book loving this embittered
and long suffering woman. The love
story Is delightful and ;rouses one's
sympathy and interest from the- start.

The story is clean ana sweet through-

out as the beautiful woods and nature
with which ithas so much to do. It
is an unliftingsort of story and inter-
esting alike to young and old. It
can not be too highly praised.—-•—"*Y-v^i

Since the dry of nature faking was
first heard in the land, there has been
at least one naturalist whose work has
stood the test almost without ques-
tion

—
Ernest Thompson Seton.

He is not only a thorough naturalist
and careful student, but a charming
writer as well,and a lover of all forms
of genuine outdoor life. He lives at
Cos Cob, Conn., on one of the most
interesting places *in this country,

which is the. realization of a dream
conceived in the early days of poverty
and obscurity. Mr. Seton tells "The
Story of Wyndygoul" in Country Life
In America, in a fascinating style, and
the first of the two Installments, which
appears in August, is

(
illustrated with

some of Arthur G. Eldredge's ex-
traordinary color photographs.
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A casual glance at the title "Confes-
sions of a Con Man" makes the reader
familiar with the work of the versatile
brothers Irwin think this is ascribed
to the wrong brother when it is seen
to be signed "Will" instead of "Wal-
lace." \u25a0/;;\u25a0'•

A bit of reading, however^,
"

soon
shows that no mistake has been made.
The book is. filled

'
with;amusing anec-

dotes, but sadly amusing
—

pathetically ,
humorous. These confessions first ap-

peared serially /and Mr. Irwin says in
•his preface: that friends "and admirers .
alike thought, of course., they were
flction. He, takes the opportunity here
presented to say in his interesting lit-
tle preface: "Ihasten" to. assure the Y
reader that this Is a genuine confes-
sion; that Ifigure lnvit but, as ;the
transcriber of a life story told me—l
believe with every conscientious effort .
at truth—during a month of pleasant

association In. New York.
• * *

I

have disguised, a name .or a locality

here and there;otherwise Iihave J set
down

'
only what he told me. trying

through' it:all to give some flavor, of
the man/and his vocabulary.

• • •
V •

Few,writefs of today lwould have had
the courage to do™ what' Mr. Irwin has
done in this little book; tie has sunk his"
own Identity, so far out of sight that
nothing remains to tell the, reader tnat
he had anything to do with the writing
of.lt; and yet who"else could; have told
these tales -so graphically—or :rather
who;else -could have drawn such con-
fessions from any man? :

The-".book:is divided into five chap-
ters, entitled, "Ilearn to. cheats with
marked cards." "IjoinUhe circus and
elope with Minnie, the elephant." "Ibe-
come an eminent fixer, and an adept at
big? joint," "I/rejuvenate three-card,
monte," and'"Why. Icut'itout."
: For the purposes of,review one quo-"
tation will ,be enough. In the third
chapter— -*;i become :a'flxer"

—
-he is ex- f

plaining soinfi, easy -ways to;skin "the
farmers who go to the clrcua and to
fairs.. One is worth hearing, about, for .
a lot of/people wlirbe glad to get the
real meaning fof "23V at last. .-',' :
.. ?," 'Cloth*: is arf:easy: money dice game.-
The operator- haslbefore him a sheet of;

green v felt marked off Into .figured

squares— B t0 !48.V: The player throws
eight dice, and the dealer compares ;the
sum iof the ;spot's he has thrown -Lwlth
the :numbers :\on ;cloth. "''Certain *

spaces^ are^ marked
x
for prizes, "five or.;

six are marked !'conditional,' .andione, .j
numberj 23," is,marked :'lose.'.i The deal-.
er;keeps his stacks of coins overj the 23 ;

spaced so1that:it;isn't-notlced /until the .
\ time to show it. '.These spaces
'conditional* are used In'a5great

/ gambling "games,* such :as: spindle;/ they:

are the most' useful 'thing.in";the 1world;

:for leadingithe; sucker, on;\for .when.he .
thrbws "conditionalMhe dealer^ tells. hlm*;

\u25a0 thatXheliis + ln^-great *vluck.r'.J He;*ihas -.
'thrown; better, than ..al winningnumber. /-
Heihas to double :his

-
bet :and ton

the;next > throw he- will get four^ times •

/the iindlQated.-prixe.i or^if?,he
'
;throws sa"

blank V number, the :of his
money, "fHe ?;is ./kept ;/ throwing r:

Uionals'./untilt: his "whole,/pile: isTdowni"
and then" made !to]throw;23—the/ space

-
L,whlchx.he :failedUo'notice

'
and Vwhich is

;marked^'lose/*"^;;';:.;.':' ":>/\u25a0 ~.r:~-" '\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0,\u25a0\u25a0',-"'\u25a0 y-.. ;":;The slang expression comes.from. this
game." ;The splayer. hasn't :> a*chance ion
;earth^i forv

'
the

'
itables are v filledv> wlith

/"boosters" 'and //other^confederates ;of•

the dealer,; who Jsimply|count shlm?out.\
There Jhave &been *•other.-: exposes £of .;

card 'jtricks :and" variovijYcheatlng Ide-1

vicealto Tcatchl' the ;gre'eh* and ;the :,un- \u25a0

>.wary,Vbut ? forisome> reason\theyj have ,
failed^ to> accomplish % thelr.iobject

"
and \

Uhe \u25a0v'conI':':man' goesfcheerfuily Ton shls
£way 'jplyingjhisTtrade.^This ?

*
will?interest Sand Jinstruct :lthe;sunsus^

?yIt-is" carefully]writtenrand;ilT!
1usti-ated '. with

'
a few!clever, sketches by

/. W^Glackens. •."--'" / -0.' .;*.....

"The Confession of a Con Man"

FOR the last six or seven years O.

Henry has been, perhaps, the most

popular short story writer in Amer-

ica. He has a large audience who look
to him most of all for a satisfactory

end entertaining interpretation of, the

life of 'The Four Million." a title of

his own that expresses his aloofness
from a sympathy with the "four hun-
<3rpd." \u25a0

.^ ,v.';

Sydney Porter, which happens to be
fhp baptismal name of O. Henry, is a
flat dweller in Manhattan. The reason-
able desire of Mr.Porter to share none
of O. Henry's fame has brought into

existence a "vast quantity of O. Henry
l^pmJ. When a man's work deeply

Interests people, and there are no facts
at har.d to illumine his personal big-

nesses and trivialities, rumors come in
from the world of fabling. So it is

that a career of O. Henry has been
pieced together out of magnified bits

cf jroFsip. told and retold by the friends
of a friend. The legend runs that he

has been tramp, tintype artist, book
af*«?nt. penny a liner, prospector Inhard
Juck, cowboy, artist, druggist.

These bits of romantic. gossip have
been misleading to the public. O.
H«nry has wandered east and west,

over lands and across seas, but his aim

has never wandered. He has always

bV^n a writer, and has toiled hard to
write well.

He has not had, however, the hard-
ships often incidental to an appren-
ticeship at his profession. He has
never written a story which be has
not eventually sold. To be sure, there
was a time when he got only $50 for a'
6tory

—
as he says

—
"no better, really,

than the ones for which Iget 20 times
as much now." •,
• Although what the man has done Is

far more Important than where he has
been, it is well worth while here, for
the general purpose of recording a
few personal facts that are true, to
rive an outline of his life. He was.
born in186", in Greensboro, N. C When

*
Hill a youth he went to Texas, and
epent nearly" three years on the ranch
of Lee Hall, the ranger. -At this time
he was already planning to write. To
further this plan he secured a posi-
tion with the Post, a daily newspaper
of Houston. Tex. After a year there
he went to Austin. and for
5250 purchased Brann's Iconoclast
from the f owner. .Brann went
to Waco. Tex.^ and a few months
later asked O. Henry to give him back
the title, for he wished to re-establish
his paper. O. Henry's spirit has never
been iconoclastic, and he blithely con-
sented, rechristening his own paper.

• the RollingStone. The new Iconoclast at
Waco achieved a considerable distinc-
tion for brilliancy, until Brann was
killed a few years ago Ina street duel.
The Rolling Stone, written and illus-
trated almost entirely by O. Henry, had
a short life. After this venture he
went to Central America with a friend
who Intended to become interested in
the fruit business, but didn't. "Most
of my -time there," says O. Henry, "I
knocked around among the \u25a0 refugees

and consuls." From Central! America
Le returned to Texas.; where two" ex-
pedient weeks 0f... employment in' a-
drug store; were enough to -keep" alive
for 20 -'years the myth of;hls,occupa-r

tion as a druggist. Thence ihe 1went* to v
New Orleans/where he began not more;
earnest! y, but with .more consistency

of"effort,.his .work as a writer.;Eight;
years &jro he came to ICew York.

"When did you take up a pen name7" \u25a0

Iasked hlm.-C9POBi^M9SBHPHtB
"When I.was in:New ;Orleans one

6ay. Isaid to:a friend,:Tnv going to ;

send out some etoriea.
-
I«don't '\u25a0 know/;

D. HENRY=THE STORY OF THE AUTHORED HIS WORK
Peyton Steger there he sees and showsybu what the

succession of;"days A and the recufring
nights >ring to the shop girl,

;.the clerk,

the worker at' this and that dull;task
for a: wage Uhat supplies little-to the
body and less 'to' the soul. :Usually
each brief 'story—vivid,-human,
lays" bare some ;cruel •\u25a0roughness-' of--'the •'

social fabric- at the same time \ that it
gives a"quaint,: dear" glimpse of good

and happiness and fun. •'
"Of.course," says 0. Henry, "there

are two sides to the -question. Let;us
look at the other. We. often hear ;'shop
prlrls' spoken of. No such persons exist.
There are girls who work;."in .-'shops.
They,make their 'living that way. But
why 'turn their:occupation into:an ad-
jective? -Let us- be -fair.. We do not
refer !to the "girls who. live :on Fifth

'avenue. as /marriage girls.'."...•
V. It'Is :a common:1temptation to com-
pare a recent arrival in:literature \wlth
it's veterans, or its gods. -0... Henry's

Indifference'/ to the English* language

as he' makes/it, do his bidding is like
the big ;indifference of Kipling..A like-
ne«s to,Dickens; is more obvious. There
is the largeness of philosophy and
sympathy, the: gleam and flash of wit,

'humor '.grotesque and 'deep. :r- and the
.half intimate: gayety of;manner that,
after all, is hot gay 'and not
really,intimate. ,:. '- '

Hisistories make a sort of "Comedie;
Humaine."^ He takes "rag-time" music

tand gives •an effect that challenges the' tragedy; of vgrand opera. "Life," he
says himself. v"is made /up of. sobs, snif-
fles and smiles, with sniffles ."predomi-
nating.", Theshop girl'who masquer-
ades for ,a:week as a great lady, \u25a0 the
flat;dweller % who has , a glimpse of
heaven through ,theV skylight of her.
attlc v bedroom and -of.romance ;mV an
ambulance,, the .tawdry little, actress
whose ;faith: is* shattered, '. the :young

\u25a0 clubman' who: chooses /between Va' for-:
, tune for himself 'and one, for ;\u25a0 a home-
less girl.';are \u25a0? all /people of.his; por-
trayed wlth^a/quick,'; loving pencil, vig-
orous, apparently 'careless.; in-reality
painstaking to -^the point of fineness.
He" has; too, san elusive way of inter-
:weaving the romantic and the rldicu-,
lous' so that Hhey^are; hard ?.to dis-*
linguifeh. Take,- for instance, a;passage

-jfroma short storyentltled "Hearts and
'Crosses'" :• ;;V/'V •'"-",'\u25a0 /^;"-' \u25a0\u25a0;. ':"', \u25a0

\u25a0
-..-,: \u25a0

•r;"Santa' was lyln';in bed ,pretty sick.
But she gives ?out ,a kind*of,smile, jand

'

;her/, hand -and mine locks horns, and; ;,!\u25a0"
sits tdownS by,the bed—mud

'
and \u25a0 spurs

and < chaps '$ and? all. ::;-'I've "heardvydu
ridin* across the grass for hours. Webb, ;
Bheisays.; 'I was sure .you'd come.

'
You

saw/- the -sign?' •.; she whispers. '\u25a0'\u25a0 /'The
minute I;hit;camp,' :;says I." •

'Twas
marked •onithe bag/ of.;potatoes and
onions-Vvyi'They're;; always ;;\u25a0 together.'.

:says she,] soft like—.'always together, in:
111 1ife/' \u25a0:. 'Theyigo = well;together.'. lllsays,
'in a stew.', ,'l.mean hearts and crosses,'.:
says;Santa. \u0084' Our sign— to:love and;to

,' suffer— that's -what' they/ mean.' .'\y : .
\u25a0 O. Henry'stmethods -of -work, as he

"himself r.describes ythem,;-, are':; simple.
i: "Rule? 1 of:story> writing:\u25a0•.- Is ;to

- write;
,stories ;that please yourself.' ;The're^ is
no;rule .2.*\Ins writing,% forget^ the pub-
lic. \u0084

'ißet/a^Btory'thofotrghlyMnsmlnd
before/ Iss t down

'
at 'imy;table. Then

:I/iwrite>;lt out I*quickly,";and;1 *quickly,";and; •
without

revising Mt.Vgend ''it;\to publishers.
;/lnt this Icam iable 5 to"Judge *:my
,work |"almost as

*
the ? publlo> judges % It.-,

\u25a0.-I'.ve seen"; stories J in- type thatU didn't
;at first'.blush'l recognise. as? my,* own.".X
'I "Do.you;have itimes ;when, you; can't

: write?" Iasked^hlmrrj^^/v/"'^ '•:\u25a0. ;- '=\u0084;=
'; "Oh," yes;* sometimes Ihave dry spells

Ilast ';for]twofor > threes months^ In
hthis/events I^neverJ force; myself, ri;get
ifout:andisee\thingsandt talk;tb;people."
(--IHeIis/now 5 at\work]on';a/ novels_whlch/
5 will.;surely.) flnd/vwhehCit3appears,";.' an
f<eager, and 1curious fcrowd^who awHr,want
Ato\read jthe ",flrst longtwork (ofjthe" Vman'-

whose c;short tstories shave;- made; him
such; a:big^clear,^: lovableifigure.1""/ -.-.\u25a0\u25a0

\u25a0John Macy. author of the life of Ed-
gar Allan.Poe in the Beacon biogra-
phies, is now livingat Brunswick, ii*..
having retired from bis work as asso-
ciate editor of the Youth's Companion.
Mr. Macy recently wrote to the papers
In the name of his wife, who was
formerly Miss Sullivan, teacher for
many years of Miss Helen Keller, deny-
ing the statement that the late Henry
H. Rogers was responsible for having
rescued Miss Keller some 25 years ago.
Mr.

•
Macy shows that, as a matter of

fact. Mr. Rogers was flrst taken to- see
Miss Keller in 1856 by Mark Twain, his
benefactions beginning soon thereafter.

Van Tassel Sutphen. one of the best
known of New York short story writers
and author of several novels, among
them "The: Doomsman" and "The Gates
ofChance." sailed a few days ago for a
sojourn of several months abroad,
chiefly in Italy. Mr. Sutphen is as well
known to sportsmen as he is to book-
men, being a celebrated golf player,
formerly editor of Golf and writer of
several stories of the links, which are
collected under the title of "The Golfl-
cide."

, Dr.Henry C. McCook. author of "Na-
ture's Craftsmen." who has been spend-
ing some time in Philadelphia, has re-
turned to his country home. Erookcamp,
near Devon, Pa. Brookcamp. with its
stretches of green and mighty trees, its
stream and varied growths of plant life.
is' an ideal spot for the distinguished
naturalist, who pursues there his inti-
mate studies, of insect life.

Later advices from England would
seem to indicate that William de Jlor-
gan's new novel, "It Never Can Happen
Again." which had been announced for
this month, may not appear tillSeptem-
ber, possibly later, as Mr. de Morgan,
who is one of the most conscientious of
workmen, is still at work upon it.'

Carolyn Wells, whose latest "book for
adults," a.i some one called it to sepa-
rate it from the^ author's various stories
for children. Is the "Rubaiyat of
Bridge," is a temporary dweller In the
White mountains. Miss Wells is at
Mount Washington, where she Intend3
to pass the remainder of the summer.

Dorothy Canfleld. the author of many
short stories and daughter of Flavla A.
C. Canfleld. who wrote "The Kidnaped
Campers," returned recently from a so-
journ in France and is again at her
home In Arlington. Vt.. where much of
her literary work 13 done.

John Spargo. author of "The Bitter
Cry of the Children," "The Spiritual
Significance of Socialism." etc.. Is spend-
ing the summer with his family at his
summer home in Bennlngton. Vt.He has
Just completed and sent to his publish-

ers the biography of Karl Marx, which
he began 12 years ago. The biography
will be published in several languages.

John Kendrick Bangs, whose latest
book, published by the Harpers a few
months ago. Introduced that friendly
favbrite. "The Genial Idiot." is estab-
lished for the summer at Cape Xeddick,
Me., where his cottage is one of the
most admired along the Maine coast.

Ilnmli* Garland Is at his summer
home. Mapleshade. In West Salem. Wis..
where, despite* his announced resolution
not to write any more novels-— only
plays

—
he is said to be now and again

occupied with a page of fiction.

Messrs. Thomas Y.Crowell &Co. have
now ia press a novel by a new south-
ern writer. Frances N'immo Greene. It
is entitled "Into the Night" and la a
tale of mystery laid In old Xew Or-
leans. Advance readers commend it
highly. Mis3Cable .writes: "The au-
thor knows her New Orleans, and her
characters are very live."

"Waylaid by Wireless," both remark-
able successes of the present season.

: >To- the lohg:list 'of jllteraryjfriend-
shlpS'Of.^romantic {outcome^ should be
added the marriage on June 16 of Miss
Katharine; MacHarg »of Chicago,^ sister
ofitthe i-iWilliam';:B.:jMacHarg,
and \heribrother's ifriendiand \ collabor-
ator.vvEdwin" Balmer."^:"These 5

4 Chicago
men'areTcoauthorsfof.a/ series :of :"new"
detective; stories] now;appearing jin/one
of the \'i magazines.' \u25a0 Mr.

-
Balmer '." wrote

the' play vv'Via1Wireless' Vand ..theiihovel

' RoyNortonisat present engaged on
\u25a0 a new' novel,; which;is described as
beingV/of- a', sociological order. To
rgather^ the -material .for it,he is travel-
ing,from one city'to. another, "living'in
different \u25a0 grades :of-' society and 1nvestl-
gating,^whatever he jsees that carries
:with-,it4 promise- of human Interest. -

\u25a0 Charles. Rann Kennedy and Mrs.
Kennedy,^ r,(Edith"' Wynne 'X Matthison)
have fbeeh^ making: a

*

round of visits
among 'friends in.-various .sections ;of
the"*country, sinee ithe rfinish of• "the
spring i'tour? of

-
'.The..,- Servant ;In the

House." :They are at present In Maine.

V:.'One' of the niost interesting announce-
ments for the fall is an important book
of travel, .the most serious since Stan-
ley'S;"Darkest Africa." .It is entitled
"The Great* Wall 'of.'China", and is writ-
ten by-. Dr.u William ;Edgar Geil, the
eminent "American .traveler.
1-

"• ""....\u25a0•" '.""".. •\u25a0-
* •/.:•\u25a0' •\u25a0 » \u25a0\u25a0

" .

- Further information >regarding Mrs.
R. S. Garnett; the[author of ,"The In-
famous '..John .Friend." ja romance of
Napoleon's projected inVaslon ofIEng-
land,-lately reviewed in these columns,
states that -is a daughter in law
of the late Dr. Richard Garnett. is a
member .of ia.literary family,' being a
descendant of;William Roscoe,' the his-
torian iof*the>Medici. ;and a" niece of
R.:H. Hutton, late editor, of the <Spec-
tator.. The Miero of,-her novel, a paid
spyiin the French^ service,. is a psycho-*
logicaltstudy -of a.masculine new
,to 'fiction.'?'- / ;\"-..'.- ,

At the age of,15 Jacques .Futrelle.
the author, held, the typewriting cham-
pionship of the .United States

—
that is

to say, he could -write more words to
the minute than any other person in
the 'country. • Curiously enough. Mr.
Futrelle has entirely discarded . the
typewriter in the composition of his
stories. All of "Elusive Isabel" was
written out in long.hand, correoted.
worked over' and written out In long

'hand a second time. |

Gossip of Books and Writers
Hall Came has just finished his novel

"The White » Prophet," upon which he
has been at work for three years. He
is accustomed .to start his *.literary
labors at 4:50 a. in., writing steadily
from that; hour until 11 o'clock. This
particular book he has written through
three times. It Is a novel' of about
200,000 words. The first four books of
ithave been ready for months, the last
book having been just completed. To
his publishers he writes. "It is longer
than Iexpected. Ithink Itis the most
arresting and dramatic thing Ihave
done . . . Ihave done all Ican
with it and the future must be on the
knees of the gods."

Then follow six other talks
"His, Intimates," "Books." "Money."
"Recreation." "Wife," and "Church"

—
each discussed with a genial wit and
Intimate knowledge which hold the at-
tention.'. We believe that any reader
who turns first to the opening pages of
the chapter on "His Wife" willnot only
read that at one sitting, but wilt be
tempted to follow the author through
the whole volume with the utmost care.
For he is emphatically a man who has
something to say.

Good common sense and a grasp of
the essentials are manifested in.every
page of "The Young Man's Affairs."
Having been a young man himself

—
perhaps counting himself as still one

—
the author does not attempt either ser-
monizing or lecturing. Instead, he
here "gives a series of.the friendliest
carts on the things which concern a
young man; on affairs which every
young man is called upon to decide for
himself, willy-nilly. At the outset Is
"His Main Purpose." "You will agree
with me," says the speaker,, "that no
man is apt to arrive, unless he has -a
fairly distinct -idea of where he is go-
ing. You can steer a ship that is mov-
ing .*.-"

* •
and you can do almost

anything with a young man who is pos-
sessed by a purpose. Ifthat purpose
is a mistaken one. he can be faced
about. But it is .hard to do anything
with .human derelicts."

"The Young Man's Affairs
By Ch«rl*s.Reynolds Brown.- author of •'The

Social Message of the Modern Pulpit.I,' He.
I'ubll.-b^rl by Thomas J. Crowell & Co.. New
York. Price $1.

whether they are any, good or not. so 1
want an. alias. :< Help me pick one.':
He suggested- we.get a newspaper and:
pick a-name from the first ..st of no-;;
tables we found.1 In the description

of a fashionable ball, my eye :lightedf
on the name Henry. "That'll do for
a last name,' said I. /Now for a first-
name. I;w£nt;something short.'- 'Why
not a plain; initial?* asked" my friend.
•Good'M replied, 'and the easiest of-all'
to make is O."

His wanderings have Influenced his,
work. Texas gives, the setting for,the-,

volume of- short stories called "The ,
Heart- o' theVVVest." America*;
Is the scene of ''Cabbages and \u25a0 Kings.','
"The* Four Million," 'The Voice.of the
City," and "The Trimmed ;Lamp" are
stories; of New York•city>

T"The Gentle 'X
Grafter," naturally; enough, has

-
no!

home.
But; this Influence. of- place is; Inslgr

nificant.' ;The Equalities 'that ?;mark "his"
work aro as universal as ;human; nature^and ,as free

-
from -the 'restrictions of;*

locality.
-

His: New York 's stories .are \u25a0

generally conceded ;' to;be \his ;best,'r andt;
to show, the >most •level degree :of \ex-/cellence; '.but~lhe reason ," for,' this Mies :

in;the, stories /themselves.,;-. ':;\u25a0'; '\u25a0"•.; \u25a0''\u25a0: '\u25a0'\u25a0 :'-i
': ''People *say I

'khow;N*ewiYorkiwell,"*.'
O. Henry ysaid '[to*ms.' .; J'Just^ changei
Twentyithird!street, Inone' of \u25a0: my,'Kew,%'.York'stories :tb;Maln 'street/ rub out jthe|
Flatiron

- building;and put inc the .: town 't

hall. Then the .story will-fit'just;as
truly i"At:least. Ihope this
Is 'the case with -what -1 write; ySo

lon g: as": your story -is true- to life, the
mere change of local color will set itJn
the *ea st,2 west. • south! .or north. The

'\u25a0\u25a0 characters in
'

.\u25a0 the S 'Arabian :Nights';pa-
rade up and 'down Broadway at midday,
or Main: street in.;Dallas, Tex.'/': :
-;His * work 'commands 'r the |highest

prices editors, pay, and editors pay "for
breadth^, and :;depth of'jappeal. u .-• They,
reason, that 0.-Henry ;glves, them the
cubic f area 'they^ want. ;.ItJs> almost a
fixed, idea" of.'publishers \ that :volumes;
'of. 6hbrt. stories .are jbad

'
risks;;:but; a

collection in book \u25a0 form of.;stories by.

Cv Henry, finds a:; waiting crowd.
crowd Is: large, like I'his:: titles— "The
Four Miinon,",i,",Thejiyoice;of,,the^Clty.":
"Cabbages and Kings.';'

'
,ToIhim.Mhoso.masses ;?people.; whoi flgure:;in ;the

census rare abnormal .l nor sub-;
"
normal. %- He' accepts '...with '\u25a0'-]sympathy,'
:wit.iandioccasional

"
irony!the^unpleas-.

,ant factIthat ? a human' being fccat;n t;be
~
a

drudge,", the glorious ;fact; that a'drudge
:is ? a.human ;:belng.'! -There *arel.wohder
Ualesjto^beUoldj^of vthe^llvesiof^dere-;
llcts Iwhb? sleep '"on"benches '.in"'Madison
square,"-of? people* who*dwell,in;narrow"
flats.?ofIhalfieducated ;? boys]and -girls

', in'offices !"and|behind 'counters.^ lnjO.
iHenry^s 4telling;ip,they, 4lose': no
;ofi.wonder;;forjheiiwritesinelther;aß;re-
\ former Jnor^melodramatist^ nor;patron-*
izingiwit;'"?In a;flash:here •• and

-
a flash
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