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FTER it has recovered from a not altogether pleasant shock
. surprise, the west will begin to see that President Taft’s
verdict in favor of Secretary Ballinger is about the equivalent
— i of “not proven.” Only in the official sense is it
Technical a conclusive judgment. Ballinger must get his
Verdict for
Ballihger

final certificate from the public, which is now
fullv on its guard with respect to his affilia-
ations.

The Call has no desire to indulge in loose
riticism of the acts of President Taft. He is in the best
position to determine the merits of a controversy which will not
be ended by executive declaration that the acts of one of the parties

» fell strictly within the letter of the law. It is only natural
the president should lean, if he leans at all, to the side of one

of his ow

-

or heated ¢

vn appointees, when that appointee was squirming under
wielded by one of the most vigorous subordinates of the
1g militant administration. President Taft is a good lawyer.
It natural that he should make up his verdict as a lawyer,
bound by the of the law. The text of his vindication of
Ballinger indicates the lawyer's strictest adherence to
hose technicalities of the law which must needs be invoked to-give
the secretary of the interior a certifieate of unbiased official conduct.

To the lay mind the text of the vindication indicates that the
president went into the controversy determined to give Ballinger
every benefit that might be drawn from a technical construction of
the letter of the law. The executive statement does not specify what
information Glavis withheld. Glavis is adjudged guilty of sophisti-
cating a case against his superior, but the method of his jobbery

the 1asi

preceed:

1S onh
letter

Secretary

is not exposed .

\With reference to the coal land fraud cases, Glavis said that if
he was 1 hurried he could make his cases without the entrymen;
that if he was driven he would be compelled to rely on the test'imony
of entrymen. There is no denial of the charge that he was driven. |
There is no denial of the charge that stenographers and clerks in the
offices of eastern promoters were among the entrymen. Glavis with-

held something and Glavis is already dismissed from the service by
his vindicated chief. :
, Pinchet, chief forester and chief accuser, has said that|
he will not resign ffom the service which he has made of inestimable
value to the American people and a thorn in the flesh of the timber
thief, the water pirate and the mineral grabber. It is to be hoped
that he will not resign as a result of the “not proven” judgment
rendered for Ballinger. 3

The éffect of Glavis’ summary dismissal will be slroﬁgly to deter |
other subordinates, who may feel like questioning the acts of their
superiors. It will clear up the atmosphere in one branch of the interior
department and it will insure for President Taft's official family at
least a superficial peace. But it will not convince the west or convert
it to Ballingerism. The west knows Ballinger too well. It knows
his associations. The west knows Pinchot and his work. The vin-
dication of yesterday is not conclusive of the west's interest in this
matter. The west is willing, even anxious, to be convinced. It will
wait to see who gets that Alaska coal, and whether Ballinger or his
iriends share in the profits. :

There is no regularly constituted court of law to which Pinchot
can appeal. He can, however, appeal to the highest of all courts—
that of public opinion—and public opinion has not yet been turned

against Pinchot. ;
I for the, pole” was not really “scientific.” It was not stamped
with the hallmark of the schoals, and, theréiore, does not rise
’ above the dignity of an athletic event. Neither
Cook Brokg was the “dash” conducted in accordance with
,T‘* exploration was violated by an ill bred intruder
who butted into Peary’s rgservation. ;
written by Herbert L. Bridgman for the Independent. As might |
have been inferred from the tenor of his criticism, Mr. Bridgman

HE awful charge is now presented that Doctor Cook's “dash

the rules of the game. The etiquette of polar
Polar Etiquette|
r L0 e :
‘ These remarks are suggested by a paper

is secretary of the Peary arctic club and ‘perhaps holds office by |

virtue of his faith that Peary had established an exclusive title
to the pole even before he got there. That appears to be the first
article of belief with the Peary club. We gquote Mr. Bridgman;

~Doctor Cook would probably not demand that scientific rank
weight should be given to his expedition. It was simply a_du \:ﬁg
nature—man, stri for the fight, éncumbered only with the harest
necessities, determined to make a life and death struggle for one thing
only—the goal. But the world will ask that science, though not directly
interested and served, shall verify the claim and shall attest the result.
* * B * * -

~ Maybe this is not the time nor place to intrude ethics or etiquette.
Yet those who have followed arctic matters do not forget that Peary made
all this possible and they reserve until the factssare known their judg-
ment. Eskimos had been trained by him, land explored and seas charted,
and only an unlucky delay of contractors, for :rgieh he was in no way
responsible, kept him at home in the summer of 1907. Everybody knew
the facts—that his work was unfinished, postponed—and the fitting out
of the Bradiey by stealth (the Bradley was, Doctor Cook’s ship), equipped
for field work with stores and supplies for inland sea ﬁe marches,
while, of course, within the prescriptive rights of its owner, invited
remark among men who respect honor and observe fair play, 0

How is science concerned in polar exploration? What scientific
knowledge of importance is compassed by observations taken at
the pole? In all this inflated talk about science and the pole
nobody has taken pains to answer these questions, and the reason
is not far to seek. ’ ; i

As a matter of fact, the race for the pole is nothing more
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| Let the Merry Dash Go
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ERE is a matter that is not very important, perhaps, but
vet significant in that it serves to illustrate in a striking
way the lengths to which politicians will go to punish a man

, | whose head is wanted by the machine. Some-
| Queer Work Of

thing has been said in these columns con-

D cerning the tyrannical methods used by the
LydiaPinkham |
¢ i
Sl’one S MQI‘I 1

machine to punish Game Warden Welch of

Santa Cruz county. Welch had offended the

“higher ups” in the political machine and had
chiefly got himself disliked by General “Lydia Pinkham” Stone,
who commands the state fish and game commission and applies
its fat revenues where they will do the most good.

It was no trick at all for “Lydia” to persuade certain useful
supervisors of Santa Cruz county to dispense summarily with
Welch’s services, but the dismissal as programmed did not stick.
Judge Lucas Smith of the Santa Cruz_superior court decided that]
it had been illegally done and at the same time administered a
stinging rebuke to the superserviceable henchmen of “Lydia.”

That might have discouraged most men with any sense of
public decency, but not these hardy swashbucklers of “Lydia.”
On the word they proceeded in a novel way,.thus described . in
the Santa Cruz News:

The most shameless fhing abous this resolution is a clause finding
Welch guilty of not performing the duties of fish, game and fire warden
since May 19, 1909—the date when the supervisors threw him out of
office and invested Malott with full authority as an officer.

That would be as if Mayor Drullard should seize the records of the
water department, bar Water Superintendent Tait from admission to
his own office, notify the public to have no further dealings with him,
appoint his guccessor—and then file charges against Tait for failure to
do his official duty from the date he was deprived of his position.

That is to say, they find Welch guilty of their own wrong.
Having unlawfully dismissed him from office they find him guilty
of not fulfilling its duties from the date of his dismissal. It is an

example of stupid malignity entirely characteristic of its source.

‘varying from six months to two ..ﬁam
vote at any election in Alabama, Arkan-,
Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, Mis-

SSESSOR HOPKINS of Los Angeles goes on hurling defiance
characteristic gesture, Hopkins declares that he and Los
[ Angeles will not submit to the indignity of
Los Angeles
the support of the state government.
Never was there a crisis without its heroic
Shhv Board voted nearest to him. According to the Los
Angeles newspapers Hopkins, assessor, has returned’ from Sacra-
about his speech.”

Hopkins, loaded with glint and speech, went home to fight. He
syndicate that it need not fear. Hopkins was on the job, the stat&s
equalizers and tax collectors would appraach at their peril. Quoth
Hopkins : : ; \ gy

1 shall coptinue spreasc'l;ng my tax assessment lists on the basis of
a

horizontal raise and certainly no 40 per cent increase along the line.

I intend to place valuations on my books as I find them, regardless of

short, I intend to do my duty as assessor for Los Angeles county

despite what a board in Sacramento may do. >
basis with the rest of the state of California. Los Angeles will not
|stand for a 40 per cent increase that will make its valuations for
Los Angeles is above the law. Los Angeles may consent to direct
the affairs of California, but the rest of the state must pay the
to keep its money where it feels the need for it. Hopkins says so.
Let ‘California beware, also make haste to placate L-&?Ang‘@« and
slap California on the wrist. -~ =
o T L e
o .~':.‘.'.i&'-%“m :::uennd-n m_ of coats?

and bad language at the state board of equalization. With a
being compelled to pay their fair share toward
Assessor Defies
champion of the rights of those people who
mento with “a glint of determination in his eye and nothing uncertain
unloaded glint and langhage and assured a ravished real estate
values’ as 1 see them. r as I am concerned there will be no
_any horizontal raise of 40 per cent that the state board may make, TIn
There you are. Los Angeles will not pay taxes on the same
purposes of state taxation the same as those fixed for local taxation,,
freight. Los Angeles has need of its money at home. It purposes
Hopkins, lest Hopkins unlimber more “glints of determination” and
-X-. ANSWERS TO QUERIES -X-
9t is unlawful for a sallor to sell any

n. ment and a fire de
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important than an athletic event. Whether -Cook won or
we do not know, but it is certain that the obstreperous
of Peary do not behave like sportsmen.
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| Speaking of Tafts Visit |

One of the skyscrapers he will not
see—the Hearst 23 story buillding.

When the president visits. Yosemite
the guides spiel about “another wonder
in the valley.”

After the president has sampled
Spring Valley he will be stronger than
ever for Metch Hetchy.

When the president views Van Ness
avenue: “That reminds me of Oyster
Bay-—so much like a lonesome town!"”

One of our best loeal exhibits for
the president—a contented Japanese
community. Tokyo papers please copy.

‘“Yes, I know,” sald W. H. T. with
a smile, *“Cook and Peary are on their
way home, but I'm on my way west.,"”

Next week ‘“The Gentleman From
Mississippi” as a local attraction. Two
weeks later, the first gentleman of the
land from Washington,

Yes, indeed, Professor McAdie, it's a
superb brand of‘weather you're giving
us. But please save some of it for
our honored guest from Washington.

When President Taft takes another
look at the Pacifie he will discover
that it can easily accommodate a
permanent battleship fleet. We won't
be happy until we get it.

A pleasant incident of the presidéent's
visit to Los Angeles will be when he is
the ®uest of his sister, Pieture his
brogd smile when she asks him if he
remembers when they used to call him
“little Willie.”

l,Lel’tfrs From the People

WQULD STOP THE POSTAL DEFICIT

Editor The Call: Last year's deficit
in United States postal accdunts is said
to have risen to $20,000,000. On the
other hand, Great Britain’'s profit on
its postoffice annually foots up some
Why is this thus?

Our express companies are piling up
fabulous surpluses year after year.
Why not our national postoffice?

There is one reason, obvious to the
meanest capacity, that I beg a few
lines to explain.. g

A merchant whose clerks and sales-
people are only occupied a fourth of

the high road to bankruptcy. If he
can increase his business so as to keep
all employed the whole day, he might
soon have a millionaireship in sight.

Apply this to our postal affairs. On
our rural free delivery routes are tens
of thousands of mall carriers with]

horses and vehicles. It is calculatedq,

each carries an average of 12 pounds
either way. He could just as easily
handle 20 times this quantity with-
out any increase in his cost to the post-
office, { :

Moreqver, ‘this. extra business, and
more, would be readily forthcoming
were an up to date system of parcels
post at low rates adopted-in this coun-
try. . Thus might -the defi§it become
a4 surplug and an .inestimable ;boon.
conferred. on the whole people.
 The present ridiculous condition of
postal '{ntel is constantly being brought
home .to. S WG TS ANASEIIN
*.Only a few days since I had occasion

postoffice clerk wanted
32 cents to forward it to the nearest

village, two miles distant, but sent it|

all across this continent and bevond
the Atlantic ocean to London, _Eng.,

- The reason for this is that our presi-

CAL

'What the State
Owes The Callf

The press of the entire state

aforethought.

formity

point mainly, was devoured with

reports would have been.

seeing a “best” story, sent a special writer to the scene.
there throughout the whole session, and his narrative, from a news

2 From Redding Courier-Free Press
MONG our metropolitan contemporaries none has probed us
with caustic pen as has The San Francisco Call. This prefatory
remark .is made with the twofold view of reminding thut
powerful journal that on some issues we remain as “"we were,
yet note without equivocation its stetling service to the state of
California on the county assessment sitmation as brought nto
focus by the action last week of the state board oi equalization.

public

is indebted to The Call's special

able representative at the meetings of the board in Los Ange_le.~.
where the local newspapers, especially the Los Angeles .Examu?er
and Express, attacked the state board from every point with malice

The Associated Press dispatches were not transmitted in con-
with the true situation and The Call's management, fore-

He stayed

avidity everywhere..

Jt is safe to say that had The Call not paid special expert
attention to the work in hand the press and tax payers of the state
would have read only the blitherings of the Examiner and Express,
and as the former came out in one issue attacking the northern
members of the state board of equalization in an artic
of the “gumshoe” men it can readily be seen how “faithful” the

le that talked

Standing alone, The Call was the people’s medium through
which was observed the exact status of affairs in the City of Angels
and it must be accorded all credit for a signal journalistic feat.

[
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HE wedding news of the season is
taking a prominent place in the
; gossip of the day, and several of
the brides elect whose engage-
ments have been announced during the
summer are deep in preparation for
the autumn weddings, The marriage
of Miss Helen Baker and Drummond

MacGavin will take place the first week
in November and will be an important
affair in the evening at Trinity ehurch,
but the exact date Is not yet announcgd.
The bride will be attended by her sis-
ter, Miss Dorothy Baker, as maid of
honor, and she will have several
bridesmaids, but the date of her wed-
ding has been kept Indefinite awaiting
the return of her sister from Europe.
Miss Baker is expected to arrive here
next month, and will be accompanied
-by Miss Kate Stone, who is coming
here for the wedding. Another re-
turning traveler frem Paris who will
probably be in the party is Mrs. E. B.
Clement, the mother of Mrs. Dixwell
Hewitt., Mrs. Ashton and her daugh-
ters, Miss Helen and Miss Bessie Ash-
ton, are in London, but are returning
soon, perhaps with the party just men-
tioned, for Miss Bessie Ashton will be
among the bevy of bridesmaids. An-
other attendant will be in all probabil-
ity Miss Dolly MacGavin and Carlton
Curtiss, a life leng friend of Drum-
mond MacGavin, will act as best man.
- E .

5

Cards were sent out yesterday for
the dances to be given this winter by
the Friday Night daneing club that
has béen in existence for several sea-
sons and has a delightful array of suc-
cessful parties to its eredit. The
dances are to be given in the Cali-
fornia club auditorium, and are a mat-
ter of anticipation chiefly among the
younger girls whe have not yet made
their formal bow to society, but seve
eral of the older boyvs and girls have
received cards for the attractive se-
ries, The dates for the dances are
announced as follows: October 29, No-
vember 26, December 28, January 28
and Marech 25. The patronesses that
have the arrangements in charge and
who have been responsible for the
previous success of this congenial lit-
tle club are:

Mre. Prank D. Bates [Mrs. Frederick W.
Mrs, Wendell I'. Ham-; Thompson

mon ‘ rs. Robert Trving
Mrs, Frank H, Powers | Bentley

Mrs. Eugene A. Bresse |
* - -

Mrs. Guy 8. Millbury and Miss Ma-
rian Cumming hayve sent out cards for
a tea that they will give next Tues-
day afternoon at the heme of the lat-
ter hostess in Masonic avenue, and the
complimented guest will be Miss Tonks
of New York, who is a visitor here and
is being entertained among the coterie
of talented society people whose inter-
ests are musical.

£ L d -

There are two afternoon affairs that
will attract soclety within doors to
drink tea and gossip, and one of
these is the tea at which Miss Janet
Coleman will preside this afternoon
at her home in California street with
Mrs. Earl Talbot, who was Miss Helen
Scoville, as her complimented guest.
The other affair of social importance is
the tea that Mrs. Emmet Rixford is
giving at her Sausalito home in com-
pliment to Mrs. Clarence P. Nichelson,
who is here for a brief stay on her
way to her eastern home after an ex-

among

tended visit in the Philippines. While
both affairs will be guite informal there
“will be a large group of friends who
will enjoy either or both occasions,

- » »

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Sloane Watson
are at their country home, Oakecroft,
near Redwood, where they will remain

probably until late in October, but Mrs,

Watson is a frequent visitor to town

and has been entertaining her friends

at a succession of informal house par-

ties this season.
- - -

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Deering will
return later in the month, after passing
the summer at their country home near
Redwood, and will occupy their house
in Broderick street this winter.

. - »

Mre. William 8. Tevis, accompanied
by her four sens, Lloyd, Willlam Jr,
Gordon and Lansing Tevis, is return-
ing after a delightful summer passed
in Paris and Vienna. They will re-
malin in New York for a brief visit, but
are expected here some time this menth,
when they will be in town for an
indefinite stay before going to the

Tevis home at Bakersfield.
- - -

Captain Brian Wells of the Twenty-
ninth infantry, U. S. A, with Mrs.
Welis and their three children, left the
transport Thomas upon its aprival in
this port, and Captain Wells will en-
jov a month's leave of absence. They
will remain in town for a brief stay,
but are leaving in a few days for Salt
Lake for their home. The officers of
the Twenty-ninth recelved quite a cor-
dial greeting during their short visit
in this eity, but have gone to New
York, where they will be stationed at
Governors Island.

L . -

Mr. and Mrs. Vineent Whitney have
taken a house in Vallejo street near
Franklin, where they will he estab-
lished for the winter, and it is preob-
able that Mr, and Mrs. J. Parker Whit-
ney will stay at the Fairmont this
season, after their usual custom.

. - -
and Mrs. Parker Currier” are
thoge who have returned to
town recently and are at the Fairmont
hotel, where they will remain until
after the Portola festival, but are an-
ticipating a trip through the northern
and the eastern cities later in the sea-
son. They will visit Portland and Se-
attle hefore going to New York after
theig custom for several years to pass
parf of the winter, but it is probable
that they will return feor the later
gayeties in town.
-

Mr.

- -

Lieutenagt Commander C. T. Jewell,
U. §. N, joMmed his parents, Rear Ad-
miral T. F. Jewell and Mrs. Jewell, sev-
eral days ago at Del Monte, after an

-interesting trip that took him te Port-

land and the northern cities, notably
Seattle, where he visited the fair. Since
his return he has been the center of
much entertaining, and recently was in
a party with Rear Admiral John Tril-
ley, U, 8. N.; Mrs. Trilley, and Rear Ad-
miral F. O, Farenholt, U. 8. N, all of
whom are enjoying a stay at Del Monte.
- - >

Mrs. John Dickinson Sherwood and
her sister, Mrs. M. R. Runyen, who
have been at the Fairmont for the last
month, left last night for their homes
at Los Molines. .

Gossip of the Railwaymen '

HIS town is entirely too het,”

1
said Phil K. Gordon, Pacific
coast passenger agent of the

Washington-Sunset route, several days

“I'm going out of town to get
cooled.”

Yesterday morning C. W. Jennings,
traveling passenger agent of the Wash-
ington-Sunset route, received the fol-
lowing telegram from Los Angeles:

“It’'s 104 in the shade here. Coming
back to San Francisco, where it's cool.

¢ 5 = = “GORDON.”

One of the most remarkable feats of
raiiroad advertising ever accomplished
was put over by “Tom"” McKay, who
died at,the Fairmont hotel Wednesday
night.

McKay was in Manila during the bat-
tle of Manila bay, when Admiral George
Dewey wiped out the Spanish fleet.

~Orders were issued by the admiral
that no person should be allowed to go
ashore during the bombardment of
the cify, but at last a half hour before
the shelling of the city had been
stopped, McKay was on his way back
to town, and in another half hour he
had completely plastered Manila with
advertisements of the Overland route,
which he was represénting in the
orient,

A
- L d -

- Southern Pacific will put on a
‘new fast train between this city and
Stockton Sunday, September 19. The
train will leave San Francisco at 12:40
p. m. and arrive at Stockton a

§ popular heur,
.allowing passengers to leave this city
Just after luncheen and arrive at
Stockton in three hours. Leaving
‘Stockton at 7.28 p. m., the same train

Tn

Unlon Pacifie, ret

will arrive h.m-;dty .lt‘u:;l p. m.
-8. F. Booth, general agent of the
- f s v h

H. C. Chase, t of tele-
graph of mw"'ﬁ"' ;
128 'hd!! gl at Los Al.lelcs

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Kansas
City, Omaha and Denver, all apples in
transit. .

L . -

The postoffice department has de-
cided not to be a patron of its own
mails, but to use railroad freights. The
department is now shipping a large
portion of postoffice supplies by
freight. Prier to 1906, all equipment
for postoffices was placed in the mails
and paid for at the same rate as reg-
ular mail  matter. Beginning with
1906, shipments have been gradually
with wn during the mall weighing
g‘e.rlu andh. ‘;t pn-:nt freight ship-

nts are made
the country, s Pl e -

A large portion of the bul sup-
plies is shipped direct to Mhoﬂ:le’a
from the plants of various contractors,
thus avoiding reshipment at Waghing-
ton. There are many instances where
single shipments weigh enough to
make a carload, thus securing the car-
load rate. The shipment of supplies
amounts to approximately 1,000,000

pounds a month, rin =
2 o6 e Tl ek LA

. . -
A. J. Dutcher, who in offic
of W, G. Neimeyer, .‘:nonlm:euc:

agent of the
the coast with hll“ﬁllﬂy. ke
- - »

The management of the Burlington

has adopted Doctor Eliot's “five foo

‘shelf” 1 for- x

Denver trajgm - Ve Chilsigo-
- - -

A span of mules, now doing service
:?otbo Santa Fe Cutoff, that pulled the
W with ‘which ground for the cutoft
was first broken, are sald to have been
Frisco road when it frs:
entered 'hsn; about 183§,

¢ - -

H. Isdnes; division
of Santa Fe, with

: ze nxlo:t
es at 3
h.m :'!! on business.
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