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One of the most unique personalities
in the bay cities is Fred K. Kranth Jr.,
chief of the Alameda fire department.

The chief has been following the en-
gine ever since he was a mite of a
boy in Sam Framcisco in the later

fifties and early sixties, and he knows
intimately many of the men who since
the pioneer days have become promi-
nent in the eivie, social and com-
mercial life of the city and state. To-
day, October 8, Chief Krauth cele-
brates the thirty-third anniversary of
his appointment as chief of the Ala-
meda fire department. In view of this
fact the following article, dealing with
the personality of Chief Krauth and
the history of the San Francisco volun-
teer fire department is especially ap-
propriate. The photographs repro-
duced on this page are taken from the
chief’s splendid collection in his Ala-
meda office, and have mnever before
been published.

By Will H. Scarlet

NY fine day, a little before mnoon,

1 may be waiting for your car
and Santa Clara
A small pro-
cession of officials and clerks from the
eity hall, one block away, files by you,
for even in the Encinal City men have

at Park street

1e in Alameda

aven

to go to luncheon. Your car comes
clanging up Park street and you are
on the point of stepping aboard, when
your attention is dte¢racted 1o a man on
;1 bicy C briskly down Santa
Clar then, if you _are
intereste alities and know
enough to recognize a really big man
when you see one, you will let your

car go and discreetly follew the move-
ments of the cyclist. And you will do

well, for that particular cyclist is a2
man worth knowing. It is Fred K.
Krauth Jr., chief of the Alameda fire

] an enthusiastic bi-
He makes the rounds of

rauth is

} five stations regularly every day,
nd instead of sitting back in a Stearns
« Pierce-Arrow with a tooting ma-
hout bes he prefers to make
his ties « ribute to his exercises
and j er hat accounts for the
bic ¢ fe rugged heaith the
ef ¢ s, d e the fact that he
) gixty-second year.

Y« never believe that Chiaf
Kraut the sixties were he not
imself t ire you of the fact. He
wears his years surprisingly well. His
complexion is fresh, his eyes are clear,

his step alert and springy.
“How do you do it?” 1 asked, as we

sat in his office the other morning in
the Alameda city hall.

“Well, it isn't easy to say. Feor one
thing, I believe in exercise. My bicycle
helps considerably, and for a long time
I had the handball habit. I don't play
handball any more, not because I don't

feel like it, but because I can't get the
time. But above all, I owe my good
wealth to my mother. In the old days

Francisco when I used to run
with Rincon hose No. 6 I had all sorts
of close calls, and it was my mother
that pulled me through every time. On
one occasion two-+of us were caught in
a tight place and badly burned in.a
ire the cld riding academy at Mar-
d Powell streets, the place where
Baldwin afterward stood, The
her man died; 1 didn't. He was taken
the hospital, but my mother took
care of me.”
And the chief relit his seasoned cala-
bash pipe and puffed away with a zest.
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Chief Krauth was born in New York
city March 21, 1848, Many bright men
come from New Yark, and the brighter
they are the quicker they come. That
Fred Krauth not lacking in bril-
may be inferred from the fact
that he was living in San Francisco
while the gold fever microbe was still
in the air. As a youngster he de-
veloped a strong liking for running to

is

fires—apd In those days there were
enough fires here to satisfy almost
any boy—and while yet in his teens

became a member of the volunteer fire
department. .
That wvolunteer fire department has
a history at deserves to live. The
membe re volunteers in the strict-
st ser of the word, most of them
even paying their dues for the priv-
ilege of wearing the heavy helmet and

the flashing red shirt. To be a fire-
man in those days was glory indeed.

But it was more than glory. It
meant hard work and endless trouble
and the bright face of danger. When
the alarm rang ©6ut the volunteer
nearest the engine house started gut
the machine—they had mnothing but
hand engines in those days—and in

twos and threes the firemen came run-
ning, gripped the ropes and - went
prancing along over the cobbles. Some-

times they traveled far. Sometimes
they came back soaked to the skin
and footsore and weary. But they

liked the job, and the city liked them.

Some men who afterward became
prominent in the civic and social busi-
ness life of the city were members
of the old volunteer fire department.
Senator Davig C. Broderick was fore-
man of Empire engine No, 1; David
Scannell, first elected in 1860, was for
more than a quarter of a century chief
engineer, and the roll of honored “ex-
empts” includes the names of Claus
Spreckels, William Alvord, Willlam S.
O’Brien. former Chief of Police I. W.
Lees, David A. Finn, Samuel Newman,
Martin Kelly, Stephen Bunner, Edward
T. Anthony, John C. Roberts, James
Corbett, James E. Britt, the father of
Jimmy and Willus; W. J. Harrington,
Henry Kohn, Daniel D. Hayes, James
O'Donnell, James O'Callaghan, Major
Stratman and Colonel A. A. Andrews.

Empire engine No. 1, one of the
three original companies of 1849, was
for a long time among the most ener-
getic companies of the volunteer de-
partment. After the tragic death of
Senator Broderick, its first foreman, it
was called the Broderick company in
his honor. The engine house was in
Sacramento street above Kearny.

Knickerbocker 5 and Monumental 6
were companies composed of New
Yorkers and Baltimoreans respectively.
Keen rivalry existed between these
two companies, and usually, when the
alarm came, the wise ones among the
spectators lined up to watch the race
from the Knickerbockers' stronghold
at \Sacramento and Sansome  streets
and the Monumentals' engine house
opposite Portsmouth square,

Other engine companies of the sixties
were: Manhattan 2, Jackson street be-
tween Montgomery and Kearny; How-
ard 3, California street near Sansome;
California 4, Market street opposite the
Oriental hotel below Battery street;
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Volunteer. 7, Pine street helow Mont-
gomery; Pacific 8§, better known as
“Sailor 8" Front street between Jack-
son and Pacific; Vigilant 9, Stockton
street near Breadway; Crescent 10, Pa-
cific street near Kearny; Columbian 11,
Bush street above Kearny; Pennsyl-
vania 12 Jacksqn street between Kear-
ny and Dupont; Young America 13, near
the old Mission Dolores church in_Six-
teenth street; Tiger 14, to which the
late Claus Spreckels belonged, Second
street between Natoma and Howard;
Hibernia 15, situated near the sugar re-

finery, and West End 1§, on Russian
hill.
The history of Rincon Hose 6, of

which company Chief Krauth was pres-
ident, is of more than ordinary interest.
The headquarters weré at Beale and
Folsom streets, and the entire city was
its field of operation. The company

was formed in /November, 1863, and
went into service April 2, 1864. - While
a member of this company Chief

Krauth likewise belonged to the Ells-
worth Guard Zouaves, a military or-
ganization prominent here during the
dixties, Robert Cleary was foreman of
Rincon 6, J. J. Hayden was assistant
foreman and Eugene Tucker and San-
ford W. Taylor were respectively sec-
retary and {reasurer. Charles Dunker
later on beeame prominent in San
Francisco, being a well known capital-
ist and serving for a time as supervisor.
Henry Ryder, since deceased, had a
shoeshop next door to the engine house.
C. H. Clark, a boller maker; William
Brady, a machinist; Ed Desmond and
Con Haggerty, stevedores, have all
passed away. A trinity of survivers
from the old Rincon 6 company are
Chéef Krauth, Willlam Harrington and
Henry Kohn. . All three are very much
alive, and all live in Alameda.

One of the best known members of
Rincon Hose 6 is Thomias F. Casey, for
vears wharfiltger ere and a man with
a host of friend&in almost every city
on the coasgt. ‘and Chief Krauth
were chums as '8, and they are not
less chums today: -

When the volunteer fire department
went out of commission in San Fran-
cisco in 1887, the hose cart belonging
to Rincon 6 was sold to a volunteer
fire department in Portland, Ore. Chief
Krauth and his friend, Casey, visited
the Lewis and Clark exposition in the
City of Roses in 1905 and took it into
their heads to look up the old hose
cart, which, in the years gone by, they
dragged to so many fires. They found
that it had been sold to a fire company
at The Dalles. So up the Colymbia they
went to find that the pride of Rincon 6
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has been superseded by a more modern
machine. A careful search in the base-
ment of The Dalles engine house brought

to light some precious relics of the
old eart, including one of the brass’
beils that decoratéd the front of the
machine. The bell was in fragments,

but Krauth brought it home and had
it cemented together and mounted by
G. Mattheis, engineer of Engine 1, Ala-
meda.

Mattireis was a little dubious about
undertaking the task. -

* “I'm sure all the pieces aren't there,”
he 'said.

“I'm sure they are,” declared Chief
Krauth, “for I put them together be-
fore leaving Oregon, All you have to
do Is put them together again and
cement them. Get to work on the
puzzle.” g

The engineer got to work and Kkept
at work with excellent results, Today
the old beil, a veritable liberty bell in
more ways than one, reposes on the
chief's desk in the Alameda city hall.

That liberty bell is by no means the
only relic of the old fire department
that Chief ‘Krauth possesses.
around the room are heimets and fronts
and belts and engine fixtures, each
one with a fascinating history of its
own. On the wall opposite the chief's
chair is a helmet front
inscription:
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The proprietor hastily jumped ur on
took down the front and

a chair an

thrust it out to the fireman.

“Here, quick!
did you say?

felt or satin,
the beautifu!

we
full

made of silk bengaline,

Tom Casey's crowd,

Mine Gott, take it away!”

Replete with anecdotes of early dayvs
in SBan Francisco, Chief Krauth sat back
and smoked and smiled and talkel.

millinery
and even $14

3¢.98
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HARRY HOWARD,
HOSE §b
of New York,

to
RINCON HOSE 6
of San Francisco

The front, a beautifully executed
ornament, was presented by the New
York hose company in 1864. ‘When
Rincon hose went out of commission
three years later, the ‘presentation
front was lost sight of. Then, in the
early eighties a member of the old
company heard that it decorated the
wall in a Barbary coast dance hall. He
invaded the dance hall and offered to
buy the front. The proprietor, a gen-
tleman from over the Rhine, refused
to sell. The fireman pressed his suit,
but all in vain, Then he broke loose.

“Look here. That front belongs to
Rincon hose No. 6. If you don’t hand
it over right off I'll have the crowd
down here in a jiffy and they'll clean
out this joint in style.”

The proprietor looked anxious. “The
crowd? Whatcrowd?”

“Tom Casey’s crowd; and if—"

“Oh, that’s all right! That's all
right!” : ¢ :
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And the morning slipped by all un-
known, so interesting was the man and
so fascinating were the topics on which
he spoke.

Chief Krauth's father was a pion2er
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The exercises are described
in detail and with full page
half tome illustrations, en-
abling men. women and chil-
dren to follow them with ease,
in their own room, without
the use of apparatus.
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journalist of Alameda county, having
founded the Alameda Encinal in 1889, Here’'s to Chief Fred K. Krauth Jr.—
The chief put in some time on the 62 years young
—E g — — -~
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