
NOWHERE, and at no time has a
passion play known such elabo-
ration as vs-lli mark the one that
will be presented- in. the Coli-

seum, Ean Francisco, during this week
and next. •, v..>'•\u25a0\u25a0

f The famed passion play^at Oberam-
mergau, Germany, willpale Incompari-
son. The local .production will be a
marvel of spectacular display and stage
setting, as we'l -as of the most rigid'

attention to detail and historic accu-
racy.

The r'*y is the work of Father Josa-
phat Kraus of the Franciscan order,

and has called for long and hard labor
by that learned priest. Some idea- of
the stupendous scale upon which the \u25a0

play willbe presented may be gathered

from the fact that each production will
require four separate performances,

each of several hburs* duration. The
first production will be on the nights

of Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ard Fri-
day. October 11. 12, 14 and 15. The
second production willbe on the nights

of Sunday, Monday. Wednesday and
Thursday, October 17, 18, 20 and il.
These four performances- willcover 21'
acts, presented upon a triple stage, '23*
feet long and 65 feet deep. \u25a0 There'' will:
be 102 distinct characters in the cast,.

300 supernumeraries and an orchestra,

of 40 pieces, besides a chorus of .200
voices. . "v _

The management of the great spec-
tacle is-In the hands of G. H. Preddyr
who has labored lndefatlgably and rev-
erently to attain results commensurate

with the unique opportunity. . i'~

Father Kraus* play begins ,with a
V unique introduction.: .The "curtain will

rise upon a,view of Jerusalem by night,

with Mount Calvary, and thej illonii-
oated cross in the foreground,' a multi-
tude kneeling in• adoratl on before iIV

On the;left flanking stage will be the
expulsion of Adam and Eve from Para-
dise, the first chapter !of the ;story of
the Redemption, iand on the right will'
be the "sacrifice of Isaac .by Abraham,

Just' as the* angel approaches. The dawn
will gradually break over Jerusalem

and'the curtain willfalll .1:. '!. ;- -\u25a0

The 'play proper; then! proceeds, ia
striking feature of itbeing the pres-
entation on the side stages of analo-
gous ;scenes from the;Old,Testament^
which arc the revelations the fuiflllt*.
ments of which in episodes: of Christ's"
lifeare depicted In th* center..'*.

The firft act opens^ 'wHh^King Solo-
mqn'st,entrance"into."Jerußalem,:on the";
left

"
stage,"- ;aqd \u25a0\u25a0 Christ's -^entrance ,: toy

Jerusalem on' the center, the city being

onr.the /right.;
-

\
'
'.' ''-J. lrl\u25a0'-/• \u25a0.„:

Act two
~

shows -the. dining.' hall tof
Simon and 'the' return of prodigal.
Bonl* Act three is an intensely "dramatic
one.* The curtain*rlses'on ;the left:stage
showing Tobias taking J; leave 'of.^his.
mother,' androri the rlght'stage.'is.seen"
JeremiahS lamenting;,.: over. -Jerusaiem;^
Then the* curtain \rises '^.oyer 1theIcenters
stageY where Christ' is revealed .weeping
on thetMountiof iOllves.';'. .; :.-;\., r*-^;/
:

-
The;eacfiflce

'
of)Meichisedec and \the

last;:lupper: are -'enacted \In;'the :fourth
«£C»nd? Iir%the'«n'th !jls;:the": sanhedrim,* 1

where Judas sells :his.master for, the; SO
pieces

''
ofisilver," the :,analogy;- on ;the,

left-!stagey being;' Joseph sold by \ his
brothers.'.-v :;;v "v;r'>:-^'/:i'i'^-'':., \u25a0\u25a0 '-•\u25a0\u25a0'. \u25a0"*>:;:J,*
~-.' Other>acts^present -successive-: chap-
ters fin\u25a0 therlast days :of the;Redeemer.,

The time of the] whole series is the last'
-week of Christ's. life.
Itis holy .week,:that. is!depicted- in

the 'play,** says Father Kraust"
'
"It^be-.

gins, you. see,' with1Palm' Sunday, pro-
ceeding Ithence vthrough^ the"' week Vtb
the crucifixion and the vr«>surrectioh.":\.^.;The .second jperformance -

with-
Jactyi,* showing Adam earning his,bre'ad :
'jby-.the.. s-w-f-atr^of iblsV;browr' and- the*
|scene Hn ;thov^ garden .ofsGethsemane.'
_-Act\Vliihas#th"e. garden- of Gethsemana
1and;the Mount,ofiOlives

-
for its scene.• Act*VlllVsihowsj;theistqriing*,ofNabpth

;and before* Caipha^s." VThe'secbnd
'nighff**performance fends {.with";act:IX,'
< the-paJaceTof.Caiphas,:and"Job-Insult-

ed •*.by friends; .; T-v^ .*"V'.';* j \u25a0"; . .." '.-
'—\u25a0 The third*night's performance covers

,tbe period of,ChTlst's trialibefore Pilate
*and^Herod ia'nd.ieivls'lwlth"-A act ;:XVI,«

on;Golgotha^ ,Theiscenes;bh^the:
sldelstages»4durlng- this ...epoch. %« are.
Samson 'bereft JofJhis^slght.lDanlel? be-j
;fore Darius,lthe"*sacriflcecof, Isaac, 1and 1

/Joseph ;in.'Egypt ;hbnored.'by''the ?king.:

j
fou"rth;fnight's/ performance,'} In*.which .

Ithe cruciflxlon,Vthe.bVfißl.;sn';th«;\tomb,'
'\u0084t he*resurrection and •the tascension ;are
•.shown.;

v.Thcicurtal h*
fal1s •'upon 'fa \u25a0mag--

nlncent- scene,'; ih^whichvJesus jis!shown
:$cated;J nihpayen\ ohxthe fright\u25a0 hand' of::
.*GbHJthe;Father/; :::'^'J:.-J.^ .:-',.: :^:;;>..-.J
'•."\u25a0The: organizing of.ythe>'ast theatrical^i
personnel 'forTsuchja'ftstupendbus^pro-i

,ductiqn,',its"v careful Jtrainlng/jthelprep-':aration
'
of;;the'-;mech'a"nical';effects.'^th4

:'.multitude 1 ofS detai ls,Ihave*been >a- taxI
Vurtons the; ability^and" the 5industry";of:all '
•<p'n«rned,*, from tFather]Kraus down .to*
}the i»lowestv|,supernumerary. "jT^The">ef-*(fectivehessi ofithe .forthcoming Jpassion'i
t~ play will jimmen'selyi-, enhanced Iby
::reason -;of.•the/utilizatldn lot• the *latest \u25a0

arts* of- the .stage .mechanician and all
Tthe*,modern

* devices fo.r^ stage^present-
jm/sn t. ]It.took.50 jmen 16 hours .to build

.\u25a0 the";huge stage, 1;,which
"
Is 'extraordi-;riaryXstrehgthl and";provided jwitb-.every.i• conceivable accessory "of 'stage "raechan-

fism."' Forty^two^tHousandJfeetVbf.'lum-^
p.b'er,' were consumed, in.'making it.'.3 r -.' ;
,—^The; light.erfects/will^be tatstrikin^feature,bf ;the^prbductlbh. c -There^s an.electTlcVswitoh board ;"<7J^ feet; Jilgh^and"
118 £fapt'rioSg. \u25a0{governing r ihe* immense
electric'; display -"which^will-iInclud'eMa?

r«pot;iiß;htß;*l2;ollyeU*s,i6 4bliiHch';lights;
fiistereopticons and 'S.'OOO'' lights;bffi:the

;stage^ltself.\^;» :V;C', v'::'C '!\u25a0;\u25a0 Xiv \u25a0\u25a0.••\u25a0\u25a0"\u25a0'-:":'
'•"';.\u25a0'!vThere ;^wlllibe^l.OOO :itra'm'e!' pieces iin!

ißcehery,i
Bcehery, ;'60rhangingjpieces^60i rplat-''

form»pleces,"-B.oop jyards 'of»canvas.' and \u25a0

. two'.ojHes;Of TOP*:' ')~'.\rz't~Z^:;*y!.;t
"
-
..i\Vi-<f'.'--.:'y.Typical;scenes will,be those'of ChVisUs?

Ipassage .on-the^way ttoJc^.lvary,'bearing |\u0084hi«)c ross.Y-Thls ls^prefaced (oh".the^Bide!
Vstage^bylthe^tableauibfiilsaacrearrying"
vwoodUoiMpunt;Mbrlah;^whefe>he!lß;to
'-beysacriflcediiiPhVtheTcenter; stage "tha<Sayjor.^appears^, stacgering ;urid'er«Tthe)
.heayyl/erotst and >:by,- the /two:
.: thieves.';?: Thenjheifalls.^ahd'jlsJalded.byj
::Simonfof ;Cyrene/>He: meets'his.mo^her,^
,and Veronica' wipes:hjs facel^ i,ir %:\u25a0\u25a0. -.'^,U:
•;V After^aUlng a- second 't(m«i^thi!weary
)way^to'KCalvaryj^is f.resurnVd;-'. during/
f. which'VCh.rist'.r: ebnaoles.K'lthe* r weepins/i;
rdaughters %of% Jerusalem.H>He bis -r,then '.
stripped of 'hip clothing arid the;crucir'
flxion'.takes ,place;.; ;Tbls\ is "a;terribje^

lawesome .[scene.'^On r,the 4l?tt \u25a0«tagel- \» \*^^ sho wnta\ tableau; ofithe^ brazen vserpent*
;erected !on ? the

-
desert ;inith« jform";of.a

cross, % wlth'%Mbses ijt«'ii.lhe£righ% "Ju.nA -;
VAaron* to%the? leftr*-'surrounded *by^ls-':
f raelites lookingstbbe;healed.sl.-} f"V:^
'.;JOnithe s center t

stage tthe -\u25a0 two ;thlevea
revealed; alradyupon'thelr, crosses.;

|A" Roman centurion iforders .that 'Christ ,
"CboVplaced p.upon ;his \u25a0 cross,'; and this fl*,-
donc..while the.Pharisees 'mock

•him' and
\u25a0he iuttersYhls !last words. /--/T*-jV; \u0084'.'-:'"\u25a0': '"\u25a0'. '•

t £~.Then<' follows,thydeath, of The
stage: is darkeii»djjlThunder . ahd.'Ukht-'r
ningr 'and a*simulation of an earthquake

> oh';the stage: add/to -the solemnity fpf..
jthe 'seene.r.The'mob^dlsperses ;initerrbr.'-1
,;,The'n "darkness ;ove'fspreads all- save the *
iface of•Christ on;the erdss.^upbn'whlchi
fa'sQft bright;llght*plays.' :L.lghtIs now-
•Uhrbwn^upoh ithe; stagehand- a tableau ;

lis presentedj^f Mary;under vthe je'ross ;to :,
\u25a0'the i*right-fand;Mary ;Magdalen; embrac- ;~
ing.]the\f6ot:.of:the*cross."TA vcenturion

"

-/orders 1that'the'sjde'bf ChrlstH>» piercedI
L- and^th'is'jis;! dqne^; wit"i";'a ŝpear, /blood;

% flowing^-from'-'tner-wound. (iThe "body/ is
•rpresentedV-to'Joseph^of rArlrrtathea'and,
:Nlcodemqs and^the^bodyi^. taken Jdown ;

? thejcross.* i:^/\:';^-^<Y[::'•>, '^i^'
-V\u0084ThVonu»icaKprogram *or,the«"Passioh .'.
:Play":is]one,'bf;its; remarkable featuresi l^I'Fron?' beginning^ tb^end^there> wjllv,be;
imU3ical \accompaniments :'to'ithe;many.- •

iscenes; carefully/ chosen* fromI.the \mas-'-
:: terpiecesr©f 'such" composers ?as| Handel/
;;Gouribd.'ußo'sslnl. rfMendelßsohn..VPales-,-
>trina"and<oth'ers.f There lwillbe, 37; vocali
:^nvmbers.^.The'*musical;part;ofithe'pro-]j
,ductiQnils^tbib^.|unaer^th.e^control/of

-
himself a composer

Ib^high;ablHty^wh>ro»s" added niuch; to'
-the proKf«n:lThere' wlllibe^O.pieces in^
/the;orchestra*,e4ght3sol,olßts and:a' chor-"
s usfof;200vV^icis.^^ ?';*'^V-' /"vv^ ;;

"'.it^Bve"ry/n timber i r̂endered '.will.,be:ap-. :
toVtheiScene^Fbr,^ example;*.

't when •Mary,is sta.hding" by;the^cross :an-^
?der.i':her V*dead i?son'h Rossini's r:."Stabat -^
|Mater" iWill";be!played.1and ;at jthe; resur- ;
.trectiorv;'th«^'Magnlflcat,''jtfoHowedi:by <

-
*
the Jahj^ chorus> from'the j'*M«s--;

?sls.hV'.-wiUibe3heai ;
d.f-i7>j-/3 >)-:-:,;•\u25a0 :}'\ \u25a0

'The selection of the persons who are
,to .\u25a0 take .the leading.parts was

-
a prob-

lem of greatest :importance.' and Father
Kraus believes that the actors will b«
all that can be desired. •;-

Naturally the Impersonators of Jesus
!ahd lof\u25a0\u25a0*M,ary.. had ,to",bejehosen .with-greatest

'
care.IJames M.Hans will take

the ;'part !of 'Jesus, • ahd •\u25a0 Mary "Wondra
that of Mary;'.'Both-are singularly suit-
ed to"theirjparts,* each having the lde'al
facial 'expression and demeanor, that are

\u25a0associated, with the parts as closely as
human beings can approach those Ideals.
They are' both' oi; deep piety. Theface
of Mary vWondra Is a striking likeness
.of the; face of the* Virginas depicted by

the "greatest artists, while Hans* face
:Isrsaiditow be r

very rsimilar J; to.that of.
Joseph ;MaMer.,who played :>he

'part at
the;productlonsTat Ob'erammergau. J The
part of Mary Magdalen'- will be itakea
\u25a0by.Mlss Sophie: Schilling.f .;

' '

tiThe/people- to \take the
*
stibordinr.v e

parts and to compose the populace have
been -.chosen .after':'- longhand .pttisnt

.examlhatibn'of Jh.undreds :of applicant*.
Tbey^have

*
been .with.dili-

gence;; and >are \u25a0: reported *.to
""

be
'
thor-

oughly^ trained. ..« The -first 'dress re-
hearsal ;^was -held lastr Sunday; -when
.the:Col(seum'and'.the mechanical jquiD-;

ment'wereUested'ln every:respect.' To'
perfect}'the/ aeoiistlcs^'of .' the \place. •

» a
great >harp, of »* finest vpiano wire was
stretched foyer the: entire, building. ?,with
excellent

- '
-;^

%•;A;novelty:will-be the.placing of the
orchestra.*- .^instead:; of being immedi-
ately iin\u2666 front .of the

-
sta ge".*rit will*be

\u25a0in /as- large Vbaleonjr/at * the rear :ofjthe
audl torium.' as in»a:- church.";

TThus \the
ImuslcUwill ?beJheard"; from .the •rear/ofithe 2spectator,^, who "liwill?not \haveithe

orchestra, chorus and others between
him and the action of the play.
|The total cost of the production wilk
it has been estimated, be in the neigh-
borhood of $25,000, which has been ad-
vanced by friends of tie Franciscan
order, which hopes to be able to repay
this amount from the sale of seats for
the various performances. The price of
reserved -seats : for, the series of four
performances is from %i to"**10. accord-
in?'to J

location. The site of the Coli-
seum at the park panhandle, on Baker
street between Hayes and Oak, is con-
venient :to. the car lines and to the
large residential district from which
many of the spectators will come, al-
though It Is believed that of the thou-
sands of to the city for the
Portola -celebration,, a great number
will avail themselves of this rare op-
portunity to see the portrayal of the
life of Christ and noted biblical eventj
on a grandar scale than ever before
attempted.. ,
:Itis thought by many who have fol-

lowed; closely the development of
Father \u25a0 Kraus* production that it will
become; famous .throughout tile,world,
even "more so than the celebrated pas-
sion play of 'Oberammergau. t© which
tourists • and others >make pilgrimages
from.all over the world whenever. the
play, is presented. Itis Father Kraus*
Idea to' have the play reproduced every
ten:years, not oftener. . '

t .
VItmust ;be understood that the play
is being, produced *solely as a religious
celebration., not .to.make & profit. The
Franciscans all, take ;a vow •of poverty
upon entering the -order and live the
plainest -of lives, devoting Uielr &bilt-
tiea and "energies to good works. They
will*receive . no pecuniary reward for
their

*
labors Inithis vast undertaking.
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