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The Man With the Fixed Idea ,'

By Herbert Kaufman

=

Make your chart before you start—choose your destination
fore you buy your ticket. Don’t wait until you reach the end of
your journey and then decide where you're going.
has dried up in a little wayside opportunity, merely because he
lacked the courage to acknowledge to himself that his judgment had
landed him in the wrong spot. & -

You can't tell what you're best fitted to do until you've fought
for a few things fit for the fighting. Rifles hit bullseyes by acci-
dent now and then, but remember that every championship record is
the result of lots of practice and a good, steady aim.

Many a' man

-

k.

for control.

once he has received recognition he must keep practicing just as hard
to hold it. The gift of music and the love of harmony are only half -
- “it’s the fixed idea” which keeps his fingers on the keys, for hours
every day, that bfings him to his goal. |
The lawyer and the illustrator and the scientist must all pay the
same price. | he master of railroads must strive just as earnestly and
centralize his efforts just as intensely today as when he was grasping

then—DO IT!!

You must make sure what you want to do—you must feel sure
‘that you have the courage as well as the temperament to do it and
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g r a very definitc nkeaning. Politicians (]1'5 not proclaim | gustrial relapse. But, they say |reach of popular opinion. ;;?::;Ll;ed.n:g?:are;s arrestifl :}:]ld Im- | early days of the movement, encoun- | methods of their aggressive sisters.
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cheaper in peace then war it will be. population. a5, they. ate_there:to represont Ireland’s has  been marching forward in the|annual election at the Stockton con- |frage world. These are women with

\II this makes a situation sufficiently alarming and explains
the sudden change in the British naval program by which, instead
of two Dreadnoughts, eight of these great ships will be laid down
this year to cost $80,000,000. These vast expenditures are by them-
selves an incentive to war. They are the cause of the radical budget
proposed by the British chancellor of the exchequer.

[t is a satire on modern- civilization that the three greatest
nations in the world should be spending more than their income in
preparations for war. The United States alone is able to carry the|
load without serious inconvenience, but in the case of Iinghn(-l and
Germany it is either national bankruptey or war.

The situation invites a wise and humane statesmanship, and |
it is intimated by, Mr. Chamberlain that negotiations are on foot
between the White House and the English and German govern-
ments with a view to the limitation of armaments. It is obviously
true that in the existing “silent war” of purses the United States
holds the deciding hand.

-
R. THOMAS GREEN, clergyman and investigator, télls as
the result of observations in Japan, as published in Hampton's
Magazine, why Japan does not want war with this countrv
% ot . Or amy .other. The fact is that the peoplgsare
rAJophng a | struggling under a crushing load of taxation.
‘ ba . The war with Russia cost some $900,000,000,
jBﬂ rous - and, although Jdpan was victorious, the peace
Clvdlzahon , of Portsmouth brought no indemnity. The
i ! war, in fact, almost left the country bank-
rupt. Quoting Doctor Green: :
Everything in Japan is taxed, from the land you own, or rent and
till, to the salt you eat, the oil you bufn, the railroad t'icket"on which
you travel, even the laborers you employ. You are taxed coming and
going, waking or sleeping, living or dead. Not because the government
wants to, but because the government must. Previous to the war the
man whose income amounted to or exceeded $50,000 per annum ‘paid 55
per cent of it to the government. Now he pays 68 per cent! The average
man pays an average tax of 32 per cent of his entire income to the gov-
ernment.  Where else in all this wide world do you know of patriotism
so absolutely dominating as this?
After the war an ambitious naval program was announced,

but it was soon discovered that it was impossible of irce‘omplish:-'“
ment. It was planned to expend 65000000 yen between 1908 and

1914 in huilding Dreadnoughts, but this has” been cut down

20,000,000 yen, which would just about build one Dreadnought for e

the six years. That is not a very formidable progum,buiiin ;
the Japanese government hopes to be able to appropria 0

yen for building warships. It seems as if the Japanese

with enthusiasm the most barbarous -;“t,m: o E
c‘ti sufferers thereby. 7 .,
B 2 4 g ; -
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Ulster, of course, remains _the chief
industrial center, and is likely to re-
tain its supremacy, for the reason that
the skiiled labor is available there and
in no other part of the island. But
gradual stagnation is visible there, too.
Following are the numbers of persons
employed in the textile industries ln‘
the yvears named:

TR .. 1988041801 ...eeieen. 120 884
B e Y 120.7STIH0L ... Jevovess 109,558

Linen manufacture, by far the largest
of the textile industries, employed

85,000 persons in 1891; it employs now
about 70,000, The woolen industry
shows a like decline.

Another test of good government is
its effect upon the temper of the peo-
ple. Good government produces peace
and contentment. Since the act of
union there have been three insurrec-
tions—in 1803, in 1848 and in 1867.
And in order to forestall the retort
that these outbursts were due to re-
ligious hatred of England, let us note
that Emmet, in 1803, and Thomas Davis,
John Mitehel and Smith O'Brien, in
1848, were Protestants. In addition to
these armed uprisings there has been
a sWccession © of unarmed rebellions
against English authority, which Eng-
lish statesmen of today are compelled
to acknowledge were forced upon the
people by an intolerable oppression.

Good government establishes civil
and religious liberty. As evidence upon
the former we find a coercion act for
every year of the nineteenth century;
that is, the suspension of trial by jury,
free speech,.a free press and virtually
every other form of *political freedom.
Upon the matter of religious liberty
we find that equality

today discrimination on religious
grounds permeates the government, the
professional classes and every field of
activity which the upholders of the
present system control.

Good government means just taxa-
tion. Yet we have the testimony of
an English commission that Ireland
was overtaxed $12,000,000 a vear, in
proportion to England, in 18%6; and
$10,000,000 has been added to the taxa-
tion since then. ST

The very foundation stone of good
government is fair representation.

before the law |
was not granted until 1829, and that

ere Irelahd stands in this regard |

protest,

Gladstone's home rule bills of 1886
amnd 1593 were defeated because they
aroused the fears of English impertal-
ists for the unity and security of the
empire, Statesmen of today are realiz-
ing that continuance of the system
which breeds Irish hostility must be a
far greater peril than the granting of
autonomy would be. It is difficult to
understand the theory that governing
a people against their will makes them

‘a source of strength, while giving them

the form of government they desire
would arouse enmity,

“After all,” says L. Paul-Dugois, a
sane and impartial observer, “ls neot
home rule (call it by what name we
will) theq best of unionism? Is it not
the most solid basis and the surest
guarantee of Anglo-Irish union? Eng-
land, moreover, can not always deny to
Ireland her rights, nor reserve all her
severities for the sister isle and all her
favors for the colonies. She can not
alwayvs allow the Irish question to re-
main an open sore, a factor of
trouble between herself and that
‘Greater Ireland,’ the United States,
whose friendship she has so long de-
sired {o win.” g

“But,” says the unlonists, “Ireland is
disloyal. She attacks the imperial
policies of Englands She presents tq
the world a constant spectacle of tur
moil and dissension. 1f she were loyal
her demands might recelve more kindly
attention,” e

Surely this is a strange attitude,
when the history of the British empire

shows, as might be expected, that loy-

alty is the result, and not the fore-
runner, of self-government. Australia,
South Africa, Canada—all went through
the same experience as Ireland, ex-
cept that, being farther from the
seat of the imperial government, they

were able to enforce their demands
more r&p{gly. They had their “trea-
son,” plots and rebellions, they suf-

fered coercion, imprisonments, execu-
tions. They had, too, thelr local "!39
sters,” groups of ultra-loyalists who

‘called heaven to witness that th
‘alone represented public opinion, and

bitterly opposed concessions to the ma-
jority on the und that such a
course meant the 'leslntetra‘.upn of tm

30

, | of making one's seir tiresome is not
- | to Know whq: to :t_op." :

ranks of the free nations of the world.

The story of Canada presents every
feature of that of Treland—disaffection,
a diminishing population, industrial
stagnation, racial and religious strife,
open rebellion—except that she won
her rights, while Ireland has not. Can-
ada today is’ unaffectedly friendly to
Great Britain, while her government ie!
wholly free. There is no hostility be-
tween the races, and sectarian ani-
mosity is negligible. A French Catho-
He, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, {s prime min-
ister. honored by all ecitizens.

Canada is growing in wealth, power
and mnational stature; Ireland, which
stands today exactly where (Canada
stood before home rule was granted, is
disaffected, harassed by differences,
afflicted with poverty and misgovern-
ment. What is the inevitable deduec-
tion?

It is found on the records of the Ca-
nadian parliament, which again and
again has urged the British govern-
ment to grant to Ireland the home rule
which Canada enjoys. It is found in
the ‘parliamentary records of every
self-governing colony in the BYitish
empire to the same effect. It is found
in the records of the British parlia-
ment itself, not only in the speeches of
such leaders as Gladstdne and Bright,
but in the passage of a home rule reso-
lution through the house of commons
at this very session.

Answers to Queries |
|
MONARCH—Subscriber, City. What king ox-
claimed “I am monarch of all I survey!"
They were not uttered by any king.
but were written, it is su ed, by
Alexander Selkirk (Robinson Crusoe),
sailing master of the Cinq Ports Galley,
who was left by Captain Stradling on
the desolate island of Juan Fernan-
dez, where he remained for four years.
» = - é
. CONCRETE BUILDING—F. E. M., Oakland.
Cal. Which is the largest concrete office
building in the Uniteq States? .
The Pacific ,building at Fourth and
Market streets, in San Francisco.
- e A
Point Bonita, Cal. Can
men

5 Ll
A RESERVE—S.,

a. citizen who lives on a govern t reserve,
‘::2: istanpce Fort Barry, Marin county, voté

_ It in the eniploy of the United Sfates
government he can. i
; STty Cies | * “he
FRENCH QUOTATION—Reader, City.
fs the translation of TR
cret d'ennuyer est celi de fout dire?”
This from “Les Discours Prelimi-
naire,” by Voltaire, means “the secret

at
TLe se-

. & o e :
1 ﬂ-&%ﬁgeﬁ '.l':‘-fn.“n.. w«sa-v

vention was due to a contest between

the radicals and the conservatives.
Those who believe in purusing the
policy of peaceful progress were op-

posged by those whe are In favor of the
more aggressive warlike method of
dealing with man. The resuit was a
compromise with the balance some-
what in favor of the milder ladies.

To an impersonal observer there
seem to be four classes of those who
fight for their *rights —four main
divisions, that is, with an occasional
subdivision. Two of these are imper-
sonal as regards their general attitude
and the other two are determined to

individual sort of battle, apparently.
First of alli comes the old schoeol of
suffragists, those who have not hecome

accustomed to Dbeing “suffragettes”™
those who still sfeak of “woman's
rights.” These are impersonal beyond

all others., Many of them have spoken
in public of the “tyrant man™ with
horror in their voices and gone
straight home to be loving, happy wives
and doting, affectionate mothers of
men children. _

There is something very beautiful in
these older women, even to one who
can not hold with them, They have
been so steadfast and heroic. The old
school said their prayers very hard for
the coming of what they believed to
be right and just. Nowadays, one may
remark, a suffragist meeting is never
a prayerful place, S By

Then they were sensitive, shrinking
women, many of them, who carried
themselves into the arena with a fine
courageous determination. All honor is
due to them and their faith, and be it
said to the credit of the newer type
that however much the younger women
may disagree with the modes of work
of the oider ones, they accord, in mest
instances, at least, a seeming defer-
ence ta their ploneers. This branch of
the movement has become a trifle mod-
ernized, but they are consistently dig-
nified, sincere and feminine.

Of the personal type of suffragists,
there are, as I said, two parties, and
the first of these is the e.
They say that the old fashioned meth-
ods have been im vogue for 20 years,
and nothing has been gained, practi-
cally. The extremists of these war-
riors are the ones who are leading the
politicians and police of London such a
merry fife. They are net the martyrs
of 30 vears ago, nerving themselves to
the encounter. They glow with pride at
their determined stand and would
‘brln: men to a recognition of their
strength through forceful demonstra-
tions.

In this country, where riots and tu-
mults and prison bars do ndt prevail,
legislators are harassed and political
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jall suffragists,
make it a hand te hand, man to man |

no particular aims or occupations, whoe
have no absorbing interest in social or
club life, church or charitable work,
and who must find some diversion or
excitement outside the domestic circle,
For such as these, suffrage warfare is
simply the safety valve for their sur-
plus energies. They have probably na
property interests to protect: no real
desire for a vote save as a seemingly
unattainable thing: no true grasp of
the ethics of the movement, nothing
save a superficial, lamentable desire to
be in the limelight.

Do not feel that I am thus classifying
or In fact any but a
small proportion of them. it is in
simple justice to the movement at large
that I segregate these defrimentals, :

For the last, I have r erved the
other branch of thipers al suffra-
gists because I cons r them the most
Importang, as the most pPowerful. These
are the working women—the wait-
resses, the laundresses, the garment
workers and the other women of the
labor unions. I believe that through

them will come first to wWo
right to vote. Glag dm
Unhappy as it may make some

women to realize it, the ballot must
come to women through the votes of
men. These working women take suf-
frage as no matter of sentiment. or
ethics, or diversion. With them it is
simply a question of shorter hours, b-t;
fer pay amd better living conditions
generally. They are convinced that
:::y will gain power through the bal-

I asked an official of the waitresses
unfon once if she wanted t o
= = he right of
“Yes,” she sald, “you bet T w
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vote. I'm working all T know how for.
an elg.nt hour day law for waitresses.
and I'd come a lot nearer landing it
It I was of some use politically.

“if you had an eight

hour day you would lose

ln.g:r:.n- :onld o your interest
.” she answered, “I o'

be wanting something else t=::." ar:; ‘\l

i voting power would be pretty useful

to have around a union.”

One statement of this order would
appeal more to those men who must
grant the right than a thousand which
were less definite and practical.

The women of the wage earning bod-
ies ry also use as a powerful argu-
hcm the fact that their votes would

Tease the general force of the union

bor party. and their fellow workers

from motives of self-interest, as

as a realization of the justice of
dm' N ltﬂh:. to aid them.

omen ve little patiencs

Some of the other suffragists and

not hesitate to express their scorn
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