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HE carefully concealed background of the Crane incident,

“now. closed,” according to Secretary Knox, would probably
make interesting reading. It becomesevident that Mr. Crane’s
PN plain speaking hampered those mysterious
! TI’IQ J processes described as “the resources of

| diplomacy” and were like to bridg the inter-
minable pourparlers concerning “the open
door” in Manchuria t6 an acute stage. Mr.
| Knox prefers to keep on talking and has'no
showdown.
“The resources of diplomacy” when not backed by force mean
g at all. They may serve to delay or even confuse a settle-
nt, but they can not affect results in any important way. If
Knox is prepared to say that the United States will, if neces-
v. maintain the open door in Manchuria by armed force then the
ur of his diplomacy will mean something, but if he feels
deliver no such ultimatum he might as well address his
careful and nicely worded communications to the trade winds that
blow across the broad Pacific. No doubt Mr. Crane’s incautious
speech may have tended to bring closer the actual showdown which
diplomady abhors. Mr. Crane was a Chicago steer in the diplo-
matic china shop.

The situation is complicated by the virtual surrender of the
Chinese government to the Japanese demands. China professes to
be powerless to resist its warlike neighbor. It may be that this]
stand is not altogether sincere. The ways of oriental diplomacy
arc characteristically obscure, as Mr. Crane has discovered without
ever leaving the United States. But China is not, in fact, as help-
ess as some people suppose. A great army is in process of creation
in that country which even now could present a formidable front.
Frank G. Carpenter, writing from Wuchang on this subject, says:
The biggest army of the world has now its beginning in this fast
ening empire of China. It already numbers 150,000 trained soldiers.
vears from now it-will have 400,000, and within twenty-five years,
~goes ahead as did that of Japan, it will have 5,000,000 on a peace
ooting and 10,000,000 in timtes of war.
ch an army is not a dream of the opium pipe. It is a live pos-
and it secems less improbable than did the present army of
twenty-five years ago. The Japanese army began its creation

On a peace footing it now numbers 600,000, and its war strength
to a million. Today one Japancse in every cighty is serving as
soldier, and at a pinch, one in every forty can be thtrown into the
Id. China is already in advance of the Japan of a quarter of a century
a [ts soldiers are now being trained by the best of foreign military
talent. They arc armed with modern weapons and their organization
is on the lines which have brought up the army of Japan. X

Of course the Chinese soldier is virtually untried. No one
knows whether he can ever be made over by training into what
i= called “a first class fighting man,” but the possibilitiés of the
situation are obvious. For the present, however, the Chinese army
must be left out of the count, and it seems as if Japan were to have
its way in Manchuria, with Secretary Knox seated on the fence
and crying “Step thief” in nicely worded diplomatic language.
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NCLE SAM helps those who help themselves and in- this
view' the people of Oakland realize that the most effective
claim they can lay before congress in relation to appropria-

: tions for harbor improvement will be the
Spml' of evidence that they are ready to put their hands
P ¥ in their pockets and give liberally to build

l'ongSS m docks and supply other needs of a modern
Oakland port. The federal government will dig the
channel and make access possible for the
largest ships and the city on its part purposes to create the
approaches and landing facilities required by a great commerce.
To this end the issue of a large:sum in bonds of the city is pro-
posed and we feel confident will be voted. The congressional view
of the situation is clearly stated by Representative Knowland:

The engineers of the war department will have completed their
resurvey of Qakland harbor and their report will be hefore the. next
congress. We have every reason to believe that the report will be
satisfactory. It will then be up to your representatives to obtain the
money necessary to start ‘the work upon the new and greater Oakland
harbor. But I want to impress upon the minds of the people of Oakland
that the strongest argument we can advance before the river and harbor
committee at’ Washington for a large appropriation for Oakland harbor
will be to read the election returns on the bond issue if carried by a
large majority, thus demonstrating that the people of this locality have
sufficient faith in the future commercial importance of this great water-
way to be willing to do their part in-its development.

The potentialities of Oakland harbor are very great. The
estuary of San Antonio provides an interior basin absolutely safe

which can be greatly multiplied by the co-operation of the national
and municipal governments in the work of development.

HE ships are messengers of peace.- - “The navies of the world,’
or, at least, a representative part of them, float in San Fran-
"cisco bay as concrete expressions of international good will
and fellow feeling. = A’ cruiser may constitute
Thg ‘ a compliment in steel and the foreign ships
P now in port are the heralds of good fellow-
eace of | ship among the nations. In fine, the Portola
Portoh festival and the Hudson-Fulton commemora-
tion in New York are made to carry a deeper

significance than merely local rejoicing. :

It is in this sense that the voyage of the American fleet around
the world last year was really a statesmanlike proceeding. The
visits made by that powerful armada’ to South American ports,
to Japan and China and Australia served to promote cordial rela-
tions with the people of those countries. /It was a mission of
peace, not war. ’

San Francisco rejoices that its harbor has been mad® the scene
of an international meeting of this peaceful sort. We welcome the
visiting bluejackets gathered in from the seven feas and making
a brief call of congratulation and friendship for a city struggling
to its feet after going through the most destructive catastrophe
that history records. It would be well for the world were its ships
of war always confined to this function of amity.

- i

for shipping. It is already the locus of an important commerce, |
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I{ Gossip of Railwaymen |

| At the annual meeting of the North-
|ern Pacific, held the early part of this
| month, when results for last year were
laid before the board, an extra salary

bonus of $20,000 was voted for How-
ard Elliott, president of the road. This
{is the annual custom where earnings
lare up to or more than a certain stan-
{ dard.

- . -

E. E. Mote, manager of the Pacific
car service bureau, reports.that for
August, 1909, the second full ecalendar
month of the operation in California
of the $6 demurrage rate on intrastate
traffic, as compared with the 31 rate on
| interstate traffic, the same satisfactory

« | results were gshown in the prompt re-

| lease of cars, as was shown in the spe-
i(-lul report for July., Of cars reported
| by California agencies subjeect to the
‘;Sn'. rate the percentage held over time
{ fell grom 1.21 in July to 1.18 in August,
| whil§ of cars subject to the $1 rate
1 the percentage held over time increased
from 6.20 to 6.71.
\
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Shed Full Light Upon the

Discovery of San Francisco Bay in 1769

NNOUNCEMENT has already been

L ] .- - -
Commander’'s Writings Will
“ made in these columns of the

discovery of ‘a score of letters

written by Gaspar de Portola in the
archives 6f Mexico by Prof. Herbert E.
Boltan of Stanford university, which
shed full light ypon the discovery of
San Francisco bay by the hrave com-
mander in 1769. Professor Belton's
translation sof the most important of
these letters, together with his com-
ments and explanations, is to be pub-
lished in The Sunday Call tomorrow.

1t should not be understood, how-
ever, that all the new light upon the
all important historical event comes
from the commander’s letters alone.
The letters of Father Crespi of the
expedition have also been found by
Mr. Bolton and the contents of some
of these letters is of greatest interest.
After telling just how the bay was
found Father Crespi continues in one
of his letters:

“The Senor Commandant ordered
that it should be explored and passage
heyond it made. They explored seven
days, and in that time the explorers,
who went in light marching order,
were not able to go around ’the whele
estuary, which enters at least tem
leagues into the land, and which might
be called a great arm of the Sea. It
is wholly surrounded by the very high
Slerras and amounts to a lake pro-
tected on all sides. At its narrowest
part this estuary must ‘be three
leagues wide and it has in it three
islands. From the point where its
latitude was observed we went for-
ward for three days’ march, during
which we covered about 8 leagues,
stopping in a plain Leagues in extent,
which borders this peort and estuary.
and is covered with Robles and some
Enzinos. We pitched camp on the

runs through this plain, about a league
from the estwary and about four or
five before reashing the head of the
estuary. In (this place we remained
four days, wiilch were the last ones
in which they went out to explore.

“This Port of San Francisco, aceord-
ing to what we saw and accerding to
the Opinion ofs all the experts, is very
large; and without doubt the Pert in
which the farallones are would contain
not only ali the Armadas of Qur Cath-
olic Monarch, but all those of Europe.
The estuary, accerding ,to what the
explorers who saw it best told us, ia
another extremely lagge (grandisime)
Port, with protection on all sides, be-
cause it is surrounded by high Sierras
in every direction. This port has
Leagues of plains, very good lands, two
rroyos of Water, one of which
larger tham the other (for all
through these plains and have larg:
volumes of Water) and a good River
with much Water, and with a pilenty
of trees in its Bed. It likewise empties,
in the Middle of these plains, into the
extremity of the Estuary. We saw only
the smallest Arroyo where the Camp
was pitched. They (the explorers)
gave account of the River and of zhs<
othep Arroyo, and sald that they found
lhem‘and crossed them in
exploration. This Port of San Fran-
elsco is entirely surrounded with very
large and numerous rancherias
Heathen, almost all bearded, very
affable, tame, and decile.”

The letters of both Portola and Cres
pi, as- presented and brought into
congecutive account by Professer Bo
ton, form an article in The
Call which no Californian can well af
ford to miss. They give meaning
the whele Portola festival, in which t
entire world is manifesting so mu
intarest,
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bank of a good Arroyo of Water which
HE Portola dinner party is the
v latest fad that society has
adopted in view of the approach-
festivities in honer of the Span-

ish hero of vague renown. The shade
of Portola is an excuse with pie-
turesque possibilities for the ingenious
hostess of the present, however, and in
consequence the Portola dinner party
of the hour is a delightful affair, with

the accessories of red and yellow dec-
orations and Portola favors. Among
those who entertained at a Portola din-
ner last evening was Mrs. Eleanor Mar-
tin, who presided at the informal af-
fair given at her home in Broadway
for Senator and Mrs. G. Russ Lukens,
Frank Douglas Murray, Lieutenant and
Mrs. Bane, Another hostess of last
evening at a Portola dinner party,
where the decorations were in the ef-
fective combination of foreign ceolors
intertwined with the stars and stripes,
was Miss Marcia Fee, and among those
entertained at the heodpitable home in
Buchanan street were:

The fact is that $6 releases cars g}{;’: !,ﬂ?:,s‘;i,?mhne?m?:;’ps.ﬁ:u
promptly, while the $1 rate does not of Honolulu {Phillp Funke
,ncrompnsh that end. This difference | Miss Fernanda Pratt i.lerome Fee
| is particularly noticeable at San Fran- | Miss Margaret Ross [Melvin Pfaff

cisco, Oakland and Los Angeles, which
in the order named show intrastate
| cars held over time of 1.46, 2.60 and
| 1.39 per cent, and of interstate cars
| 9.95, 14.67 and 7.35 per cent.
- >

| ¥. W. Mahl, general purchasing
| agent of the Denver and Rio Grande,
has resigned to become assistant to
|Jnlius Kruttschnitt of the Harriman
lines, S

-

The San Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt
Lake has aunounced the removal of
its offices to 650 Market street, a ground
floor location.

-

- -

In conjunction with the vast amoun
of Portola literature that is being dis-
tributed by the Southern Pacific, a
handsome program folder has been
gotten out and is now being distributed.
The fohller, besides announcing special
rates from Oregon, Washington and
Nevada points, contains the full pro-

gram of the five days of festivities,
- L e .

kind of a surprise the entertainment

ecommittee of the Transportation eclub

is going to spring at the jinks tonight.
- L -

J. H. Lothrop has been appointed
general traffic manager of the north
coast ‘with office at Spokane.

> » - .

. The Shore Line Limited, the new
Southern Pacific fast train between this
city and Los Angeles, which was to
have bheen placed on the run next Sun-
day, will not be inaugurated until Sun-
day, October 24.
- ph - . %

The Pemnsylvania reports that its
‘freight cars are now all in use—for
i the first time in two years,

/
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CAMPAIGN of education” is promised in relation to cur-
rency reform and particularly with a view to convincing
the country that a great central bank with power to regu-

\ late note issues is the ideal system. Evidences

.W},y Thg)v Fhat the campaign is in full cry are not want-
%w ¢ ing. and some of the apostles engaged in this
| yyant a missionary endeavor are intelligent, while
!Cenl’ra' Bill‘lk othcrs..of_ them are not. For instance, “Ray-

: mond,” in the Chicago Tribune, labors ‘to
convince a ‘heedless public that the existing currency system is

“full of d)"namite" because a large proportion of the paper money

in circulation is what he calls “fiat currency.” His idea of fiat

money includes any bank notes or government notes for whose
redemption an adequate reserve . is maintained: That definition
would include the currencies of every nation in the world. The

Bank of England and the Bank of France are seated on a load of

just such dynamite. The gentleman is talking nonsense on a subject

he does not understand. :

~_The agitation for a central bank will not be promoted by such
misinformation. LChicago would like to be the headquarters »f such
an institution and we may not dispute its fitness in this regard
should the country decide that a central bank is the best means
of regulating the paper currency. The.motives that imspire the

agitation may be gathered from an address made by George E.

Roberts, president of a Chicago bank,
association, from which we quote: 5
We have in the vauits of the United States treasury now the greatest

gold reserve in the world, which might serve as the basis of an institu- °

tion greater than the Bank of France. T hold in hand the treasu
statement for October 1, last Friday. It shows coin, $864,162,869,
held as a reserve against exactly the same amount of certificates. The
issue of gold certificates is absolutely inflexible; they are simply ware-
house receipts. It is the greatest and most ineffective gold reserve in
the world. If that reserve were under the control of an-organization
like the Bank of France it-would be possible to issue, say, sﬁooo.ooo
more of notes and still have a rescrve of 75 per cent, or $800,000,000,
if occasion ever required, and still have a.réserve . per cent. An
institution like that standing behind the whole banking situation with the
ability to issue its notes and make advances to the other banks would
absohte:iy protect this country ffom money panics, as other countries are
protected.

. It is abherrent to the banking mind that this huge heap of gold
should lie absolutely idle. Here are more than $800,000,000 in
hard cash on which not'a penny is earned for interest. A central
bank as custodian of the national funds would handle that huge
pile of gold and would use it as a reserve against which four times
as many notes could be issued and made to bear interest. It must
be admitted that the present plan is unscientific finance and that
the whole currency system is patchwork and especially lacks

“elasticity in” time of stress, but whether the central bank plan

supplics the idea! cure for financial troubles is not yet dqzngns&ra;edi

one way o1 the other, . L YR e D e o o
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Local traficmen are wondering wWhat-

% !n

Captain ‘and Mrs. Sterling P. Adams
entertained last evening at a dinner
party given at the Presidio for less
than a dozen guests. The decorations
were in the Portola colors and the
pretty affair was in compiiment to Mrs.
Waggermann, a visitor from Washing-
ton, D. C., who has been the incemtive
for several of the recent parties in the
army set. After the dinner party Cap-
tain and Mrs. Adams, with their guests,
attendetl one of the local theaters, and
among those who enjoyed the occasion
were Sam Hamilton, Captain Wilcox,
U. S. A, and Mrs. Francis Kates,

- - - N

The Portola dinner parties during the
celebration are to be brilliant affairs
and will be given at the Fairment ho-
tef in an interesting serfesbeginning the
first evening of the week. There are
to be elaborate djnners-every evening,
but Wednesday evening is the favored
date, on account of the ball, when many
hostesses will entertain distinguished
guests preceding
party. Among thaese who will enter-
tain at elaborate dinners next Wednes-
day at the hotel are.

Mrs. Florence Porter;Mrs. Warren S. Paimer

PnnFt . {Mrs. Louis Risdon Mead
Mrs. J. Parker Currier Mrs. Selah Chamberinin
Mre. John Baker Jr. Mrs. C. H. Wilson
*
L d

S. 0. Houghten

Edward Me Greenway was host yes-
terday at an infermal luncheon given at
the Fairmont for Nifss than a dozen
guests, and among ose who enjoyed
the hospitality of the heost oh this eec-
casion were Mr, and Mrs. Athole Mec-
Bean.

- - -

Bradiey Wallace, who has been
abroad all su er with ‘his mother,
Mrs. Ryland Wallace, has remained in
the east, where he will attend Har-
vard. His young frie here whp werve
expecting that he would return Tor the

the great dancing.

colonial and Greenway dances this
season ape disappointed. Mrs. Wallace
and her mother, Mrs, Bradley, are com-
ing home, however, affer a delight-
ful summer in Europe.
- »
Mrs. George Hellman is enjoying an
eatrly winter visit in New York and other
eastern gities, but to return
some time this month, while Mrs. Jc

D. Tallant, whe left here with Mr
Hellman, has gone to Europe and will
trave abroad for several months. Mrs.
T4llant is accompanied upon the Euro-
pean trip by Mrs, Kate Locke.

» L

expects

N

s

-

Mrs. Charles Freese of Los Angeles
and her attractive daughters, M
Louise and Miss Katherine Freese, wh
have béen enjoying an extended vis
in this ecity, will leave this afternoon
for their home in the southern ¢
Mrs. Freese presided at a farewell te
given yesterday afternoon at the
Franeis and the affair was one of the
prettiest given at the hotel within the
month., The guests were seated at a
large round table and a cemterpiece of
carnations was the floral point from
which violet colered ribbons radiated
each place, and each guest received a
corsage bouquet of violets as a pretty
memento of the reunion. Among those
present were;

Miss Helen Bowle {Miss Helen Glenn
Miss Vietoria Yusuk of | Misses Doyle

Berkeley Miss Leo Merle

Miss Carmelita Glenn Miss Mollie Merle
» »

The talented young amateurs w
took part in the society vaudeville at
the Menlo park golf and country clul
and later contributed the same program
in benefit for the reading room and
Iibrary fog the blind, have consented a
third time to appear, and this occasion
will be also for charity, and Fabiola
hospital In Oakland is to receive the
proceeds from the evening of entertain
ment November 3 at Ye Liberty theater
across the bay. Willard Barton will
again have charge of several of the
clever stunts during the rehearsals and
Joseph Rosborough is giving his time
and talent toward the success of the
performance. Among these who wil
take part and who were in the former
success in town are Miss Enid Gregs,
Miss Merritt Reid and Miss Eliza Mc-

Qt

-

ho

Mullin.
- - -
Mrs, J. Downey Harvey, who has
been visiting Mrs. Eleanor Martin at

the home of the latter in Broadwa:
has gone out of town for a brief stav
as the guest of Mrs. J. Athearn Folger
at the country home of the hostess at
Woodside, but will return probably for
the Portola festivities during the week.

- - -

Mrs. George H. Powers, who has bee:
visiting her daughter, Mrs Chapma:.oy
in Detroit, will leave soon for Bosten,
where she will be the guest of her
son, Dr. George H. Powers Jr,, for sev-
eral weeks in the easternm city, but will
return before the holiday season to her
home in Clay street.

" X- ANSWERS TO QUERIES.
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SQUIRREL SKINS—H. M. Castle Springs,
Cal. How are squirrel skins tanmed?

The skin is laid on a smeoth board,
the-fur side underneath, and fastened
down with tin tacks. It is first washed
over with a solution of salt, then with
a solution of two and a half ounces
of alum to one pint of warm wa'ter.
This is dpplied with a sponge and the
surface is well moistened. This is re-
peated at iIntervals for three days,
When the skin s quite dry, the tacks
are taken out and the skin is rolled
loosely the long way, the hair inside,
and it is then drawn quickly, backward
and forward through a large smooth
ring until it is quite soft; then roll it
in the contrary way of the skin and
repeat the operation. When the skin
is first stretched care must be taken
to scrape it, so as to remove any fatty
matter. -

‘. - ® . -

ATURALIZATION P. . B., €ity.
Win can 1 obtain ellee’W -Hmn-f s

In either the -federal’ or superior
court. As you do not state whether
you want first or second
gest that you go to one of the courts,
+where you will he given full informa-
tion by the clerk. "

- - -
"ACE IN POKER--P.. Berkeley,
ace at either of & Taih

~ Does the
L avin ;:g"‘-n&"‘}.‘.'?.':."".a

a .
leaving 3 . doex
1:.!:: ,opa kind m’.‘:.?.,...“.".!'-ﬂ"i that
‘In peker the ruies do -otmoilnlna
“short” deck. The ryles I
cards. The rules of the e B
is a raquence

An

say that a
of five carda mot
lu-wm

SCRs #

or end a straight. For example, ace
(highest), king. queen, knave, ten is
a stralght and the highest. Five, four.
three, two and aee (lowest) is also a
str:lxht and the lowest. The dce "can
not eoecupy an intermediate ition
Thus, king. queen, ace. two, mee is
not a straight. A straight will beat
thrée of a kind and as @& flush will
beat a straight, it follows that It wel!
teat threes.

- - -

DECREE—R. E. B, City. What P
e > . are the eon
- div:rtew Q;ven an iterloeutory decree in

The principal one is that during the
year after the granting of such decree
neither party can marry and then only
in case that decree i3 followed by a
final decree. 'Conditions may be im-
pPosed by the court, but these are con-
lroned] by circumstances in each case.

- - -

WINE-H. M., ¢ . “al

publish  the ‘h&lhl”“’!orhﬁl l.ng“:.nu

Please
from

This department refers you to works
on wine making. as it has not the
space to deseribe the methods from
;:‘"m““ of grapes to the bottling

. . ®
CIRCUS—C. H. H.. San Jose. Cal. Did th
fo " thew. in S4n Frascisco Sunday, Septembe
Sunday ? " ey :
> It is custofrary for circuses
to give shows on Sunday.

for clveuses to show

- - -
NAVAL B .
. ;nn éw#zﬁ"urm" '&‘.ﬁ?“’.‘.;
Sixteen to twenty years.



