
To a Butterfly
I've" watched you :now a full.half hour.
Self-poised upon; that yellow flower;

-
And.: little butterfly, indeed,

Iknow not if you sleep "or feed.

How motionless ! Not frozen f seas
:More motionless; and then, . .
What. joy. awaits you: when the breeze.
Hath found you out among the trees.

And calls you forth again!

This plot of orchard ground is. ours.-.
My trees they>are,- my \u25a0 sister's flowers;
Here^rest-youV -wings- when they are

'\u25a0 '\u25a0-\u25a0:—; weary,* - ,--/%;/\u25a0 -... -.i--c. •

Here-lodge as in'arsanctuary!- .
Come <to.us.often,*, fear ;no wrong,"n g,"

rtSit near us Con 'the. bough!
."We'll ? talk or sunshine and of song.

.-Andisummer :days when-^we were
• J"« young; f'^- .-.

.; Sweet >childish ,days that were -as lons
i.-."^As/ twenty days are. now. .. ...
X" William Words.worth.

for Turkey
i^The,- Turkish > minister ;of marine la
urgingy.the~t Ottoman
spend :JIO^.OOD.OOO .for/a 'Dreadnought

ner."/. Soon he was ;trotting-' at, his
mother's .:side irwhen ./she ;went'-;to ;- the .
lake, where.hei'too/ learned to drink. \u25a0 C

The". world;:was 'changing: all'around
himi,/ leaves^werefsprlngingf out- on the;
trees, ;the balssunis fwere taking onga/
brighter, greenrand; the dry,^-.winter car-
pet ;bf ? the "fearth:.was tinged *withIyer-"
dure. //Capers

-
:found:much:. to ?invest!-:

gate, and;one' day he:had his first real
scare;-'"."; :/-.;•;., -///*:/.-- ; "'//;
. rPollowing.the doe to the lake, Kehad
sniffed -among the'- thickets \while;>she
waded;." in;;the /; water's r- edge \'eagerly.;
plucking.'at .the [green imarsh growth. ;;

This -» peaceful • domestic /seene ;.' was
viewed from/afar .by. a :very? scraggy j
old.fox who/had, not lined ,his /ribs-:for
months with /.better .1; than*
moles, and;mice (and a very/rare /rabbit.
Reynard's :mouth s watered at thejsight:
of-:the;plump":and :fawii,"but/he
knew q -exactly-rhow" "small

- -was
*"

his:
chance'of converting Capers'into break-"
fast. .//\u25a0/:;•///;/\u25a0/-/\u25a0;/ .-;•" r ;:-

~~~~j '-' /\u25a0-
tS- DANCER OP/THE FOX

Every breath .of the breeze blew right
acrossthe |fawn -to1his;mother, and |she ;
wouldihave vlefts him/ to leeward £while
she fedJnUhelake'as; soon as :he would
have*; deserted £.him;;//-/Any* taint
danger ithe/air^brokelto. Capers would
reach" her Inostrils, too.">- '". ::'fX .. Vii,"
/ThusMr.to think hard, and

as he satllicking' his "chops and ?showing
his long.'sharp/fteeth- atplan'came into
his -crafty,:; mind.-;-" He;dared / not: face a
grown deer// but^wlth/bne'i snap^oti his
jaws;he _could tbreak Vfthe *:fawn's jlegs,
;so;that :it;would ibe/sure \to"die,*and

-
a

:late"breakfast': was better- than'; none;at
all.'!" To reach: Capers, jhowever, '. with-
out warning 'his j.was' the prob-
lem.'.,/;.-\u25a0.:/-:'\u25a0.'//,' /\u25a0\u25a0;\-.'// -.--. \u25a0

-*-
/'./ '. The wind'blew "straight; eff the shore
Iwhere

-.Capers /played,-;5but .the ;,' shore
curved outward on-the marsh edge./-The
fox calculated; that:he might-slip along
this"shoVev,without^being. discovered; by
the: doe,:and iWheninearer^to'the fawn
than -its- mother., one:quick;. "dash" and
Capers /would --run/ into/the' brush."

" * /
A/ snap/of :foxy jaws/and,a srun;frbih

ithe -doe "and ;the ;marauderi might/retire
until,the- inevitable/ should; happen* and
he come- into his .own. /

-
;. :

IfCapers had /not been a smart child
"even/"so \ypiing/his / career c would? have
ended right;there.,SThe ;fox crept! along
the";marsh-: edge/ andrthe /'doe; did;not
discover him.J; He-*made

-
his

-
rush- at

last and/ was^nearer/; Capers /.than ihis
;mother."

•
But /the /fawn?- did f"not dash

into/ thevlthicket iin4hisr^fright;
-

He
'leapedS straight/ forihis -mother^ in• water./ The;doe had1flashed :the danger
a"ndf.was^leapingTshoreward.; / ,/ . -

; :-
Her 'rage and jspeed. tarried

'
her past

her; littlie'one ;and? heri. first:;leap'after
• touching. dry/rground> brought iher(;d[own
all./four//;pointed:**toes /together.; and
;aimed/ at; the|Jfqx'sJ. spiner;v.vThis i 'they

\u25a0 missed'as .he fsprang; away,':;balked, -but
one ». tiny;? hoof 'tsquare's' onShis
"lbng.'rbrush, ".broke/; the" bone -'and Tsent
the; would ibe;fawn" slayer:slinkin'fir .'off

iwiththalfhls^tail in-the^Just. T > :/:/-.;
;When/ Capers "was months -.old
he .tfadjseen^ manyl otlier/deer.'and ifawns
and ijtiadifrolicked rw!th;'someYof Uhem.
;His fmother^had ilongIquitltheinest*ln

;

.which^ he~;had ibeehlbornfahd ;'they^were
-moving•as /were \ the;otherjdeer/ toward \
less

-:wild{and more open/ parts/ of^tue

. woods. Capers ;had; begun to'nibble^the"
tendere3t cleaves Jand grasses and ; he

\u25a0;
"
soon -found -that;blueberries and black-

Itasted ivery good."** ~_ -
I• "As;they. traveled he sometimes caught
a strangescent.on theair, butthe older
;deer/ had £caught Tit--more r quickly and

were bounding away:in fear'before" the'
fawns .-realized what- was^the danger. Jl±

-DAYS OPSLEEPji
'

. ;Their. routine changed, *tpo. for they._ began "HoTsleep. in •" the J" days.-' hidden in
idark "thickets, "and .in"'the/ nights they;
rwent^ to -some lake for}stream, s

.%where'of ten ,many; other deer
;gathered.

"-
By"Its"-slde.r the ideer browsed through'
the jiight, the "fawns often lying down .
but- awake, to.; every

"
move .of their~

.Vroothers.; li*t"-T. -V-. v.V- _;..rr: \u0084'
:*« Queer, stinging things ,hls~elders told;
him"-- were .black >flies and mosquitoes

;bothered:, the;lifei'out'^Qf \ Capers. 'es-V
V'peeially"near- the twater ror .A-on \u25a0 the .
/.marshes,"/ but as September :,waned he _

so muchjdelightilnj; eating lily,
pads, - pickerel vtreed '% and other :sweet

Cgreen
'
things *he4 found [there he •almost

.^forgotaboutHhe"! flies.; .V;
-
. * :-,^Then:!came "the s night- .when Capers

learned what fear was. rHelwas;brows-'
ingf atsthe":edge /of^a lake J -with

-
;his

? motherland }.two •Tother '/deer.*, near by.•
>. One/ was Ja ? doe \whose fawn ~ had died ,
.and the other was'fa _fine^buck .with
six tines ;on \u25a0;his J antlers .and ;a ...very :

-brusque7~ manner •;toward •\u0084,f awns, \u25a0•• es- '

Ipecially -buck] fawns; with ĵust :the hint
of"antlers ;on-their heads.^ Capers .was
was rather/ afraid of'this,/unpleasant
/person^ but.^the'big.rbuck-held;a'.fasci-
-natlbn; for \him. "£":Capers': followed •him."
"\u25a0'

nibbled /where
'
he /ate,

-
and /though •he

got a few.'pokes in the ribs at first, the
:.big; fellow finally/ceased toTnotice him.
•-They.' were at;the very edge, of the lake
\and s close together :when Capers ;heard
the buck "move quickly,and /glanced up,
'
t to' seera^wbhderful/thing. /" -^' - - -.- ;-_

V-.Comingitoward- them over 'the .water \u25a0

/was a great" star ;of light, which
"
grew

/bigger; and/bigger each instant. Ca-
mpers sniffed as his mother.had. told him
to.do~ whenever, he :saw. anything he did,

:/not understand, but the wind:was blow- ,
iing// fromr;rtght 'behind -him and .- he /
caught'only.the scent-of 'the/other de*r.'

\u25a0"-\u25a0':"\u25a0 Satisfied;that ';\u25a0 he. had;done* his
j
duty,

he '"gave -his: full attention/to the light.;
Twas- almost: as 'big as; the/ sun "now

and lighted.up the lake's edge and -the
\u25a0I water, near ;it./.TheIbig^buck stood be-,
side him,!head erect,. stillias^arstoner. .-

V>rTheh>withtaUhuhder) thaffseemedUo ;
the -world'tumblingj'abbutJ him /a

xflash^came: from"behind; the'star.'shoot-
/ing? straight *at 'Capers^ and -the" buck. -
."iThe;fawn- wasf petrified /with~ terror for \u25a0

tah lihstant-^just; long enough -totrealize.
;{thatithe^buck;had ;started,"^ made ione- v!

Ihalf:leap"!and '.tumbled =to)the :grou~nd.\v
r;^/VRight*:throughvthe

-
head." :.were '. the

Estrange" sounds ithat; followed.
~
"Iguess /

it's.Ja ."\u25a0 doe,.'^3- Didy.j'ou f.see ;that r fawn
*stand'n'* almost^under~her?'';, .;.;::•>•£„

\u25a0%'ti ßute Capers /heard:onlyrpart*of. this..
/Heiwas^gbrie-. likela |shadow.' :straight*:
r.iritoj;the^\bruslv; followingithej: flying,
t footsteps_ b?-"his {mother./and \ the -\u25a0 otherJ::doc^:They :stopped sboh- to;Sn^i ff_*"an*d•
!: listen, 'then: ran ron,'-'and-n"ext>'iiight-
xdranki:and 'fed" at :a lake "far'-ln the
-hiils.V:/' -• ;:.\''-;-; :'".---'/•:--• -."\u25a0 "/'

"Capers was getting independent of%

'

THE
"
first' thing about danger that

.Capers, learned-, was ;the .value:- of
his nose,- but-~ this? wasiafter he

:• -had^staggered .to":his; feet onTa ?sunny

. ;hillside in "the"^Adirondack's.*^;*He had
\u25a0 "'/entered '_ ./this ;"dee"r "world*1"

of :>:> :greeii
•

.-'grasses .and .richibeech :mast*when -the. .mast was rotte.d^ beneath ~ the /melting
.snows and- the .'green;; was', rare 'and
•far between. • Mayjis still a chilly-sea-

::v-son/there,'v -son/there,' but the sun' glowed ;warmly- {through the tvbare branches <;. of-\u25a0\u25a0> the
:!.v:thicket, and itickled" hisjfspottedi chest-;
;

-;/hut*coat eyenuwhileihe^lay.. besule :his
lV.:'mothe'r;;;inrithe;.^;:warmfibed,';".sh"e''^rh'ad;
/,; -scraped "together Jfor*his .v-;;;-

i~~~His/little .stomach twas rfirst* to/ send \u25a0

"a >current of instinct;to ". his:brain/" arid
V he";fed :;himself/s6^heartil>'f that dhe -was. asleep.^ almost ibefore

%*he ';realized that
he; was ? satisfied.' /-.Tlip; sun was '\u25a0: gone

"/;when /he ? awoke*;;- stirring under the
: gentle :affectionfofjthe *dojß'ss-tonguV*'as<
Cshe licked "his sides, 'his; ears,l;his eyes"

;/ and- cuddled- him.withher.:, warm neck.
\u25a0'_'': \u25a0;\u25a0'" His^little damp -nose jtold'hiln he was

\u25a0*" close"'/ to',.the^-'lar'der,^so^again ihe fed
.."-until his, tiny barrel. grew;bloated with
,;• repletion; "and'agaihihef slept.'//;- '-.-/:.•\u25a0--

\u25a0\u25a0:.iijJ.When he" awoke ".'.~;"hisVmothe'r.-\ was
-//gone. «;and-;. Capers .was :scared;'; He'
.: bleated -his rwoe^and-; snUggled/closer -'

into the twigs and dried "grass,: forr.the
\u25a0 hlll'side -.was "\u25a0frosty^"* in chill-;of

dawn:--*Presently "another deer stamped
mclose

"by,'- and* Caperslshiyered.Tfor lie.
'-;.
;

::hadT not -
:known *ythere 'were ;any other

.; living;things in'the^ world;but*'himself
;.'

/^and'hls. mother. - ::-
- -

; :
-

fWhen:;alb*ig.;buck r:;pushed his head
!§ through' thei brush and sniffed 'scorn- 1

fullyjCapersValmbst died from fright.;
;,,Then7^ silent fas -the : -his

1into: -her home :"iand
with menace and anger jat the

•'--:ibuck.^ That 'lordly,-person", 1
?,denuded;of

f his antlers,* withdrew* feeling of
the pride and .mastery .tiejtiad
into, the first snows of"the; preceding

.-- wiriter'."-.:"'\u25a0 V^ '\u25a0 :.^:~:~'---.
''"""•' ;'r:-.;C '\u25a0"- '\u25a0 "

i.Capers'r mother: had been out for. breakfast. -;When she ;selected a"home
for the ;baby 'she^expected fshe. had;chq-"

.'-. sen"; well:"-,:;Runnin g: "'
from r .- the-rhigher hillsibackro^thelakeibelow. till

brimmed' with' snow..'and ice, was abridge* "-end ingviin
'
a ?\u25a0 broad, ':thicket ;-'covered-

knoll. :ItX_ lay .where
-

';. the {first *warm \u25a0.. suns of spring wouldSmost easily-find
.it and .thectiny thing .that -should lie\u25a0-\u25a0'\u25a0 and play upon it.".;•'\u25a0.'."

' -
V _

. Enemies; must "mount, its steep sides
"andfgive jwarningjfbyl/ their efforts or
\u25a0I must come > the';; \u25a0ridge^whbse

:. curving
-
contours \u25a0 promised to clog?the":air; of thejknolirwithiithelf/scent,;" no

;3matter 'whence blew the .breeze. Clt was
:L too wild and desolate forjthetf oxea Tand

"

J too far*from the; steady^ dietFof{feath-
v-ered fleshand -rabbit '"rumps vthat'mbst. charmTth^m!:- : ; -; \u25a0 ; v. r. "~~-

Food-must not 1>e»too- distant, and
the doe iknew^ that first-of the green.

: things;of :spring:would;sprbut".between
: the fading;snow;rrift"s;on"the'marsh-at
:;the ? lake 'side. ;In-Ithe^hour..- beforev dawn shehad left her:baby to seek the•. .earliest tufts of the.'greeri.i to* snatch
..some budding leaves from the 'brush

and .'in^ the icy v lake a long
". bumper to the health and longs life of
-^Capers;'< V*/^'?/ ;

•.
"' -" \- '\u25a0

:\u25a0;\u25a0": He waV safe.; enough; though alone,,for his'mother^had^never'seen'an'eH-emy to
'"
.threaten 'herjlife"except ~man7:

and ;no;men were in;therwoods ;then.\u0094« -'
. She 'had heard .of; the and ,

H^P-^3 would-hea r;of
-

them, too.'; Some
winter: night ;; when was stamping
Iwith the'herd in their yard in the snow'
.he was sure to be,- told;by.,an \u25a0 old -gray

-
buck, with^adozenitines on;his antlers
of. how.:the aveteran- had escaped -the-cougar; yearsibeforeT^Old bucksy are. prone; tosuch boasting." Itwas always

s|g a tale of feeding.at.the base of a.rocky
• cliff,a sudden*scent :full:of murder and

-
aquick glance above to seethe crouch-
ingcatlikeform^on a projecting rock.V:.,., VHe .leaped' as Isaw "-him," the :old -'
buck said; !'and ,lsprang, too. but;* niy

\u25a0children. Iwas .wise even* as *a child^-as
Iwish, some of you *• were—and I-did, not spring .away- from r him. Isprang

-toward him. right at; the face of the• ."\u25a0 cliff.'.Thus Uhe murderer, with all his, claws :and .teeth iready -1for -me \u25a0 landed
-;,.._ where Ihad,been

t but where I:waV'not--
..:-;--could, keeplpace'. with'me-in'those '.day*'-
:eyen through the: thickets. 'OBefore the; cougaiv could turn,lwas far away "Xt-\u25a0; v Capers'^youthful " fancyTwas
;w;

w
spared such' terrors. : When" hei;woke-

c-£
again tit"- was :broad:day7:

-
His

"
Abther

;-::;was r browsing- near :by andj' he 'jcon--.-eluded; he; was^old 'enough v to- join^her"
.To this

'
end- he "tosupright- \u25a0

:i,-ness :on' his; dicky,?legs-Jand "stood rre-
vYea^ cdv slost^y. head, ears- and those

.'.;",same;- legs. 'S-
'
: ; ::;".'• ;.i;'.' "/

""
?v;^Hls rwalk^was:wabbly^^;6nly^rorJa3
v;:little-while; and =In;a", few days ihe -was

\u25a0 'as gracef v1 as -the ;fawn
•
whichvgave a

"V'slmile Itb grace:*: ;"~^-V; "~^-V -„'x* \u25a0'\u25a0 :-V
;S.?:irHis rears ?stuck ;out'^it's 'true.-'a.'nd his
--"•body \u25a0'_'/ seemed Va ';long/.;way'; from "the

ground," buirhis^little^bafrelVas "a de-"
\u25a0j \u25a0•"light ofiwhite! spots j>n;brlght^l)dy ,*and-

.-when lie -took:sudden; frightfand" leaped
•
:;*.'•- to' :his;';mother . hiS ;little^ tall

":shot":
v'4 straiglu-up and stood stiffly/like a/ban-

8 -
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-bis mother, but before/they parted she
taught/him one more .lesson of protec-
tion against his,foes.lt was still warm~atimidday,^ thoughiin*October, vwhen

'\u25a0» browsing -at noon" they 'came ;to stony
Aground on the edge of the white oak
and ;balsam." :-A\;-'.' ..
;kILLIXCOF i'HE S.VAKE ,

Out on a spot of bare "earth 'Capers
saw a"-stfange.,,wormlike thing;eoiled
:in a -heap.- -..'AaV'the'deer drew, near it
raised -""a-hideous hTeaa •and :there rcame
a "queer,: rattling sound.

—
T '«- -

Instantly the doe\was .all alive, with

"excitement.*^ She /sprang into: the open

-wtth. <long leaps' and.Mßlsing -highest" in
a the last.' came down on Hhe rattlesnake.
"just"as Tshe had struck ;the:fox. all four"*
hoofs together'vrShe 'seemedTbarely to

\u25a0touch' the earth before>he -was ,up and
-awayin a longer, leap,' only to turn and
:repeatt'the attack* until the hideous
reptile was but to pieces. Capers tried
it himself when "his mother was satis--
field with her;work>. ".. / \u25a0 i'"

The -fawn 'that.: had been with him

that awful night by the lake was still
them and he and Capers had be-

,come quite chummy, they both played

killingsnakes for a. time.*,;They,missed
"the doe soon and did.not-flndher.;

Feeling' rather lonesome, the two
"young'rbachelors'. .:moved down
mountainside --toward /a/river, though'
they *found /the

~
dangerous man scent

about the paths.
'
Itwajs dusk .and they

were "-close the river bank.!, when
'sharp barks arose from the other shore.-
Plun ging^ through:the treearttaey saw

'Capers' mother and
'
close behind her

.two great long fan ged -.beasts Mn pur-

S^She-plunged into the water'and began

to swim,-tKe dogs~ not<a"hundred yards

away.* when -a shot ;was fired from the
bank sh<£had left and her head dropped

r into the water. "... .-,
As a"man slouched from the cover in

which he had lalhMn; wait "while his
hounds drove the? unfortunate, doe to

her fate a secondishot sounded from
the -bank' over, which;.the_tri«htened

fawns had stood.
*

One of the .hounds
tumbled over dead. Another., shot and
his fellow followed.

-
Their owner-turned, raising his rifle

only to,find himself covered by two

rifles in a'canoe..
'

, „,
.- -One move from-you and .you 11 .go

after the other. dogs,"*sald a man in

the boat. The man ashore dropped

hl3 weapon and 'slunk/ back Into .the

brush' under -a^ volle.y.iof epithets and

promises to. reporthis unlawful deed to

.the" game wardens.. \u25a0-.:\u25a0_

.While most. of this was going on the
two young bucks were speeding like
mad into the woods, where they must
thenceforth trust to themselves. They

soon
'
found

- themselves very unimpor-

tant among their tribe, for all the older
bucks were rushing about with neck 3
swollen,. manes bristlingand more than
ready to attack, any young;.buck that
got in'their way.

-%4«jSaSi3g&H - -" .-
It.was the mating season, and the

deer, so timid at other times.
'
seemed

"possessed of.'maniacal' savageness and
bravadbr.rtet a doe' call and

'
a" buck

would-, .plunge ".^through the woods

toward her,* regardless of the crashing

noise of his advance, regardless of man
and hostile to murder his rival.:"Capers

and his chum got a few drubblngs_and
more frightduring this exciting period,-
,which

-was
"
over vearly In

_
December.

Then the deer began, to gather in num-

bers as the snow kept-the ground con-
stantly 'under, a blanket. :Capers had
learned to eat beech nuts before this,

and now he learned to paw up the snow

to look for thVm. The_ winter was
merely a memory of.snowand storm

and hunting, for food, which grew hard-- er_ and harder to find. -, .
Spring_came;at last and Capers was

aJ
full-grown buck before it had given

\u25a0place" to midsummer." Then life for him
was all joy." : . '

THE LIFE STORY OF CAPERS THE FAWN


