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ECRETARY KNOX is proceeding with measured step and|
for international usage to discipline cha_\'a.j
disapproval of the Nicaraguan govern-|
severing diplomatic relations. He;i
whether cause for war or|
He will |

a4 nNicCe respect 101
He expresses grave

— ment
To Keep - ; ; :
O . C a demand indemnity
I’JQI‘ M WBN- | ake sure of his ground before he proceeds )|
t-ral America to the use or threat of armed intervention
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not quite sure

for exists.

e situation may or may not be compli-
legree by the constitutional requirement that war shall
This limitation |

: : v i
out oi date, because wars are no longer begun by action |

i
|
i
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SOME « {

by congress and not by the executive.

tive body. if indeed they ever took their inception from |
In principle the limitation is absurd because it gives |
to strike the first blow without notice,

opportunity

s Japan did with Russia
se considerations do not materially affect the present case,
fact, has the limitation of function cut much figure in our
gs with the turbulent and disorderly countries that front
Caribbean sea. The executive has usually taken his own

Diplomacy
than a corporation lawyer in finding distinctions

them without much fussing with congress.

moenious

tween interference by force and arms and positive acts of war.

e summary execution of the Americans, Cannon and Groce,
Zeclaya was undoubtedly an act of barbarism contrary to the
racticc of all civilized natigns. The death penalty is no longer

icted for political offenses anywhere outside of Russia, and theése
the. treatment of prisoners of war
by a fairly constituted civil tribunal

\mericans entitled to

for

were

1
tr1al

tiidl

treason

eace is restored.  Zelaya is understood to assert a technical

ght to deal summarily by hasty court martial with insurgents

tured m arms, but we do not believe that the United States
tolerate action on such grounds.

Frederick Palmer in his interesting series of letters printed

s time ago in these columns declared as the result of his

wbservations in Central America that the inevitable, necessary

mction of the United States/in this regard is to exercise a

temperate but firm pplice power over these riotous communities,
who are forever fighting among themselves and disturbing the

W

Elimination ‘
f

their neighbors.

HAT has become of the San Francisco hoodlumi? We
would not go so far as to assert that he is an extinct species,
but assuredly he no longer exists in quantity. The behavior
S of the crowds that filled the streets during the
Portola fiesta supplies convincing evidence
that hoodlumism has gone out of fashion.
Of l’he Contrast the orderly conduct of these immense
Hoodlum crowds with the following description (_)f elec-
4 [ tion night in Cleveland, O., quoted from a

newspaper of that city:

“There never was a wilder election night crowd than that which
choked downtown streets Tuesday night” This is the comment of an
afternoon paper, and it is beyond doubt the truth.

The rowdies were out in full force. They jostled and insulted women
and girls. They threw snufl and pepper and daubed women's faces and
gowns with grease paint and lampblack. One woman's set of white fox

ruined. . A gang of rufhans picked young girls up and tossed
: ml"“:j\:i‘l‘(}{llll_:>r.llxc entire police force was on duty in the downtown
district, but until the acts of the hoodlums became alarming nothing
s done to suppress them
Rowdyism of this description is inconceivable in San Francisco.
At the time when the New Year’s night parade was first instituted
there was some complaint of rudepess to women in the. street, but
anything of that sort was never actually vicious, and was really due
_to exuberance of spirits. Such as it was, public opinion and the police
.. put a stop to it.

Most residents of San Francisco can remember the time when
the outskirts of the city and the semisuburban quartérs were infested
by organized gangs of hoodlums, who were a terror to the neighbor-

- hood and on public occasions invaded the heart of town. These gangs

" have completely disappeared. The hoodlum was never very danger-

cous. He did not belong to the under world, but he was ugly and
vicious and likely ta graduate into crime by the opium roilte.

urs was

We

ATIONAL attention will be attracted by the new plan of

the Houston, Tex., municipal commission to mitigate the

sorrows and tribulations of Straphanger. The sufferer has

become so used to being despitefully entreated

and trodden upon that he believes he has

: F MI‘ not a real friend in the world. He has been

jror 1iar. ! told that his sufferings must be taken as a

JW l matter of course because they bring rich

a fruitign in dividends. To give him a seat
would “hurt business.” :

The Houston commission does not think so and the other
day it enacted an ordinance which decrees that the standing
passenger in a crowded streetcar shall pay but 3 cents for trans-
portation, the regular fare being as usual 5 -cents. e

The commission plan of government for cities originated in
Galveston after the great figod and has proved wonderfully
successful in extricating that city from the financial troubles

Ra

entailed by that calamity. Since that time  government “by com-|
mission has been adepted by a considerable number of cities of

medium size and it has proved wonderfully successful everywhere.
It concentrates the executive and legislative powers in

fivedpersons and the results arc eminently practical and

g

\HE city’s legal department has prepared a dual substitute

the first half of proposition No. 1, if both propositions be

proposition No. 1 shall be marketed.

tute alternative propositions eliminate many of . the legal
alternative proviso apparently clears the situation of any legal
bonds as exceeding the city’s bonding capacity, should*both
ratified. '

proponents and the Spring Valley company will advocate the rat

champions to proposition No. 2.

support the alternative propositions intelligently. Presumably
tives of the people on the one hand and the Spring Valley c
other are not moving blindly.

WHAT TITLE IS THE SPRING VALLEY
PARED -TO-PASS . TO THE €ITY OF SAN

As The Call understands Spring Valley's proposition,

ing water bonds, suggestians and propositions. This substitute involves,
first, the original Hetch Hetchy proposition for $45,000,000; second, the
Spring Valley purchase proposition carrying $35,000,000. By a proviso in

necessary two-thirds vote -only $23,000,000 worth of the bonds provided by

Assuming that both propositions are ratified, a bond issue of $58,000,000
will be authorized—$35,000.000 for the purchase of the Spring Valley properties
% and $23,000,000 for the development of the Hetch Hetchy project. The substi-

objections raised against the suggested submission of three propositions. The

It also serves, in effect, to give the voters of San Francisco an
opportunity to vote indirectly for all of the three original propositions.
The Call joins in the general public’s assumption that the supervisorial

propositions. With both ratified the purchase of the Spring Valley properties at
Spring Valley's figure is provided for. Opposition on the part of Spring Valley
to proposition No. 1 would be to invite the opposition of the Hetch Hetchy

The Call assumes no attitude of hostility to the proposed plans. Neither
The Call nor the public is sufficiently informed in the premises to oppose or

Presumably they are in a position to answer
to the public’s entire satisfaction some of the questions which must be answered
before the electors of San Francisco can vote intelligently upon the most.
important civic problem they have ever been called upon to solve. On behalf
of the voters and tax payers of San Francisco The Call purposes to put those
questions to the city's representatives and to the Spring Valley company.
COMPANY
FRANCISCO?

for all the pend-

ratified by the

WHA’II
WHICH IT
FRANCISCO?

-Are any

Francisco as a
and practical

objection to the
propositions be

subté'rranean ri
) any of Spring
ification of both

pig in a poke.”

the representa-
ompany on the
: people of San
representatives.
act on the faith

The Call

PRE-

Spring Valley that all of the

offers to sell all its property now in use for water supply purposes. What. is
the extent of that propertyv? How much of that property does the Spring
~Valley company own in fee? How much of that property, watér sheds and
catchment areas is held by Spring Valley under contract, by easen-\ent or as
special privilege, which may be determined by a transfer.of the Spring Valley
system to the city of San Francisco or any othgr purchaser?

PURPOSES TO CONVEY TO THE PEOPLE OF SAN

Cities water company?
Bay Cities water company from building dams and selling the water from the
proposed Coyote creek reservoir on the ground that such development and
sale would affect and might destroy the subterranean river sup?lics for their
wells. The supreme court sustained their contention and their right to the

must take the properties subject to the risks which the supreme court has decided
can not become property rights in a private corporation or a public corporation.

These are but a few of the many questions that must be answered for
the public, if the public is to be convinced that it is not asked to “buy a

and Spring Valley's representatives are prepared to answer them fully and
to the satisfaction of all concerned. Presumably the city’s representatives have
- gone into these and many other questions which The Call purposes to put
on behalf of the people.

all of those immediately concerned in the proposed transaction. The Call insists,
however, that these and other questions which this newspaper will ask shail
be answered, to the end that the public may know exactly what it is doing
and that in the future there may be no charge that information was withheld—

TITLE HAS SPRING VALLEY TO THE SOURCES

of the sources liable to be lost to Spring Valley or to San
purchaser, as the Coyote creek property was lost to the Bay
The well owners of Santa Clara county enjoined the

vers. The Bay Cities company was compelled to abandon. Are
Valley's properties g#hilarly situated®> If so, San Francisco

Presumably both the city’s legal and legislative representatives

The answers have not been given to the public. The
Francisco are entitled to the fullest confidence of their own

It is the public’s money that is to be spent. The public must
of the representations made by their servants and Spring Valley.
does not impute anything but the best of good faith on the part of

cards were not dealt above the table.

fighting and makes any sort of participation therein a felony,
but apparently the law is not taken seriously in this state,
the principals and their agents across the
2 : river to New Jersey to arrange the prelimi-
' Estimation of
Prize F,gh[rs ‘ Jeffries and Johnson. :

Tt is true that the law of California
five ounces when held under the patronage of an “incorporated
club” and this permission is construed liberally. "As a matter of
prize fight and nothing else and the stakes are put at record
breaking figures. The so called “incorporated club” will 'be only
(leason, “Tex'“Riékird,of some other ingenious promoter. The
five ounce gloves will be shaved before going into the ring.
public hangs on their lightest words. They meander up and down
the front pages of the newspapers. If one of them should write
| living picture rights for the fight are valued at half a million and
every nickelodeon in the country is scrambling for the early
earn more money than a railroad magnate. of the first importance
| takes in months. They will tour the country in private cars and
| cities contend with offers of eager welcome for the fight and the
busy booster is clamorous in customary fashion proclaiming the
prize fights. ;

It is customary on the editorial page to say that such exhibi-

HE penal code of California, section 412, prohibits prize
although in New York a similar statute sent
| Popular
naries of the forthcoming fight between
permits “sparring exhibitions” with gloves weighing not less than
fact, the promised “go” between Jeffries and Johnson will be a
another and more polite name for “Jimmy* Coffroth, “Jack”
Even the speech of prize fighters is golden. A breathless
“a piece for the papers” he might command his own: price. The
deliveries. By an hour’s work or thereabouts the principals will
| wear diamonds of stupendous luster and magnitude. Half a dozen
isupreme merits of his particular “section” as a safe harbor for
tions aré disgusting. No doubt t

it does not seem to affect the great facts of human nature.
appetite for blood persists despite all teaching and preaching.
The wild beast in man is far from tamed. As a matter merely
of education and experience it is worth while for the philosopher
to visit a prize fight once and hear the greedy acclamation of the
It is a cry-from the depths and might

mob when blood flows.
be a lesson to law makers who
repeal human nature. The work
may elevate, but not repeal.

hat is true beyond dispute, but
The

with the ‘best intentions try to
must begin at the end. You

UST now the interstate commerce commission is engaged on an

inquiry into the rates levied by
business is controlled by five b

c?n.bination
Great Profits | dispatch:
Of Express

Cc'ampanies

and as laid before the

three-fourths
United State
petitive poin
tained

of the supreme court of the United

commerce commission say there is no justification for the agreements
which the companies apparently have made between each other and

which, it is asserted, are in violation

In view of the distribution of a 300
Fargo company it seems laughable to recall that this concern, in com-

pany with the other express compa

results of the express business are not as favorable today as they were
! They alleged that their operating expenses have in-
creased heavily, owing to the increased cost of transportation, the

some years ago.

advance in wages to employes and the additional cost of maintaining their

equipment, ;

It is quite reasonable that express rates should be materially

higher than the ordinary freight rates, because otherwise the general
business of the railroads would be demoralized. The express com-|
‘panies do not deny that their rates have been too high in the past, but

they contend that the increased
their profits. This is a question of

determine. The presumption, however,
panies, and the matter goes to the root

ing trusts. The
rests on the fact
tion. - N‘ow )

e

and prices tend
living advan
as a rule, a

the hands of

These five concerns have made exelusive
contracts over 167.000 miles of railway, almost

by the interstate commerce commission

department of justice, are fixed by a tacit if

not express agreement, and there is a complete: ﬁndeuta,‘ndin'g

the conditions under which the business shall be received and ha
The sole justification the express companies have for their policy

of making exclusive contracts with the railroggs' is found in a’ decision

the great express companies. The
ig concerns, and the status of the
is thus described in a Washington

of the entire railway lines of the
s. Their rates between the com-
ts, as disclosed by evidence ob-

as to
ndled. -

\

Wonderful Advance of
Cuba Shown by Paper

An idea of Cuba's beauty, the prog-
ress she has made since the Spanish

'war and yet the air of romance the }

land and people still retain may be
gained from .the “tourist edition” of
the Ha_vana Post, a 24 page compilation
of the tropic island's present position
in the world of trade, her capabilities
for amusing visitors and her attrac-
tions generally.

Particularly illuminating to the per-
son who has. never seen the island are

ing the military and govcrnment roads
that now penetrate in a dozen different
directions into the interior. The mud
lanes; narrow and mare lines of chuck-
boles, that satisfied the land before
the war are contrasted with the pres-
ent boulevards. Special mention is
made of the many automobile roads
that lead out of Havana, the boulevard
from Bantiago  high into the moun-
tains to a position overlooking San
Juan hill and other fields of battle dur-
ing the Spanish war and the historic
Herradura road.

Havana is spoken of as the place
where “all Havana cigars are genuine”
and the term can not be doubted, for
factories and fields of tobacco are
shown pictorially.

.:.
. Indians Are Fast Runners

i
0

The best runners in the world are
‘said to be a race of Indians living near
the gulf of California. They are known
as Seris, and number only some 400,
says the London Globe. In the open
country the women and children catch
hares by hand without any artificial
aid whatever. The men, however, look
upon this as child’s play, and them-
selves attack and capture antelope,
deer and wild buffaio. The swiftest
horse can not outrun these fleet footed
Indlans, whe perform on foot the
‘game feats as the cowboy on his
bronco.. An Ameriean ethnologist who
lived for some time among these In-
dians describes one of their favorite
games. It is a race between a horse
and an Indian.

A boy first drives the horses around
and around in an inclosed track, and
when one of them has got up a good
speed one of the barriers is removed
and the horse dashes into the prairie
at full speed. It has not gone 120
yards before the Indian has caught
up with it; another 60 yards and he
has bounded on its back, seized its
.mane with one hand and its nostrils
with the other, and throws it to the
ground. e

States. embers of the interstat

of the anti-trust law.

-

per cent dividend by the Wells-

nies named, claimed that the net

st of labor has seriously cut into
fact which the commission must
is strongly against the com-
of the whole question concern-

ense of trusts and combinations in restraint of trade |
'y are able to effect economies of admini

* Temperature Tests

the photographs and articles concern-.
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HE Friday night dance holds the
attention of the younger set this

- evening, It is expected to equal
the first dance of the season, which was
| a delightful affair. Several dinner par-
ties will precede the dance, but the
Imnn”s and the dance are informal
and therefore offer the guests attrac-
ltlons that are sometimes missed at the
lagger dances. The patronesses who
have been very much interested in the
success of the club are Mrs. James
Potter Langhorne, Mrs. George Moore,
Mrs. George F. Ashton, Mrs. Wakefield
Baker and Mrs. Louis Monteagle.

- - .

The early days of December are
crowded with interesting affairs for
the older set as well as the debutantes.
Next Monday Mrs. George Newhall will
entertain at a bridge party. Tuesday
is the date for the bdridge party at
which Mrs, Charles Deering will pre-
side as hostess, and on the same day
Mrs. Henry Foster Dutton will enter-
tain at a card party. Thé following
day there will be at least two parties,
The first one will be given by Mrs.
Robert Sheridan. She will receive more
than 100 friends #t a tea, and Mrs. J.
O. Tobin will preside as hostess at a
luncheon for Miss Vera de Sabla. The
debutantes will have a iuncheon De-
cember 10, at which Miss lla Sonntig
will entertain, and the list for a week
includes many other attractive events,

* - .

THE SMART SET -

13
cently from the 'oﬂent. intending to
pass the holidays with his mother, Mrs,
George Ashton, has decided to remain
indefinitely, much to the gratification
of his friends in this city.
. - -

Paul Verdier has returned from an
extended visit in Europe and has taken
apartments at the St. Francis for the
winter,

Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Pringle have
closed their home at Menlo and have
taken a house in Vallejo street for the
season,

Miss Olive Wheeler entertained yes-
terday at tea, with Miss Ellis Moon as
the complimented guest. More than a
score of girls were bidden 6 meet the
charming visitor. Miss Moon will re-
main here for an indeflnite visit. She
will be the recipient of several social

favors before her departure for her
home in the southern part of the state.
- - - 3

The debutante party has Bécome such
an important function this season that
the older people are beguiled into at-
tending these dances as if they wera
intended for the particular enjoyment
of the elders as well as the bovs and
girls, The dance given last evening
at Century hall, when Mr. and Mrs.
George P. MecNear introduced their
daughter, Miss Mariam McNear, to so-
clety, was one of thie most elaborate
affairs that. it has been the good for-
tune of older guests to attend this sea-
son, but the voung people were per-
haps more enthusiastic over that affair
thafi any other. The hall was turned
into a bower of Amerfcan beauty roses
and clusters of chrysanthemums, for
which garlands of smilax made an ef-

an in-
the St.
George
In an-
Phelan,
several

Among these who enjoyed
formal luncheon yesterday at
Francis were Mr. and Mrs.
Armsby and Raymond Armsby.
other party were Miss Mollie
Mrs. Francis J. Sulllvan and

friends,
- - -

Mr. and Mrs. John Alexander Hope
of London, who have Been visiting Mr,
and Mrs. Eugene de Sabla for a few
weeks at El Cerrito, are at the St. Fran-
cis for a brief visit, but they expect
to be established in their home at
Burlingame in a few days.

- - -

Miss Marie and Miss Isabel Brewer
are enjoying a visit in town as the
guests of Miss Helen Ashton and her
sister, Miss Bessie Ashton. They will
remain over the weekend, but will
leave early next week to pass the holi-
days at their home in Mill Valley.

S - -

Miss Marian Zeile will leave tomor-
row for the east. The days preceding
her departure have been crowded with
pleasant affairs, but none more enjoy-
able than the farewell luncheon glven
vesterday by Miss Dorothy Van Sicklen
at her home in Broadway. There were
less than a dozen girls at the in-

American beauty roses,
- A .

Miss Genevieve Harvey is the guest
of her grandmother, Mrs. Eleanor Mar-
tin, at her home in Broadway and will
remalin over the holidays. Miss Gene-
vieve Walker, who has been with Mra,
Martin all summer, will also remain
with her for the houda.y season.

- -

«Mr. and Mrs. John M. Lewis have
come to town for a few days and are
at the St. Francis P:otel..

d

Raymond Ashton, who returned re-

formal party and the decorations were DF,

fective background. There was a hint
of autumn foliage, too, in the decora-
tion and the brilliant red of the holi-
day season had a place in the artistio
adornment of the hall The pretty
debutante was gowned in white satin
with a drapery of gold net over the
gown, while her mother, Mrs. George
McNear, wore a handsome gown of jet
over green satin. Those in the receiv.
ing party were:

Mrs. George P. McNear/Mrs. Freder 3
Mrs. Seward MeNear Mrs. fohn D:l.m‘:r’”r

Among those present were:-
Mr’hnd Mrs, Ben 1
Mr. and Mrs. Williard  Misses

Drown

[ Milss Janet Coleman
Mirs. Eltapor Martin Miss Agnes Tillmann

\lr‘"l'n':.\ﬁ! Paftip B. ‘l"- and Gallois
Miss Enld 6
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Miss ¥lorepee ‘opi
Me! Misses -~

A .
A. Martin Mt Nichaois
. and Mrs. Henry Imxa":es.:'.."Q ol
Kiersted Miss o

Mr. and Mrs. Latham | Miss an
MeMullin Nicklen

Mr. and Mrs. Athole Miss Marian Zefle
MeBean Willard Barton

Mr. and Mre. S. H. Arthar_Chesedrough

Evan Evans .
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald (Charles Felton
- Douglas Grant

Mr. and Mrs. J. 0. ' Edward_Greeaway

Mr. and Mrs. Walter |Frank w

Miss McNear Frank

S R 8

Miss Amy Bowles " Pike

In his address at the Middlesex hos-
pital, Lieutenant Shackleton mentioned
that some rotifers brought from the
antarctic, where they lived in normal
temperatures between- 50 degrees and
60 degrees Fahrenheit below zero, have
survived a temperature of 200 degrees
Fahrenheit above zero, relates the
| Westminster Gazette.

_ Anot er few de'qnu highér, how-
ever, would have settled those wonder-
fully adaptable animalculae, for no
Mving thing has yet survived the tem-
' perature of boiling water. But it is
intended to test the antarctic rotifers

Submitting them to the temperature of
liquid air—if they survive the thermo-

metric descent to 312 degrees Fahren-

FUs- Walow. e

at the other end of the heat scale, by |

ANSWERS X TOE X

QUERIES

TELEGRAPH POLE—George H.
Burgers of Alameda in a leétter to the
query department says: “The answer
recently - given to a San Jose corre-
spondent on his inquiry for a method to
figure out the contents of a telegraph
pole is all right for some people, but is
not as simple as the lumberman's,
which is short and absolutely correect.
It 1s as follows:

Solution for a g the
W B P S

is axe
at the Sat at the botiom. and
g7 SIX by 6 la 30; 8 by & is 84: 14 by 14
ﬁ.-mmgﬁu : by
T TA00; and ‘this wivided by 13 gives 13515
'm.u"m.

and have nmna the age of 21 years
you can obtain your naturalization pa-

,pers, provided you shall have proved
to the court that you have resided five




