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nANY
people have asked me why

Itook up the calling of a
steeplejack and why Istick to
It. The fact is that Iadopted

Itby accident, and Ihave continued to
follow it probably on account; of Its
fascination. ItIs a gamble with death
from one Job to another, but Ihave

become 6O* accustomed to the danger
there is in It that Ido not mind the
thought of falling.".Iam a firm be-
liever in fate, and believe that when
xny time comes Ishall .. die anyway,
whether It be from the top of a steeple
or while on the &round.*3|raSv6|
Itook up the calling by accident: ln

San Francisco in,1896. Iwas out of a
job and applied to the manager of the
Richelieu hotel,* In Van Ness ,avenue,
who, Ihad; been" told, wanted a dish
washer In his kitchen. The job:Igot
was a decidedly different one.:iHe

*
told

me that he had no place in"his kitchen
tor me, and I.wag on my way out, feel-
ing very and* depressed, for -I
was sadly* in.need of funds, .when I
noticed that the Janitor was trying,to
replacethe rope on the flagpole.- Watch-
Ing,him for a few moments, Icoon be-
came convinced ,that ;he;didinot \relish
hi*
'
task..'',I:w^as desperate forlwant

'
of

\u25a0work,and applied to the Janitor "for the
flagpolei;Job. He readily,"acquiesced.*
With the aid of a stepladder and a few

Idrova Into' the, x>ole.:

making:, steps'all the, way, up,;I.suc-
ceeded* In.rigging>the~i affair,; satisfacV.
torily.and received: 50 cents asmy 'Com-
pensation; 'It took me half a day.;r

,This;was ;not a vast amount of money
for the work,!but the J experience .gave
me \ anolnspiration' and 11iresolved'i to
travel the ''country.; over J seeking similar,

work.
-
Ittwas .m y.,initiations into?: the

calling
'
of

•'avsteeple jack,;which \l\have
followed

-
;ever ,'^ since." vDuring • last

13:4
years I:have ;painted • and' rigged

nearly. every Important,flagpole/smoke-
stack," church* spire ;and '%tall^peak- of
other kinds In'the United States.
:Back ;ln,1896,"; when;l^commencedithls

work,\u25a0'" there^wera^ only '\u25a0. a' few \u25a0men! en-
gaged* in it/ but they / have};increased
largely;" "of >late :years, jperhaps mowing
to. the .increase iln<;the^. number.; of,tall
buildings; The: result !Is'; that -Nthe
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steeplejack's business is becoming s>
poor paying one, and Iam contemplat-
ing leaving it;in a few years,if I:sur-^;
vive" that long. J find that, the whol«
country over, the more hazardous "\u25a0_ the L

calling and the less the pay the nior« '[i
people there are who se,em to>be :at-
tracted by it. There are at« Che present
time nearly 100 steeple climbers; in the ,
United States. They are mostly, sailors, "...'\u25a0
who, 'being expert "climbers and riggers
and out of a job, willdo this work for /;
a !song, astonishing as i,it may ;seem." ;
I.know- of^one' raan;whO;P"'nted a flag;
pole on a saloon \building in Chicago. .
'When he got through; he owedTth* .
saloonkeeper 90 cents more for drink!;'
than' he received ;for \u25a0. the! Job.; .This re-

'

minds me of the- fact^that riearlyall
the men- who follow ;this occupation
are hard drinkers.. I -it 'is on
account of the relaxation -which follows/.-.'
after: a nervous -tension they: undergo
while actually at .work.-i,. Sometimes,,
unhappily, 'they drink '- at . the'lwrong
time and * become ;reckless, and .take
risks which, result Ina sudden awaken-
ing In another world. l ;

For "my- part Iam a teetotaler, 30
years of age, weighing 150;pounds"'ands "'and
am in the prime of life.

"

The sensations that one has at these
aizzyiheights are peculiar, but youget
used to them. I.golupa tall

-flagpole 'or "steeple there are 'large
crowds craning; their necks and making
comments. Some :call!It-'a brave deed, I
others call tme a fool.

Nor is it all steeple and spire climb-
Ing. Iclaim-; the championship In
climbing up the bare wall of a tall
building.:'; xhe work;l'did-on the .wall
.ofthe'Humboldt'bank building in this
cityV was not a circumstance \u25a0 to :.the
affair of the

-
big^Flatiron building in

New York. There I"ihad contracted
with a moving picture nrm'i to scale' the
exterior of the Flatiron building, itjbe-
ing understood that Iwas jto climb up
from the

"
Broadway, side :to:the cornice"

at the vtop, then down onthe other side .
into:Fifth avenue. vi;I:started ;ail>right
and had ascended eight. floors when the
police, interfered.:

-
said "I;had

blockaded ,\ the whole
-
locality.;The .

crowds watching;* me from,' the;:street-
were .so:dense' that the streetcars *and >
all other .vehicles had to stop, v ..Traffic

-
was at a standstill from Canal street all
theIway.;up { to:Fifty-ninth^ street^ by

*

Central- park. 7;i;Besides, the- owner .of •
the building 'objected, for what \u25a0 cause ;I

~

can only imagine. ;;Iwould have* madetc

'it all right,;though, ifI:had not been
interfered with.; '.The

- building;is con-
structed ;in a^ peculiar, style, with;many
crevices and projections," and Iwas |go-
ing up; hand over/hand, almost perpen-
dicularly. ?;" " -v ': : *

::>-['-'\u25a0::>-
['-'\u25a0 Of course, \u25a0 Ihave \u25a0had . accidents at
various times' arid ;have "often narrowly,
escapedideath; partly/on account of bad
judgment and 'partly; onjaccount^ of de-

,cayed material in the structure jIwas
•;'mounting."j>.fIjhave >had r;only, one"; bad
fall,

r;Iwas painting -"a;,sign for .the
Delpardobuilding in Chicago.*j-Therea-
son:lfell was^that;l was^using another
man's rigging,:the ropes^ ofiwhich:were
oldIand j;much .worn.'. 'Iwas changing
directly :over .the veranda "of the ;hotel
entrance, when- the iropes gave way, let-,
ting,,meidrop. s:l:fell;eight,stories:and,: l:fell;eight,stories:and,

\u25a0litconliny.i back,? but Iwas;not;so seri-
ously.hurt after, all,rand ,was iable ,to!go
back in" two .weeks ;and ifinish*.the ••Job.VjJ
£It;is}.difficult

-
to' explain-\iniwriting

how,Iclimb tall smokestacks
'
and ,to w-\u25a0

ers,*; as \I
~
:rarely :use .• the;same '>method

'. twice, ftbut .as \to V, flagpoles, %I." \merely

•shin '!my ito]the^ top. and pur on
Ithe"pole 'what \u25a0is ;kn^bwn^as a "catspaw,"
a -half^hitchlwlth;a'';loop in;one'end !fpr

jmy'-Kfoot/ '̂-"-This X.can r-ibe "loosened; arid
•lowefediUpori'raising myself.". The pho-;

'•: tographs I.will;.help to Illustrate*;. this
"method 'iofiworking. ";The f photograph
C of \ me tstanding' erection- the f top"of:a
flagstaff ;was \ taken";on;a 'wager of $50

ibetween-.a member; of'a 'sporting, club
.'and' myself. v.* "y-,'< -'-• >i.'-.;:" "

\ ;'::V-?;
It'itakes, a> man 'of;, iron nerve to

f do^this .work.:-Imagineiyourself at a
iheight :ofc 200ifeetiabove ;the >ground,
fclinglngHb^somethrngJ which">you/aK«;
|notfßure^will?Bupportiyou/;.HAs?l*hav;e

said before, this is perhaps the greatest
• danger^ ofzthe -^wholes business, \ 'and iI
ronce: had ;: the closest 'kind;of.a"shave. 1\
•~iIJhad \u25a0 beeniworking; on a*pole' on. the

\u25a0 Milwaukee avenue \bank,.in Chicago. :;I
;had* shinned 1:up|tolathe}.top and r.rlgged
'iit^andjleft/llntending^tocgojibacktthe
j;next 5 day '• and t finish t thelwork.l; {When \I
|^went;backll (foundithatithe' pole,:which
fwasrotted ratlthe;base f:had been blown
rdowji^byja.wlndiwhichlhad^sprung^up?
.\u25a0;•'"" Some lof?i the^bulldings whose| spires
of poles:Ihave ascended are !the

y

Park

not get down without disturbing the
Bwarm. so; tried to plus up the nola
where the hornets went In with my

handkerchief. ,But
-

th« hols waa Just
out of 'my reach, so Istarted to de-
scend as quietly as Icould, hoping not
to arouse them> Iwas only » little
way down when the whole awarm
came out and Iwas badly stung about
the face and hands before Icould reach
the street.*

*
Iwaited until cold weather

before Ifinished the Job.

Row,:lFlatiron," Singer,, "'Metropolitan
Life Insurance, ;St.:James and ;others In
New;"York ;:_ the 'Montgomery ;?"Ward
.tower,'? Masoni c''.new.; postoffice.

Auditorium:in and;'others:too
numerous 'to mention.' X ,'

And now Jet; me tell of, one unfortu-
nate"? feature 'of the steeplejack's trade.
There Ware Imenithroughout \ the \United
States :;who!.:regularly- defraud Hhe
steeplejack of \u25a0;-his \u25a0hard earned

'
pay \u25a0\u25a0in

"order £ that",-- they ;'may,- get their -dan^gerousv, -work /'done .for^ nothing....For
example/ ;a .man :will£ have." a ,;smoke--"
\u25a0tackTthatthe* wantslpalnted. >}He tells
the fpainter ?;to report when ;,the

-'
first

"coat.Jof ;paint 7 ls on in ordert that it
',»iay»jbe inspected" before '. thq second
coat- isl applied.; ;Then,' when *theifirst
coat" is jpnrr.the* owner will find ,'some
'fault^fand ?\u25a0 insist .upon '.its being J.a\\
scraped off,t saying; that :otherwise the
Job twill n̂ot \beiaccepted. 1 "'.The ;painter
gemyalryjthrowslupjthe; job'in'«disgust
ratherthan do Itall over,again without
extra !pay.?'sol the .owner -

:has a poat
'
of

paint von.'his :stack :jfor'.lwhich ;he .-pays
nothing. v:iThis;has ;:ha ppened ?'to' me

'
at

least a dozen, times."
*

j,On the' other,! hand* a steeplejack; will
gometlmes 'use InfefiorTmaterial,^ which
wlll.:wash - off.VrequirihgAthe • services
of -the -next steeplejack^, who comes

.::Onetof \u25a0my,;roughest- experiences was
duringjthp '\u25a0? gilding fof^a }. eross • on. St.
John'sJ; cathedral;: India riapolis.~f.-iAfter
scaling; the^cross Ifound^it to be hollow
arid 1filledlwlth. hornets. ,/'I

*

saw I'could

;Though ho risked his Ufa .dally old
"Steepl3 jack**.:Johnson ."of .; Cleveland
could not wait for J death from;a;fall.
but |-committed suicide. He *hanged
himself with a -piece of "wire In the
People's ,church. .Chicago. The police
arid;coroner had. to do some tall climb-
ing themselves to set his body down.
•-::There ;are \u25a0 few tall buildings In the
west,,- as compared* with those In the
east; ,snd . very •few big smokestacks
that require painting. In some places
owners do'not have the!? stacks paint-
ed atiall. ,but\ let\ them jrust away an**
then erect new ones. Around Chicago
and;Pittsburs at the steel ;mills

*
th«

fire^wlthlri getsVso hot that the stacks
require ,painting every \u25a0 three or ">four
weeks?y Then the steeplejack who does
the work is •in danger, of _a* bad fall
from-the, burning of his ropes by* the
Intense 'heat." *

"Whether he falls to the
ground or Into hot metal It means
death. „ -.-.*' .•»'-.',:\u25a0

v^lt may interest the 'reader ;to learn
where; the tallest :, peaks ..or poles :are
located. :\ThVVtallest flagpole Iknow
ot^trf*;at

*
Palm rBeach. :lFla.. near;; the

seaside \drive. The top." of-; the pole is
260;|feet from the ground- .''\u25a0 The '.tallest
iron smokestack Ihave seen Is at the
Hygela \u25a0

> Ice -company's .plant." Third
avenue -and One Hundred Twenty-
ninth.street.* New- York.;.- Itis 387 feet
hlgh-C. The Metropolitan \u25a0 liferinsurance
tower fin

'
New. York Is :the highest peak

in-.the "-UnlSed -tStates, being iSSO • feet.
The Singer buildingis 333 feet high at
its "highest »oin» \u25a0*\u25a0 . . • '';*.'.'\u25a0
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