
THE annual report of the Southern Pacific company for the
fiscal year eijding on June 30 last shows that, while business
is not yet equal to the boom conditions in the fiscal year

The Southern
Pacific
Annual Report

of.1907. the system is doing a good business
and is actually making about as much money

for the stock holders. We quote the com-
parative returns :

Oross earnings. ?T^^^;..» 1..5120,521,908 $123,276,921 $126,194360
Operating expenses 88.613.192 .-83,161,833

Xct earnings ... $40,937,533 . $34,663,729 $43,032,527
Other increases ... 5.272,349 3,999,748

'

4,285,584

Net increase $46,209,882 $38,657,477 $ 47,3J8,111
Fixed charges 19,330,480 ,- 18,779,736 19,619,515.

Answers % to^Queries

MARY ASHE MILLER

CHRISTMAS
.shopping Is filling-the

hours orthe clubwoman as welr"*»
every one eIW just now, but there

are a few 'hours of each' week at

l«ast;devoted
#
to clubs. This week' will

not be a particularly busy one in fem-

inine organizations, but there are a few

IChristmas festivities planned which
jwilKbe entertainments at- which other

!than' the members "willbe welcomed.
!•'\u25a0 . \u0084.*\u25a0".;•'..•. *•-'•" \u25a0\u25a0.•\u25a0

~
\u25a0

! The Pacific Coast women's press asso-

ciation will meet this: afternoon for
|WhittieV; day, ;those In charge being

|Miss ;Ina"JJonna' Coolbrith.' Mrs. Laura

IYoung. PJnney and Mrs.,Sara Mayo

|Bunkerl The program will be as fol-
lows: . «•\u25a0

"Introductory to the Day's Thoughts.",

Mrs. Laura Y.VPlnney; ."Recollections
:of-a Da j'With W'hittierarid Selections
iFrom His Poems," by Ina D. Coolbrith:
j"Whittier; the Reformer,"

*
Mrs. jSara

iMayoißunker; vocal selections. "Whlt-
jtier's Poems," Mrs.' Cecil Mark, Mrs.
iPaul Partridge at the.piano, as follows:
j"Among the Hills,"/music by Hother
IWismer; "Allas God Wills." musicby

Mac Silaby;"Mia Piccirella Deh." Car-
los Gomez.

" In closing Mrs., Xorman
Martin willspeak.-
I .The work \u25a0of the following absent

Imembers "'will"also be considered;" Mrs.

Emma vA. Summers, Miss Elizabeth
jGregg/ Mrs. Mary E. Hart

'
and Miss

|Ruth Comfort Mitchell.
I \u25a0'"\u25a0-•'•'•. -•"\-.
! The Daughters of California Pioneers
Iwillhold their regular business meeting

|thts afternoon at 3 o'clock and the topic
\u25a0for discussion for the day will.be "Men
iProminent in the Early History of Call-.
fornia."
: \u25a0•...• . •

The Clionian club willmeet toniorrow

afternoon and the" meeting will be de-
,voted to a lecture by Prof. T. V."Moore
on "The

"
Reformation," including the

reign of Henry VIII. Guests will be in-
vited for this occasion. '* * •

The San Francisco musical club will
hold its regular Thursday

morning next at 10:15 o'clock, the coni-
posers whose works will -be on the
program being Gluck, Haydn andHa-
ndel. Among. the members participat-
ing will be Miss Augusta S.-Gillesple.

Mrs. Ernest Hueter,' Miss Carolyn Nash,
Mrs/Albert E..Phelan, Mrs. Thomas In-

nTan': Mrs. Horatio F.Stoll, Miss Flor-
ence Nachtrieb and Miss Corinne Gold-
smith. :

Laurel Hall' club is preparing for a
particularly elaborate celebration
Wednesday,.. evening- and the members
have changed the hour of.their, meeting

for the occasion from the afternoon to
the evening. Each member will receive
Jwo guests* cards, including escorts,

and the reception willbe at 8:30 o'clock.

A musical program .will be given and

dancing willbegin at 9:30 o'clock. Mem-
b£rs are requested to wear some article

of dress ;or decoration to_ represent the

.title of a book or name of some author.

Airs. A. C. Lucas is chairman of the dec-
oration* committee, .Miss A. Summertoa
of.the hospitality committee and Mrs.
R.B.- Stadtmuller of the club hostesses,

who are the members of the reception

committee. Mrs. John' H. Perine 19

chairman of the program.•
\u25a0

'
\u25a0'• .. ••

Cap and Bells club willhpld thetr so-

cial day Thursday next, the program
beginning at 2:30 o'clock

*
sharp. Mrs.

IX-E.F. Easton- being the chairman oJ
the day.

Miss Emilie Gnauck will play two
piano solos; Miss Mirabel Seymour will
be seen in her. own. specialties;; Mrs.
R. E. .Revalk.will sing a- song com-
posed by her sister, Mine. Caro Roma;

Miss Mac Sullivan and Reginald Tra-
vers will play a farce, "A Garden of
Lunatics," and Mrs. L. D. Foster will
appear in "IWish IHad a Girl," as-
sisted by Mrs, D. J.. Patterson. Mrs. W.
E. Janke. Miss Vina Eisenraann and
Miss Kate- Van Duzer.

.: :' \u25a0 '\u25a0• :\u25a0• •';.".
The Association of Collegiate Alum-

nae,'of which Miss Cornelia McKinno
is .president, will meet Saturday next
for their, Christmas luncheon at tho
Home club. East Oakland. Guests may

be invited and earh one present, botli
members and 'guest*, are requested, t<»
wear some festive headdress. The musi-
cal committee, of which Miss Lu!u J.
Blumberg is :chairman, will present the
following program at 2:30 o'clock.

Piano solo. Miss Edith Bonne!!;
songs. Miss Beatrice Bacigalupi; songs,

Miss Ethel Sherman Jones; trio, piano,
violin, violoncello. Miss Lulu J. Blum-
fcerg, Miss Madeleine Varney and Miss
Ada A. Conlin. The dramatic commit-
tee, in charge of Miss Douglas N.
"Whitehead and Miss Ida Juillerat, will
present "The Magic Sword." by Kath-
erlne Lyle. The ca3t includes: Miss
Nora Dunn, Miss Tellula le Conte. Mis.*
Juliette Levy, Miss Ida Juillerat- ami
Miss Douglas Whitehead. Children of

members are invited to this play.• •_ \u25a0 • '\u25a0•-. . \u25a0

The Council of Jewish Women held
their regular meeting Thursday la3t
at. the California club, the program
opening with

'
the melodrama. "The

Lady of Shallott" (Tennyson)— the
music composed and played by Albert

I. Elkus and the poem ,read by Miss
Alice Colman. H. J. Brod3ky then de-
livered an address on "Educational
Efforts in Behalf of the Oriental Jew."
and Mrs. Etta Coleman read a paper
on the origin and observances of
"Hanukah."

'\u25a0""\u25a0-;PBX£i6wsVaHE OJVI.V JUST

Ed'itor.rcall: Wiil you kindly give
me space in your .valued paper for the

publication ofja.few words apropos of
aneditorialliu^The Call of December 10
on pensions fof civil service employes?

The civil service
- employe* of

-
the

government have not asked nor are.they
asking for\ pensions. 5 They wish to
have, the*government .hold out from
salaries sums -sufficient to provide suit-"
able annuities; when ;'old* age comes.
The big problem is to provide for ;the
present superannuated and those to be,

until these retentions from salaries
have made a fund sufficiently large to

allow for the .payment .of annuities
without government assistance! . • :
it,might b(? asked why ;the;super-J

annuated 'employes of. the government
have ;nqt saved 'enough from,their »aX
aries .to pro.vida :for.old age. , ;
, .The pay of: the government .'/clerk
(minor/ employ*) wa» • fixed in.1853 and
has-not- been changed since.

'
It.may

have -been good- pay then,;but it is not
how. 'At that time the man who
worked at a trade was getting $i.75 or
}2 a day; What is he .'getting today?

!Wh"at was the cost of livingthen? rWliat
is it today? The government employe

formed: no unions-made no demand .for
an. increase of 'pay v and received; none.
Now they^are organized for. the-specific
purpose of effecting retirement l<*gisla-

tipn.*"']
t \

'v '\u25a0-
'

;;TVhen the pay of the. government

clerk^was fixed in 1853 a congressman

was paid $5 a day with ho p'erauifiites.
Now,' he gets $7,500 per annum with
20fcents per mile for travel; furnished
quarters, %1,500 for clerk hire and other
perquisites. In 1853 secretaries of de-
partments were paid ?6,000; today $12,-

000.- :Then the highest officers'-in the ;
army and navy were paid $4,500; nowI
$13,500.

-
Farragut sailed' through: fire

oh; a' salary^ of $4,ooo— and Dewey" in
time of peace gets $13,500. ,The pay of
every .one ]ln- the government serrice
except clerks (minor employes) ,has
been increased 50 to:500 per cent since
1853/ The clerks' pay remains the
same.- j \u25a0. ;....\u25a0 ~-r . :. . r,r.[

'
\u25a0 .'\u25a0- -

The* government ought to have the"
very ;b*st:men "in \u25a0 all branches of. its
service, jbut;it is "hard to get such men
and '.harder to keep them, » because the
ability5 which them -valuable In
the; public service is sure of a better
reward in private employment.

The United States and two others ace
the only, countries \in.the world that
have made "; no prof isionr^or their su-
perannuated 'employes.' All/the large
corporations and. many of the business
concerns ,Un this country » provide,; forthose/of, their"employes :whor grow old
in^service"- ;•Relief* to1old employes is
no.t;charity. .business, good busi-
n.<!ss *.v^An instance of the government's
failure tovprovide,"^ or the superannua-
tion of its servants is the case of Henry
Vignaud. late secretary 'of the.Amer-
ican - embassy- at Paris. . This is :frbm-
a"'press';dlspatch:" .> PARIS,Feb. 16.—Henry firstsecretary of the

'
American embassy; whohas resigned after' 34 years of"service

at the age of 79,;- without means to pro-
vide^ fort

;hix.remaining^years,: has ad-
dressed .a letter,.of ;appreciation- to;the20; prominent /Americans.^ headed >by
Leyi P. -'Morton. Andrew Carnegie and
J. Pierpont- Morgan, Iwhose gtnordsity
in'SubscHbing a fund of $2O,OooMnsures

,th+ laet.^ays. of s thet veteran diplomat
against .wnnt.. j-.,;-;..--•j -.,;-;..--• .- i»:«- ..,\u25a0;;=•

,".;/>tr. » Byea /modestly^ .yet.his'
F^9?X^r}*alo.ry:s-acarcely^i\xmctd..t6 nieetexpenses. {,-'; s.»V^<" j'-.-,,!.-*\u0084», '\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-i-,,

- -
\,~'\ .

.; V'.Muhiclpallties ..give .;pensions to.po-
licemen, flrenjenV and f school [ teachers.
Why? .Because it is .just and hum/me,'
Give the government;employes a retire-
ment measure for the same reasons/
.\u25a0:.•;. \u25a0\u25a0 .;W. J. SHEPMAXiU. S.'Customs. \ :
t . San Francisco,^December 11, 190.9.

j Apples Good for Digestion

A Strange
Episode of
Diplomacy

"Do you know what you're "eating?"
said the doctor to* the girl^

''An apple, of course." *
.'.;.'*

"^ou are • eati ng," said the doctor,
"albumen, "sugar, gum, malic acid, gal-

lic acid,"fiber, water and phosphorus/*
"Ihope those things. are good. They

sound :alarming." .
.^"Nothing could be better. -You ate,
Iobserved,, rather, too-much; meat; at
dinner;-! The. malic, acid of apples.neu-
tralizes the* 'excess :of chalky-;matter
caused by. too much meat, and thereby
helps to keep you young. Apples- are
good for your complexion r^thefr. acids
drive out- the noxious matters which
causeVskin eruption^ They.' are good
for;your brain". 'which

'
those same nox-

ious niatterß,' ,if retained,*^ render slug-
gish. Moreover, the; acids of the apple
diminish J the acidity, of ;the stomach
that''comes;with:some; forms "of indi-
gestion/ The phosphorus, .ofiwhieh ap-
ples contain

'
a -larger "perceritage t than

any other." frult,;ior;:vegetable. \.ren,ews
the! essential; .nervous matter of :the
brain.;and:- spinal > column.;-,' Oh; the -an-
cients L;were -.not v wrong,- when 'they es-
teemed » the ,apple "the;food :

ofithe ,gods"• magic -renewer 1of.youth* to which
the gods. resorted. when they felt'them-
selyesfgrowinß oldtand Teeble.

"

Ithink
I'llhave'an"; apple,'' 'concluded the doc-
tors—New York-Tribune: : . '

'. '- *
-••"\u25a0' ''\u25a0>: \u25a0 ;"•\u25a0-• ;". . -.-\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0:•• -

\u25a0 . :'.

Rare Dyeing Secret

*
\u25a0}"• '\u25a0Duel With a Tiger

—v :\u25a0
-

.\u25a0.'\u25a0' .: \u25a0 . .\u25a0-,<- \u25a0:-\u25a0\u25a0, .; ..' .'
" -

V \u25a0'
' .

IF it should happen that Zelaya .is -abl^ to.crush his enemies in
Nicaragua the United /States^ will:be

-
put diplomatically in\ a

rather' awkward position. .The note transmitted by- Secretary
Knox; to the 'Nicaraguan : representative; in
Washington was a remarkable 'document that
broke all the accepted rules 'of diplomacy.
That is to say, it told the truth[in the plainest
possible language. OH course, diplomacy* conr

-,
_____ _ siders such speaking a public offense, although

plain people are disposed to welcome , plain speech and ! are only
amused ..by the roundabout obscurities of the"trained "diplomat."

It' is a reasonable surmise that, although it;was the hand of
Secretary Knox that held tlie-pen, it vwas the voice of William
Howard Taft that spoke those words to Zelaya. Mr.Ta.it. is :slow
to anger, !but once aroused for a good cause -his anger rises to \u25a0 a
white

'
heat. Mr. Knox wrote what the newspaper people like to

describe as "a redhot roast," but he would- never /have .done that
had . he not had a direct and specific^ order in that purpose from
the president. ;. '-• '-

;' . ' '
\u25a0 The American people 'will like :.-M/. Taft all ,the: better because
he' is;stirred, to. anger that- .floutSi the slow- processes of diplomacy
by resenting injury and wrong done tocitixens of this republic.

Yet Mr. Knox's undiplomatic emotions are; mitigated by^a
certain caution. They have> arstring to them. .The 'Nicaraguan
envo}'- is, told that should: he stay in:;Washington the state depart-
ment willbe ''happy to receive him unofficially." This permission
is of the 'less."value;;-becau^
promptly :\u25a0 stopped -the ienvoy -s. salary, which is;quite.tlie most

awkward thing- that ;can ;happen, to a- trained diplomat.; •

f -the 'Secretary's' .wrath is partly hypothetical.
The/ : facts ;regarding \u25a0the./ execution of; Gannon and ;,Groce need
further \ ''careful consideration" ;andvsome; of the charges remain
to be..-• verified. \u0084 . . • : ''.' \.

On the whole, the -affair presents Vremarkable ;episc>de v,in
diplomacy and ijit'.'would:lscem/:that the ,most;com fortablej way-out
should ;be tb~fiivdVsoine/ineans; of getting! rid-bf;Zelaya. . v •

ACCORDING/ to the" statement of facts submitted to the: state
fruit growers' convention by R. D. Stephens of Sacramento
the overland railroads received^an income":- of, $483,000, while

\u25a0 the' shippers' "lost* "slß9,ooo.'.'pn 1.002 cars' of
deciduous * fruit sent frorai•\u25a0';. Sacramento . to
New York in eight days. .;•> -

:

This may have -been an
'

exceptional
instance, but the; fact that such conditions

-__ .—..
—. were possible at all shows in what grievous

straits the fruit".'growers find themselves in consequence, of
the unreasonable rates made

;
on ; such freight by the railroads'

If the roads are able to make a longer haul: on oranges for $72 a
car less than the rate charged 'for deciduous- fruit the injustice done
to the latter industry is manifest.

' '"
. ; »

"

In addition to this unfair discrimination deciduous fruit' pays
an extra charge of $97:50 per car <for refrigeration.' . '

; , \u25a0 .:;
Official figures given out by the California fruit distributors;

the, organization that handles most of the deciduous fruit* ship-
ments to the east; support the conclusions drawn by. the committee
of which Mr. Stephens is. chairman. Some of these we quote
relative to sales in New York, Chicago, Boston: and Phila*cleiphia :

On August. 9 there were sold in the four cities 'named 127 cars— l^
brought \u25a0 $1,498, 1 $1,337, 1 $1,223, 4 averaged $1,333. 11 $1,052 and sthe 18: ,
cars averaged $1,120. which' amount gives a small profit to the;grower,
but leaves 109 cars, or 86 per cent-sold at- a Joss to; the.grower.vy, \u25a0 >•\u25a0;

On August 10. 71; cars were sold, of'/which 2 averaged .sl,'23o.
'l-$li2IS»-'-- \u25a0

i 4 $1,122 and ;1lvsl,o42;an .average' of $1,094; for'the 18 cars: 'This, result^
left' 53 cars.' or 76 per:cent 'sol<l at a loss" to the ;grower.'

' "•;:."•;:. \u25a0

A. -r"
.On 4uSust 1.1 ,91 cars were sold,^ of which one. brought $1,252, 6

.averaged $i:i29v.i3$1,Q51,0r an average of $1,089 for the 20 cars,- leav- '•:
ing 71 .cars, or .78 per cent, sold at a loss to.the. grower. • : .• : v

On August 12 there were 83 cars. sold, of which one car brought
. $1,100 and 12 cars averaged $1,034, or an- average of $1,039 r for the 13

-
i_ cars, which left 70 cars. "or 84 per cent, sold at a loss to the grower.\u25a0;\u25a0\u25a0'

As we understand it the growers will be. content -to receive
equal measure with- the' citrus fruit shippers in thejsouthern. part
of the state. Their product, is carried* a longer distance for- a
materially lower rate,>and tlie facts disclose a \u25a0 manifest case of
discrimination of which the interstate commerce commission should
take notice. But that process.of remedy is slow and clumsy. *;.

It would seem that in their own interest the railroads might
understand that they are killing a business which has been paying
them an enormous revenue. •\u25a0 . .

IT has-been no secret in San:Erahcisco
v

for;*more tliana year that
a certain busybody- clique in the Sierra club Avas seeking to?use
the prestige and influence' of that organization to-secure a with-

drawal of the Garfield grant; of -vrights-; in\u25a0; the .HetchUletchy. region
to San Francisco for the; purposes "of a municipal Avater supply.

It_ was quite well understood that this effort did not com-
mand the support of a majority' of the-^membership!" In fact, the
policy pursued lby this clique \u25a0prompted imore \u25a0 \u25a0•than one resignation
from the roll;of the.dub, and some;6f vthe letters written with'
this purpose would make: very reading- could .they
be published. . _

No doubt it was this sense of \u25a0;imperfect authority and repre-:
sentation, so, far as the Sierra club was .concerned,'; that inspired the
official clique to describe themselves -by 'an \u25a0' alias:. Under the
thin disguise qf,;tlier"Society for the Preservation* of the National
Parks" they have been masquerading. . Itas;a high sounding title,

but it means nothing 'more than the official clique that has con-
trived to get hold of the management' ofr the Sierra club. ;

If they would ifight fair there could be vho. particular objection
to their campaign, but they! do not hesitate to misrepresent the
facts in the grossest way. The literature they are sending out

conveys the idea that ;the grant of Hetch,; Hetchy would destroy
for.'park purposes half of the Yosemite; reservation;

The)' ignore the fact, that the only change, proposed is the
conversion' of a meadow into a .lake; 'which Avould not in- the
slightest degree obscure the scenic features of 'the \u25a0 valley, .and
would, as many .people believe, increase their attractiveness. It is
altogether a veiy paltry piece of business. . ;

It is regrettable .that John Muir should misuse his talents: in
promotion*of this campaign of .misrepresentation. It will not
help his. reputation at all. ; •'\u25a0 [ :

"Byron on Airships

(
The: Shetland; islanders" seldom 'use

any dye, and' their homespuns are gen-
erally 'made in ;t.he plain drab -color
which is 'natural--. to the .sheep, •or in
browns, with _'a= variegated design of
the diamond herringbone patterns on
simple plain brown and white wools.

In contradistinction' to this •ignorance

of > the art .of dyeing among the people

ot thc^ghetlands, the inhabitants of
the contiguous "Fair island,"' although
not .-famous" for any quality

'
of cloth

'comparable} to
-
that made In either

Harris Tor "the -\u0084 Shetlands, /possess ;* a
secret ;of an ? indescribably /rich
crimson,^recalling- associations \u25a0; Ofjthe
early;Spanish* dyers." ;It|is? historically
known Jthat^one; of jthe 'galleons loftthe
Spanish *"armada :was -'.wrecked ton this
island,'^ and?; it?• is "correctito
assume that-. this."crimson la;the;rem-
iniscence, of an art' taught the islanders
by]thesSpania,rd»?\: ,-/-;; •
'£j:Within; recent iy:ears efforts;;have>been
made Jby- travelers ;living[on;the] island
,withVa^- disguised ;':purpone t tov- disco ver
this"iva^uable'secret, 4 -, jrhich', hag';so,long

!!
vbeen^perpetuated i^among :^: them .7and
Which jthey^Dutito"so *little(use;*but't so
'£*e.isecretlyenes»|has ibeen imore than
a fmatch^j forJ'cunning, "and ;all

-
that »1s

knownUjegardin"g| theJprocess % is!ithat
the'=body]of^thef,dye?i«^oxiblood"and:its
components

-
vegetable fadmixturei. -*-

THE corporation tax has few friends, but perhaps the same
thing might be said of other taxes. The treasury-depart-
ment estimates that it will pay a revenue of 325,000,000

iannually, but its opponents declare with
epigrammatic emphasis' that, the law does no
more than "enact a lawsuit.*' That it will
be fought in the courts is certain and all the
newspaper lawyers are busy demonstrating

<\u25a0 its unconstitutionality. ,
Another corps of skirmisher's: on the same line declares

that the provisions of the law constitute and call for "a book keeping
impossibility. . They complain that inventories of stock arid
material on hand will be required, and complicated calculations
of depreciation and such.

**
\u25a0 .;\u25a0*;, . _ '.

William Dolge. a certified public accountant of this city, does
not share -this view and has published a short .'monograph to.
support his reading- of the* act. Without attempting to pass on
the legal questions arising Mr. Dolge holds/that the definition of
**net.- income" in the act is clear, and definite, and he gives this
description of the operation of the law:' • *

To make a proper return, it willbe. necessary only to.consider/the
transactions of the corporation with reference to receipts -and disburse-
ments. There is to be determined first, "the gross amount of the in-
come received within the year from all sourcei" (cash receipts) and\
thereafter the disbursements;, segregated as preseribed'in paragraph 3 ofK
the corporation tax law. The questions of inventories,- the fiscal year;of;
the corporation, expenditures as' distinguished from disbursements,
accruals as distinguished from payments, and many ;other -.itenfs that V
are considered by an accountant :in arriving^at a proper statement of
profit and loss for a corporation, are hot I'materiall1'materiallto this return.

A concrete illustration willshow the application: arid the workings '•
of the law.' For example, the John Doe company .buys .merchandise for '
$50,000 on December 1, 1909, payment forwhich, is due on March 1, 1910. -
During the month- of December, 1909, $25,000 worth of goods 'purchased
are sold for $30,000. Eliminating all/other'receipts and disbursements
on this particular, transaction, there would-be due; the government 1 per
cent of $25,000 0r. 5250^.i.c., $30,000 receipts less. ss,ooo, deduction'al- •

lowed by the law..
During the year 1910 the remainder of the goods costing $25,000 are

sold for $30.000. and on March; 1 the "goods. purchased 'in Decemberrarepaid for. 550.000. Again, considered by itself, here is aca?c .whereithc- :

disbursements arc $50,000 "necessary expenses i-; actually "paid out of "in-come (receipts), within the year." or $20,000 more .than the income. (re*
ceipts) and therefore no tax is due the goirernm"ent. .*

-
With" regard to the constitutionality, of the law Mr. Taft has

more than once said that he is convinced it will stand the test of
the courts, and in..this "•judgment Attorney General Wr ickersliam
concurs. The uncertainty of-jurisprudencc is such that they niay
easily be mistaken,* but.' as "the .matter stands -their opinion will
be preferred to that of tlic^newspaper lawyers who insist that the
tax willbe thrown on the scrap heap by the supreme: court . \

Surplus for dividends $ 26,879,402 $" 19,877,741 - ''$ 27,698,596

These returns relate to the several years ending, on .June 30
and it appears, therefore, that while the gross earnings of the
system for the last fiscal year were some $5,000,000 \u25a0 short of the
boom peribd there was nearly as large a surplus available for

1Ins condition may be due to a concurrence of several causes.
Chiefly, of course, it is due to the fact that, as the report shows,!
the road saved $3,000,000 in maintenance appropriations arid
54.958.000 in the cost of conducting transportation.' These economies
are not a permanent factor in estimating the value of the property,'
and the return of a full tide of business will,necessitate the restora-
tion of the former scale of appropriations."

In a word, the Southern Pacific has been living on its fat
during the lean years, cutting down expenses and avoiding heavy
repair work. That* plan works all right for a while, but it can not
last very long, for a big railroad is constantly being rebuilt.

Supplementing the report, it may be added that the first three
months of the present year since July 1 show an increase of
$3,624,000 in gross earnings compared with the corresponding
period last year. It is to this fact that the recent boom in the
price of the stock" is attributed. Bill it should be noted that the
increase in net earnings for these three months is less than half
the gain in gross, which is' proof that the company' is finding that
its policy of economy in appropriations can not any longer lie.
maintained. Besides this charge on earnings it will be necessary
to meet the interest on $82,000,000 of 4 per cent convertible bonds

These facts must -lie taken into consideration wrhen estimating
the future value of the stock as a dividend paver. . *

: Three Jakuns (aborigines) and :a
Malay chanced, to;.be -togethei-; in. the
jungle; in Jahore'. when \u25a0; the came,
across- a- tiger.;/ They '.were. orilyrarm_ed:
.with parangs,; and the , Malay,;wisely'
deciding' in'."favors of "'\u25a0\u25a0 discretion', v;to'ok*.-
to'his heels. Xot;so: theTJakurfs.'i'hbw-'!
ever, .tor': they;at;once fdeterrninedLto
give battle^ not •utilizinK|tlieir^numeri^
cairsuperiority,;bntjin- ;the]most.5sports^ 1

manlike" manner .arrangring ., for -ithe
{&\u25a0'series 'of? duels, 1

'
if.neces;}

"savy ?':\u25a0'''\u25a0\u25a0'.
'

\u25a0--\u25a0'- •\u25a0
• " ,\~~M ;-\u25a0-\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0• : ~'

\u25a0-
;: - -<--";";~^i

As mislit;liave ,\u25a0\u25a0 been .expected, ;:the \u25a0

series :v,^»s necessa ry,"and \ t he
*eud|was'

not long;in oomiiipr.l-TheJfirstTnia'n .who'
entered ;th*c fray.'.mlsfcd ;U)isS blowVand'
was, a t;• once -" at ruck do\vn,';::and the
same fa te;brfell;his .two coin ra des t

;a 11"

fjNow ,', that v I^atiiam : is preening y his"
.wings; for.;flightKacrqss'. the fchannel,"; it
is -to-1remember^ thatf thesuccessful/; navigation ;of t,thel?air 'was"
P^s dic ted; by;;no? less >la -^prophet 'j\ than
Lord' Byron.>The| passage, isTcontainedinf.Medwin's "Conversations "of*• Lord
JByron": v '-'^C[/l'-^.:s\u n:; ] v,V;-":-;.-- V/::\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0

-
ws"Here,''£Byron -said.;V"is "a^savant ?of
Bologna *,whoJpretends Itojbav.ej discov-
ered -thejmarinerjof^directipg Jballoonsby^means of a; _rudder,'- ahd^tellsTnie: that
hejs ready, to' explainjthematur^-of^his
invention;, to;:our|govern*ment.Tf Ivsup-;
pose>v^e;shall ;Poonpravellbyair >rs--
sels:jliake>airjinstead|6f|seasVbyages;
and at lf>ngth;flnd our way 1o the moon;
JnispU^oflthelwantiof^atniosphere;'' :«'
i. ;;From;wliichlitlappears,' however/that
it^wasVaP-'dirigrible-'^rather^tlianVan^
aeroplane ,that vßyron.coritemplated.f-'
AVestniin«ter'Gazeite. v yf

* - ~
. V

|v .-.; TIMEIiY^BXP^siItE
X/ Tli?lSan^rahcißcojCa.ll;has'pubtlshed
Ia;nnmtoer"! of»: aiftio.les iexposi ngr|the"|bad
|tonditiot»^ ')f.•the"}- 1iving;i!and
rquartersjfor'.the crews\oh the steamersIengaged-ill; the tbay;and river traffic./rh«|exposufeJUkimely,fand|itjiß!to|be
!;h\>p*d|tha*t|it^wllirresultfinftheTreform'
}.u'!ilch'i3:ba«ily;needed. i7-Coasf Seamen's
[Journal.

. PpRTCGArAM.iI.". .SaeraroehtqT Cal.1 "When
was.Portugal fotrodetl? When :dtd it-become In-
dependent of SpaIn1.• Who* wa* the -first ttax ?.How ;. many-: fclngs 4 h*Te. there been since- taen?
Did any Portuguese dUcorer any lancl?., - .. •

: Portugrar :is /tlie Tancient JLusitania*
The;^present* namel Is -"derived t frem
Porto Cello, the original appelation of
Oporto. -After a nine years'- struggle
under Viriathes, the Lusitanians sub-
mitted 1

-
to ;the ORoman' arms about 137

B. ;C.;C. \u25a0underwent'": the same-
changes .as Spain on the fall of the
Roman empire. -It was conquered by
the -Moors in 730. Alfonso Henriqiies
defeated! five Moorish kings in July,
1139, and was proclaimed king-. Since"
then Portugal 'has had ;38 kings and,
rulers. :-' Magellan

'
.'.discovered . the

-
straits 'that were "named for him,- the
south- Pacific ocean and islands in the
Pacific.

-."•'. •-• \u25a0 •-
SILVER-^F. R.. City* If Irecollect right,

sllrer dropped Tery low about the middle of
1897. Can you give the flgures of that' time for
the white metal? - •^MSBUBSA
'/ In a dispatch. to The Call, under date
of July 28, 1897, appears tlie following:
.'"ljondon

—
Today \u25a0 silver, bars touched

26?»d,~Jthe: lowest ; figures on
-
T
record.-

New York—rßar'silver was quoted here
at 57H @57VbC," decline from yesterday,
and

*
Mexican dollars went, down to

45^4 c.\u0094 The quotation used for;bar sil-
ver represents the' price for which it
can

-
;be laid down in London/: so that If

freight- charges and insurance were
deducted.it would make the -real value
of bar. silver fractionally lower.'*

:; .-. * ' .• •"

*
SPEECHES— Subscriber. Newark. Cal. What

are th* requisites for making speeches in pub-
'

llev \-V;-: .--'
•

\u25a0 '\u25a0

-
_\u25a0_•:.

Thomas Wentworth Iligginson in
"Hints on \u25a0Writing and Speech-Making" 1

\u25a0 says": \ :"The
'
first ? rule for public \u25a0 speak

-1
ing,;is \u25a0 to'-jhave'^ something ito say. that
you:desire very much to say; and the
second: is,^always fcpeak in a:natural_.
key >'and :in' a .conversational. .manner. T
The -days of "pompous and stilted, elo-
quence are' gone, by and' it was .Wendell
Phillips,'more r than anybody else, who \u25a0

put an end to it. in this country- and
substituted a. simpler style.':

SHORTEST DISTANCE—C.F.'d.V City. What
It
'tb« 'shortest

-
distance between San Francisco

*

and- Yokohama." Hongkong, Manila. Sydney, X.
S.*:W.'. \u25a0-;.by.«. steamer also between. San
Francisco -aod • Yokohama ~Tia.Honolulu ? The .
same ;as to. Seattle/- Wash. ? l3SB%0BBj&B&38S6m'

The:hydrographic office furnishes th«
followingfigures:.

San Francisco to Y0k0hama. ........ .4.536 milea
San :Francisco to Hongkong, Via. Yoko- . ;, hatna : -.6.126 miles
.San Francisco to Mani1a.'..'. ...;.....'.8.24S miles .
San "Francisco to Sydney." X:' S. W....6.467 miles
Sao iFrtnetsco^ to, Yokohama yl* Hono- :\u25a0\u25a0

'
'« lolu ;.".'.*..... .,'..;. .'..'.*..... .5,4fH) mile*
Seattle to

'Yokohama ?:L~. ..\u25a0.-..:....:.4,252 mile-s
*

Seattle to Hongkong via Yokohama. ..5,842 miles „
Seattle to Mani1a. ...'..=..... ...... ..i5.9t»S miles
Seattle To Sydney, X. S.-.W. .< ...6.5U7 mile*
Seattle to Yokohama Tia H0n01u1u... .3.792 miles

:FLOWERS— I..11.. \u25a0 Bakersfleld^ Cal. , What .la:\u25a0

the imeaning -:in? the' language \u25a0of \u25a0 flowers of ? a
bunch ;of/red,." white, yellow and bUck

-
prince •

roses, one of etch, to.a lady from a gentleman?
!\ A.red rose • signifies love; 'a .white
one,"f X,. amlworthyjof iyou;:yellow,•".;de- \
creasefof tlove*orjjealousy.tand: a black
prlnce,"lbashful -shame. '"A-.white T and.;a%
red -,rose^tie'd; together!: signify^unity.;
IfHthe /gen tleman ;,•intended 'Iav message ;
;by'. this jbunch ;he -got

'
somewhat mixed

in his \u2666language.

','•-\u25a0•'".••..*\u25a0" "

PlANO—Subscriber. .City. Who
inTented;'the*electric^pUno? j, -,•-;i, •-

;i According '\u25a0 to >,"Moore*s-:Encyclopedia
"of Music.""edition;ofjlSs2,,thef inventor :
was".- Thomas ADavenport /of

iVtiSwho in ISol'produced such-an in-
strument. :

•.—\u25a0-.••.'•" \u25a0 .\u25a0>• ._ •
-j*f'- ••. \u25a0-.-•- '-•."\u25a0

UCENSUS
-

ENUMERATORS— r... i>. 5..; KJnsCity,:Cal.'*To whom' gkonld.application be n>ad»
for appointment as *a-census. enumerator in this«tate?, . "jj^BSBBBmSPReZ :

\u25a0

- •

r;Communicate with,the secretary' of
thelboard Iof .civil \u25a0 servicecornmisßiohers;.; Postofflce' buildingI,*San \
Francisco, ]Cal.'..•*• • •f. '": *~

_.•..." -»*.. .•.

•- ...,
.HTINTINU—B./ Martinez, Cal. Cau'one. with'-
out:allcenje.thunt on his oren ground*? -.

li'SPrior7 to Uhe"act 'approved^ March 22.
1909, a land owner [could, but: now he
cansriotrfor^ the -law:as "amended says:

"Every person in the- state of-California
who.bunts, pursues or kills.any. of.the
wild'birdH or animals,' excepting'pne^ia-
.tcrybirds or animals, without first.pro-
curing a license therefor.. as provided
In this act, is guilty of a'misdemeanor."

FIRST" THANKSGIVING—Subscritwr. dry.
Who wrote the poem .entitled. "The Firstrhank*Kl*lns," in which are the lines:
.' -:"•:\u25a0"InGranada bells were ringing,

InGranada altars burned."
, Itappeared in the Youth's Companion,
signed .Hezekiah Butterworth. It can
be found in that publication and in
"Be3t Things From Best Authors," by
Shoemaker, volume TV.

\u25a0.
• '\u25a0•"-\u25a0' i'\u25a0

IIEPSIDAM
—

Subscriber. City. Wil-
liam F.File of Berkeley in a letter *to
this department explains where the
words, "Iwill flee to the hills of Hepsi-
dam," are to be found. Subscriber will
find the sentence- in the "Hardshell Ser-
mons," published about 1836. and later
in "Selections of Comic Literature." .

MARRIAGE—A»n Httr. Vallejo. Cal. >'r.V
contracted a- marriage with "B," at which time
*'B'* was already maAlwl. Is n necessary for*
A" to obtain an annulment in order to be free

to marry?

This department does not furnish le-
g-al advice. -Consult some reputable at-
torney.

BASEBALL-n. p. R., Oakland/ Cat. Which
tf?am^ won the baseball world's championship i;i

'\u25a0 In that year Jn the series for. the
world's .championship the Chicago
"White Sox, winner's of the American
league! pennant, defeated the Chicago
Cubs, winners of .the National league
pannant, by 4 games to 2."

t TRANSPORTATION— Subscriber. City.. U
th?r# .anything snch as free transportation to
Alaska. ti> any one who will affre*to work there
i«r six months J . .
. There may be some arrangement of
that kind by*-individual*, who want to
employ men; to work In that district.
You may be advised at some of %the em-
ployment offices.

'
,

x \u25a0:,.'.'
'

!•.-\u25a0*•.\u25a0.•LAWTOX—Miss inonWUte. Cltx.
-

At what
time after the disaster of 1806 wa* ThaU Law-ton, the pleading: lady, at the Alcazar* Whowas the leading man at that time?

She commenced her- engagement
there September 17, 1906." The leading
man was Bertram Lytell.

GREEK THEATER—gaDwriber. Cltjf•
Wha ti« the capacity -of the Greek theater at unlrer-slty grounds. ,Berkeley. Cal.?

.The capacity of 'the theater proper
is about 7.000. with room for 600 or
more" persons on the stage. • J: t

'.* \u25a0
-

\u25a0
'• '•

\u25a0

MARRIAGE RELATlON—Subscriber 1 Nile*
Cat.rIftwo men, strangers to each other. .marrysisters, does that make, them brothers 'la law?

It does mot. . A .brother; in law is x,
sister's husband, or brother of a hus-
band or wife. In this case, each man
would be the brother in law of hia
wife's sister.

\u25a0- • - • •
\u25a0 PASSPORTS-P. S.. City. I, it neeessarr
tor a person born, in this country of foreleaparents- to obtain a*pasaport, tf he

*

tnteads tD
Tlslt"his \u25a0; parents tin_Europe, they bafins re-turned,there In the last few years* .
It.lsrnot; absolutely necessary, but it

is advisable.

i_PLATIXUM—R. WV W.. Princeon. .Cal.where may Iobtain information coacerntnsthe -process |of;mining for platinum?
California state mining bureau, ferry

\u25a0j MARTIAL
"

LAW—Chauneey \u25a0W. ami Clarence>.T",Uty., Was" martial law. enforced Jn SanFranelsro dnrlng the days following the di«a§ter
of"April,1906? \u25a0.' . ' ;

'No. rl'Z----
\u25a0 '."

'
r •,\u25a0•..•

::CHAMPIOX^niPr^.t City. Didtbw D«tr'olt<or the Chi-ano* win the first gam* played ta the190S s series ,Xor;the •world's championship 1~ j-,:

IX TAMPULKT foRM—M. O. C. Cityi « KhsThe Can Issued in pamphlet form the letters on
the*progress In Ireland, recently pnWlih«>il? • -,
: It-Ijas' not.' .,

\u0084 '*;
\u25a0:A " "_\u25a0"••'* \u25a0

*
;A%I)ATE-0.'t;.?.. City. Ua-what day diUJanuary ;12, 1?73, fall?.
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The Saii Francisco Call• i
~

\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0 ,\u25a0\u25a0',*'.

JOHN D. SPRECKELS Proprietor
CHARLES W. HORNICK... General Manager

ERNEST S. SIMPSON ..Managing Editor
AtfdrfM AH Communion tlwaa to THE SA.\ FRANCISCO CAiX ..

Telephone aKKAR\Y S8"
—

-*\u25a0•* f««" Tlr Call. TJUe Operator Will Connect
Yon With the Department You With V .. \u25a0

''
BUSINESS OFFICE.: .Market and Third Streets. San Francisco

Open Until11 o'.clock Every Night in the Year .
EDITORIAL ROOMS ilfarket and Third Streets

MAINCITY1
-
BRANCH 1651 Fillmore Street Near Post

OAKLANDOFFICE— 4«S 11th St. (B^on Block)..jTej^Sunset—O^klandao|3
ALAMEDAOFFICE— I43S Park Street ..Telephone Alameda 553

BERKELEY OFFICE
—

SW. Cor. Center and Oxford. ...Telephone Berkeley 77

CHICAGO OFFICE
—

1634 Marquette Bldg. C. Geo. Krogness, Advertising Agt

NEW YORK OFFICE— SOS Brunswick Bids..J. C. Wilberding. Advertising Agt

WASHINGTON NEWS BUREAU
—

Post Bldg...Ira E. Bennett. Correspondent

NEW YORK NEWS BUREAU
—

915 Tribune Bldg..C.C. Carlton. Correspondent

lorflcu Offices .AVberr The Call Is on Kile \
LONDON, England... 3 Recent Street, S. W.

'
•

PARIS, France r.S Rup Cambon
BERLIN, Germany. ..Unter den Linden 9

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Delivered by Carrier, 20 Cents Per Week, 75 Cents Per Month, Dailyand Sunday.

Single Copies. 5 Cer.ts
Terms by Mail,fur UNITED STATES. Including Postage (Cash With Order):
DAILYCALL (Including Sunday), 1 Year *rr...%&.00
DAILYCALL (Including Sunday), 6 Months $4.00
DAILYCALL

—
By SincTe Month 75c

SUNDAY CALL,1 Year ... $2.50
WEEKLY CALL. 1 Year .-.. $1.00
FOREIGN fE>ailv ...SB.OO Per Year Extra
ra^cT.^T^ iSunday $4.15 Per Year ExtraTObIAUL LWeekly ; .?1.00 Per Year Extra

Entered~at the United States Portofflce as Second Class' Matter 1
'

ALL POSTMASTERS ARE AUTHORIZED TO RECEIVE SUBSCRIPTIONS
Sample Copies Will Be Forwarded When Requested

Mall subscribers in ordering change of address fhould be particular to give
both NEW and OLD ADDRESS in order to insure a prompt and correct
compliance with their request. \u25a0
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