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IT
WAS once upon a time, many a long year ago, far

out at sea. -;V
But It was the real- sea, which is deeper than any

one can tell, and so big that the skipper can 'sail for
many days without seeing land!

And it was the tropical sea. where the.wateris
almost as warm as in a hot bath at home in,Denmark.

But it Is only on the surface, where the sun shines,

that it is 50 warm. Deep down below the sea Is as

cold as Ice, and, then, It Is darker there.: than on the

blackest night. And the sea is not equally deep,/ either.
In every part, for at the bottom there are high moun-

tains and low valleys, just as on the dry_ land.
Now, out there at sea there was a ,plaoe where a

big mountain rose from the bottom nearly to the*sur-

face. Ifone looked up one could see nothing .oh every

side but water and water and just water. .
\u0084

"

But down in the water there was ever so much
xnore to look at. • ...*'.. . ; - '

\, :;.;^..r rv.
For on the mountain grew forests of seawrack

which stretched for miles, up"and down the slopes.

When the waves rolled the leaves waved In the water,

Just as the leaves of the trees upon, land _ wave in the
wind. But the stems >of . the ; wrack- trees, -were not
nearly so thick and stiff-as those* of. the beech or the
oak, and therefore they waved also to and'fro where-

ever the billows drove
'
them.

-*/";.'
For the rest, the 'wrack trees were taller" than any

tree on the dry land, but they never grew up above .the
surface of the sea. For when their leaves touched
the air they* dried up and withered.. But when' the
water was still they spread, out and gleamed with
cplendid colors, red and yellow, green and brown, like
the foliage of our own woods in- the autumn. ;./;Jv-r;

And among the tops of the wrack trees a multitude
of jollyfish swam from tree to tree, just as the birds
fly in the \u25a0wood. *,/t* ':t:t I ,'

But they were not such tiresome gray fellows. as the

cod and the pike and the eel. Many.1bf -them -/'shone \u25a0

like gold and silver: one was sky blue, another scarlet.
And then there was the porcupine fish, who could puff;

himself out into a ball and stick out his bristles on,
every side and make the other animals terribly/fright-

ened. . :. * -
For there were many other animals in. the wrack

forest. . .' '..i--
There were mussels with the most comical; scales"

and there were snails, with big. many colored
"
Shells.

There w"ere cuttlefish, who came darting backward
through the water at an incredible pace. There were
great crawfish, who also swam "backward arid nipped

with their claws, and there were/wry, flat crabs, who
\u25a0went sidewise and got on all the same.-'

" ,; ,'
Sometimes, there came a herd of .several hundred,

big turtles, who grazed in the wrack forest exactly^like
the cows In the fields. . : \u25a0

- -„
-

\u25a0 ./.-;...
Itwould also happen that a huge whale cameswim-'

ming along. Then it grew dark," as if a cloud were,

passing before the, sun, wherever he^broke through, the
wrack forest. And when he struck.oiit with his pqw--
erful tail the wrack. trees shook as, though it"were an*
earthquake. ""•'. '-v'f' -\u25a0

\u25a0 -"\u25a0'
- -

:
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• Once it also happened that?a ship sailed over- the
wrack forest. A sailor fell overboard and' he was."'ai&'•
once bolted by a big shark, -who made one mouthful"
of him and swam on with a; good conscience.

-
Any one can easily understand, therefore, that- it

was very nice and amusing in.the^wrack*' forest. -But ;

It was still, quite still,,for none of the- animals uttered

swam": around the little .spot in the wrack: forest, and

ate.animals that
-
were still smaller.- than .themselves,

and rejoiced; In their youth and- existence. \u25a0

- ' '
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SOME time after, the •four children in the wrack" forest

were grown up. \..'/.-.",.-.^]:::-\ ;-.
;.-V./ ;\u25a0\u25a0 i-

:. '";«\u25a0:
, „.. 'Thejoyeter spat/had, -got*,a 'shell; / He;7sat on:a
rock at the bottom -of the/sea and 1 yawned arid 'let ithe
water ;flow into /him. The body the starfish* had
shot' out Intoifiye-pointed arms,, whichi?s tuck"out .In': the
water on every;side, so

'
that the animal looked like .th>

star, at >the top of a,Chrlstrnas.tree.f :Twicei«a /fish' had
come ;and.bltten one of 'his arms off.'iBut the starfish
did not mind' that. / ..The arm grew again/ 5atTonce.;: and
then the animal/ was: just as ;good-as / before,; crept

about In.the wrack j trees
'
and /became rafmlghty^high^

wayman, ;just>as
-he,had dreamed .of.being.: in:his,child-

hood-days. ;.. /; "/:----/.; . \u25a0-.."" ;; \u25a0
_ ~.' „-,.-/\u25a0"\u25a0V:--.:--? /'/ '/

The. little" jellyfish:had not fared so. well. ;One day

when -.was at-,a/ children's :party somewhere -in -the
wood .he s;was eaten 'by a '.whale who .came/ swimming'
along with1 his mouth .wide open." ;There were* a'hundred
thousand ?Jellyflih7 children at the '•party;, and

"
they^all

disappeared, in* thei whale's stomach;, .v;- _.VvJ f\/;v"io / -.;.?
', /But when the ;coral/, child;saw *\u25a0 that -he was /very
nearly -grown1,up i;he . swam*- away -

fromithe fcozy :"spot
where »he 'had spent ;his /childhood arid; let-.the'/waves
carry;him;right outside^the wrack"forest. V.,•.* ;\u25a0'.' ."':• •;^';-•^The .little coral "drifted -about * for.a .long jtlroe/and
looked; for-a' place 'where :he j=tb/>live.r.At
last he found:one, right at the!other /sideiof^theTmourir'
tain. No/wrack:grew,'-'there.' :.The:"water",wasfejea'r 'and
pure, salt; and beautifully.warm.faildUhe're he 'settled.:v'
•:rHe;gqt/arms »llke /the .stafflshTjbuf.:n\ariy,' more,,; and
they were all;in;a wreath around .his imouth.j: For] now
•heljhad' both

-a /mouth :arid:a~ stomach.'; /He Y- noticed
\u25a0gradually that-: heiwas ,becomirig:"qulte hard rTarid- firm"
below ;and- within,land. before, he knew: how,:it'\u25a0 hap'pehed
he had apfbpef piece,* of chalk .inside/him.^ 'ViV.CI*/-"-.•*•>1

'*
/-"-'.•*•>;;"Now it|s "cofnirig!V''

(he: th'6uifht,'deiißhtediyr^ "That's
the befirinninar.of the "island." ~-;jJ- \r.'-:":,'T- "\u25a0"-'"i:^'.T'

\u25a0

>S4 One^.day,- he jput forth
"
a:jbud

'
on ;one.side, just'as ithe;

trees"on\ :dry.-land ?do.:'"An'dithe'-bud; grew into* the^pret-,
tiest 'stone icoral, .with arms' and. a 'mouth' and 'stomach
and

1.aJpieceVofTchalk :;insi.de f him :But^he ;hurig.i*onJftq
the|old;cbral;arid formed' part of him, just 'as the 'bough;
forms ipart'-of /the tree.', '// \u25a0>,\u25a0.\u25a0 ," /\u25a0; :!: /

" "

Thet old: coral/ was 'overjoyed."/ , • '.'•.'.'.''
:^."Now.jvw<B|Ve.fall^rlghti'V:-he"rßald..^yNo.w^ there; are

twb*6f'.us." :;
'

;/>./^;

/>./^ /.;".'• '/.:\u25a0'- '\u25a0;<.^'^- ,\u25a0/ .; .a^.:/-/ :f/::'i:i";."''."- /Then/he, told the ,new. /coral \u25a0; about/the island he
meant; to/- make, 'and^th'e *new.'>coral; agreed -: that /;that;

was the' thing" toVdo.'f'And" they: botir. put forth-, new/
buds and; went fonv doing '.so/: until-'a fine/coral' tree i-was;
formed,/; with'many^brariches!''; whlclvvwere .- all.^full-of:
stone corals.' r<iAil-;dayslqng"'they^.\yaved?. their.*'arms^inj
the watVr; and;j;dr6ye'i/tiny fiittle ) ahinials irito'4 their
mouths;,and-at^Hhem^///jy ;r^i^/ J :>/','•'/v/-"'!;-^/ ';-.- ;';
..':.One-day thejstarflahicaine'cfawlihg/pa'st and-stoppe^^
in/amazement.'- i/;.;.:/' Vi/

-
:''""'U'" / '"vL';-V--''.?f;'V'-- :V: V \u25a0 v.':'V'"::

. '"/"What 'a :queer/ tree, "iWith.flowers -on;itV'<he :said;'_', /.
:. "Iant not a/tree/tfsaid'-thercoral: '."I-ani a^cpral."': ./"

'/^"Goodness .*me,';iftH'hatVy^u?"*^idHhe|starfißh^ii_"lt'3<

wonderful :J how '}\u25a0 you've'"- changedfi'-Upon-imy vw'ord;>;l

sh^ld'never^ave^ known/ you.V TV^ v"V /:"; virt*' /-
'

1;/^
haven't lseeri^eachVotheV,fs{n^
bu^sy •\u25a0now; building vmy island."

-;*
\u25a0.><\u25a0-

-:V•
'

.:/
'

K--""Are';:yo'u^ still>,thinkingTof} that (honsense?"^aslced
the^starfish^ah^d'laugh^d.^^'ljlma'gine^
wiser as;y6u\gre.w*qldef;:&ltVeems"^

l.thalt%y^6U''lookj'as?yo u-we^u-we^v.'"So;I\am." 'said :the;coral."(;"lihave put fout? budsjand
Branches-^all. the .flower's ? you;see are'^ coral^polyps, -who
aj;eTpartners^wi^h|^ne^in\the/ island." ::/\^/;"# \u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0, \u25a0;];\u25a0*'.'
', ry '^ell^l/never irisald'the/'Starflsh^VYou've^turned
yourself into sa^syndicate. ,/;Uponi my word*:>

'that's '\u25a0very,

clever 'of you,>ifor ?you**wouldinever^ have tgotranywhere
by/"yourself. "i Do-ypu"fgWV*'6n*wellV'tos«tirer.w*\*\p'':?f.:/.";"^

,"'";::*"Bxceilently;";'r^pliedftheJcoral.^.^No^betteri family
relatiqns'cari; be-imagined. '^W^^oid^togeth'eyUnviqliibly.

.tSrough/ thlckl'and .vthiri;:V'^^Only/just' th'lnk,:?whenf6Jne|6f
VsjhasVa^gb'odfdinhef-all^theJreftilenj'oyJU l^

How the Ice Crystals fall

HALOS
and similar optical phenomena. of the

atmosphere have been explained as due to the
reflection of :,the, sun's rays from polished

sides of minute ice crystals. It has been necessary to
suppose that, these reflecting surfaces are always

nearly or quite vertical," and this position has been
accounted for on the ground that it is the position of
least resistance as' the crystal falls through the air.-

Recently- a French experimenter observed the fallof
models' shaped like ic> crystals through liquids and
reported that;they did not assume the required posi-
tion, thus failing to support the orthodox theory. A
German observer, Wilhelm Schmidt, however, testifies
to its accuracy by "first hand -observation. Being
up in a balloon he found himself ina cloud of falling

ice crystals," in which he saw, as in a vertical mirror,
a'biurred image/ of the sun, which proved that the
crystals were falling -with their reflecting surfaces*
verticalr or ;nearly ,so,' the blurred character of '. the
image indicating: that :there was a flight oscillation
of each crystal. . The original reflection theory of
halos would thus appear to be the true one after all.

Evaporation in Electric Bulbs
E,VERY;one has noticed electric lamps that seem

to.haVe been smoked inside. The smoky coating

is a \u25a0 fine deposit of carbon from the ..filament,

which begins » to .evaporate when heated too hot.
"Carbon :is very refractory to heat and does not melt
„until it/reaches the ;extfcmely high temperature of
•\u25a0 about ;4,oo0

<
'degrees;-. but"long before this it begins to

'Ipart its substance 'in;. the \u25a0 form of vapor, just.as
camphor does,, for instance. Some other substances

.; which melt:far sooner than carbon do not vaporize in
,this/way .when solid, and may thus be raised to a
',higher '.temperature,'' without.-spoiling the bulbs.- This
is ..why. the,lamp >vith tungsten Tfilament, for instance,
:is,more than the ordinary carbon incandes-
,cent" -The inventor .who'canifind a method of treating
icarbon; so;that it willnot;evaporate as long as it stays-
.'*olidwill'be 7in a*fair \vay.to make his fortune.

NOW, in the middle of the forest there was \u25a0 a
cozy little open place among- the tree tops, _not
very far from the surface. The water- was -warm

and clear and the place was so situated that* it was
seldom that anybody came there.' :

In this place four children used to. play with one
another every day and chat \ together

'according to

their lights. - -
V-•:V '-•: ';* \- :-' iV-V/J'-l.wi

They were all four so small as. to.be.! invisible with
the naked eye. And if a'man hadcome with a mag-
nifying glass and discovered- them he- would,, neverthe-
less, have found it difficult to"make~out one fromthe
other unless he knew' an awful lot-of-natural history.-

For they
'
were all round, transparent;, little' things,

•with fine hair on them, but" without^ heads or legs or
eyes or any of the things which •belong -.to a proper
animal and which men can't - very ,well"\ do /without,

tlttaer.
'*'
:'C':T

~~:..'''""~ "'

And yet they ware not related to one another at all.
One of them was the child of a 'coral, -the: next, ofr a
Jellyfish, the third of a starfish. -But the .fourth was
a real little oyster sp^at., -":.'"'

One day they were'ehatting about what ithey would
be when they grew blg.V J'J ;:/;-v;--,v/,;^/.: ';/ '.' .-

**T trill be a highwayman!" said -the starfish-child.
-Iwill hide In the wrack forest

'
and rush •out at the"

mussels and small fish and all tne animals Ican man-
age and suck them out to the last drop of their blood."

\u0084 "IwIH swim 'rountS and look- pretty," said the little
jellyfish. "And if any one comes too near me Ishall
•tins hlmT /- \^:\

' ..
"Iam destined .for something :higher." said .the

oyster spat and looked as important as It.is possible to
look when one has neither face nor,-,eyes^

Re-ally?" said the starfish." "How do you know?"
That sort ,of;thing Is j born .in one," replied- the

oyster spat. "Yon must know, lam a kind of domestic'
animal with men. It is simply- incredible the .valued
they set upon nn. They, all cringe to me. .Some^of
them do nothing but breed and look'after and sell;me;.
others do nothing but eat*me.

'They build beautiful bit,',
water parks for me with sticks for 'me to settle on!"

"Then It seems to me that it's you who are at. th«
men's beck and call," said the .little jellyfish. "How-:
ever, every one to his taste. Now,Icould not imagine
anything: more frightful than to sit fast on a stick." / >

"Why, not at all," said -.the oyster spat. "Glye'me'a
calm and sedentary life untilIcome to be eaten." /

Amid all this the coral child said nothing, but waved
his hair in the water and listened to the "others"./ rAnd
none of them gave him a further^ thought^ for:the: coral
was always the quietest .of them, so ,they; did,riot:
think that he would ever achieve anything- particular..
At last, however, the starfish 1

asked: ''-\u25a0\u25a0:\u25a0 /,; \u25a0. -,
/\u25a0"Well, my little coral," whatdo-;ybu.say

/?.>'-I;wonder.

whafs to become of
'
you?

~ Have.you thought' «J\'er^ it
at aiir* .

' "\u25a0\u25a0;;
'

\-'\
"

\u25a0\u25a0/\u25a0.'\u25a0/ >,;;. \u25a0 %;'s*
"Inever think of anything -.else," ,replied 4

'
the coral

child. -.\u25a0/'\u25a0'*
';
;f \u25a0\u25a0.;,*' ;

'
\u25a0
;.'-::-': '\- :-\

"Dear me!" said .the starfish.' "And might one ask
to know your thoughts?" •

:\u25a0 u•/-.-', '", /; -
\u25a0

'
"You would not be able to understand, them- if?I

told you," replied the coral. ;

"Haveja try," said the; starflshi /'/"v . „-
'
:/;

--"vV-
And the oyster spat' and; the";little jellyfish»said- the

same. Then the coral child said: . • ;-';-' -./-.-. ;

"When Igrow big I.wlll.'build>an-,island."crv . ,
"A what?" they all three asked* together.;' \u25a0 :
"An'island." said the coral againl--

-
"/; "

V- [ \u25a0

"You don't want 'much," -said v.the' 'starfish and
laughed tillthe whole. of his little- body shook.*, '"How
do you propose to 6et, about;It?"t \u0084;! \u25a0

* . \u0084 till)
"Idon't know. yet,", said the

icoraLJ "But^an Island
Imean to build; a regular island that rises above* the

Carl Ewald

once swam among^the trees were gone, kven the huge

whaleTiwhoVate all the jellyfish children in*a*mouthful,

had got:af:harpoon. in his \u25a0 neck and been^ killed and
boiled; down to; blubber. ;
;.";.' But, though itheyiwere; all gone, still their' grand-

children's ."children were there and looked 'exactly like
them:", and 'behaved exactly like them, ;so .that it-was
'imposslble :tb;see unychang^llnlthewood. '.-"..
j,%i'Onlyi:things ?looked s different ? just where the, coral
child had: settled 'lown to build his^^ island:'\u25a0'.'\u25a0\u25a0

.An- immense number of coral "trees 'had icome- and
more ikept onf coming. \u25a0.'Millions of little coral 'children
swam out into: the world and came ,hpme ;;andi settled
'down -Ifeside, their- parents. -.Millions*of the, polyps died.
Infmahy;of the'coral' trees ;there wasjnot a single living
polyp,'.but"' all the; hard lime .branches were 'fullof stars
.where'they.had'.been.,' .: . -

v~-i.f--.-
.""-'And v theiwaves :had overturned the old ;trees and
beaten '.them 'to. pieces and • fluns. them .in-among the
others' and on, the; top of the^ others. Gradually this
;*grew,' into; a"r great;, strong lime ', reef,' and ''it kept ,on
-growing?- for.the. new coral'children settled down on the,

\u25a0 top vof;the •old,* trees and •>>built:ori diligently.. . .
\u25a0 » .-'One fine 'day; they; reached rclose. up .beneath the suV-
face:.: . - ''./'. . ' • \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0;"\u25a0 ''V-^-^^^^. ' -'- •'

• Vj'Now.-we:haye :the-island!", they 'sald'.tO'One another,

:rejoicing.'"; "If:onlyvoiir; great-great-great-great-great-

'great^gfandfathef^had^lived-to^see it!".
;v..?But 'thVyVhadi rejoicedi'a /little too yearly.
'.
'
For]when :wished to set \u25a0. to;and -,grow up above

the" water- they :cQUld^not.' The small polyps could not
'.bear; thei sun-shining' upon ithem, and,*:do what they
.would, they fgot*ho- farther.
"V;>"Nowlwe will'help you,",, said' thejwaves. . . ' '\u25a0--. V-.'
\u25a0;:,' And.then- they lifted acouple of,blgblocks of coral
up froriv.the \bottom;of"the sea ;and threw . them on<the
:top ofithe-bther. '\u25a0\u25a0' ;-/\u25a0' .-. , -

;\u25a0 • . -. \u25a0.»':.-';
•; v Now."the»t island .was :there. \u25a0'. Itwas not -large, that is
'.true, \u25a0but. and 'pretty,; and- it-shone fin the. sun,
-and rounda bout"it,as far. as one "could see, was nothing
'•but water and /water just"v/ater. And every/day
ra^l)isfwliite?iruir»'c«me';an'd' sat.down,upoh ?it\:: \u25a0 .% \u25a0 /

water . and stands firm: when \u25a0 the^wayesv break ;

against it."• ./. . ."\u25a0'\u25a0',•'\u25a0": -. ".'.'\u25a0}... -\l'.'\u25a0\u25a0'. ''\u25a0''\u25a0' \u25a0

'
'\u25a0'\u25a0'- •.•"\u25a0•.«•'•

"
r-v '

"
"How you talk!" said the oyster spat. ,' ;

-.^
'".

, "Ishudder w.hen !Ihear you. speak of anything so .
firm as that," said the little jellyfish...' \u0084 '\ ''\u25a0\u25a0 .:, *y, -,'-. \

They teased him all three, but. the;coral, childidid
not trouble a Jot about them, went on waving:his hair
in the water and said, calmly: \u0084, / > : .

"It>shall :be a regular isfand, an island -with palm .
trees and ;birds. Starfish; and -jellyfish

'
shall swim

round about-in the water and the waves, shall
them up '- on,the coast and there they,' shall :lie and rot
In the sun. And men shall live on the, island— the men
who eat oysters."'

'" . -
"

Then Ke said:. nothing more,', and when they. Vere "

tired of :. teasing; him . they, all
'
made friends^ again .and ;;

ROMANCE OF THE CORALS
Real Miracle Stdryof

How thefWee Workers of \u25a0

the Sea f P^pite^he Ter-
rific Forces of Nature,
Upbuilt a Beautiful King-
domfor Man.

*j[ '\u25a0'-\u25a0: "It.seems -to me > that's driving the partnership

f rather far,""said; the. starfish.i "When Ihave found a

Inice titbif for.my own mouth Ideclare Ishouldn't care
Ifor it to go into/another's stomach."-
3 „ ''You don't -understand me," said the coral. \u25a0 .
\ "Goodby," said, the: starfish. "And good luck with
> the dsland.'V '\u25a0".;;
?\u25a0' But* the: old coral,' who sat down at the: root of the
'•tree, whispered to that one of / the buds who;was

,*.'*" \u25a0" '.* •.

.*
'

"You are Iand Iam you. and we can never be parted.

•We belong/to each other and we want the same thing—

Jwe^want to build the island."'
;
;The bud :told tlie next bud, and^he sent.it on, until

there Was hot a single polyp on the tree" but knew all
about it.

'And while the tree 'got niore and more/ branches the
,polyps [also got young, which swam out into",the water;

.tiny, mysterious, round things," with fine hairs on them.

.They,r enjoyed .their '^liberty while they were children,

but they all, had 'the "thought of the island in their
hearts, and as soon as "they were grown up they settled
fast beside the old coral;"put out buds and turned into
trees ;like 'him: \u25a0 = •

\u25a0» CVNowI can do no more," said the old coral one day.

Round about him grew a whole forest of stone corals.
Their.white branches were intertwined, and *from them
all:shone the dearest Jittlei star flowers. .They kept on
shooting forth new buds and sent millions of little coral

children' out into.'"the world. And[while.they;,built and
built without /ceasing they were' always; th'inking"bf
the'island.l. ;;':\u25a0,".; •"

•\u25a0-''.• j^'--*.''-'
'.The old coral had every "rignt- to be proud of

-
his

work..-. -For, you see, --he;, was the -great-great-great-
great-great-graridfather of the whole

"Don't .forget' the . island," he- said.
.Then- lie died. ,"-'.The'; water washed Ihis jcorpse away,

\u25a0but .where -he had; been there remained "on. the coral
stem a'mark like- a,star. / »

"

y^'lOW-many, many. many, years passed. ..
jVr But'it made no difference. For;the sea rolled its*s\ waves' without

-
ceasing, as- it-always, had rolled

:hem,.and,the sunshone and the gale blew and the. tops
jf'thevwrack. forest waved in the water.'•}\u25a0';":-

,':-. True,', the .wrack trees among .which'lthe :coral .c hild

lad:played: h"ad" been pulled up and; washed .away *long
igo,"but :others had grown -up /where - they stood. .-The
;urtlei^ that -grazed there were, dead many "years since;

3ut new. turtles; came in their stead. The oyster was
jone;\u25a0 the '-starfish'* was gone; \u25a0 the ;many colored fish.who

Atvthat time n nappeneu luat me caim

—
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round. WrthwhV.floatsthrouph space round the sun,

with:the moon.:at>hVr heels-^— was In,a very bad temper.

TheTmoon'was^cp'nstantly-teaging her. and she had not
recbveredfrdm.herfannoyance with the comet who went

to' pieces before he had finished telling what he had
seen on hls-f journey.: _v :

'Now,- wnehr, the /earth, /was looking down at her
stomach one day she; perceived." just against the equator,

a knob which she; had^never seen before.'
".What on earth is;that;;now?" asked the earth In an

annoyed tone. v*3HHHHJBp9SBhI
-Itwas none other than the coral Island. But wften

the earth came to know how the matter stood 3he waa
awfully,angry.'.

""Now,"upon my. word, things are getting too bad!"
she cried. "Not only is one made a fool of by an Inso-

lent comet and :has to resign one's self to being laugheil

at every day
"

ofithe month 'by a" silly moon
—

not only

i?o the men!rummage in my insie^ and turn land into
water, and .water, lnto land and deal with me just as
they please! 'Now, "in;addition, Ihave to submit tc
having :a coral young, whom .It takes a magnifying

glass to see", messing about with my figure and build-
ing an actual island right in the middle of my stomach!

A wretched mollusc like that!' But we shall put a stop

to that!"
"

\u25a0 And at that moment the whole bottom of the sea

sank where the coral island lay.

Itwas a frightful business, and no mistake!
The island disappeared in the sea and the gullwho

was sitting on Jt. flew in the air with a loud scream.
The blocks of coral fell over one another and smashed

into a thousand pieces. Fish and crawfish and turtl-a

fled as best they could and every leaf in the wrack
wood shook.-

But when"all was still again In the water the coral
polyps whispered to one another:

"Remember, the,island!"
And then they set. to work indefatigably to build

again. 'After some time • they were once more abov<?
the surface, the". waves flung up huge -blocks and the
island lay there again.

"Well. I-
* "

said the earth.
And'.then; the bottom of -the sea "sank lower still.

"Remember the island!" whispered the corals.
And some time after the Island lay there again.

"Can you -go on like. that?", asked the earth.
"That we can." replied" f'.e corals.
"Ah, then Igive In,"said the earth. "ForIcan not."
And the island lay there and stayed there. The

corals built on incessantly, the waves flung up mare
and more blocks, and the island grew ever larger.

\u25a0 One day; a big..round, brown thing came sailing and
bumping against the side of it.'

"Who's there?" asked the corals down in the water.
."It's me," said the thing.

"Who's me?" a3ked the corals again.

"Don't you know me?" said the thing. "Iam the
cocoanut. -.Iam celebrated all over the world. Iam
the one that prepares Islands so that they make their
appearance on. the map and In the geography book.
There have even been ballads made about mo. One of

-•
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On the sea floats" *•

"That may be." said the corals. "But we know
know nothing about it. We have built an island our-
selves and have never had time to sing ballads."

"Yes. it's incredible the amount of Ignorance that
prevails in the world." said the cocoanut. "Well,have
you;earth .;enough for me to take root In and grow

intoa. palm?"" V
."Aha!"; whispered the corals to one another. "Its

the palmt".-
Theri they. asked him politely to come back later:

then . they would do 'their best to provide him with

earth to 'grow/ In.
"Very well," said the cocoanut. "ThenIwill float

about in* the sea for a year. My shell is so thick that I

.7 Then he floated off.
-

-
\ Every time now.that there was some sea wrack or

dead fish or starfish or anything of that sort in the
water the corals begged the waves to fling it on the

island. The waves did so and it lay there and rotted

and turned tojearth. :The, sea birds came there carrying

a cherry stone, whichl was left, took root and grew up

into a pretty little tree.
*

One^day a great, hollow tree trunk came drifting

along. When It got up on the island and lay and rotted

a whole lot'of grass -seed fell from it and some time

after the island was Quite green. There were also two
lizards" in- the tree trunk" and they got children and
thought the .island a nice, and cozy place to live upon.
. And the cocoanut came back again.
'"Lift;me up," he said to the wa,ves.

. He,shot, up and became a splendid tree. His nuts
fell"all around, -and. soon there was quite a grove of

cocoa palms; on the island. Birds came and built their
nests in the trees; flowers came and bees and birds and

butterflies. \u25a0.• c
~ -

."

One day a:man. came sailing In a boat.
His ship had been wrecked and he had drifted on the

\u25a0ea :for':,many,: days-. He was both hungry and thirsty.

and when :he "saw .the: island he was quite wild with
delight,.went on shore, ate cocoanuts and oysters and
built'himself a house in which to live until a ship came
that 'would take -him:back to his country.

But dow~n> in the .water the corals kept on building,
for they could never make" the island big enough.

"Ah, If our . great-great-great-great-great-great-
great-great-great-grandfather could only see it"*they

said -to.one another.


