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OT the least ~mmhcan. of the argumcnts advanced at the
prompting of the United Railroads against the issue of bonds
to build- the \_udr) street railway is that, in. the ‘words
S of one of the campaign-circulars, “the move-

Put‘ a St’op to to build a maunicipally o\f’ncd railroad

‘BUH b on Geary street can only result in long years

)’lng Y of litigation. as there are .always legal ques-

Umted R R tions to l).c decided by the courts bcfore the
| walidity of such bonds can be decided.” :

[1 his is a threat on Iy thinly disguised. A public service corpora-

living off the people of San Francisco tells the city that it can

no step affecting urban transportation-without -being held up

tedions litigation, prolonged by corporation lawvers fighting the

to court to the tribunal of Tast resort. The United

Railroad he people. “We will hght

spend money to beat the bend issue at the polls; we will hire

all the purchasable press to confuse the situation and misrepresent

if the bonds are voted then we will fight you for years

ment

s

suits irom . court
sd?

S S

15 an overstatement of the position assumed by the
ted Railroads. It is quite consistent with the position of hostility
ic interests assumed by the corporation in all its relations: with
the pex ap ¢ and the municipal government. It is a policy of threaten-|
ng, b and falsehood, deliberately adupted to pmtcct a
monopoly of urmm transportation which, by giving a starvation
dividends on $80,000,000 b_\ means of a

[his not
to ¢

] \._1\!

y
service, is expected to pay
$20,000,000 investment. :
It seems to be about time to teach this bully a lesson, and:it can
be done today by voting bonds to build ‘the ‘Geary street. railway.
If The Call has not mistaken the temper of the peoplc there will be
full affirmative vote on the proposition..* It is an occasion: that
should bring out the utmost voting strength of the people who resent
the dominatiom of San Francisco politics and municipal administra-
tion by the public service corporations. - Every consideration of
business as well as politics makes for the issue of these bonds.
wist fight the United Railroads in the courts the sooner we’
begin the better.- In fact, we do not attach any real importance to
this threat except as a significant indication of the temper and policy
monopoly. It is a mere bugbear ior campaign consumption.
”nc',hin;: of the sort will no dotibt be tried to hamper the city and
delay progress, but all this only means that the United Railroads
is in an ngly temper, resolved to run amuck and punish -the city.
Tt is the same policy and temper that put horsecars on Market street
't:_x way of punishment for the city when the board of supervisors
1sed to makn the corporation a valuable grant of public prop-
'1y without compensation for the city.
As. a business proposition,  the eGary street railway under
municipal operation will more than pay its way, easily taking care
of interest and sinking fund for ‘the bonds. The gross earnings of
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the present ramshackle road, that begins nowhere and ends nowhere, ||

are more than $200,000 a vear. That income, after payment of oper-
ating expenses, will easily take care of the interest an dsinking fund,
but \\'i'h the road extended and modernized the receipts will ‘be
greatly increased. The road will run from the ferry to the beach
and \*';H have plenty of connections in a short time. It is not a
rash prophecy that the United Railroads will before long be exchang-
ing transfers with the municipal road. The present policy of fight-
ing the city and the traveling public at every point is not good busi-
ness, as the owners of the property will shortly discover.

As for the extension of the Geary street line to the ferry, it is
fair guess that the courts will not sustain the monopoly of Market
street, but in case they should decide against the city the road
can be built overhead for the half dozen blocks that are needed to fill
fill the gap.

Now it is up to the citizens of San Francisco to say by their
votes whether they will any longer endure the bullying and meddling
of the United Railrdbads and the miserable service which the
monopoly gives. As long as the corporation has no completion it
will maintain its attitude of hostility to the city and its interests.
Any sort of service that will pay dwxdends is good enough so long
2s there is no cumpctmon

a

HE report of the San Francisco citizens” health committee on
the campaign conducted under direction of Dr. Rupert Blue for
the eradication of bubonic plague is in the way to become a
standard medical work on this subject. The
Medical -Reécord summarizes the report and
S F tells of the proceedmgs Tollow1ng the citizens’
an Irancisco | mass meeting in January, 1908, in these words:
| . The citizens’ health committee was then ap-
C’Impalgﬂ pointed by the mayor. The committee caused
hundreds of meetings to6 be held of school chil-
dnn women’s clubs and representatives of all important lines of trade
and industry in the city. It collected $177,512 and disbursed $139,943. It
kept. 400 paid inspectors gnd laborers in the field for several months,
trapping and poisoning rats, in addition to the force maintained by the
board of health and the federal government. It purch:sed nearly $15,000
worth of rat traps, buying cheese for bait in lots of 3,000 pounds at a
time. It paid out $12,375 in rat bounties. It printed and distributed
700,000 circulars and other forms of literature. It disseminated a wide-
spread knowledge of the mode of plague transmission and created an
interest in ‘sanitation and a general community sentiment in favor of
cleznliness that has caused the mortality from contagious illnesses of all
descriptions in San Francisco to fall below that of any other large city
in the United States, and, according to the compiler of the reéport, has .
left heart discase at the head of fatal ailments in San Francisco.

It need not be doubted that the work done by the federal, state
and city authorities averted a general quarantine that would have
set back San Francisco for quite ten years. Coming so close on the
heels of the big fire this city might not have recovered from the
cffects for half a century. As a result of the work the sanitary con-

dition of San Francisco is better than at any period of its history.
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H;tariﬁ if only he would let up on the railroads.
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HE game of politics as played at W ashmgton is alwaya full‘

of interest and movement. Just.now Mr. Taft has in mind
a very extensive program of legislation. for the- rcf*ulatlon of |
I railroads as- outlined by ‘himself in hlb speech:
er. Taf[- a % at' Des. Moines.. -His proposa]s in. this regard |
N are most dlstastetul to \enator Aldrich, ]oe

' OVICQ at Cannon and their’ followers ["hcrcforc thev
)Tl\e Gamg | propese ‘a -compromise. At Mxr. - Taft will |
' moderate- - 1"" demands and o ske them as!

nearly i innocuous as pos»tb]c they will give the president somethmgq
| to play with by way of a great concession. They will permit hini to}
use the tariff commission to make: all sorts of inv cstlgatlom concern-
, the cost of living ahd of pmductmn At first they were

ing prices,

bitterly oppoacd to anything that ortered means. to e\posL the gross!

public: robbery worked in ‘thé nanie of the tariff; but in -fine they |
have begun to understand that somethxmT had to mve wa\' and therc-

fore they would gracxoubly consent to an academic examination of] -
tariff schedules, with the secret reservatlon that - they could 1gn0rc~.
the recommendations based on such inquiry when they came beforeff

congress. Therefore they would permtt Mr. Taft to- play with the

: ‘As'to the policy that
inspires this plan the Washington correbpondence of the Boston
Transcript, a strong republican paper, says

’

As to the tariff the case is different. The demand is universal for
further tariff revision, or at least that congress should try to- de something
to reduce  the cost of living to the: people of the United .States. This -
issue, the cost of livihg, is probably the most scrious the republican party
ever faced. Senator. Aldrich and all the other standpattcrs know this,
and while they have no use for further tariff revision they know that the

- popular sentiment of the country dcmands an investigation as’ to the
cost of production, so that congress -may be able some time to knock
down every duty which can not be shown by impartial evidence to be .
necessary to the protection of "American labor and industry. They are -
not even confident that such. leeway as may be involved in letting the
tariff board ‘go ahead as the president wants it to will save the party in
power from the wraths of the people.. Whether rightly or.tiot, they do -
not believe that the repubhcan party ought to be condemned for its recent
tariff legxslatlon ‘The real fear is deepcr than that—of an onslaught by
the -peaple in the next electlona agamat all ‘men in’ power, as a _protest’
against high prices.

It is an interesting game of bunko worked at the cxpense of the
president. The same gang humbugged Mr. Taft into signing the
sort of tatiff that he did not want. . They are playing a very similar
game with him now in order to get a railroad law full of jokers, and
quite useless to remedy the wrongs from which producers and ship-
pers suffer. The fact is that Mr. Taft is a mere novice in politics,
and he is no match at all for such hoary and practiced tricksters
as Aldrich and Joe Gannon. :

ASHINGTON dispatchés agree that the president and his

advisers are much perplexed about what to do in relation

to the law against trusts. The Sherman act, with its broad

. significance-as interpreted by recent decisions

LawMaking' ' of the circuit court of appeals in the tobacco

w_ h E | and Standard oil cases, is the nightmare that

ith an Cye oppresses the cabinet. Strong representations

O th P I are made that the law as it stands imperils

n the rois 5 : 5 %

“honest business” and that some means to pull

its teeth must be devised if the “good” trusts are to be safe from

persecution. Yet there is a natural shrinking on the part of states-

men from advertisement as the official taoth puller who converted the
Sherman law into-a trained performer with its fangs drawn.

The Call correspondent at Washington writes:

That the present is an unpropitious time to send. such.a message to,
congress and that, no matter how cautious the president might be in the”
wording of his recommcndat:on, political issue will certainly be made of
it is the opinion of the republican leaders. These do not all agree that
the supreme court will sustain the decision without mitig§ting the force
of that interpretation of the Sherman law. They point to the fact that
the supreme court sustained the fight of congress to enact the legislation
contained in the commodities clause of the Hepburn law, but that it did
so in a manner such as to make it virtually noneffective.

It is suggested as not impossible that a decision “with the edge

~dulled” in like manner might be handed down in.the Standard oil case.

The situation approaches comedy. Congress and the cabinet
would be greatly pleased to “pass the buck” to the suprenie court ‘in
the hope of a decision that would virtually repeal thé law. That,
indeed, would be a happy political solution of a question that bothers
a long line of statesmen unwlllmg to stand up and be counted on the]
eve of a general election.

This shabby dodging, this backing and ﬁﬂmg, is the petty
opportunism of- politics, letting “I would” wait upon “I dare not.”
They want to do §omethuag to ease up on the trusts ‘but they
dare not.

1f the Sherman law is out of datc let it be regealed frankly and
‘without dlsgu:se None of the amendments that have been pro-
posed means anyt

shell, useful only for e:dpbition purposes to fool the peeple. It wolild

be more honest‘to}rw the w out of hand.

R

,‘

hing else. " They would leave the statute an empty |
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ESOLUTIOI\S are in order along
railroad row. Evarv railroadman
has written out a set of mew year
resolutxon< 5

S WL (‘olb\' of th«° Erie ha: resolved
xetram from: poeu-y du/ung 19710.

('drleton Lmne has TEsolv ed to tell no
funns sl-)rmq
'_q o Booth has roml\‘ﬂd to do(hne all
c:a.stmdstor positiona for the vear.
John lngol< has resolved to go to his
home edrher each eumng
. “Lew"” Stanton has'decided to grow a |
mu&tarhe and \Ia\ Podlech has resolved
to keep a“ ay t‘rom banquc-ts for- one
year.

E. Biack' R}an suld he would
make nevs' \eaT resoluumm

o ¢ made Hew: ‘yFear resolutxons many
years ago.’_‘ “he said: Al proved !uule.
S RS R

In a complamt ﬁled December 20 with_
the interstate commerce commission:the
freight rates on eftrus fruits from Pa-
cific coast points to :other parts of the
United States are declared to - be ex-
cessive, e\tottionate and’ unduls dis-
criminatory.

The complaint requesta the commis-
sian,. first, to reduce ‘the rates charged
hy the Interstate car’riersron all citrus
fruits except lélxlorls-; and, secondly, to
issue an order declaring that the pres-
ent rates on léemons shipped from Cali-
fornia, Nevada and Utan to -other parts
of the country are reasonab]e

:} Goss'p of lewaymeu

not

The complaint was filed by the Ar-|

lington Heights [{ruit exchange of Cali-

fornfa and about 100 other producers |

and growers: of citrus. fru{ts. against
the Southern Pa.clﬁc company ‘and 495

‘other-carriers.:

In respect to the number of carriers

‘|made defendants in the proceedings, the |

complaint is the largest ever presented
to the interstats commerce commission.
It .includes all of-  the ‘important rail-
road systems and lines in the United
States and approximately five-sixths of
the entire interstate mxleage of rail-

ways.
-

Officials of the Grand Trunk Pacific
railway of Canada, including Captain C.
H. Nicholson, manager of the steamship
lines with headquarters at Vancouver,
B. C.; J. E. Dalrymple, assistant freight
traffic manager; W. P. Hinton, general
passenger agent; F. C. Salter, European
traffic manager of London, Eng.; G. T.
Bell, assistant passenger traffic man-
ager, and W. E. Dobbs, secretary, ar-
rived in San Francisco yesterday morn-
ing from Los Angeles.

" It is understood that the object of

- -

‘their visit is to lnvestlsate traffic con-

ditions in connecfion with new steam-
ships which have aiready been arranged
for and will be put into commission
early next summer between Seattle,
Victoria, Vancouver and Prince Rupert,.
B. C. These new vessels are being
built at Newcastle-on-Tyne and will be
high-class in every respect.

The Grand Trunk’s new tranacontl-
nental from the Atlantic to the Pacific
will bhe ‘completed, “according to the
contract between th&-Canadlan govern-
ment and the railway company,.by the
end of 1911. Prince Rupert will be the
terminus of this'system, and the action
of the Grand Trunk in- providing steam-

{ship service between the coast eities

and Prince Rupert at this early date
is-to give the necessary ‘transportation
facilities for the rapidly growing neods

“| of Prince Rupert.

_The party is aécolﬂ’anied by the
wad's Pacific coast representatives, Col-

onel-'W. H. Bullen, Los Angeles, and L. :.,.

V. Bruce ‘of Seattle, and is traveling in
the Grand Trunk official car ‘“Muskoka.’"
The officials will remain in San Fn.n-
cuco until Juutry.l
., Ll

‘A map of the Erh mﬂmd. showin
the route frédm Chicago to New Yor:
through Buffale Albany and Bosto
with miniature electric lights anoﬂu
to what ‘Mm sl

local Brie office. It is a novelty in rail-
road alxn- and tho ﬂrst*oa g:’e P:ei"n’c
coast. Wi

E. w. Gﬂlﬂl has med !m
manager of the Las Vegas -

At Big Hofels

HE new year willibe greeted in
Troyll manner by society and every
* one is on the tip toe of e..\pectalwﬂ
for the various dances which will con-
stitute a part of the revelry and greet-
ing of the new season. There will be a

several hundred guests, and at the Pal-
ace and St. Francis the reservations for
the evening pkomise a joyous reunion,
without the dancing, however.

The largest private dance to be given
in celebration of New Year's eve is the
bal costume at the home of Mrs. Henry
Williams in Octavia street and about
100 young guests will participate. The
Neighbors' club will give a dance that
evening that will attract the members
of the club, and the other parties for
the evening are of smailer proportions,
but will be none the less enjoyable.

The holiday dance at the Officers’ club
was held last evening instead of New
Year's eve, and was a thoroughly de-
lightful affair. There were guests from
town as well as the officers from the
posts around the bay, and the cheer of
the season helped to make the dance

memorable.
- -

Mr. "and Mrs. Bugene de Sabla, with |
their daughters, the Misses Vera and

Barbara for the first month of the new
year, and they may extend their visit in
the southern city. Miss de Sabla
one of the most popular debutantes of

is

{this season and has had- & constant

round of entertainment since her for-
mal debut several weeks ago.
be missed durlng her stsx in the south.

Miss Mo{he Merle will entortaln next
bun'la_yvafternoon at an informal re-
ception’ ‘given in compliment ‘to Miss
Kitty Oliver, who has lately returned
from Europe, where she has been trav-
eling for several months. The hour an-
nounced for the tea is 4 o'clock and
about 100 friends have received cards.

- *

P

The latest news from Honolulu con-
tains some interesting gossip about
army :people who are entertaining at
various delightful affairs.

by Mrs. James Robert Pourie, the wife
of - Captain - Pourie, who is at Fort
Ruger. - There. has been a jolly
party at the home of the hostess with
Rear. Admiral and Mrs. Whiting as the
honored guests,

Another party that merits mention as
a pleasant reunion was given for Miss
lMarm Whiting and 30 of her young
frung_]s. There were several older guests
at -the frolic and among those whose
nameés are familiar to friends here were
Miss Magoon: Mrs. Dunning, wife of
M.qor Dunning, who is at Fort Shafter;
Mrs. Pardee, wife of Lieutenant Pardee,
also. at. Fort Shafter; Miss Cree, the

| Misses. Hough ‘of-Stockton, Miss Lydia |

MeStocker and Miss Julie McStocker.

Mrs. Potrie will entertain at a tea to
‘be, given‘ Monday, January 10, at Fort
Ruger that will be probably in the na-
‘ture of a farewell to her army friends
there, for Mrs. Pourie expects to coms
‘here soon for-a visit.

. @ - L -

Mrs. James McMahon will leave in a
few days- for Washington, where she
will Temain for an indefinite stay. as

the “guest: of her sister, Mrs. N. F.
Hildébrand of :-that city. Mrs. Hilde-
brand - has: ‘been a visitor at the Mec-

niece, Miss Maldie McMahon, and An-

toine Borel JT.s wnlch took place yes-
terday. 3
.» - -

'Dr.. H’arry Weill expects to leave
-early in the new year fot the east and
more traveling abroad.

- * -

_Fran’k- --Goad was. traveling in
Switzerland. at last ‘accounts and has
been visiting all the picturesque towns
in that -country, but after wandering
about for the remainder of this month
and perhaps next he will go to Paris,

land, who leaves after the holidays for
a tour of Europe
- -

Mr and Mrs Thomas Eastland have
returned after a pleasant sojourn in
the southern part of the state and
were at the St. Francis ‘yesterday at
luncheon with half a dozen friénds.

- L -

Mrs. J. Nevitt Steele, who arrived a
few days age from New York has been
one of the attractive figures at social
affairs of the last week. Mr. and Mrs.
Steele entertained at an infermal
luncheon given yesterday at the St.
Francis. The eastern visitors will re-
main for an indefinite visit and will be
entertained in town and in Burlingame,
where ey hz:ve many friends. .

‘ - -

The death of Miss Genevieve Mee
has caused the deepest regret for the
untimely passing of the charming girl
and the sympathy of many friends has
been extended to her brother, John
Hubert, and her sister, Miss Margaret
Mee. The heospitable home in San
Rafael has been the center of many
delightful affairs and the guests who
frequented the house will miss the
presence of the former hestess. The
bereavement in the holiday season has

caused much grief among the friends
of the famﬂy.

. Mlss ‘Mary’ G:unble Is visifing here
from Santa Bdrbara. and has been the
recipient of séveral informal affairs of
welcome since her arrival for the holi-
day visit.

Answers to Queries

1AGE uc:usni:. E. 3. Aptos.

does the woman
,M-"":g man? What questions
the "maxn
The woman -does not have to ‘accom-
pany the man. He is asked the ages
of the parties-and such questions as
will /satisfy ‘the clerk that there is no
rmn why the license ihonlj not is-

NA

SR e :
THECUD—G. MeM., Albion. Ts the
the sbcond® of_the or. hay that the
s day it enters: the

The eud l:}ho food whlch a ruminat-
ing arimal, as the cow-" or the sh
throws
néhtw at m;un.

subscription dance at the Fairmont for |

Leontine de Sabla, have gone to Santa |

She will !

One of the |
most recent parties of note was given |

house |

Mahoh home. for. the ‘last month and!

| canie"here for the wedding of heri

Europe and will pass six months or

where he will be met by Joseph East-

u&n its am stomach to |
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WEATHER CONDITIONS
YESTERDAY—Clear; northeast wind; maxi-
mum temperature 38, minimum 46.
FORECAST FOR TUDA\—!‘.I:. Hght east
wind. l’l‘. 15

EDITORIAL
Put a stop- to buliying by the United Rail
roads. Page &
History of a San Francisco campaign. Page 8
Mr: Taft a novice at the game. Page &
Law making with an eye on the polls. P.e
CITY

State teachers' association elects Dr. A F.
lLaBge as president. Boards -of education
branded as idiots. Page 4

Fritz Kreisler praises work of Mre, Geraldine

0'Connell as violinist, Page 18
Thieves loot dry goods store in Broad
way. Page 2

Saloons need not close for bond election, sars
city attormey. Page 16
| Magyor Taylor says that San Francisco is
| purged of graft. Page 3
Necessary repairs delay further test of Hudson
O’Brien aeroplane. Pags 4
Pretty wedding of Antoine Borel Jr. and Miss
Maidie McMahon. Page 3
Ways and means committee of Pavama-Pacific
international expesition organized. Page 1
Nelson family, unable to mix matrimony sod
commerce, decide on divoree. Page 7
City Attorney Joseph Hawkins of San Rafael
on trial for contempt of court. Page 4
United Railroads fails to agfee with supervi
sors on Devisadero street franchise, Page 7
Protest made against present site of Wash

ington Irviag primary schoel. Page 7
Wife of Dr. Walter Lampe is declared of
sound mind. : Page 7

United States subtreasury joins clearing house

sssociation of local banks, Page 16
Commercial travelers® congress elects officer<
at closing session. A Page 16

SUBURBAN

Improved Berkeley sireetcar service does nof

| please commuters. Page ~
i Record breaking number -of “divorces .are
| granted by Oakland courts. Page 9

Oakland will give the advent of the New Year
a royal reeeption. Page 9

Engine and two cars on Alamedalocal derailed

by low- firebox. Page 9

George W. MeNear, known -as  “California
grain king,'’ passes away. Page
! Park commissioner favdrs placiog fire alarm
!bniming in Lincoin square. Page 9

{ Society blamed by probatipm officer- for immor

allity of individuals. Page S
Crowded Oakland schools will reqnire man;
changes. Page »

Berkeley police seeking bandsowe woman in
brown tailor made suit. Page N
University orchestra fo give symphony concert

[ as part of pest semester’s program. Page S
Southern PJI ific begins Muilding of vew line
through Berkeley residence distriet. Page S
Greek - suspeetéd of aw . - attempt at  ar
SO, Page S
Eastern " Iawyer twins -hand - of  Oakland
belle. Page S

Handsome wmodern hospital to be erected by
Contra Costa county. Page 9
CNAST

Husband shoots glr! wife to death in streets of
Charlestown, Page 2

Chinese taken from Puliman berths and held

:

»

for deportation. Page 2
| EASTERN
Man kills g. ' and self in hotel dining reom at

Pern, Ind. Page 2
Claim tbat “Dixie,” is most popylar song is
cause of controversy. z Page 2
Plague leads to war on squirrels in California
by federal officials. Page 2
Gordon will not be sworn in by United States
senate. Page 1
Railroads seored for delay in repayment of
overcharges on freight shipments. Page 3
Sir Horace Plunkett of Dublin praises work of
Pinchot. Page 3
Cruisers test new wireless apparatus intended
to transmit messages 3,000 miles. Page 2
SPORTS

National league names 'spcclll committee to

revise rules. Page 11
California Rughy team is beaten by Vanceouver
players. Page 10

Athletic Researcli society meets to discuss ad-

ministrative problems. Page 10
{ Details are arranged for carmival of sport in
i Vallejo. Page 10
Chevington elected president of  Amerfcan
baseball association. Page 11
Owner is absent when jockey wins three
races. Page 10
Alaskans wage war on the savage browan

bears despite game laws. Page 10

Yaeht clubs hold annual banquets and toast
new and old officers. Page 11
Barney Oldfield breaks record for mile on a

half mile track. Page 11
Jockey Kederis rides three winners at the
Emeryville track. Page 10

Century athletic club ready for New Year's
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WILL CLIMB MOUNT
McKINLEY WITH BALLOON

Tennessee Aeronaut Evolves
Peculiar Ascension ldea

NEW YORK, Deg. 29.—With the aid
of a large balloon, minus a basket and
designed to assist him in climbing.
Colonel H. P. Shirley of Nashville,
Tenn., an experienced aeronaut, is plan-
ning to scale Mount McKinley.

DIVER SEEKS IN VAIN
FOR DEAD MARINERS

BOSTON Dec. 29.—Six fathoms and
more beneath the water on Broad seund
channel a professional diver today
sought in vain for many hours for the
bodies of Captain Leroy K. McKown
and 11 men of the crew of the five
masted schooner Davis Palmer, sunk in

In | Sunday’s disastrous storm,

GIRL KILLS HERSELF BY
JUMPING FROM TRAIN

A
MALVERN, Ia., Dec. 29.—Suicide was
the verdict of the coroner's jury afte
an investigation into the death of Miss
Cecil Dodge,
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