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THE RACE for the

WILLIAM S T ROPHY
ARTHUR MORGAN LANGWORTHY

FIH.ST
let me explain what, the

Williams trophy is, and also how
the PralrievUle Aero club came lo
be formed. When the balloon flights

were hold here by ,the aero club of :i
largo western city it suggested the
idea to Frank Williams of. holding

similar ones in Prairievllle. This?
would also be a' good excuse to execute
a plan that had boon In Frank's head
for some tlmo—the founding, of 'tlie.'
Prairlevllle Aero club. Itconsisted of
10 members besides himself, he appro-
priately being elected- president ami
also holdlnß the office of chief aerial,
constructor. .For the Aero club would
have" had no. excuse for existence had
itnot been for extensive avia-
tion factory housed In the workshop,
which he called his"balloon shed," but
which in reality was the former "cow-

shed.. '\u25a0 \u25a0: _.
''

l:
-

\u25a0•\u25a0..• • _-'
'

\u25a0. \u25a0'. .•\u25a0'
'

Frankhad no trouble In founding the \"j Aero club, especially; when" he showed
them, the Williams,, trophy. . Frank-.un-
earthed the. WlllLams. trophy one! after'-* :

r. noon while,.rummaging*. through th?
attic. Jt f was 'a-; battered \old" cup, but

'

genuine. sllver^and Frank, after. much
/pleading, wheedled his mother into let-. ting.him ;have \u0084it.

-
Then jheIwent ' to

.Bob;Edwards, the ;village jeweler's son ;
r and jjapprentice, .. and ;got. him:, to hanirmer it back into shape and clean it up.

Bobimadesuch.a- good job that. the cup \u25a0;. looked like new^and presented a <-very
.imposing appearance ;when, put on-ex- •
hibition/at the first meeting of , the
Aero club, held In;the balloon, shed *;

.:, "As the donor of, the trophy:Is am not
eligible; to compete,"^explained-.Frank;

kwho:then;.s6lemnly,t promised -that ',the.., small entrance fees to.be charged .would \u25a0\u25a0 >

|go toward. the. engravjner .\u25a0 of -the cup
wjth tho winner's ;nume. >;In conaldera-

\u25a0.--; tlon' of the price; for'.;.which-..het.'
contracted, the' engTaving-VHUd* the J.'re-;
;storing" Jbfi the cup Frank let Bob -Ed- :

wards •compete- free"1 of-all 'expense. So :
Bob's balloon'dldn't^costihirna cent, al-"v.. though each; of the other: contestants
had to pay a sliglit sum fojr the mate-;rials";necessa.O' to make their*fliers.; • ,

. t'Tlie fliers' were;not Jcostly, being ,'of
thej.o'rdinary'tlasue; paper hot air kind. ;, Frankiwantedt.to 'introduce;, the 'Aero'

.\u25a0';. club.to aviation by^'easyj stages, so he
made ;tl'V'first^step .very "elementary—^*

. dealing only with the. "lighter than: air"
• class first."•' The

""
"heavier, than air,";or „

r aeroplane .variety;; would ;be itake.n« upin
'\u25a0 due time,, as. he.learnedly.,remarked at
.the' conclusion 'of His jectiirejto the club"

oh the" art of.balloon*-'construct ion."\u25a0\u25a0' \u25a0" /
\u25a0

, v>TheJ balloon , shed "'and-l '-'aerodrome"
were" scenes of

'great \u25a0;•; act! vltjr..;in•- the. *
'

.week following.; Th« 'cows, were driven •

up', to the farther -end ?of ,the snow 'cov- .-
Hered

'
"aei'odrome,"

-
whlch;'*those; • who*

• haye ;follow
A
ed Frank'.s. '\u25a0; airship:»dven-

*, turea wiil*recogtii«e as the'^cow pasture,
arid orivSaturday \u25a0 morning* the Prairie-.

;vllle;Aero club was ready- for Its first
balloon

•flight.; '\u25a0»,'\u25a0'<\u25a0.;;»• V.:i'.^: \u25a0-\u25a0

:\u25a0 :.The* Williams -farm, being- on. a high
bluff, i;in ;the midst of a flati.rolling
cduntry.'.'about aVmile ;out 'of. Prairie-!
ville,made.it easy to keep track-of the
racers.* 'And- this' taak»,w^as»madeimuch'easier, by,' the factr.that; the ; wind

'
had

,'dled. out altoseth*r-^-a —great' •diaap-
polntment to Frank, vwhovwouid ;have
•postponed the, race Tonr.thut account if :
Ithad not.been .Saturday.*,;

'
-.".-? :,'•; \u25a0;, *

' rrs The:;10 balloons floated, lazily'in tho
still;alr »at;;various .;heigh ts, .but all
bunched' together. Suddenly there was
a shout:.V -i . -.-;.'\u25a0 ..-•'.-.-\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0;'
;v.'-The Dragon Fly's on ifire!", A puff/
•of flanie shot fropi.her. BWe^sihe, burned
rapidly and 'down, tumbled her, smoking;;

. remalns-r-alsp.; the vfopd.th6p.es lof.her
owner, Percy }Broctbn." Th« rGold. J3a rt j
met^th,* .same,. fate, '.but. theiother con-
testants drifted about' .until "their hot. air j.b«ffan'vto';erive '.out,'- when

*
;.they ;

slowly .settled earthward; while, Frank
bemoaned t\w hard luck of having
struck a^windleaa; day, remarking dis-
gustedly that "it was the tamest .prop?
oaitionhp'd ever "promoted."
If he had only looked a few hours

ahead, .perhaps he would have taken
back his remark. . . ,
.-.SUU, the winner had to" be 'declared,
so Frank continued with his aerial pro-
gram.-. Itwas* unnecessary to measure.
the dlst'ahce "'flown by J the', Zip, Greei)
Bug,.lligH*"Up and yictor, as they were'
hopelessly close "to .the starting point.
But the nuked (-ye t'ould not detect any
difference .between*, the Red "Flier/ tha
Snail arid 'tlio -.Swallow. , ,:
• Frank now? adjusted jjls father's old
telescope' upon a 'stand* made of ,a cleft
stick,-which he setu p on the startlnis
point in* the aerodrome. He sighted the
Red. Flier and carefully noted the ob-
jects that* intersected the line of sight. .
Frank then ordered out the "measuring

.squad,'.'; which cariie pranclng/up drug- •

tJihg. "his double riin'rier bobsled.. A
rough wooden reel was mounted on the
back of tlie sled. Exactljr 1,000 feet of
heavy, kite, cords was wound. around
th'e.'tspool,' with v knot to denote every
100 feet, This was to bethe measuring
line, and the loose end \<»s tied to v

stake firmly,driven in 'the-ground at
the 'starting point."Frank put.Greggy

IGordon in charge, of the "\reel and -then' placed 'himself ;at ;the "steering gear,
and 'away: they went, pointing straight j

•for7 the: Red Flier. The: line was paid
out behind the sled ""and the Red 'Filer

=\u25a0', was • found ;.to jhave \ flown., or .rather ,
.drifted ,:B l7.feet, jn sp|tie of,th«jfJack of

."wind. -iThe^wailow^waiTthen measured
Iand -showed a~ distance- of- 88T -feet,"
ileaving' the Siiail still>to be reckoned
•\u25a0up.' ;';'; ."v.;:; \;, .r> • '\u25a0'.-'\u25a0 •.''

—
'.'•' "But here' Frank -faced* a*

(
very different;

problem, as he quickly^folund out. .The
ISnail ihad fallen .-ori*one,, of .\u25a0 told-,Ji>hn ;-

Turher's greenhouses.". He*owned: the
. farm the .Williams property,'

and had.'the reputation of:being, about ,
fthe^meanest/amVcrijelest rna^i in,.Pral %<

rie,< county.' 'He'^vasf well :to do," but
.lived: alone,, like a mhjer, with only a

hired? m'an.-;.'*Si"',GreQ!K . -.One of the-Vle-
|lights of- the '..•bad.';' bdy3,.and^sonii*] >of
.-'Frank'stfrlends,' Iam 'sorry, -tb^say^ was;
.:to smash' the \u25a0 greenhouse _,glasses !with
V:,their :sling ;•shots.- , So it[ is^.not.to Cbe
.wondered ;at ;that ,they weje nbt,p"opu-.-
lar withMohri^Turner.; ; \u0084- '. /* • -The 'measuring

-
squad reached.the»

Turner, place, and came to a dead halt
at 4tlie -fence alongside the- road; in.
frotit of the. greenhouse. \u25a0-'

-
\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•.' \u25a0\u25a0', *

jTurner's two 'big mastiffs, attracted
by the arrival of thejmeasurers,!bound-
ed out Into the narrowjyard, where they

.served notice -there-icould (be no t'tres-
;passing by their.loudtbarkihjjr and fr^in-"
fvilc.'.efforts to *geC lit Frank's i";party.'
.Frank then tried to^flud out Iflany one

was* home, .but 'the^farm was deserted,
, except for. the; watchdogs, And-'now,.

how wasihe going;to get his measure-
ments? J Guesswork would never do to.
settle sucjiau Important question as'the.
winning of'the*williams' troph'y. /Sor»ei one flugffeste^d tylngr; the .\u25a0 cord

§ end' around a"rock \u25a0 and shoptlng:thej measuring line:acrcoss the' yard onto
the. balloon with" 'a sling \u25a0shooter, \u25a0 but

v Frank" sa'ld he didn't 'want to' run: the
risk.of breaking the greenhouse glasses.
'The -Aero club 'wasn't

*
lookingI

'
for

•trouble, i ,'.•\u25a0•.•,?•\u25a0 jf 'V';*.y.*£-.;i£; .'
Then Frank got an jldea:- \u0084 'i

;
j

•.'."Boys, (we'll.get the Peacema ker to
help us' out!" he exclaimed, and" while
Bill went to fetch "her he ;told:them
what ho Intended. to do.-

Perhaps you've read about the two
. trial trips of th*e Peacemaker when she
flew with sunlr great success at ,the
academy. She was, a fine.model of. the
Wright. aeroplane over throe. feet wide'
by two long, and her "rudder drum"
motors had tlown her over 100 feet.
Frank's previous experience in the boys'
aerial war' had^much* to dp with his

.pluns how. . IMte could beat tlve enemy
at |hat,'tlme, when he'd .taken the kite
Revenge

'
by "a\ "flying cord," .he' cer-.

tainly should be able.to take' this aim.
pie '\u25a0 mieafluremenU-- withJ a -/.'flylnff cord."•

Frank explained that Rafter., he flew
her 'across with the cord end'ahe would
slide oft the low . peaked roof tpthe

; smooth snow arid he would <pull'. her
;. back across the yard by means of tile

heavy cord. \/JS \ v.
"But* what about the dogs? They'll

tear her to bita!" objected' Greggy Gor>
don. :
;. "No, somebody'll pretend to cross the
yurd up. farther.) That'll draw 'eni long
enough for ine 1 to' do the trick," an-
swered' Frank confidently, as he went
on with liis pietKU;itroiin. ..........

While Bill had been gone for tho.
aeroplane Frank took occasion to fig'

iMUHf,•

ure the
*

correct measurement of the
distance from the starting point to the; greenhouse. fenc<\ and foundthe-length
to be "nearly equal to Swadlow's* dis-
tance. "Would .the Snail's length be
greater.if the missing. length across the
Iyard: was.; added?; The Peacemaker
.must find out. : . • ;•. \u25a0..;;':; \u0084 >•. \u0084\u25a0< ::

.-...,i''rank- used .the.; «a me..reel.of-lmeaa- ..\u25a0:
uring 'line ;\vlth her..: Tie. tied ,the line

\u25a0end^toMier' lower main \u25a0 plane 'and' un- \u0084"
reeled. enousrh. of itTso tliere would be

•'
no, hitches when the \ line paid 1 out.
Then he twisted the' propellora at the"'
ends of'the drums around and around'

.toward' each other until-^tlfe heavy_rub- '

bsr bands connecting the .drums /were
-

:taut /as' could be. He carefully ad-
justed-, the forward "lifting- planes" at.just,. the* angle.; fie -thought . would land •

•the airship on the; board, sloping roof.
,"Jim Spencer /iVow;went,, up to the % end |
of \ the |yard- and- pretended to SoJlnib n. oy«r the iui'ce. \u25a0/ Thi;'drew off the^ dog«>, £g

\u25a0 Jiisit as "Frank -piannod. '• '
\u25a0;

• .'. '.) '..'.\u25a0.!<V rank |leaned oveiv tlie fence, holding
the ..Pea'eema ker. path ted in the croper
direction, then he' released" the .propel- .
lers and' the 'airship/ flew -out .ofThis
hards'- into • thvi air,;"while .'the: boys

"cheered. ::-"('[' \u25a0".• • '-\u25a0;\u25a0' '. '-'.'•\u25a0\u25a0
"

lV t \u25a0 *'.;. .";.
'

• ,:It:w'afi a splendid iiight! The. airship
acoom'pllai.i'ed the distance with;the

'
greatest .Vcase, landings gently on its
3leiehlike skids, Swith its trailing atringf 1

. ll«te;a graceful b'rd' upon the, wide .roof
'-

nol: far. from the balloon.
"'

But -barely*,-had-'it; 1U /wli'en,Frank, -realized < the *;'
fatal .'error -In"Ms calculations; J ;The

"Peacentakor's fliglit wais; not-straferht,
'having Icarried :jher.;over SsomeJ rose «

bushes ,that grew, in the yard irifflit'
.under; the -eaves ,of the greenhouse. roof.; '-:. :•>"'\u25a0.

"
:'\u25a0 '\u25a0

\u25a0 :', '\u25a0, ;'\u25a0'. \::\ \u25a0; :'\u25a0
'-^The Peacemaker- landing squarely on"
the '.runners of .her landing skids,

.stopped and" then slowly began, to slide '.-*
down the sljppery/roof. '* ; ,rfJ.
.'The cheering stopped suddenly as th»,

res^ saw the new, 'danger. .The airship '

-felloff the'roof rinto 'rose bushes,-'

which. saved 'her from -the •dogs,; but
she- was hopelessly

•
arid immovably

stuck in the bushes. . . \u25a0..;«; «\ :
\u25a0This ,time' Frank was stumped. He

and the other boys racked their brains ,
*for,isoine way to get ;back the-aero-

" plane {and recover the measuring' line.;
Frank pulled the line taut as far above

'the. ground as he could and, tied it to
,th« fence ho as to g«t it above the
dogs, who" ran against it and. threat-
ened to break it any minute, and. the •

;dogs (were too savage to take chances
on making a dash. The decoy plan
might'not work.* Th«,y all had tried
in valti for- some one when v young

\u25a0 farmer who knew Frank drove by. Ho
stopped .his sleigh long enough to say:

''Prank, you'd better \u25a0 skip : if ;you
know what's good for^you. Old Turner,

t
ami 111.1 hired, \u25a0man h'av'e 'been, cutting
ice' down on .the. river, an', somebody
told hini»a"-lot of' boys were smashing

• hla greenhouse* ah* they werejhltchlnis
up double quick when Iwent by. So
you'd -better #ltr; .. \u25a0

-
\ s \• Frank's forces looked ver>\uneasy" at *,

thliinews, but the young master ot the
". aerial, ceremonies did .not propose | to

•ruu away and .abandon the Peacemaker. ,
He felt, lie could explain hid present
operations tmtisfactorily on old Tur-

ner's a/rjval,,Ffai|k told the boys to,
hold their ground and' he would fix if
up with Turner. Ten minutes later the
two men came in view around a curve

•-•lirthe- road.* As- he caught sight of the
•

boys in the road Turner lashed Itiu
galloping: horse into even faster speed,

yelling; nrul shaking his horsewhip at
tho hoys, while the hired man flour-

ished the long saw blade of the Ice
cutter. This was too much for the
Prairlevllle Aero* club. Some one cut
the measuring "line where it waa tied
to the fence, and they all bolted, drag-
ging bobsled and measuring reel after
them. Frank, who, after vainly try-
ing to rally his forces, summoned up
his nerve and^ waited

—
to give that ex-

planation 1
He might just a« well have explained

to*a cyclone: both men rushed on him
before he could speak two, words, and
he struggled vainly in Their grasp.
They; opened the gate and dragged him
into "the ,yard, while young Turner
"snarled: ;"' ' . • .-..'\u25a0-

"You young whelp, so you tried lo
smash the greenhouse, did you? Well,.
I've '"got you now, and— hey—what's
that!"- he exclaimed, as he suddenly
caught sight of the balloon and aero-
plane. -Frank tried .to tell'him, but he
only 'laughed savagely and commanded
the hired man to pull them down. , ,
\u25a0•; "But the dogs'll get them I"protested
Frank, almost tearfully, as Turner
started to untangle the aeroplane from
the ;rose hush! '"^ ,
1 :VHI, Nero!?; HI, Bruno! Sic -'em!
Thls'll teach' you young cubs to kei*r»
|off other ;people's \u25a0 property. ;; Tear 'am
up there!'-'. And, poor-Frank was com-
peUed to witness the utter destruction

.of-, his greatest aerial creation; 'th«
Peacemaker. The two mastiffs bit'an'd
clawed and tore it until it was only ,
:i broken mass of sticks and battered,
red cambric; rags.'; ' : *"'; -V \u25a0• • "
• Then, \ after .this \ cruel and ! totally
unnecessary actof meanness had taken
place old Turner ordered "Si"-Green to .-
t'llmb .up "and throw down the balloon;
to similar destruction,' while 'he- struck"
Frank every time he -tried 'to '\u25a0 break'
away, from him.

' ; , • ; "f* •

1
-

"Si" got a ladder, set. it up againVt
the side: of-the. greenhouse arid ascend-
ed to the top.. Then hetried to reach
the Snail, but it took along str'etclu

'
and he made; one more :effort, hiivlntT
climbed, to.the top of-the ladder; which

.projected ~above ». the
-

roof-ed ge.V~Vii>y
loaned, far '• over and. was just able to ;

*:tducliVthb papferiballooo*'wlie"n'l'th"e ia*d-
der rslipped.V;His weight at* the^top'wfis".
too much for its stability. 'He made a
franticeffort to rogainhis balance, but
couldn't,-and over he went.. »^ ,*-,•.';-.

-- -
•*-There was -a tremendous 'smash "of
breaking, glass,, and with one terrib!f>

'

i
y«jH tho hired man vanished through
the enormous hole he had made in.the

\u25a0 greenhouse, roof!>- - ' - . \u0084

• '.-\u25a0\u25a0<*>• •'•».'";*I*V •'...,'
But something was ,occurring: {below.

-too. i.Thft hired man's* disasteristartled
•\u25a0Turner, so that; he » involuntarily';, loos-
ened {his hold; on Frank." who* took.-rln-r
"stantj "advantage Jot his opportqnitjr. 1
manased

'
to:break 'away; from him r and'

Ishot "across- the;greenhouse: "y*ard ;but S
into ;the road, free! ; .His.latev 'captor i

.<was evidently' too {conee rned with .*\u25a0 the •
greenhouse' calamity .'to 'make "sin;

*
'at--'

|tempt at pursuit, fa'nd Frank .was 'soon,
joined iby the folder, members .of » the 1

'Aeroclub a little way up the; road 'and
.triumphant ly^escorted, back to the aero-

-
drome./ Here -lte recounted to his^aston- ,

\u25a0ished 'listeners .the^ Peaceriiaker's "awful
idoom . and ,the re.tributloh <thati hidFso'!
'swiftly overtaken 1the meanest \ man*in 0
"Prairie Theri,;Frank [ further
•;ast6nished them Jby' saying that ;-he
would positively announce :the: wfnner ',
inside/ of.threCmlnutes— and he, did!,

;Here is his'announoement: ;; 'r
"Snail' (length from starting point to,

fence, ?'B23' feet; and greenhouse yard, "•"
-32 feet); total,, 905 feet; Swallow, .'BBI,
feet;;Red

"
Flier, 817 feet. Snail [wins

and. Jim .'Spencer takes the Williams
trophy. .'\u25a0>. .':>';; *,/\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 : .'\u25a0,{>\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0' '4 :

\u25a0.-" "Say, but you're a thick lot," con-
"

'\u25a0 eluded Frank, impatiently, as 'lie' saw
tlie crowd's- incredulous* looks. v:"A 2year old child could' see' how Ijgot my
figures. -Of course Ididn't havo time to
measure the line that's up at old Tur-

*
, ner's> but it was part :'of .the- '\u25a0 reel,:• wasn't; it? .Now,, you saved the" reel,',

and"there was exactly 1,000 fee t oil the
reel before it,was cut.' Now wouldn't
the missing part back at Turner's be as
long as the difference between the part
on the reel and 1,000 feet? Of
it would, nesldes-that these figures al-low, over 20 fe«t extra-for all possible
errors, as Snail wins by 24 feet,"

f S
Then they "caught on." Allmisun-

derstandings were cleared away^jiui
thre§ cheers, were given "Jim" Spencer,
the. winner, and three more for Frank.
Thus ended the first balloon flight of
the* PralrievUle aero club. The flight
waa: tame, but its results were ex.
citing enough to satisfy eveh'^Frank,
who took the loss a/ his greatest alr-
Hhlp,philosophically, .tor by it only Us
had vbeen able to settle the' ownership
of .the Williams- trophy.

X Turner*! hired man escaped from his'
plunge through the '•> gree,nhoua« roof.with aN few small cuts and bruises, and
Turner had the nerve to Bend Frank'a
father a bill for damages. When Frank
explained what had happened hla father
thought the matter over, then asked
how much the aeroplane cost, which*
throws some light on what Turner re-. celved- by return .mall \u0084

-
It waa a bill for the exact amount

the Peacemuker coBt!• " * '

8


