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IMDEXOF THE
MEWS TODAY

*
HK arrival of the Pacific fleet yes-

j terday was the topi<: of discussion
\u25a0I Ujat"interested, society more than

any event for many week.*. The social

affair* consentient upon th«* arrival cf

the navy officers arc a promising ar-

ray. There will he an elaborate recep-

tion and dance at the Army and Navy

club this evening; for th»- visiting offi-
cer* and their friends and many more

functions' of an informal sort are- sched-

uled for the following days of their

The arrival of.Ensign Charles Con-

way Hartisran. the fiance of .Miss Mar-
jraret Thompson, was of special inter-
est to the young friends of the britl»-

elect. The popular otllcer'of the West
Virginia,was given a cordial recep-

tion. The wedding of Knslgn Hartijran

and Miss Thompson in all probabiltty

willtake place Immediately after Eas-
ter. » •

Another arrival on the West Virginia
yesterday* whose coming was of social
import was llidshipman Klrkwood

Donavin. the fiance of Dorothy Draper.

The young officer willbecome an ensisrn
in June of this year and it is probable

that the wedding willtake place in that
month or the one- preceding.

Rear Admiral Uriel Sebrt-e returned
yesterday with the Paclftc squadron ami
joined Mrs. who has been stay-

Ing at the Fairmont awaiting his ar-

rival in this city. Mrs. .Sebree i* one
of the most charming women in the
Service set and the possibility that s!"i«
will make her home in Furllnga-.n^
after the admiral is retired has been n

!matter for sre-at rejoicing among her
host of friend. .
'

Mrs. Eleanor Martin entertained la»t
jevening at an elaborate dinner party

} given at her home in Broadway as a
{ farewell compliment to James t». Phe-
lan, who is leaving shortly for the

enst. lie shared the honors of the oc-
casion with Mr. and Mrs. Peter Martin,

who have lately arrived from New York
and are guests at the Martin home.
The table decorations were of ferns.
Those present were: .
Jurfs*- xurt Mr*. Krxkine J. Ih>wih«j- Ilnrv«y

SI Rnss
-

XWurn MoJtl«» Hiielan
Mr. hb«l Mrs. Joseph D.'*.U. Mnn>Uj
tirant .--i-; I

Miss Dorothy Egbert entertained
several young friends at an Informal
dinner party given at the Palace pre-
ceding the last dance of the- Friday
Evening dancing club. The party of

buds was chaperoned by Mrs. Charle*
Egbert. The attractive young hostess,

who .will probably make her formal
bow to society next winter, willenter-

tain at a series" of house parties thi*
summer given at her home across th*

Miss Dorothy Boericke was host-
ess at a" delightful luncheon given yes-
terday at the Town and Country cluV»
for less than ;a doaen of her young
friends. The complimented guests at

the party were Miss Lillian Whitney

and Miss Mildred_Whitney. the latter
being the fiancee of Ernest Goodrich
Stillman of New Tork. The attractlv«
young bride elect has been the recip-

ient of several of the late social af-
fairs and none tnor,e interesting than
the reunion yesterday. The table dec-
orations were in the spring color.
Jonquils were the favorite flower in.
the pretty scheme of adornment. The

favors were artistic valentines with
the yellow tone dominant in the de-
sign. Miss Boerifke will entertain
again this afternoon at a luncheon with
Miss Agnes Tillmann, the popular debu-
tante, as the complimented guest. The
luncheon willbe again at the Town an.l
Country club.' There will be 10 or It
guests at the second luncheon in the
series being given at the club by this
young hostess.-• - •

Miss Jane Hotaling will entertain at
one of the luncheons of the month to

be given Wednesday, February 23. at
her home in Franklin street, which
will be enjoyed by a number of the
younger girls.

Mrs. E. B. Pratt will entertain at a
bridge party to be given Thursday aft-
ernoon. February 24. on board the Pen-
sacola. The early hours of the after-
noon at bridge will be followed by a.
tea for the army and navy matrons,

who willbe entertained at this affair.• * • ~-.;.

C. Osgood Hooker is in New York,

but will remain only for a brief stay.

as he intends to sail for Europe and

will go directly to Switzerland, where

he will join his wife, who has been
traveling abroad for several months.*-*••

\u25a0
• .

Eleanor Martin was hostess at
an Informal luncheon given yesterday

at the St. Francis in compliment to
Mr.and Mrs. Peter Martin.. * •. > l

•
i.-t

Mrs. Walter Scott Franklin was host-
ess at an informal tea given yesterday
afternoon at the Palace for several
friends, while at another table Mrs.
William Cluff and her- daughter. Miss
Florence Cluff. entertained half a dozen
guests over the teacup*.

The younger girls, who are enjoying
an occasional afternoon at bridge de-
spite the Lenten restrictions, are look-
ing forward with pleasant expectation
to the informal card party Miss Helen
ISutton will give some afternoon next'
week at her home in Berkeley. Half

;a dozen of the debutantes and their
young friends are going across the bay
either for cards or tea afterward at
the home of the "hostess.

Many; Affairs Planned For
Social Courtesies To

.' Naval Officers

Editor Call: In the issue of The

Call of Saturday was an article quot-
ing liberally,from a paper read by

William C. Ralston, assistant treas-
urer of the United States, in which he
opposes the central bank idea. \u25a0'. His
principal fear seems to 'be \u25a0 that: the

bank may fall into the hands of a
few leading financiers, or of politicians,

who win* through its influence, use
the currency control for their own in-

terests. This would undoubtedly be the
case. But why do Mr.Ralston and the.
thousand and one- others who write
on finance -as it is ..refuse to observe
the philosophical facts underlying the^
currency question?

The currency of this country today

is in control of the bankers* associa-
tion, dominated by the National City

bank of New York, as much as it would
be under, any scheme of a central bank

made possible by any new legislation.

But why should the banking interests
and the currency ba discussed as so
interdependent? There is no just nor
logical necessity of an alliance of in-

terest. There :' is no warrant in, the

national constitution for the -banks to

dabble 1in our currency questions; nor
is their warrant for the jrovernment

to interfere with banking- interests.
The issuing of currency is a national

function and its 'quantitative direction
should be in the control of the de-
mands of commerce, and not in the
hands of private bankers who ma-
nipulate 'it for their special profit;nor
of politicians, who manage it for party
interests.

It should answer • the demands -of
commerce and industry, expanding with
the crop movements and Industrial en-
terprise, and contracting at times when
these demands are satisfied.

Banking is a private function, and
should be subject to state laws, and
properly has nothing to do with cur-
rency.

..What we need is a currency system

free from* private control. There are
but three 'currency systems known to
political science. Two of them, have
been tried and found to be inadequate

to our needs. /Let us try the third.
P. W. KAVENSCKOFT.-

Petaluma. Feb. I*.1910.

IBANKS BLAMED
FOR MONEYEVILS) ,

Currency System Should Be
Divorced From Control

Of Financiers
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SENATOR FLINT'S few but not very well- chosen remarks
on the direct primary and its consequences appear to have
come home to roost in a fashion that he scarcely expected.

! The senator says he 'can not afford to run
for office because ho» would require an expen-
sive personal organization to support his
candidacy.

This is a confession of failure. It means
that Senator Flint realize^ that in the sense of his constituents
he .has not made good. A' senator who had the approval of the
people of California would be put to merely nominal expense for
re-election. There would not be any question about it and the
competition for his place would be negligible. The Chicago Tribune
ha<r these comments on the affair: . '\u0084....

/The senator slanders the direct primary. Its object is to make if .
unnecessary for a man in his position to maintain" an elaborate and
expensive statewide organization. It gives the party voters an oppor-
tunity to decide at their primaries whether the record which their
representative has" made is such as to entitle him to a_vote of confidence.
A man whose valuable senatorial activities have familiarized the nation
with his name does not have, to start a pie counter in every district in
his state to friends and votes. Me does not need a-machine and the
patronage that keeps it running. It is easy to see why. a man with a
poor record should dread the direct primary.

The senator declares that he would have to buy his way to
tine senatorship, not. of course, by bribery, but by financing an
expensive campaign. That conception of a direct primary cam--
paign is not confined to Senator Flint', and has found its way into
applied politics in other states. But the conception is altogether
vicious and its embodiment in action should be made a criminal
offense by the imposition of strict • limitations on the expenses
of candidates.

The right man will have no difficulty in making his way tc>
tlie senate. Senator Flint confesses that he is not the right man
because he can not be elected without spending a lot of money.
No one has questioned Mr. Flint's ability or his personal popularity
as distinguished;- from his political availability. He himself ques-
tions his availability. Playing "^'e to

°"
for Aldrich makes hard

Try to Hide Crime by -KiUing
Their Victim

UAGERSTOWN, M<J.. I>b. 1 1.~
Robb*d and beaten by three masked
inon, his hoaJ thrust into * blaxins
furnace from which it was withdrawn••niy- because, tlii door wa? not larsre
•MT'ueh to admit his shoulders, and
then pla«-<vi.on a flywhrM. is the treot-
nK-sit-frftm wliidi John Xeibcrt is ,Iji ;«

frcrious ro\idltlon »<»night.

ROBBERS THRUST MAN'S
HEAD INTO FURNACE

THE metamorphosis of the inoffensive cow when- produced
in more or less disguise on the tables of the gilded "cafe was
described with much feeling by Senator- McCumber of North

\u25a0 iDakota. The senator cherishes a neighborly
sympathy for the beef of his home pastures
and contends that the steer of commerce is
a blameless animal on whom the stigma of

j_ i exorbitant prices for meat Uas been unjustly
fixed. Flourishing in his hand the bill of fare of the senate restau-
rant McCumber took the floor and declared himself. average
beef animal on a Dakota ranch. "-'.he said, "brings S/0. but according
to prices here it is sold- to the consumers who cat here for the
enormous sum of $2,500, enough to .buy half a farni. -The fact
that the farmer gets but $70 shows that hc;does not get the moiiey-y

• Therefore 'the senator argued that we must not take the tarifffoff
imported food products. McCumber is a standing 1 joke in Wash-
ington because of his belief that the duties on staple* food products
like beef and wheat are operative. Everybody but McGumber
knows that these duties arc' merely introduced^in the tariff } to
humbug the- farmer with the idea that he is getting protection.
But. that idea is. pretty well exploded, and even Senator. Lodge the
other day refused any, longer to be a party to the fraud. "Taking
the duty off beef." he said, "docs not .affect the'price. We do "not
import beef." He added: "Iam not going" to attempt to humbug
the
'

American people by trying to make them think that while' we
export taking the "tariff-oft would reduce the price." Hut wVc
humbug still persists in the law. It is harmless except as a form
oi scll-dcception. ,\u25a0 \u25a0 ,\u25a0\u25a0- >_

A X angry fight is in ])rogrcss over the merger of' the big
ZA copper mines —the

'
Nevada Consolidated and the Utah.

*\u25a0 Samuel Untcrmeycr. a New York lawyer, was paid a -fee
L-"

—} of 5750.000 for arranging the- terms of the
! merger. This fee is 3 per cent of the capi-

talization of the nierger and 10 per cent of
the old capitalization of the Utah.. But apart from the magnificent propor-

tions of Mr. Untermcyer's fee. President Phillips objects that the
merger is designed chiefly to further the interests of the Guggen-
heims. Phillips has written a- sharp letter in which he points out
that four members of the Nevada board .are likewise members of
the Utah board and that three members are directly in the employ
of the Guggenheims. with a fourth as general counsel for the
same interests. In his letter to the stock holders Phillips asks

Is it advisable to -surrender your stock without knowing for what
purpose, the 400,000 shares of Utah stock left in the treasury is to be used,
with the. possible result that a great depreciation \yill follow its issue?

I» the Nevada Consolidated worth less than it was ninety days ago
when the Messrs. Guggenheim were advertising in two continents that
the Xevada stock was worth and would surely sell at $45 to $50 per share?

The situation today is this: Nevada stock holders who surrender
their stock and take Utah stock in exchange must look to the Utah com-
pany alone for dividends on a greatly increased capitalization. Xevada'
.stock holders who retain their stock willreceive the yearly increasing
dividends of Xevada Consolidated, with its low cost. production, and the
inestimable advantage that arises from ownership of its own smelter and
railroad that in themselves are most valuable assets.

In qne sense all these matters are purely the subject of
private concern for the :>tock holders, but the general public niay

be permitted to speculate on the multifarious and far flung varieties
of hot water in which it seems the Guggenheims delight to wade.
Surely they fish in troubled waters.- . \u25a0/'• '.

JOIIX T. FLYXX.consulting engineer of the California river>

and harbors league!, with headquarters in Oakland, propounds
an ingenious and . perhaps feasible plan, if legal objections

are removed' by which Pacific coast .seaport towns would be enabled
to control and keep down transcontinental freight rates after the

Panama canal is opened. 1 In brief. Mr. Flvnn proposes that the
leading, seaports build ships to carry the freight by water 'in fair
competition with overland transportation. Mr. Flynn writes:

It is safe to say that the Mates of Washington. Oregon and Califor-
nia, which form the Pacific >c;<board. with a combined . population of
less ihan 4.000.000. bear four-fifths of the entire cost of the . operation
of these nine transcontinental railroads. And yet these arc. all.seaboard .
states, with magnificent natural harbors, and, in most case?, with great „
navigable rivers reaching hundreds of miles into the interior through' .
which ocean freights might be delivered or collected if the subject .'was
properly handled. The average railroad freight rate from the Atlantic .
to the Pacific is $26 per ton. or three-fourths 'of 1.cent per ton, per
mile on a basis of 3.500 miles. The average rail freight time between
the two seaboards is 21 days, an average of about**175 miles per day.
This; of course, is for broken trains, which stop to drop, and receive cars
at every station, and docs not apply to ocean to ocean freights/ which rarely
ever happen, and then only at express rates, which means $160 per ton.
The* average steaming time of a modern freight ship is 300. miles per
day of 24 hours, which, if figured on a basis of 6.000 miles ,'from the"
Atlantic to the Pacific through the Panama canal, would mean 20 days,— '

one day less than the average time of the railroad.

Most of the Pacific coast ports have interior connections by

water available as feeders for an ocean line of steamships besides
the local coasting trade, and with such facilities for competition

Mr. Flynn contends that the overland freight rate could be forced
down to So a ton. Of course, when the. canal is open there will
be a large fleet of foreign tramp steamships competing for trade,

but these would not. under ourv shipping laws, be available to carry
freight between the Atlantic and Pacific coasts pf the United States.

Mr. Flynn argues that these municipally owned carriers would
par comfortable dividends. Ifhis figures in this. regard are. correct

there. would not appear to be much reason in his contention that
the government should remit half the canal tolls for such vessels.
He contends that a 10.000 ton freight carrier loaded both ways
at $6 a ton would pay 10 per cent dividends on the investment.
If he is correct in this contention this return would appear by itself
to be sufficient inducement.

*
:

Apart from this feature of the plan Mr. Flynn's exposition of
the subject is big with suggestion of the commercial revolution
that is likely to follow from the opening oi the canal. The margin
between $26 a. ton by land and $6 a ton by water is s6 wide that
private enterprise is certain to occupy the field.

'
Assuming the

general correctness of Mr. Flynn's figures on this point there will
be no need of municipally owned steamships.

There is another very important aspect of this question as
it concerns the coast cities, and this relates to terminal rates on
railroads. With sea competition in active operation between the
Atlantic4 and the Pacific the contention advanced in the Spokane
rate case in favor of a mileage basis of rate regulation would be
demonstrated as wholly untenable and absurd because impossible.
The railroads could not live at all in competition with the" sea
unless, they were permitted to give reduced rates to terminal
points on the cfbast. \u25a0

The only reason that we can see in favor of municipally owned
ships is that the railroads will, of course, seek to own or 'control
the system of sea transportation lines that must follow as a conse-
quence of opening the canal, even as now they control the Pacific
Mail service, and possibly have an understanding with the American-
Hawaiian line operating by the Tehuantepec route. A municipal
line would undoubtedly down freights, but it would have
to encounter all the, horrors of cutthroat competition on the water
and the bedevilment of railroad politics on land.

ALBERT HUBZNSTEIX. who has lars.» oil r«""l>-
ertie* In Bak?r*fleM. U at the St. Franci!".
Knbenstein intend* t«j.mate bis home Ju thtu
city.

.• *. \u25a0
•

MRS. LUCY LONG, who wrote,the poem '"(Jod
fafo Our't;oldtn *,at*~ directly after the Ui»-'
aster of IW>. .N vlsltlnjin the city.• • •

LIEUTENANT T.L.N. ERSXIXZof th» Unite.J
States marine corps atvt Major B. B. Kay of
the inuy are staying at th# Manx.
i••

' •
THOMAS J.GEAST. formerly roDsresstnan amt

the anthtrt- t>f the Uenry exclusion bill, is m
tht; Manx. re^Utered from Santa Ro«a.• * m

C. A.' SMITH, who h»UU iarj;»> timber Inter-
\u25a0 e*ts thruashonttlie conntry, in at the Palace,
rt'si^tered from Minneapolis.. .- \u25a0» \u2666

' •
JOHN WALSH, a uilnlns iiun of Bozernan.

Mont., is among the r-i.-nr arriv.iN at the
Palace. • * •

LOUIS BREUITXE. a furniture merrbaut orSac-
ramento, is In town and :.< stayln; at the 51;
Franeh".

GEORGE D. KcKAY, m dry s-.-A* merchant of
"l.o<«- Angles. 1» at the^Palace for a frw
days. • • •" «

FRED FOSTER, ami J. W. Barbonr >if Hanforil
are ansons ttio re«;?i»t arriruls at the Stewart.•• •

\u25a0

'JOHN DERN,und TV. H. Cnnninsbam. tniuin^
men of Salt Lake,.are gueft* at U>^ Palnce.• • '•

A.. W. BULLARD. aa electrir engineer. ii» nt
the Fairmont. rf2l*ter»-<J from Ijx An;Me«.

-
OR; W. H. WALLACE «f EnreWa i* a jne«t at

L. P. HUNT of Seattle is *rtoe-St. Francis.
Hunt was formerly the \u25a0 proprietor \u25a0 and editor

in tbjef-of the Mankato*. Minn...Free Press,

nu.l one of the rpe©(rnlze»l powers in the re- :

publican politics oC the North .Star state. In

the flay*
-
before the .enactment of the direct

primary law he Taas the reeoßuizetl bos" of.the:
second Minnesota, eonpreasloual <iUtrW4. H<\
figured prominently in the bis coiiTentJ«ii fi?hts
and was mentioned a* a i-oudiilate Tor the

\ United States senate to suceeo*) Cu-'hnian K.

Davis. •-• *

J. H. CABBOLL.!\u25a0 general totiueel f»r th«- Bur-
rilngtoo-.rwito,';stayed for^tiu- day at the St.
Francis with a party who came west with him

hi a -special far. Th.\r left last nfsM f.-r

\u25a0••: tfanta Uarbara. ;.'ln-the .party ar^ Mix* Fran-

eev Carroll aihl Miss Klaabetti NleUlaatler of

H. M. YERINGTOU. one of th* pioneers ef
Nevada, the . foamier of the town tlwt b»-ars
his natv aud- the Wold»r or. lsrce ralnlnsr

iuterests'Mn the I'onHtoek. is. at the r»!see
; with Mr*. Verlngton.'

\u25a0.'..*\u25a0 \u25a0

• - *

0. G.• OLBEN. a Imsine^snwa of TurWfc; (Jus

Schneider. -a, .merchant of Marys*ille-. a-jj

M. R.VBoswortb. a cattleman «f Frt-sBO, are
among .Uie recent arrival* at the "Arsoaant.

\u25a0•\u25a0' • *''-\u25a0*

E. B. BENN, tusyor i>f Al^nlcon,,nto U alw
,'" president- «f the 'rooil^r^ads as«<-iatKm of hi*

.Tutrlet
's>nd \nanay«T "fthe .Alvrdten > epera

lioti>e.' i**at"; the'\u25a0 Continental.
\u25a0— \u25a0 • • *'.

M. L. HOLBROOK and
%
J. iVllart. wl wilf

men of Portland. nrr"» »f: the Palace. AV^h
vu»em<. are Mrs. Holbrwk, •Mis*;II»lbr«».>V ami

\u0084:)lr!..Jt' I>. Urn.,-

LjgMj^ps-10- Quffl»& I
KORTU"ICATIONS--n. C'-'Menln ParV.-WUUh

ar«».iho two in North
America?. .:... , \u25a0- ...'•. .•-",- -,-:.

This question was to tlu;
fortificatlori;*>n'pineors. at Jirmvf "nr>ad-
'rjiinAersv in

'- "thlsr'clty, but none \wmild
answer. the ruie.stJorhf^.ThP-^arne^can.bf
answered 'only ;upoh^«i comparison /of
the' 9rmament"; of:reach fortified:plate

Iin-_the rterritory named, -but such.inCor-j ination is not'obtainable in this -V-ftv
':*' :* ". v.y. '•-\u25a0 :'.< % y v-1 ;LvniSTANCKS— Y. A.. rit.r. What is »fce~dis-

f fsn<-e. from the f<MT,r,».NilWins ,in ,;S«n
'

Francis.x
t to; the:-, nearp»t-;point' nf , l«=l*nil,,«n?l,'fr*>m
j the :*»ni<» htiiMine to.Jhr, Oakland .mole!" ' I

|\u0084V To th<x island I>i' statute- miles,. 'ami j
i to the mole « 3-S statute/'milos. .. ,\

Merger
of Nevada
Consolidated

TheI11V

Persistence
of a Humbug

Senator
Flint's
Confession

ALittle
Comedy
of Politics

JL .N amusing comedy of politics was quite elaborately staged
ZA the other day in the house of represcntatives^by Uncle Joe

*\u25a0 Cannon. It was not a problem play, but carried the speaker's
conception of a high moral purpose to dem-
onstrate that he is not the black and hideous
tyrant he has been painted. The vitalelement
of> drama is surprise, and this was carefully
provided*, by a mysterious notice addressed

to members by the party' whips enjoining theili to be in attend-
ance on the house at noon on a day .nainecj^ ; Promptly on the
stroke of 12 Representative McLachlan of this state took the floor
as the leading man in this,comedy of politics. asked
for unanimous consent that one of his bills—no matter what—go
over ''without prejudice." Games of Tennessee;' tKe leading juvenile
of the company, objected that the request was against the rules.
So the stage was set for the entrance of Uncle -Joe. The speaker
declared he had no feeling in the matter and magnanimously added
that he .-..would- submit /the question to a vote of the house for
its decision. /""'••• • ..:7 ,;:-

Here was the ,dramatic clement of surprise. Never before
had the speaker submitted to the house a question' as to the inter-
pretation of the rules. In doing so he delivered these somewhat
incoherent remarks^:. .. . v. ;.'i-,V *^-: .; a-

After, the great ;agitation in the country, in,the newspapers and
magazines, about the \u25a0granting of •.unanimous consent being within the
power of its -speaker " ami about how" members would have to crawl
upon their knees and= in the dust abase their personal and -legislative, j
dignity by asking the speaker tosubmit matters, for unanimous 'consent,

the house, in its wisdom^ made the vcalendar Wednesday and ;made., the
unanimous consent calendar' to. get away from asking the. speaker not

to run over theY dignity of members- or impose upon the house by
exercising* His? discretion "as to w-hether. he would submit a;matter for
unanimous consejU^ V Now. then, at; the beginning of the operation of
this rule, wlienCthisibilllisicallcdjt before-^.objectionUs^made^thej'gwjti^
man. appealed for recognition to the :speaker ,to,:submit by unanimous
consent that this bill shall have another 'chance: ;:; - '\u25a0' '. ._\u25a0_

'

\\^.''' So were, his confounded as well
- as; confused and

their wicked slander that; the speaker is the; great; American czar
was flung back in their teeth.. It^:seems- as," if the old man were


