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Concerning tiese negotiations, which

owned property either by condemnation
proceedings or by purchase. Condem-
nation proceedings are long and would

give the nature fakers opportunity to
1 their obstructionist tactics. We
hope to eliminate that factor by the

purchase of lards on a basis of equity
and thus secure all the property which |
the city needs Ty direct purchase.”

WOULD REOPEN RATE CASE

The Spring "alley water company
made an effort in the United States
circuit court yesterday to reopen the
old rate case and introduce new testi-
mony in a plea for a higher valuation
of its plant, and hence power to raise
the price of water. Accompanying the
motion was an affidavit by 8. V. East-
man for the company and one in reply
by City Attorney Long, all of which

were filed with Judge Farrington, who
took the request under submission.
This attempt, according to Assistant
Attorney Thomas E. Haven, who
has handled the rate cases, is in viola-
tion of the agreement reached between
the city and the water company when
the case was heard in court after the

City

The Spring V:zlley offers many ex-
cuses for wantirg to get in new evi-
dence in its favor and cites the fact
that city officials said $35,000,000 was a
fair valuation of its properties at the
time of the recent bond election. The
valuation of $29,000,000 by Judge Far-
rington was bascd on the properties in
use and did not include the idle tracts
held as an invesiment or in buying out
rival concerns,

Among his 7prospective additions,
corrections and new pieces of evidence
Eastman says Herman Schussler, chief
engineer of the company, said iron pipe
cost 2% cents in the east, although it
cost 3 cents. There is more to be told
about the capacity of the Alameda
county plant andi the values of San
Mateo realty other than that in use.
The transaction by which the Spring
Valley water works were taken over
by the BSpring Valley water company
should be shown more in detail. M., B,
Kellogg, solicitor for the company, has
since died, and the entire transcript
of his testimony, including 75,000
typewritten sheets, was destroyed in
the conflagration.

In reply Long’'s affidavit states that
the new evidence sought to be intro-
duced does not relate to the period
concerned, but is of later date. As to
Schussler, he was at that time chief
engineer for the company, as now, and
introduced many witnesses to corrob-
orate his testimony during the trial
The transfer of tle property from one
company to the dther appears in the
records. : :

Haven represented the city in court
vesterday, while E. 8. Heller and E. J.
MeCutchen appeaired for the Spring
Valley. :

| have a ballot.
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ED DIVA
WILL REST

Ausiralian Queen
Of Song Prefers
Sunsel Land

The wonderful things Madame Melba
has done in her own country, Australia,
in the last 10 months and the homage
paid her in every city and village on
her concert tour are interestingly told
by Miss Agnes Murphy, who is now in
this city for a period of rest. For five
yvears Miss Murphy has been associated
with the Melbourne songstress, and her
admiration of the diva is almost
shipful. She has written a biography
of the singer, which has had a great
success, Her other literary efforts are
well known to magazine readers and
she is about to describe for a number
of publications the scenery of the great
west,

“Bven had Madame Melba not been a
great singer,” Miss Murphy said yester-
day, “she would have been a woman of
force and character to influence the
civilization of her day. She would have
been remarkable in anything to which
she devoted her attention.
RITCHENER OUTWELCOMED

“Australia, of course, loves her. She
is their greatest countrywoman. Lgt
me tell you something of the esteem in
which she ds held. Lord Kitchener, the
war hero, arrived in Melbourne the
same day as Madame Melba. I am not
exaggerating when I say that the song-
stress received the greater welcome. A
person standing near me remarked that
had Kitchener arrived in an airship and
Melba in a carriage he could not have
created the same enthusiasm.

In many towns holidays were de-
clared that the children might have an
opportunity of meeting her. The streets
were decorated with flags and the chil-
dren carried branches of golden wattle.
Frequently Melba refused to occupy
her carriage in going from the depot to
her hotel, but walked through the arch
the children made with their branches.

“During the 10 months Melba sang

NO

wor-

| on an average three times a week. This

is the longest tour ever made by a star
in one country. During the tour she
found time to lecture in a number of
universities, particularly at Melbcurne.
Her final concert, given under the pa-
tronage of the Countess of Dudley, net-
ted $12,500, which was turned over to

the Australian Bush nursing associa-

tion. The new conservatoire in Mel-

bourne is to he named after her, and

the =enate, in appreciation of her

worth, passed a vote of thanks,

WILL COME TO CALIFORNIA
“Madame Melba will sing in London

in May. This will be her twenty-first
season in the English metropolis. When
her season i over =she will come to
(C'alifornia, probably in November, and
stay until the beginning of the new
vear. (alifornia has ever had a charm
for Melba. She loves its sunny skies
and its mountains. Most of all she de-
sires to visit the Grand canyon of Ari-
zona, so it is likely the west will see a
great deal of her In the next ten
months.”

Miss Murphy is accompanied by Miss
Aimee Moore. Both are ardent suffra-
gettes. In fact when Mrs. Pankhurst,
the leader of the London militant
women, was put on trial for a technical
assault, both were called as witnesses
by Miss Pankhurst, a woman attorney,
who defended her mother.

“The demand for suffrage is not so
strong in America,” Miss Murphy said
vesterday, “as in England, because in
this country the women are treated
differently. In Australia the women
We are militant in Eng-

Pankhurst is as gentle a
woman as ever lived and would not
hurt the proverbial fily. We are fight-
ing for a principle in a militant way,
but technically and with no show of
violence.
NETTLED BY POLL TAX

Both women were forced to pay a
poll tax on their arrival here, and this
nettled them considerably, particularly
when it was explained that if they left
the country in 30 days the money would

Mrs.

be refunded. Neither liked the insin-
uation that their absence was more
profitable than their continued resi-

dence. :

DEMOCRATS PLEASED
WITH ROOT’S LETTER

Senator’s Views of Income Tax
Are Read in Albany

ALBANY, N. Y. Feb. 28—United
States Senator Root's letter commend-
ing the proposed income tax amend-
ment to the constitution was read in
both houses of the legislature tonight
and was received with approval by
the democrats, but by the republicans
as a body with absolute silence.

The noncommittal attitude of the ma-
jority is easily explained by the fact
that Senator Root takes issue on this
question with Governor Hughes.

The Root letter in both houses was
ordered printed and referred to the
judiciary committees. .

“UNCLE JOE” WILL BE

DINED AT WHITE HOUSE

President Will Have Speaker as
Guest of Honor

WASHINGTON, Feb. 28.—Speaker
Cannon is to be the guest of honor at
a dinner of 40 covers or more at the
White House Thursday night. At that
time President Taft will inaugurate the

custom of giving an annual function in

fhonor of the speaker.

A mhost comfrtabile
and stylish

15 cents each—2 for 5 cents

ASQUITH WOULD
TRANSFORM THE

HOUSEOFLORDS

—

Government Will Stake Exist-
ence on Curtailment of
Power of Upper Body

Commoners to Take Up Strqu
gle to Revolutionize Entire
British System

LONDON, Feb. 28 —At the session of
the house of commons today Premier
Asquith’s government obtained a lease
of life until after Easter.

This was the gift of the conserva-
tives, who were so anxious to avoid
two general elections within brief
period that they accepted the pre-
mier's program without calling for a
vote,

When the house of commons meets
after Haster it will take up the
struggle to revolutionize the British
government system. Resolutions will
be presented to deprive the house of
lords of all authority over finances
and of the power of vetoing the meas-
ures of the lower house.’

WANT DEMOCRATIC BODY

If this plan succeeds the government
proposes next year to proceed with the
transformation of the house of lords
from a hereditary to a democratic body.

§uch was the program on which the
prime minister and Chancellor Llovd-
George declared the government staked
its existence,

P_rim(‘ Minister Asquith delivered a
telling speech. He said that the gov-
ernment could not ask for the exercise
of the royal prerogative upon proposals
which had not yet received the sanc-
tion of fhe house of commons or the
opposition of the house of lords.
WOULD OVERTHROW COMBINATION
: “THe government will stake its ex-
istence,” said Chancellor Lloyd-George,
"up_nn the advice it will give the sov-
ereign if it becomes necessary to do so.
This is a matter of the greatest mo-
ment to the democracy of Great Britain
and Ireland. We are fjighting a power-
ful combination, which can not be over-
thrown without courage and comrade-
ship, loyalty and sacrifice.”

John Redmond, the nationalist leader,
declared that “nothing that the prime
minister has said alters my view, and
we ought to vote against the resolu-
tion.”

JOHN REDMOND COMPLAINS

Redmond complained that Premier
Asquith had not made it clear what he
woulg do if the house of lords rejected
the resolutions. He declared that if As-
quith would give a definite promise
that in the event of the honse of lords
hanging up the resolution he would 20
to the king and ask for guarantees, and
if refused would resign, in the mean-
xtlme suspending consideration of the
budget, the Irish nationalists would
support the resolutions. Otherwise, he
said, the nationalists would oppose the
premier’s motion.

80
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| JAKE OPPENHEIMER NOT

BEING CRUELLY TREATED

Charles Montgomery Denies Al-
Jlegation of Women

[ Special Dispaich to The Call]

SACRAMENTO, Feh. 28.—That Jacob
Oppenheimer is not being cruelly
treated at Folsom, where he is held
under a death sentence, as alleged by
women of San Francisco, but is receiv-
ing every privilege safety will permit,
is the report Charles Montgomery,
president of the California prison com-
mission, has to make, after an investi-
gatlon of the charges,

He found that Oppenheimer, follow-
ing his daring attempt to escape re-
cently, was only deprived of tobacco
and reading and writing material, and
that all but the latter had been re-
turned to him.

The prisoners of Folsom look health-
ier than those of San Quentin, reports
Montgomery, who says the Folsom rock
pile is the cause.

PROMINENT PIONEER
OF STATE SUCCUMBS

[Special Dispaich to The Call]

MAYFIELD, Feb. 28.—Mrs. Concep-
cion Servanty, a member of one of the
oldest familles on the peninsula, died
at the age of 86 here today. Mrs. Ser-
vanty was born in San Jose in 1823 and

PACIFIC MAIL
BLUFF COWED

BOTH OF THEM

Taft and Dickinson Backed Up
on Schwerin’s Threat to
Withdraw Ships

War Secretary Would Invoke
Anti=Trust Law to Break
Up Monopoly

WASHINGTON, Feb. 28.—Secretary of
War Dickinson today proposed that the
anti-trust law be invoked to break up
the alleged monopoly by which the Pa-
cific Mail steamship company and the
Harriman transcontinental lines con-
trol business between Paclific coast
ports and the isthmus of Panama.

When it was suggested today that
suit under the Sherman law might fail
because the steamship company, oper-
ated as an independent line, might be
considered a competitor of the South-
ern Pacific railroad members of the
senate committee on interoceanic canals
discussed the advisability of recom-
mending legislation that would reach
the merger. d
THAT “INDEPENDENT"” LINE

The hearing today was held to give
the secretary of war opportunity to an-
swer the criticism of Senator Bristow
that the government was giving aid to
the transcontinental railroads by not
encouraging the establishment of an
independent steamship.line on the Pa-
cific coast, as proposed by B. N. Baker
of Baltimore.

Secretary Dickinson produced the
proposed contract to show his under-
standing of the offer. It indicated that
the company was to have an exclusive
contract and many other favors, that
Dickinson said could neot be granted
under authority vested in-him or any
other member of the president's cab-
inet.

The statement had been made by
Dickinson that he had practically been
coerced by a serious situation into con-
senting to the demand of.the Pacific
Mail company for 70 per cent of the
joint rate. The Pacific Mail had threat-
ened to withdraw its ships, and if this
had been done, he said, it would have
left the government line without an
outlet on the Pacific coast. .
HELD UP BY SCHWERIN

“If the ships on the Pacific side had
been withdrawn I felt that my posi-
tion would have been indefensible, and
therefore I was forced to accept the

terms offered by the Pacific Mail,” said |

the secretary. “I consulted with the
president, who knew more about the
canal affairs than 1 did, and we were
not willing to take the risk of calling
the Pacific Mail steamship company's
bluff.”

“Did you ever make an investigation
to determine whether the Pacific Mail

is controlled by the Harriman lines?"
asked Chairman Flint,
Dickinson replied that he had seen

President R. P. Schwerin of the Pacific
Mail only once and they had had an un-
pleasant interview. Schwerin insisted,
he said, that his line was independent
of the Southern Pacific, and upon that
point they could not agree.

The secretary took the position that
an exclusive contract would reverse the
whole policy of the government and
that any government official who would
countenance it would be taking an enor-
mous responsibility.

SUGGESTS FEDERAL COMPETITION

Several senators pressed the secre-
tary of war for his opinion of the
surest way to break up the Pacific

Mail monopoly. He said that the surest
way would be for the government to
build ships and operate them, but
would not say that such a eourse would
be the wisest. He said that the ques-
tion was a legislative one and he did
not care to indorse government owner-
ship.

“We sent for you to tell us what to
do,” said Chairman Flint. “That,
think is what you would do if vou were
a senator.”

“Probably we have bheen trained in
different political schools,” said the sec-
retary, “but I have never believed it
was the duty of the government to fur-
nish means of transportation. I have
not believed it wise for the govern-
ment to engage in that business,
which can be best done by individuals.”

No decision was reached on this sub-
ject and Secretary Dickinson left the
stand after saying that he would in-
vestigate the whole subject of mail
contracts, chartering steamships or any
other means of meeting the situation.
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A Victor Talking Machine
In Every Home

g For educational purposes, if for no other reason, every home
should contain one of the many styles of the Victor. To know
the voices of the greatest vocalists, Caruso, Scotti, Schumann-
Heink, Melba and others, and to listen to their matchless art,
whenever desired, in itself justifies an expenditure far greater
than the cost of the most expensive Victor.

q For the entertainment of your friends an evening with the
Victor can not be surpassed. Orchestra, band and vocal music,
humor and pathos, all are’ at your instant command. Victor
Talking Machines are sold by our house in all their various
styles, from the smallest to the matchless Victrola, the highest
possible development of the talking machine world, which sells
at from $125 to $250. . All may be purchased on easy payments

g Not only is our stock of machines and records the most com-
plete, but the location, adjoining the White House, is the most
convenient, and the service offered the most courteous and oblig-
ing in the city. All the latest records all the

VICTOR TALKING MACHINES.
A WILEY B. ALLEN BUILDING
135-153 KEARNY—217-225 SUTTER ST.

Oakland, 510 Twelfth and 1105
Sacramento, San
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THOUSANDS HAVE KIDNEY
TROUBLE AND DONT KNOW IT

.~

Prevaleney of Kidney Disease

Most people do not realize
alarming increase and remarkable
prevalency of kidney disease. While

the last recognized by patient or phy-
sicians, who usually content them-
selves with doctoring the effec’s, while
the original disease constantly under-
mines the system.
The mild and
Swamp-Root, the great

immediate effect of
kidney, liver

stands the
results in the most distressing cases.

Symptoms of Kidney Trouble

Swamp-Root is not recommended for

A sworn certificate of

absolutely free by mail.

Francisco Daily Call.

the | dizziness

kidney disorders are the most common |
diseases that prevail, they are almost |

and bladder remedy, is soon realized. Tt |
highest for its remarkable |

everything, but if you are obliged to
pass your water frequently, night
and day, smarting or irritation in/|

wok of

Weak and unhealthy kidneys are probably responsible for more
sickness and suffering than any other disease, therefore, when,
through neglect or other causes, kidney trouble is permitted to con-
tinue, serious results are sure to follow.

Your other organs may need attention—but your kidneys most,
because they do most and should have attention first.

If you feel that your kidneys are the cause of your sickness or
run down condition, begin taking Dr. Kilmer’s Swamp-Root, the
great kidney, liver and bladder remedy, because as soon as your kid-
neys begin to get better they will help all the other organs to health.

kdust or sediment im the
backache, lame back,
| poor digestion, sleeplessness
| nervousness, heart disturbance due
| pad kidney trouble, skin eruptions
from bad blood, neuralgia, rheuma-
tism, lumbago, bloating, irrvitability,
wornout feeling, lack of ambition, may
be flesh, sallow ymplexion, or
Bright's disease may be stealing
yvou, which is the worst form of kidney
trouble,

passing. bri
urine, headache,

to

loss of

upon

Swamp-Root Is Pleasant to Take

If you are already convinced th
| Swamp-Root is what you need
can purchase the regular fifty cent anc
one dollar size bottles at all rug
stores Don't make any mistake, but
remember the name, Dr. Kilmer's
Swamp-Root, and the address, Bing-
| hamton, N. Y, which you will find on
every bottle.

If You Need a Medicine You Should Have the Best
Swamp-Root is always kept up to its high standard of purity and excellen
P i
SAMPLE BOTTLE FREE—To prove the wonderful merits of Swa

you may have a sample bottle and a t
The book contains

urity with every bottle.

mp-Root
informat both sent
the the

valuable
many of

received from men and women who found Swamp-Root to be just the

they needed. The value and succe of Swamp-Root is s well known that our
readers are advised to send for sample bottle. Address Dr. Kilmer & Co
Binghamton, N. Y. Be sure to say you read .this generous offer in The San

The genuincness of this offer is guaranteed.
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HEALTH AND PLEASURE RESORTS

Honolulu

$110

Round Trip

April 16, May 7, etc.

cure the best berths.

aY2 Days From San Francisco—First Class

Twin screw S. S. SIERRA (10,000 tons displacement)
classed by Lloyds 100 A-1, under command of Captain H.
C. Houdlette, will sail from S. F. for Honolulu March 26,
The Sierra has double bottoms,
water tight compartments, two sets triple expansion en-
gines and equipped with wireless.

BOOK NOW and se-

Line to TAHITI and NEW ZEALAND:; S. S. Mari-
posa and S. S. Mokoia of Union Line; sailings March 10,
April 15, May 21, etc. To Tahiti and back, $125, first class;
New Zealand (Wellington), R. T. $246.25, first class.

OCEANIC STEAMSHIP CO., 673 Market Street

TELEPHONE KEARNY 1231

AMAZING PART OF MODERN
LIFE IS RUSH AND HURRY

While giving his opinion of the cause
of so much sickness among the present
generation, in an interview in New
York, recently, 1. T. Cooper, the man
who claims that stomach trouble is re-
sponsible for most i1l health, said:

“The amazing part of modern life in
this city, and every other in America, is
the rush and hurry. No one seems to
have enough time. This very fact is
responsiblie for much ill health, As I
have said before, poor digestion is at
the bottom of all this tired, worn out
condition which affilicts modern people,

the digestive organs working properly
than exercise in the fresh air, and New
Yorkers h&ve no time for this.

“The dally life of the average New
Yorker is about as follows: After sleep-
ing all night in a room with a iow ceil-
ing and poor ventilation, he dresses in a
rush, bolts his breakfast, and runs for a
car. He rides downtown in this car
with the air foul from overbreathing,
and works until noon shut up tight in
some factory or office building. At noon
a hasty lunch and then back for the
rest of the day in the same close quar-
ters. When time to quit comes he piles
into a car again, jammed in with others
like him, and spends thirty minutes in
the stifling atmosphere getting home.
He stuffs himself full of food, then goes
to some theater, with more streetcars
to get him there, or he stays at home
and sits in an easy chair.

“How long do you suppose the human
stomach will perform its functions
properly under such conditions? Is it
any wonder that most people a & half

but nothing is more necessary to keep |

i sick?

The one organ you can not
| and still stay well is the stomac!
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| successful simply because I have a med-

| worked stomachs that

icine that regulates and tones up ever-
no longer digest
food properly.”

Among the thousands who were bene-
fited by reason of Mr. Cooper's visit to
New York City is Mrs. Willlam F. Hoff-
man of 522 West One Hundred and For-
ty-seventh street, who relates her ex-
perience with the Cooper medicine in
the following statement:

“For several years I have been gen-
erally run doewn in health. Physicians
diagnosed my case as nervous indiges-
tion. T could not eat, and was troubled
with insomnia. I felt tired and discour-
aged all the time and had very little
energy. [ have two sisters who were
also in poor health, their complaint he-
ing very much like mine; one of them,
however, has had rheumatism for some
years.

“Some time ago I came here, saw Mr.
Cooper and got his medicine. It helped
me almeost at once, and I am now as
well as 1 ever was in my life, eating
well and sleeping soundly. My sisters
started taking the medicine after see-
ing what it did for me,; and it has been
just as effective for them. The one who
had rheumatism is now perfectly well,
although she had suffered for years
without relief. I consider our experi-
ence very remarkable.”

The agency for Cooper's celebrated
medicines has been given to us. We are
making a fine record with them —Owl
Drug Co.

LAST GREAT METROPOLIS

of North America is starting on main line
of Grand Trunk Pacific Transcontinental Ry

Fort George is terminus or on line of
all railroads building and projected in
Central British Columbia, the land of last
great opportunities.

Fort George, is junction of one thous-
and miles navigable waterways on which
steamers are now plying, with tems of
millions of acres best agricultural land,
richest 1d, silver, copper, coal mining,
and billions of feet of timber tributary.

Fort George, geographical and strategie
commercial center of Britls Columbia,
will be one of largest cities west of Rock-
ies, and second city in British Columbia.

One, hundred million dollars will be
spent in v'lclnitiy dnﬂpl‘ next three years
in railway building alone. Write quick
for maps, plans and: official information
ge mrtnne making opportunities for invest-
“First offering of business lots $150 to
$300 each, pn{able $10 down and $10
month. No {nterest, no taxes, 10g,
count for cash. Title insured and guaran
teed by the Government of British Colum-
bia, which owns one quarter of the town-
site. Only those who act quickly will be
able to buy at first cost.

_ Natural Resources Security Co.. Ltd..
' 421 Wineh Bldg., Vaneouves; B. C.
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DR.ONGTING SHEW

Chinése Famous Doctor
Over 10 years with

Oriental Dispensary.
Chinese Tea and
Herb Sanitarium.
Diseases cured ex-

clusively by Chinese

Wonderful Herbs;
over 1,000 varieties
used.

Suey Chlice Tong & Co.
ore,

Chinese Drug S
Wholesale and Retail. 11-13
ham 'y . Washiangteo.
Clay Sts., opp. Portsmouf i Sq. "ok,

Get off car at corner Kearny and Clay sts,
Telephone—China 630: Home C5223. Doetor’s
office hours—10 to 12 a. m.; 1 0 3, 7 t0 9
p- m.; Sunday, 10 to 12 a. m. and 7 t0o 9 pum.
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