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Three Couples .Keep Going for
14 Hours and 43

Minutes

has .been planted' successfully and
$250,000 was- paid here for plants
which were purchased here for a few
thousand -dollars. General Booth ,of
the Salvation Armyhas undertaken the
introduction of the thornless. cactus
into India: Ihave received communica-
tions concerning the- plant ,from the
governments of England, for British
Africa; Germany, for its

'
colonies;

France, Turkey, Egypt. China. Japan,
Mexico and other governments. The
United States government has devoted-
much attention to lt."'

t
;

In a -far corner of the nursery yard
were a group of the cumbersome look-
ing plants, and on the. fleshy leaves
were brilliant red fruit, about the s>ize
'and- somewhat the shape

(
of-al6 can-

dlepower electric light globe. Bur-
bank demonstrated how the • fruit
should be cut. With his knife he. re-
moved the thick rind and- disclosed the
rich purple pulp. But it.was not the
season for thornless cactus fruit—or
Burbank has not developed it yet to
bear ripe fruit at all months of the
year.

'
Itcould not be tasted.

The cactus, from what Burbank
cays, is the most versatile fclant in the

Perils' of Provincialism }

.A well known and careful writer on
current problems has recently said
that one of the greatest perils of thecountry today is "the peril of pro-
vincialism." Involving the superficial
handling of great subjects and great
questions, says the \u25a0 Milwaukee Senti-
nel.

Each age has its problems. Tha
twentieth century win have possibly
more and- greater problems than any-
preceding century of history. The ages
of the past have prepared mankind
for its highest development in the cen-
tury now nearing the close of its first
decade.

The problems now pressing upon
'thought and consideration are not only
those that affect the we« being1 of th«>
individual, but society in all its varied
aspects and relations. Every sphere
in which* man moves and every voca-
tion to which he devotes himself af-
fects and is affected by these problems.
They are not superficial. < The ills they
seek to remedy are not surface erup-
tions on the body politic. They aro
deep seated. They are grounded In
the very nature, of man himself.

Women Are Conquering
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New York|botanical /garden, !made
a report on the \u25a0 wonderberry that
was favorable, .asserting.-," that it

\u25a0was not a Solanum nigrum or any
other known -variety. This, 'after

1 a careful study of the. plant grow-
ing in the grounds of the botanical
gardens, by "himself and , associate .
professors. .-.. AYe •': also'- -made it
known that' our- five acre patch of
wonderberries were .ripening -and .
any one was welcome to comeand
see >it and taste the =- fruit. We
also offered to semi .fruit to any
one who .applied, and did so in.many cases. • .

Before the" miQdlo of 'August
"The Crime of the Wonderberry" .was .fullyexposed ---and "-the motive. generally understood. 'Then came

"the wailing of those who 'had been- J
.• niisled :into destroyipg their plants:

Burbank's .Vindication,
By September the wonderberry

was fully'vindicated-in all parts of
-the country and- we were deluged

with letters praising it. •
—

Burbank/ has -.not been injured,
but great damage .and' annoyance
has been done to innocent persons.—

rhowjmany.;, the. world will never-
know

—
more than -.350,000' persons-

had planted seed of the wonder- ;.
berry.':"- ;-\u25a0 ":..

'

'CC-UJ
While .Luther Burbank's later works

have been among edibles, . he ha^ ap-
plied his; charm at the same time over
his flowers, and grasses.'

;_'l "am working," he said/: t'over seed-
lings crimson rambler rose in which
Iam developing new. shades. Then
there is a new evening primrose, which
is -five' or,six inches, in diameter: One
petal of the*new flower will cover the
old blossom." . \u25a0" '

.'
-Under foot,- as Burbank. and" the.int-
erviewer.-talked,.-talked, -were grass plats,
over "which men .were working.\u25a0'-•."This
is -a'lawn: Plant," rhe explained, "the
well known lippiaJ

'
I-am developing

new ..varieties :;which. will;grow
''-

-with
one-tenth of the water needed for;blue
grass or other lawn' plants.

'

,Beyond were: some strawberry ivines'.
"I have >grown some

'straw6errfes,"

and .limbs with alcohol. Riving them
stimulants and food. The place was
jstifling hofand the dancers were-tha
pictures of utter physical and mental
jweariness. The orchestra, unable to
tkeep the pace, had divided in half early
in the night, each half taking turns at
playing: -while the. other rented. By I
o'clock in* the afternoon the dance hall
was filled with onlookers. There was
then but half an hour more to brealc
the record, but every step, it seemed,

'.would be the last.
Within 20 ihinutes of the requisite

tlnie Miss Finnigan began to faint and
her fingers clutch nervously at the
ahoulders.of her partner. As her head .drooped Doctor Brackett administered
strychnine and the next instant aha
drew up again with a smile and danced
on.

Record Is Broken
There seemed to be peculiar fascina-

tion in the slowly moving figures auto-
matically stepping- to the music, and
the crowd watched in silence. As the
last few minutes began to puss the
whispe-c^ng and talking cease.d. and
when finally the record was broken and
the dance halted wild cheerings broke
out. The dancers, limp, fagged, pale,
with glazed eyes .and feverish brows,
were thrown on benches for a momen-
tary respite and then rushed across to
the German hospital, there to be ex-
amined and placed into steam baths.

"Not .a single dancer." said Dr.
Brackett. "suffered any serious injury.
All are in fine shape and in a day op
two will.be able to continue their reg-
ular duties." BBM

The prize of $140 was divided araons
the twelve winners equally.

At no time during the dance 'did thecompetitors leave thf .floor—except
when they collapsed or quit. No timnwas allowed for. refreshment. Food
was given to them as they danced. thi3
consisting chiefly of egss and sand-
wiches.' The competitors ranged inyears from 18 to .6S, the oldest on tho
floor, being J. West. 68 years old. Ho
danced for .12 hours and 3 minutes

.and only quit when his partner, ilisa
Wel<-h. collapsed. BffWB

said "Burbank," t'whichihave "a particu-
larly improved- flavor."

". 1
,tbne side of thelot was edged -withJ
walnut. trees. "Those are just;3.years j
old," safd the grower of:wonders.

,
They

were talli graceful
*
trees. "They are a

cross between 'th% 'eastern and the Cali-
fornia- black.-.walnut,*'. explained "Bur-
bank.

- . "Tfiey-
{are ;remarkably ;rapid,

growers .'and-, good' bearers." .-
'- .Thenjhe \ turned to a small patch of•
growing' hybrids. .\u25a0•"These- are crosses
between" onions,; leeks and.\u25a0garlic^". -;said '.
the .wizard, nonchalantly, as if..one of j
those^ odoriferous "vegetables alone and
unabetted

-:was not \u25a0 sufficient
-
without

having, accumulated. -.the. strength of
the .three bound indissolubly ~ in< one
pungent 'bulb.' / •

" ..;.In.littiefbeds. were plants from vari-
ous parts of the world." One contained
a' graceful*. rush ;from Chile already \u25a0

bright with; a" small purple^ starlike
flower.' . \u25a0;• \u25a0 J
Botanical Clearing House v . |

\u25a0 Santa.R osa, or •Burbank's \u25a0 place, :to
'

be' definite. ha3l- become the world's
botanical clearing house. , All over, the
earth the agents and correspondents of
Burbank. are working, collecting rare
and common native" plants.,, "They" are
in parts-of South" America which have
never before' been -botanized,', and I-rer.;
ceive 12,0001 2,000 specimens' a 'year from one i
collector, there,":' Burbank stated. "Three !

or four missionaries-"in -the interior of
China send me.rare,plants; and in the
Paciflc'islands. in Alaska, and all parts
of .the world -there are collectors wKo
add ,to.my_ assortment 6f seeds. \u25a0;Itake
the seeds, grow them normally the first
season, and .then

- experiment .with
them." ..;"..

* ... ~ -
\u25a0

Burbank •is an empirical philosopher j
of plant life. "Iam working now with
a grape -from' western China," he con-
tinued. "It is a wild grape, a rapid :
grower. Iwill plant"100.000 seedlings j
and probably .will secure "100 individual i
plants-

—
one. \u25a0 out -of I,ooo—which .will \u25a0

suit- my purpose..
-
1will"\u25a0 cross these!

grapes with other-varieties until Iget i
a;product which is new and .valuable. J

"This year ;I-am grafting . 400,000
seedling varieties of plums and plum-
cots." . .; - . \u25a0

• •

That the Carnegie endowment was
withdrawn last year does not' disturb
Burbank. "The Carnegie Institution,".he
commented lightly, "wanted to capture
Burbank for the benefit of science. .Ij
worked for it. :.Iprepared a review of)
my work. Iwe^nt through! the list of all
the plants Ihave experimental upon,
from A to Z—more than 30,000 differ-
ent species; in the last. 4o years

—
-briefly

reporting the results of ray work
—

where Ihad succeeded .with a plant:
where Ihad failed. \u25a0\u25a0 Ihad .Hist finished
that compilation when 1Ilearned that
the allowance had

- been . withdrawn.'
On 15 minutes' notice* Ihad to put my
work on -a commercial basis*. Idid
that. While Ireceived ?10.0j)0 from
the Carnegie Institution, that did not
cover the expenses of my work. I
spent $6,000 more directly on the work
than Ireceived during those five years.

Increase in Expense
"Now rriy expenses are' $1,000 a

month. Ihave 12.men at my farm at
Sebastopol, six at this, my Santa Rosa
place, three girls, stenographers, work-
ing inside. STiortly Iwill 4ieed IS
young people to put up seeds."--

He drew a little: package from Jais
pocket. On the back was a diamond
shaped seal with the name "Luther.
Burbank" .in script. "With this seal
on packages they are worth' 2s cents;
when without this seal the seeds could
bebought for 2% cents." .

Luther Burbank knows the value of
h!s work and in his brisk, sharp way,
is quick to select the salient feature
of its commercial possibilities.

He knows that -he .is' doing a mar-
velous work, but the wonder of it does-
not dazzle him. He experiments, he
sells speeds, he disposes Of his corre-
spondence and when that is done he
goes back fnto his nursery yard, and
with his acute senses picks out- the one

!shoot in'a thousand .whichvwill be the
progenitor of a>new variety of plant or
flower. The secret of the future thorn-
!lessness of the- blackberry, the secret

\u25a0 of the future deliciousness of a larger
;strawberry, . the secret \u25a0» of. the future,

richness in color of a rose lurks subtly
;in"some one plant among a thousand.
ILuther Burbank, hurrying from, his
desk work on. his sixty-first.-birthday,
wil crouch over a green bed and with''
unerring fingers choose the fragile
:twig in whichthe;destiny of a species
dwells. That is His work.

-
:Luther Burbank was born in Lancas-.

tter, -Mass., on March 7, 1849. He moved'
to' Santa .Rosa in-187i> and since then
has' lived and wo'rkedVori the 'Sonoma
county soil, his; fame gradually spread-'
ing. first -among nurserymen, then

.among scientists,; and farther and far-
ther until'"".today,, on his sixty-first,
birthday, his "name is secure and will
be perpetuated .by his works "as, long

as grass grows and water runs.";

;*•*"—
—
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Women are conquering* slowly. Paris

\ has Its lady cabbies, lady lawyers, lady
ibillposters, and now comes the

*
an-

;,nouncement of a lady.cyclist letter car-
;rier or postman, says the London
;Globe.
[• • Itis the custom Instate departments,
.in regard to porters, when the head of
jthe family is laid aside or incapaci-
\ tated, to.install the wife either tempo-
irarily or permanently in the position.'

A similar custom, we believe, obtains
on the duke of Bedford's estate in re-
gard to the -porters. The lady "post-
man" Is Madame Faizy-L'Aumonier. and
she is attached to the postofflce at La
Chappel-«ur-Aveyron.

ground :all- over .the; country began
to mature fruit, an"J \u25a0 'a -"shower •of

] • favorable reports", set \u25a0 in. At;this
I tJme"Doctof.-;Britton, head' of the

much better. When Istarted with the

bulbs they were that size"
—

he indi-
cated an oval by crooking his thumb
and forefinger. "Now. the bulbs are
as larfc<* as an apple or a potato. This
was a popular edible plant with the-
Indians." he continued. **Itused to be
the <auf<> of wars between the Indians

JMaillflULlll IJ|i IMUlPlilillfTMf »«»l \u25a0 lliil|j»ii niMUMM
and the whites, for

'
the white men

would let thfir hogs get into the beds'
or the camassia and destroy the

A Queen Among Vegetables
A plant, the philosopher of plant life

rrasoued. which led to war must be a
<;u*tn in the vegetable kingdom—-J*
Tl^U'ii of Troy of bulbs. Burbank. did
•Tint say that, lint his actions would sug-

i^rst that he had that idea of its roy-
f ."iy in mmd. Vox he "has taken this
1 plant, which was so humble in the

oyes of thp white man Jind has rocre-
.\u2666t«>d H into a distinguished food prod-

•\VUru will it V'put on the mar-
ket for general sale?"' Burbank was 1

• "Itan not say.** he answered. '"That
is problematical. Iam working on it

Tha; is what makes it difficult to di-
vYde Burbank's work by the calendar
and to say that in the sixtieth year

of his life he gav.^ this plant to the
world, uml that in the sixty-first year
hjs contribution was tlii?- Cell by cell,
year by y^ar, he builds up his plant,

selecting this characteristic one sea-
son, that characteristic another; the
fro«=h shade of color is developed in
-JJM'7, a more graceful leaf in 190S. a

\u25a0niore <iflicate flavor to th^ fruit in l?03.
The piant might be ready for the world
|n iaio

—
hut Burbank might see the

opportunity, for improvement and de-
lay the public* debut of his re-creation.

That ;sn"t hi? version of *:is meth-
o.i-s. But that may give a crude idea
of.his delicacy of operation.

Has Drawn Nature's Teeth
Burbank hag drawn the t^ctJi of na-

ture and has tamed .the vicious plant

<>f -Vac desert
—

the cactus
—

so that man
.an now eat of its thornless leaves-
and now .lelicious fruits, lie is * ver-
itable Daniel come to judgment on the
< artus, or a I'aniel in the lions' den. for

Burbank's wonderful skill has made
. ih« cactusauß saf«i to the touch as the
;
"

velvety muUen. Tjie cactus Burbank
•considers his greatest achievement

—
or,

rithVr. he accepts th«» verdict of the
Scientist who ha? said: ""The devel-
opment of the thor:i>ss cactus by Lu-

•\u25a0\u25a0 thcr Burbank will add as much wealth
to the %vorld as the 'discovery of a new

Over the thornless cactus there has
.-'been a redundance of controversy, just

-as there "was.over the wonderberry.

The critics of the wonderberry have

keen silenced by the fruit of the mar-
v.]ous plant. "Ky their fruits ye shall

know them." applies as' true literally

/'.s figuratively. .As Christianity has

\ ;aimed the metaphorical application
.<> its own. so Luther Burbank might
adopt the direct meaning of the phrase

. as his motto.
Burbank would have his thornless

<atitus the eloquent spokesman of the
horticulturist's achievement.^ He said

to The Call:
Only Thornless Cactus

•'There is not in existence today an
absolutely thornless cactus of agricul-

tural value which did not originate on
my grounds within the pset 12 years.
This fact is demonstrable on my own
grounds, for Ihave here the varieties
which have been claimed as spineless.

•\u25a0'The United States government col-
:';ie,tor. David C. Fairchlld. s«*nt me

'[': /samples of the government 'spineless'
':\u25a0': <n« tus. They are but partly spineless.
?;:"-Mine ar" absolutely spineless. I'told•'•""•'

Mr. G. W. Oliver when he was visiting

.•'\u25a0• at my place that Iwould give him $10
(:>"for every thorn he could find by rub-

\u25a0
:'bing- a leaf against his cheek."

Burbank led th«» way to the cactus
• path. To follow him it was necessary

• almost to run. The Santa Rosa horti-
"•\u25a0 rul'turist is an elderly man. but he is

a.« uprightly as a youth. There is a
popular picture most widely circulated
Of all portraits, which shows? "the wiz-
ard of plant life" in a studious atti-

.' tud»\ -There he .has the face >of an
ascetic -of a seer, of k benevolent wiz-

:: ard- But that is not the working ex-.-. j.ression of LutheV Burbank. He is
more brisk, more alert. He is a.

'\u25a0 small man, spare and brisk. He wore'
'•

a gray cutaway suit and on-his head
•was a broad brimmed black felt hat.

His hair is white, touseled and not
"''•long. His eyes are brisrht and intent.

His movements arc rapid. \u25a0

He hastened from his house, which
'•• combines dwelling, office and seed

:' flepot. across the street into his nur-

Among the Beds
•There were the cactus beds.

;.' Nearest to the road were' several
rows of bristling, squatty, cone shaped

<m-tu:s the sort that were popular in
k "the flower pots at horiie. tantalizingly

r prickly, foreboding, pernicious.
Beyond stood tome ungainly hedges

of cactus, with dark green leaves,
larger than elephants' ears, thick and
tibrous. Thin points*darted from the
ilark green flanks of the leaves. There

'
.were not many spines, but there were
some.

"This is the government cactus," said
Burbank. "the government 'spineless'

cactus."
Jle rushed ahead. s He bent over a

buttle green plant and affectionately

rubbed tt with his cheek, just as a
lion tamer would rub his cheek across
the. jaws of a subdued, harmless beast.

"jsee. there is not a spine, not a
thorn." he cried in triumph

—
delighted. to show his innocuous creation tamed.•' but sprouting with all .the vigor of

its ancestors.
"It took me seven years to get the' tljorns'ofr," said Burbank, caressing the

great, smooth leaves. "Now Iam
working to make the plant more hardy

\u25a0 so that it can grow in any locality. I
have one variety which grows in its
native .state in the northern part of
the" United States, in Minnesota :and
Maine,- and In other states. It will
grow in Alaska. There should.be no
misconception," Burbank "continued
cautiously, "about where the 'thornless
<actus willgrow. It willonly grow in
a narrow border skirting the United

\u25a0 states south from the middle Atlantic
Mates, throughout the whole of Florjda,

\u25a0 -"in the gulf states, Texas, Arizona and
. -'5n all part*.of California, practically,

."" -except the mountains. \u25a0 it will grow
for five years without water in, a trop-

.' ical climate, but not ina torrid climate.
V H willproduce heavy foliage or fodder

J for stock. I'nave produced 4<»,000
pounds of cactus leaves from, one-

\u25a0 righth and t?7.000 pounds to the acre
the second year.

Their' Wide Distribution
.("The- plants have been distributed, to
a.ll parts of the 'world. InAustralia it

*—_ , , : 4.

world. He announced with -iiride that
he had just received a letter from a
standard automobile company which
said that the pulpor fiberof the leaves
had been tested as a brake for ma-
chines and found to be more durable
than steel. It could also be worked .
Into paper, and jcactus paper promises ,

to become the most aristocratic of all
kinds, fbr it has pjoved: excellent as
bank note paper. .
Spineless Blackberries

*

'Not content with drawing the. teeth
of the cactus, Burbank has, performed
a like operation on ".blackberry, and
raspberry bushes. I#his hothouse were
boxes of, berry shoots. Burbank stuck
his bare hands into the mass of leaves.
There' was no sting.. "Ihave acres of. ;
them growing," said Burbank. Near .
theni were sprouting hardy cotton
plants \u25a0which are. intended to grow in
any equable climate.,

Next to his fcactus; Luther Burbank
i* most interested in•his- wonderberry—

for it is over that plant that ,the
great controversy of last' summer
waged. Bur.bank' now feels vindicated.

•'

John. Lewis Childs, a well known
seedmaYi, has ;written, an. able review
of this controversy, ywhich 'he has
called .'"The Crime of the Wonder-
berry." He says:^;"

It'is said on- good, authority
'
that

a -certain :man- connected with \u25a0 a -
certain horticultural publication,
himself a creator of plant novel-
ties' and an aspirant for. fame, tried '.'-' .
to associate himself with Luther
Burbank and his work. Mr. Bur-
bank declined; since when this cer-
tain publication has gone out of its ,
way' to discredit Mr. Burbank and
his work in every manner, possible."

When .we introduced the wonder-
berry last year no horticulturist ot r :
note had seen it or'knew anything
about it.. It had

-
been carefully ,

guarded, as all such'valuable novel-- \u25a0'"

ties are. and had been grown only,
by Mr. Burbank in 'California and-
by"us here at Floral park. The pub-
lication referred to Immediately at- •

tacked it as worthless, though the
editors had never seen it.and knew .
nothing about it.' It was called -;
many things—r-all bad

—
and finally

it was alleged : to be- the" black. ',
nightshade (Solanum nigrum) and' ;
poisonous. (Tl>e potato,; the egg
j)!ant, the tomato and wonderberry

\u25a0dre all solanums.) \u25a0

The Wonderberry. War>
From this starting point .other :

would be horticulturists, envious of
Mr. Burbank, . took ,up • the. cry*,.,
against him and the -wonderberry,
and the most malicious' and un--
truthful •-,reports about

'
it""became

current all'over.' the world. ."Never ;
in the history,of horticulture, was.
such a' well,organized". and': so per-

"
\u25a0 distent a crusade against a-man!

launched,' and all based abso-
lutely upon' false assertions.

"
"Not

'

one of these envious -and zealous ..
men had any personal-, knowledge.."'!
of the -wonderberry whataoever, but \u0084-'--
seed' was .procured from us early

'
and started under glass. -, By April>
some 'small seedling 1 plants." throe-:";or ..four, inches high, .had .set.. and. .
ripened a few. fruits. As might;be ':expected under such conditions* the

'
"

berries were .; small and* tasteless; -\u0084•
Here then was proof, positives that ':
"the thing was worthless;-and:all of

'
Mr. Uurbank'R enemies. and! rivals

'"
.were happy.. They met; to felicitate ;
one another, to pass resolutions Jiiid :'
to 'write" press tnotices condemning.-^
the wonderberry and kept itupun- "v
til. the «niddl«;of •summer,; inducingr.i
tens of- thousands', of people . jwlio
!i?d;.plahts. of; it.-to pull them -ui>'
and' throw' them away, thus :helpin^-

-
along the crusade against^ Bur-:*':
bank. -. . '

'\u25a0:.'. , ;• \u25a0 ,-.'•;
-

; . <
:"-\By-tho'ond'Of 'July'.plants grown!/:
under proper, conditions ln-theopcny^. ,

5

SOUTHERN PACIFIC

Until Further Notice
Account Washouts

Train ;No.-4, leaving San; Francisco 9:00 a. '.-'m:^-;
ordinarily,iwill;He :consoliciateci^^with,-vTrain 'N6^:2 v

/ -,(San .'Francisco Overland /timited) j.leaving here \u25a0at*
10:40 .aV;m.-:andrunning;:to!Ogden;via" Portland,' .. handling'.througjiipassengers -for"eastern 5 points.
:\;Train'No:,24;(Tonopahvand\GoldfieldiPassenger)^\
.willjbe run .as .usual, taking care of < local jtraffic be- .

; {t\veen^San :'^ancis^O;ancl- Sparks^ ; ' '' :

-:. :.Train;No.t),, leavings^San 'Francisco at" 6 :40.p. m., -:
v will:run ;as far as -Sparks;^ handiing|sleeper,'totßeno.a'

9 :00 p. m.,'
:^.;;wifl'-carry;;Nq.v6 ?

& aivd Nbr{lo's:tHr6ugh r.passengers y
"

.\u25a0 .ah<l.;\vill;beVrouted' to^Ogden- throughrPortla'hd; ,
' - .'i.-P.assengefs^.taking.^^eVening- train forvpoints. ?be-"

'

>^.'A\yeen;;SacTameiVt'o
:,thereiwill^ernojconnection^withiTrairi^oJilO.i

\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0'.- :•.--\u25a0 ..,* .'..'.5:.. vu- *s . :\u25a0; \u25a0-, \u25a0!«\u25a0 .-. v\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0-- \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'•\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0-\u25a0 . \u25a0
' ..\u25a0< -\u25a0"\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0 . -'• :

- - . "
\u25a0

ADL cigarettes look alike. >THe feature that
\:^^MlM^W^^^M^ îs the blende ;And it's

the blend that makes Gbak different from
others. Itbrings out the best in the different Jw/7/ffflss
tobaccos used, and produces a distinctive mtfSmMJl

thf iriHMroiiman m • Saa Francisco
IMLJUnii DULLIVIAINvUt
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