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METROPOLIS ADORNS
VALLEY WHERE ONCE
WAS DESERT WASTE

Cosmopolitan Community Finds Prosperity,

Peace and Happiness in Center
of the San Joaquin
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WATERLESS TRRIGATION
I ts list of contradictions Fresno
tes ithout water. This is the

1 that stumped James Bryce,
! ambassador. The water
om district canals has, by seepage,
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aved the land leagues away.
Yes Bryce was told  during his
sit here last year, “we irrigate with-

out water.”

“Very interesting, to be sure,” replied
the ambassador, “but if you don’t mind
I'd just like to it for myself, you
know.
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imself the roots penetrating into ‘the
moistened soil and not a canal in sight.
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report to the British government.
The Fresno farmer is, in truth, a

Luther Burbank in his own way. He

generally manages to get what he

wants from his soil and his seed, if not
in one weay, in another. Irrigating
without water is not his sole accom-
plishment in the legerdemain of agri-
culture. He can blast for peaches, and
what's more, he gets them. It hap-
pens that some of the land to the west
ig broken by a hardpan near the sur.
face. For some years this section was
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avoided. One day an experiment was
tried. A hole was drilled in the héard-
pan, powder poured in and a blast set

fl "he caked earth crumbled into

sand. Peach trees were planted and a
uicy fruit resulted. The rush

r t hardpan began.
“COLONIES,” NOT TOWNS
n my has brought the Smyrna
ruition in its new abode in
ounty. A fertilizing wasp was
d by George Roeding, given
vs to the orchard and a new in-
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ranch” means bound-
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about Fresno the clusters of

not towns, they aré ‘“‘colo-
€ people talk of Washington
for instance, and Temperance
which, by the way, boasts one

largest wineries in the state.

| are the settlements, of which

{ are no end, formed by the sub-
ion of large holdings.

3 ese colonies are peculiar to Fresno
in more than name. They are distinet
social centers. Here may be found a
| &eneral assembly hall, the common and

civic center, by the rule of consent set
apart for community use.

It is In this way that Fresno has
overcome the objection of farm isola-
tic The *“colony,” unincorporated

without legal boundary or special regu-
lations, takes on an unwritten govern-
ment. It is the solution of the great
problem that has confronted the lead-
ers of the “back to the land” move-
ment in the eastern states.
SPIRIT OF, CO-OPERATION

A social condition peculiar to Fresno
has thus been evolved. It is co-opera-
tive, first from choice, but ratified by
necessity. The settlers came in
groups from distant homes, dwelt as
neighbors and shared each other's pros-

per{';-. There  were introduced co-op-
erative irrigation and co-operative
marketing. Great crops could come

only through the wise and economical
use of water and this was a task be-
| yond the power of the individual. It
was an undertaking for the commun-
ity, working as one. But the problem
was not solved ewen after the crop had

| been grown. Individual marketing
| proved as ineffective as individual ir-
rigation. Now unified action is the

rule from the sowing of the seed to ‘the
sale of the produce. The imprint of
this community partnership has been
stamped indelibly upon the life in
Fresno. This commercial union among
| the men has its counterpart in the
remarkable development of the club
or social spirit among the women. It
| goes even further. The children frolic
| together in great parks. And so firm-
ly implanted is this trait that the city
18 but recently bonded itself to ac-
quire seven large playgrounds.
AUTOS FOR EVERYBODY

Nature and man's genius have algo
united to objiterate farm isolation. It
may be asserted with safety tRat this
i11 will never afflict Frésno. The level
valley floor, the smooth boulevards and
the well olled roads invite the auto-
moblile and bicyele to a natural habitat.
Fresno city has 30,000 inhabitants. Tt
has 1,000 automobiles. Of bicycles it
| has more than any other city of twice
its size in Ameriea. One chug of the
auto and the car rolls across the valley.
One turn of the pedal and the bicyecle
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GREAT PROJECTS FORETELL
A BRIGHT ERA FOR FRESNO

Drainage District Planned for Vast Territory
Covering 65,000 Acres

Among the great projects which are
in the
Fresno is the establishment of a gigan-
cover about

now under way
tic drainage
65,000 acres.

Drainage is one of the serious prob-

district to

vicinity

of

lems now facing the people of the
San Joaquin wvalley, especially in the
country surrounding Fresno, and the

need for practical co-operative drain-
age has become so great that at last
steps are to be taken in thisg direction.

By drainage, thousands of acres of
land now useless because of their
alkali formation caused by surface

water, will be reclaimed and that por-

tion of the

country,

which is now

a

desert, will be turned into the best of

agricultural land.
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already shown that this can be done.
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FRESNO’S PROSPERITY
TOLD IN FIGURES
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| ¢ Population of city
| § Population of county ..........
{ { County assessment ............
| § Land irrigated (acres) ........
County’s production, 1909 .....
Per capita production .........
Annual raisin crop ...........
Oil production, 1909 .........
Wine output . .,
Lumber
Wheat. barley, comm ..........
Alfalfa
Milk, cream, butter ...........
Callle=.. i i
{ Peaches

* s s s s e v s nasesahee

|

. 30,000
. 60,000
.$55,000,000
. 400,000
.$35,000,000
. 600
. 5,000,000
. 6,250,000
. 2,500,000
. 2,500,000
. 3,500,000
. 2,000,000
. 2,000,000
. 1,750,000
. 1,250,000

A
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ditch are shown, land owners will im-
mediately begin to install laterals.
TO BUILD BOULEVARD

A map of the proposed district has
already been prepared and the city
engineer of Fresno is now making esti-
mates as to the exact cost.

To secure this drainage a district
will be formed similar to the Modesto
and Turlock irrigation districts, The
government of this district will be en-
tirely separate from any county gov-
ernment, although it will be under the

direct supervision of the board of su-
pervisors. The city of Fresno will not
be included in the proposed district.

Other projects which are now under
way include the building of a big
boulevard on both sides of Dry creek,
a stream of water running along the
northern boundary of the city. -It is
the intention of the promoters to make
this a park boulevard, and already
practically -1l the deeds for a right of
way have been secured. This drive will
be one of the scenic features of thig
city.

Plans are also being formulated for
the building of a Catholic boys' college
in this city. The site for the college
has already been purchased and plans
are now being drawn for the proposed
buildings. Tt is expected that the con-
struction of the college buildings will
start this summer.

HOTELS FOR FUTURE

The erection of two large hotels with-
in the city are two other big enter-
prises now under way. One of these

will cost about $200,000. The construc-
tion of the Fresno-Hanford interurban
railroad, an electric line, is & matter of
only a few months. . Rights of way are
also being secured for an electric in-
terurban line to Coalinga.

The city of Fresno has just voted
bonds for a big convention hall to ac-
commodate the many conventions which
now assemble in this city,

Not only are the people and the city
of Fresno planning many large propo-
sitions, but the two railroads now oper-
ating here are also planning big exten-
sions.

The Santa Fe now has under con-
struction new freight yvards which will
be among the largest in the west, while
the Soutiiern Pacific is now erecting
fwo mammoth sheds to accommodate
,the great freight traffic which is han-
dled through Fresno.

These are some of the larger pfjec
which are under way in this city, ?3':
there are nummerous smaller ones, also

olt great tmportance to the future of the
city. :

hotels will be six storles in height and"

BEAUTIFUL RESIDENCES LINE

AVENUES AND BOULEVARDS

Dweilings Equipped With Spacious Verandas
.and Artistic Pergolas

Gazing across the San Joaquin valley | Fresno in an-atmosphere as distinctive

from the heights of the Sierras or from
the undulating roll of the Coast range,
one is impressed in summer by the vast,
even sweep of the plains, blotched here
and there by white streaks of alkal!
and spotted with clusters of green
marking some hidden town on the
river's bank. In winter, in spring and

in autumn dead gray, green and brown {

hold their respective season's sway.
Hidden in the mist of the distance are
the many rough creases and gentle roll-
ing knolls made by the winds in ages
past, when sand and silt were blown
into mounds and banks on the desert

in the way that the current forms bars
and shoals.

Come down from the mountains on
to the floor of the valley and you wiil
see yhy nature wrought during the
yvears to form these great ripples in the
soil. Come into the very heart of the
San Joaquin, the center of California,
and you will see: - how people sought
them out to build a clfy, the city of
Fresno about and over them.

Fresno, that is, the city proper, lies
for the most part on the floor of the
valley, but to the east and to the north
are the resldence districts—Arlington
Heights on the one hand and North
Park on the other—the two wings of
the city, where are the beautiful homes
of her people. It is not that the resi-
dences stand aloof from the valley, for
the rise”is imperceptible, but when one
gazes toward the west the difference is
realized.

i
HOMES OF RARE BEAUTY

Starting from the busy hustling cen-
ter of the city, broad even boulevards
spread out-and are 1ost in the distance,
lined on either side with glistening
rows of the stately poplar or graceful
beech. Things are flat, but there is a
beauty, a peace over all that shrouds

las that of San Francisco,

‘ Spacious homes nf'in:xwwinz architec-
|ture line the avenues.
{ornamented with low beamed pergolas
{and deep comfortable which
hold a coolness in the shadow and re-
|cesses even on the hottest day in sum-
mer. Well kept lawns are everywhere
about, most inviting to the eye with a

porches

{gloss not uniike the sheen of satin.
{ Trim 1ittle gardens hold a world of
{surprises at every turn with clinging
vines and clustereq shrubbery. Grace-

fully drooping from many a low broad
{porch pergola are the heavy scented
{blossoms of the wistaria in appealing
| profusion, the delicately tinted masses
of color blending with the green of the
follage and the soft brown of weather-
stained shingles. There is scarce a
home, whether it be of brick, of
shingles or painted white, that does not
reflect an artistic spirit. The people of
Fresno have solved a problem. They
hawe built beautiful homes in a spot
seemingly designed for them by nature
and have avoided. the tragedy of rows
of houses in which similarity marks
monotony.

NEW DISTRICTS ADDED

Ten years ago the city limits were at
Nielsen avenue, easily visible from the
center of town. They were extended
in time and but g fortnight ago were
advanced again, taking in 340 acres
more, every lot valued at $300. Lots
at that price were to be had 10 years
ago on the line of the old town limit
Lots in that district are now selling
for $1,000.

To ‘the northwest of the North park
district lies Roeding park, a beautiful
city sgarden. A dot here and there
apart from the residence section indi-

cates where one day a swarm of houses
will spread allout the park.

ILUTHER BURBANK’S |
| OPINION OF FRESNO|

It seems to me

developed at all.

.

“The Fresno region is a beautiful country, but in reality it is hardly

greatest stage of development 1s before it. I think the land will be found
_valyable for products which the people do not think of now.” .

that it has not been touched. Its

The houses are |

FRESNO TAKES
A HIGH PLACE
AMONG CITIES

| Industries Proclaim It One of
the State’s Big Market
Centers

i i

| Serves as Distributing Point for
a Large and Prosperous
Country

IProgressive People Build Thriv-
ing Municipality Where
Once Was Desert

(Prepared The Call b A. L.

Hobbs, presideant of the Fresno chamber

for

of commeree, and William Robertson,

secretary of the Fresno chamber of
commerce.)

Fresno city is the county seat 4
Fresno county and is situated in the
exact center of the state of California.

As a city its growth has been phe-
nomenal, it having become one of the
largest shipping centers in the state,
and also the distributing point for a
large distriet and rapidly increasing
population. The business part of the
city is composed of medern buildings
and the stores are conducted on a scale
of efficiency that is metropelitan. The
stocks are large, varied and well se-

lected, enabling store
cheice selections of
to be
as San Francisco and

patrons to make

merchandise that

are not usually found outside eof
large cities such
Los Angeles. The
maintained a keen, healthy
tion, which has kept prices reasomable

and has been a great factor in drawing

merchants have

competi-

an immense patronage from other
points throughout the San Joaquin
valley.

The courthouse is a handsome struc-
ture, beautifully situated in its exten-
sive grounds, which are thickly planted
with shade trees, that from underneath
are inviting. as shelter and resting
places. The city hall is also a splen-
did building, erected five yvears age at
a cost of $70,000. It is of solid c¢on-
| struction, ornate in appearance, con-
| venient in its interior arrangements
Iand a fitting monument to the enter-
| prise of the people of this great com-
mugity.

FINE PUBLIC BUILDINGS

A handsome federal building also

graces one of the principal city ecor-

ners, in which are housed the postoffice

and r departmenis of the federal
also possesses a public li-
brary, h cost $30,000, the gift of

Andrew Carnegie, containing 10,000 veol-
umes, and a Young Men's Christian as-
sociation building splendidly equipped,
which cost $65,000.

There are filve commercial banks in
the city, with deposits averaging close
upon $7,000,000; also one People's sav-
| ings bank, which combines with it a
| strong bullding and loan society
! There daily newspapers,
:nn» morning and two evening.
{- The inJdustrial interests
are rapidly increasing,
are a large flour mily three planing
‘mills, two macaroni factories, a
brewery, several agricultural
ery and wagon manufacturing
r large number of machine
several iron foundries, eight
three soda water works,
| eigar factories, 14 large fruit
!ing I oL
!
|
|
|

are-three
of the

among which

large
machin-
works,
works,
garages
several
pack-
ring

COoOD~

houses, two manufact
plants, three large creameries, a
erage with an exten manufact
ing ecapacity, a large k and
works and also a large number
other enterprises of various kinds.
Fresno possesses good hotel accom-
modations, the demand for which is
constantly increasing. There are at
present four large hotels, and a fAfth
is in process of construction, the esti-
mated_cost of which is $300,000.
The®rity also has an unlimited sup-
ply of the purest and best water.in the

air-
tile

of

ori

state. Among its other utilities are
an excellent gas and electrie nt
supply and efficient telephone service

Electric car lines extending over 12
miles supply the’city with transporta-
tion facilities. There is also an inter-
urban road running seven miles east
of the city, and one in course of con-
| struction which will serve a large
part of the southwestern part of the
county and reach inte Hanford, the
county seat of Kings county.

MANY CITY PARKS .

Fresno is well supplied with ecity
parks, foremost among which ls the
famous Roeding park, the gift of
Frederick Roeding, and which forms a
splendid exposition of the landsgape
gardener’'s art. The park commission,
and especially Charles Chambers,
deserve the thanks of the community
for the splendid work in transforming
an arid sand hill into one of the meost
beautiful parks in California. "

There are also Commercial park, Ho-
bart park and Recreation park, the
latter supplied with open air theater,
and various attractions sulted te out-
door amusements. Zapp's park is also
4 favorite place of amusement, con-
taining many interesting exhibits of
birds and animals, and a lake for boat-
ing. The famous Courtheuse park, to
which we have already referred, covers
many acres in extent and s a favorite
resting plaece, especially in the heated
term, because of its being beautifully
wooded and provided with every ac-
commeodation for the comfort of visit-
ors.

Few cities excel Fresno in the archi-
tectural character of Its residences,
and If pretty homes, well kept lawns,
good sidewalks and clean streets are
any evidence of wealth and refinement,
Fresno city certainly shows them.

There are 40 churches In Freano,
representing almeost every shade of
religious belief.

The educational advantages of the
city are excellent and of a high stand-
ard. #There are 12 schools with an ag-
gregate attendance of 5,000 pupils. The
high school is accredited to the Uni.
versity of California.

Fresno is famed for its ladies’ clubs,
the extent and character of their work
being of a very high order. The bduild.
ing owned by the Ladies” Parlor lec-
ture club is a handsome and convenient
structure, well suited to the purposes
for which it was deSigned,

Fresno js also rieh in fraternal or-
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