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Next Friday the whole country must
stand up and be counted. Read in The
Sunday Call tomorrow what this census
really means.
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October, 100S

—
Between San Fran-

cisco and jHawaii
—

2,0!)S mile*.
July, 100S

—
Between ' San Diego

and Vnlteil States warnhlpn
5,900 mile*.

October, IJK>i>—Between San Frnn-
*Cisco and United States army

transport*
—

:{,."(»<> miles.
February, lfH)l)—Between Point

liiiina nml Hot *«»n
—

X."»:57 milen.
Aovemlier, 1009— Between San

'Francisco nnd steamer Korea-*—
-1..%««> mile*.

ZVove.nilier. l!>O>y—Between San
l-'rnnciMco and Jnn«nc»e. nta-
lion*

—
.">."•»lmllen.

April, 1010— Between San Fran-..cinco and Key "\Ve.at, Fla.—•
3,600 milcH,but overland, where
high mountains might Inter-
fere.

The course of Halley s comet in passing between the earth and the sun and I
a portrait of the wanderer's discoverer. |

CABINET HELP IS
WANTEDBYTAFT

SUPPORT SOLICITED
FOR "RAISINDAY"

After being brutally assaulted by one
of his guards, TV. G. Collins, a military

convict from Alcatraz, tried to run
away yesterday morning on the army
transport dock and was instantly shot
down and killed. Although the killing

of Collins was done in the line of duty

and is regarded as a grim military
necessity, much sympathy was ex-
pressed for the dead man, who, dazed
from a cruel and unnecessary blow,

may not have realized what he was do-
ing when he ran.

Collins and oth^r prisoners had been
brought from Alcatraz under the usual
guard to transfer cement from the
wharf to the steamer General Mifflin.
J. J. Curran, a government clerk em-
;ployed on the dock and engaged in
checking tho cement as the prisoners

carried it away, told the story of the
shooting.

Struck Blow With Rifle
"The prisoners were hustling the

bags away so fast," he said,- "that I
had difficulty in keeping chock, and I
was just about to ask Serpeant Doyle,

who was in charge of the guard, to
have the men go a little easier, when

onfi of the guards rushed up to' Collins
and said:

"'Dig in, you ! Move faster.'
'Collins replied that he was doing his

best. The guard waited until Collins'

head was turned and then struck the
-

prisoner a terrific blow on the neck
|with the butt end of the ride. I
thought the.man was going to fall. He
staggered a little and then seemed to
take a brace on himself, lie pulled his
cap down over his eyes and pressed his
lips tightly together. Iwatched him
closely because Iexpected to see him
drop. As Ilooked I.saw tears roll
down his checks... All of a sudden he
turned and ran up the dock. The
guards began to shoot and a few min-
utes later the guard who had struck
him returned and said:

"
'1 got the .'

"

Shooting Endangers Lives
The shooting endangered the lives of

a number of dock employes and one
bullet is said to have knocked a

feather out of the hat of a woman who
was leaving the dock. Henry Linder-
blad and John O'Brien stepped almost

into the line of fire. Linderblad said
that one bullet went so close that it
stung his little finger.

Collins was mortally wounded be-
fore he emerged from the wharf shed,

but he continued to run. The guard
kept up the fire and at last he fell
dead about half way between the shed
and the dock gate. The ambulance was
summoned from the harbor hospital,

but the services of the surgeon were
not needed and the body was turned
over to the coroner.

Eleven shots were fired at Collins
and four of them, all in the back, took

effect. Any one of the wounds would
have killed him.

Rain of Bullets Fired at
Fleeing Man

Number of Lives Endangered by

Military Prisoner, Dazed From
Assault by Guard, Makes

Dash for Liberty

Arrangements have been made for
big displays of raisins on all the big
trans-Atlantic steamship lines from
now until Raisin day. Those lines will
also serve raisin "bread, pastry- and
other d*lshes.

At a meeting of the Raisin day com-
mittee today it was decided to give
every school child in Fresno county
two post cards to be mailed to eastern
friends on April16, postal card day. In
doing this about 25.000 postal cards
will be sent out by the school children
alone.

One of the elaborate features of the
campaign will be an automobile can-vass of the San Joaquin valley, to be
made on April13 and 16. Delegations
from this city will go out In machines
to all the towns in the San Joaquin
valley and urge the support of thepeople there.

commerce and at that time they will
urge the members of that body present
to lend their support to the raisin day
movement. .Addresses on "Raisin Day"
will be delivered at the banquet by
local representatives.

FRESNO, April S.—Members of the
California raisin day committee will
go to Coalinga tomorrow night to at-
tend the banquet to be given there in
honor of the San Francisco chamber of
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Fresno Citizens Will Ask for
Aid of San Francisco

Businessmen
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PANIC IS CAUSED BY
EXPLOSION IN THEATER

Accidents' Narrowly Averted
When Motorcycle Collapses

NEW YORK, April B—Panic broke
out among 1,000 spectators at the Al-
hambra theater in Harlem v tonight
when the gasoline tank of a motor-
cycle ridden by a young woman on the
stage exuploded and sheets of flame
curtained the cage around the* track.

Agnes Hatfield of Newark, N. J..
known on the stage as Cedora, had
reached a speed of 45 miles an hour
around the small spherical track when
her motorcycle collapsed.

Its fall smashed the gasoline tank,
scattering gasoline over the floor. An
explosion followed and the cage be-
came a mass of flames:

Mrs. Hatfield was bruised, but at-
tendants, beat out the flames before
she was seriously burned. ,

ZDWABD C. de GEOFF, JT/NEAU MERCHANT.
Janoan, Alaska. AprilS.

—
Kdward C. <1«» GrotT.

the oldest m»rrhsnt in Aluft'.n and oworr «(
mlaablp gold minine property, dl^d in SitWa
l*»t nisbt of drofay. n<s bailt tlie first cabin
on Courthouse tull, Jaucau.

LICK OBSERVATORY, Mount
Hamilton. April 8.

—
After an

absence of four weeks, during
which it was passing by the sun and
its brilliancy lost in the glare of the
latter, Halley's comet was sighted
from here at 4:40 a. m. today by Prof.
W. W. Campbell and others con-
cctedn with the observatory. It was
visible for about 15 minutes and ap-
peared somewhat fainter than was
expected. Otherwise its appearance
coincided in every way with the pre-
dictions.

"The faintness of the comet," said
Professor Campbell, "was due to the
bright sky after dawn. Nothing but
the head could be seen .the tail being
lost in the glare of the sun.

When it appeared today it was
150,000,000 miles from the earth, but
will, approach nearer as

-
time pro-. presses until May 18, when It will be

but 11.000.000 miles distant from us.
After that time it willgradually draw-
away.

Visible May18
"Until May" IS Halley's comet will

be a mornins object, becoming visible
before the first rays of dawn, and
after that time it will be an evening
object and will be fairly conspicuous
during the last half of May.

"Itis unsafe to predict the bright-
ness of a comet and for that reason I
do not care to say just when it will
become visible to the naked eye. but
Ibelieve it will be two weeks before
it will be possible for us at the ob-
servatory to see it without the aid oC
telescopes and a week or two later
before it will be apparent to those in

j the valley. The people -will have a
greater difficulty in seeing it on ac-
count of the irlare of the electric lights

;of the city and there is a possibility
t for that reason that it will not be
visible from San Francisco at all. It
depends upon its brightness and that,
as Isaid, is unsafe to predict.

WillPass Through Tail
"We will pass through the tail of

the comet on the night of May 18 and
will take several hours In so doing.

Imay say that no danger need be
feared. There may be a glow in the
sky and perhaps a meteoric display,
but apart from this harmless and beau-
tifulphenomenon nothing willoccur to
affect human lives on earth.

"Until May IS the comet will be vis-
ible just before dawn, and those who
intend to watch for it would do well
to remember that the sun is rising ear-
lier daily. After May 18 it will be
west of the sun and will be visible
after sunset."

BERKELEY, April B.—Professor A.
O. Leuschner, head of the department

of astronomy here, has reported that
the comet has not been seen with the
campus telescope on account of the
glare of the sun._ According to publication sent to the
University of California by Camille
Flammarion. the eminent French sci-
entist, the tail of the comet will be-
come visible in June. He has pointed

out that durin gits perihelion passage

of November 18 of 1835 the comet ap-
peared to be shorn of Its appendage,

but gathered it ,up once more when
leaving the neighborhood of the earth.

CAPETOWN. April 8.
—

The observa-
tory, here sighted Halley's comet this
morning for the first time since the
passing of the sun.

Is 15,000,000 Miles Away, bni
Will Come Within Only

14,000,000 Miles

MAYNOT BE SEEN
HERE WITH NAKED EYE

OWING TO SUN'S GLARE
TAIL WAS NOT SEEN

Halley's Comet Visible at Lick
Observatory According to \

Predictions

Six other letters were found, ad-
dressed as follows: Miss Jennie Luce,
631 Merrimac street, Oakland: Fred
Farr, 222 South Hancock street, Los
Angeles; R. F. Whitten, 1508 Lemon
street. Long Beachr Miss Clara Harold-
son and Miss Hazel Haroldson, both at
226 Sixth avenue, 1 Seattle.

"I have no friends or relatives to
look, so just 'plant' me. Please make
sure that Iam dead."

Another note was left to the coroner,1
as follows:

"Please forgive me for this act. Mail
the letters you willfind to their respec-
tive addresses. Itis my last request."

OAKLAND, April B.—E. H. Hyer, a
shingler, 35 years old, who lived at 1262
Franklin street, committed suicide last
night by opening the gas jets in his.
room and closing the door and windows
fast. The reason for his' act is not
known, but the landlady, Mrs. Mabel
Walts, says that he had appeared to be
depressed. Hyer left Mrs. Walts a short
note as follows:

Shinglers Tires of Life Without
Friends or Relatives

SUICIDE DISCOVERED IN
HIS GAS FILLED ROOM
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WASHINGTON, April S—Despite.de-

nials it is regarded as certain that
within a year. President Taft willprac-
tically have a new cabinet. But four
of the present members will be in of-

fice. These are Attorney General Wlck-
ersham. Secretary of Agriculture Wil-
son,' Secretary of Commerce and Labor
Nagel and Secretary of the Na\T Meyer.

Those to leave within a year .are
Secretary of State Knox,"Secretary of

the
'

Interior Ballinger, Postmaster

General Hitchcock, Secretary of War

Dickinson and Secretary of the Treas-
ury MacVeagh.

Secretary Knox's present frame of
mind is described as "sore." , He has

stood up under much criticism of his
state department methods,- the presi-
dent has not come ito his assistance,

and* his fellow members of the cabinet
have not helped matters. Some of the
latter were made angry by the readi-
ness with which the .country accepted

the, idea that Knox was to be. premier

of the cabinet and the president's chief
advisor. ,

Knox's friends .told him; that -.noth-
ing could keep- him out of the presi-
dency ifhe went into President Taft"s
cabinet and \made himself the biggest

figure in.it. Now.Knox is said to;have

discovered
'

that not -he,
'

but,Attorney

General iWlckersham^ is the big man in
the cabinet. .The last straw of all was
Wickersham's selection' as the one to;

make the administration's keynote
speech in,,the coming , congressional

campaign. He will deliver the speech,
reading the insurgents out of the re-
publican' party,iSaturday night' at Chi-:
cago; -

/\u25a0'
"

Secretary, MacVeagh is willing;to*>tay

in office, but the
'Stand, pat lea'dersiof

tne senate, who say. he is a free" trader,
are hostile.- ;" :'
i Dickinson's: friends say he
is finding it'irksome to'sit as a demo-
crat at a-i republican 'council tabled
Postmaster :'. General Hitchcock Is to
manage the • corigressionaljcampaign.". Secretary . Ballinger has frequently
professed a jto /relinquish the
burden of his office,tbut has. stayed in.
thus far onthe pretext that ;he did not
wish to'reslgn' "under fire." \u25a0

Five Now Employed
'

Have
"Grven Notice" That They

Do Not Like "Place"

Miss McFarland is a graduate of one
of the eastern- universities and is a
member of the Kappa _ Alpha Theta
sorlorlty. Her brother. "Jack" McFar-
land. is a Stanford graduate, member
of the Zeta Pal fraternity and was
captain of the track team In1907.

'

Balfour and his bride will leave forEurope on an extended wedding trip,
but will return to Burlingame about
September I. While in Great Britain
they .will:spend a' portion of their time
on the estate of Robert Balfour in
Scotland. i*

.The wedding, which is set for 2
o'clock, willbe a brilliant affair. The
ceremony will be celebrated in the
Church of the Angels in the southern
city. .'..:'.

BURLIXGAME. April B.—A wedding
that is. of.Interest to society will be
solemnized In Los Angeles tomorrow
\u25a0when Miss • Ruth MeFarland. daughter
of Mrs. 'J. D..McFarland and niece of
the late Justice McFarland. will be-
come the bride of Alexander Balfour,
society and club man \u25a0 of Burlingame
and son of Robert Balfour. senior mem-
ber of the firmof Balfour, Guthrie &Co.

Alexander Balfour of Burling-
ame Will Wed inLos Angeles
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MISS RUTH McFARLAND
BECOMES A BRIDE TODAY

McKinnon was a native of Michigan.
51 years old. He came to California in
his boyhood. He had liveQ in Oakland
for 32: years.

He leaves a widow, Mrs. Clara B.
McKinnon, and two daughters, Mrs.
William G. Fogerty and Miss Gladys
McKinnon. ; . :'-'."\u25a0

*
\u25a0

OAKLAND,April B.—John A. Mc-
Kinnon, for many years one .of the
leading merchant tailors of Oakland,
died this morning at his residence, 471
Twenty-seventh .street, after a long
illness, from Bright's disease.

John A. McKinnon Succumbs
After Long-Illness

PROMINENT MERCHANT
TAILOR PASSES AWAY

It is expected that by tomorrow
night every house in the city will be
provided with the census blanks. This

will allow a week's time in which to
study the questions, so that at the ap-

pointed time there will be no difficulty
In answering them satisfactorily.

"This work," he said, "must be done
thoroughly and systematically, and the
efforts of the merchants ought to prove

of great help. Interest in having a cor-
rect census should not rest with the

merclrants alone. The matter should

!>e seriously considered by every per-

son in the community. It is a simple
task that the government requires, and
the community will,be helping itself
by helping the government In obtain-
ing: a full and correct report.

John I. Walters of D. N. & E.
Walters has 'charge of the census tak-
ing in that store and will begin work
[immediately.

Equally emphatic in their indorse-
ments of aiding the ennumerators
were Leon Roos of Roos Brothers, P.
Verdisr of the City of Paris and J. L*
Samuels of the Lace House, all of
whom declared they were ready to as-
sist the federal authorities.

"I have posted a house order call-
ing attention to the census," said Fred

Dohrmann of Xathan-Dohrmann com-
pany, "and will do everything1 possible

to facilitate the work of the enumerat-
ors. It is an important work, and
every citizen should do his utmost in
helping the government in getting a
correct report."

Aid Federal Authorities
"

gard. Ifeel sure that the merchants
willaid in the work with great pleas-

ure and they will be of invaluable as-

sistance to the department. Apart from
obtaining a list of the employes in the
White House, it is our intention to
have a window display, giving 24
translations of the official call."

Ita;<hael Weil of the White House

said that the merchants of the city

could not pay too much attention to the
approaching census. "The entire com-
munity," he said, •"should be awake to

the work that is going on in this re-

•it is a matter of vital importance,"
said Andrew 3LDavis of the Emporium,

"and no effort should be spared to

liave the returns as complete as possi-

ble. The work of preparing a list of
the 1.200 employes of the Emporium

will be probably under the direct su-
pervision of B. F.Schlcssinger. Itwill

be a comparatively simple matter for

us to make out the returns and will
take far less time than it would the
census enumerators."

The sentiment among the merchants

on the census question is the same. All
are intent oh obtaining- a fulland com-
plete report, realizing that the result
Tvillnot alone affect the representation

of the city in congress and the state
legislature, but will regulate also the

state and federal money appropriations

for public work.

Of Vital Importance

In the White House Haphael Weill
lias jriven the matter personal atten-

tion and already hay complete returns

of half of the ?00 employes working

there. At N'athan-Dohrmann company

notices have been circulated among

the employes giving a schedule of the
questions to be answered and calling

attention to the importance of making

out a correct report. Similar steps are

to be taken by every large store in

the city and requests are being made
daily for the necessary blanks and
mailing envelope*.. The expeetaions

are that by-April15 a complete return

of the employes of all the department

stores willbe In the hands of Captain

Baldwin.

SAN FRANCISCO merchants are
volunteer certsus supervisors.

To catch every individual who
may possibly be reached, the merchants
and businessmen who are large em-
ployers already have begun a .syste-

matic campaign to aid Census Super-

visor George B. Baldwin inhis work of
giving San Francisco the highest pos-

sible enumeration. In the larger stores

of the city tlic merchants have de-

tailed part of their office forces to pre-

pare full and complete listh of the
employes. To each employe will be

given a sample sheet to be filled out

for the census enumerator wtr(?n he

calls at the home of the individual.

Stores AidCensus Men

Employes in Great Department
Stores Given Sample Sheet

of Questions Asked

Launch Systematic Campaign to
Lighten Work of Federal

Enumerators

Importance to City of Securing

Full and Complete Returns
Is Emphasized

For continuing the improvement of
the Sacramento and Feather rivers the
amount was increased from $15,000 to
$30,000.

The appropriation for Improving Los
Angales harbor amounting to $200,000
was a new item and carried a similar
provision regarding dredging plant.

WASHINGTON. AprilB.—lnthe river
and harbor bill,as reported to the sen-
ate today, the appropriation for Oak.
land harbor is not changed, but a pro-
vision is made that in the event that
reasonable bids are hot forthcoming,
enough of the appropriation may b*
used to purchase of construct a dredg-
ing plant.
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Provision Made Against Unrea*
sonably High Bids

OAKLAND HARBOR BILL
FAVORABLY REPORTED

OXNARD, April S.
—

Former Senator
(^Thomas B. Bard suffired a relapse at 7

o'clock tonight'and since that hour his
condition has been very low. Members
of the, family are at the bedside and
will remain throughout the night.
Practically all hope of his recovery has
been abandoned.

BARD SUFFERS RELAPSE;
END EXPECTED SOON

\u0084T wo unusual fires/ occurring simul-
taneously-,, within three blocks of -each
other, provided a busy- half hour for
the department -yesterday afternoon,
about 5 o'clock.* An electric motor in
theFalls manufacturing company's fac-
tory, at..317 First *street burst into

iflames, rand Isawdu-st accumulated upon
the:r roof ;of jHardwood door "and
panel -company's <mill at -250 Mission
street- etiught- fire from a spark. Both

blazes were, extinguished inshort order.

TWO UNUSUAL FIRES
ARE QUICKLY PUT OUT

RANSOM POWErjT.. HEAUDSBUHG PIONEE3—
H<*rt!il.*lvirs..*.«rU S.

—
U.insom Powell, a vrenU

thy pioneer of Sonoma county, died at his horns
hfre trxlay nt the ««<• at »7 years. P«w*U'
came to California from Illinois in 1333 ao>t

B Inrated in ncpaUMrors In» mercantile boslaeoa.
Be later enjased la raachLni.

t ~Sister 1Patricius .was .related to^Rev.
Dominic •Spellman, % formerly of the
Church of the Annunciation in Chicago,
and •Sister.^ Kmnianuel:; Superioress, a
memberv.of "Our Lady's Homa^convenV
in'Fruitva.le.:- . | ]$$£&

-Sister Patricius was;born in County
Mayo; Ireland, -and entered; the congre-
gation ofUhe Sisters 'or Notre t>a me; in
1860.. Thlrty-four years of her. life as a
sister, .were "spent as a.member' of the
society here. /:\u25a0 '; ;. "-AS' pX'-i: ':'.*'i'\u25a0''\u25a0\u25a0 '\u25a0\u25a0

.SANTA-CL.ARA,AprilS.^Sister Mary
Patricius -of,Notre Dame convent, Santa
Clarß.- ;died at that institution here to-
night.1 aged 90 years.; .•; y : V

-
.:>
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NUN CALLED BY-DEATH
AT AGE OF NINETY/YEARS

SANTA CRUZ,' AprilS.—The Southern
Pacific is involved in another; damage
suit in this county, UJ. Hilman Irnv-
ing brought suit for $25,000 because -of
injuries sustained when "his rig:was
hit by a::train- at Eccles'in 1 the, Santa
Cruz mountains November ;-i last year.

{Special Dispatch to The Call]

SOUTHERN PACIFIC IS
SUED FOR BIG DAMAGES

A wireless record was made recently,

when the Pacific Mail steamship Korea

talked with the station on Russian hill

when at a distance of 4,500 miles from
this port. This is not exactly a new
record, however, when compared with
the hearing of the Japanese messages,

but it is a new record from a ship at
sea. ,

The United wireless company has re-
cently completed one of the largest and
moßt powerful' stations on the Pacific
coast on the Crocker tract. It consists
of two masts, each 203 feet in height,

situated 493 feet apart and with their
bases resting on ground at an altitude
of 250 feet.

In the station is a 15 kilowatt set,

the largest in'use on the Pacific coast
and capable of transmitting messages
3,500 miles under all conditions

-
and

probably from 5.000 to 6,0(t0 miles under
the most favorable conditions. No at-
tempts have yet been made to send
messages to. the Atlantic coast. al-
though it would be possible with the
large power stations now located in or
near this city. /,- , ,

Several Records Made Here
Alaska can and does send 1 messages

to east/coast stations at the. present
time, but the stations in that territory

are under government control and are
much larger than the commercial, sta-
tions here. San Francisco has estab- j
lished several records in receiving
wireless messages— several of them
from much' longer distances than Key
West, but none of them for such *a. dis-
tance overland.' ',\ •' . .

'\u25a0This is the first time we have heard
the east coast, at this station,"
Tues in speaking, of the record yester-

day. "We have heard ticking fronvtn*e
east at \u25a0 least 'we

'
thinkfwe -.havW

—but we have never been positive of it
untir the other night.- I;did not know
it for, sure at that. time,:until.l. »p Oke
of itIto? the other operators, one "of
whom only recently from "the
east .and' ,who wa*?famt Ifar with|the
signals^ which are changed rather^fre-quentlj;/ -We intend , to, try inra vfew
days to send messages :to the Atlantic.

San Francisco is.at last in commu-
nication with the cast coast of the
United States by wireless.

The feat was accomplished Thurs-
day night by A. Y. Tuel, night oper-
ator for the United Wireless Tcle-
grraph company; at the Tlillcrcst sta-
tion. The messages sped from Key
West, Fla., and were directed to Nor-
folk, Va. San Francisco was not
"butting in on the line," but Thursday

was an exceptional wirpiess night and
the • operator had no difficulty, after
studying the signals along the east
coast, in ascertaining the he was Hs-

• teningr to mV- sages from the Atlantic
ocean. '

' *
V

-
San Francisco operators do not know

the signals of the east coast, but an
eastern operator, recently of the
United States signal service on the At-
lantic coast, interpreted the message.

Longest Distance Over Land
Thursday night's achievement is iy>t

the first wireless message received on

this coast from Atlantic stations. Mes-
sages have been received from Massa-

chusetts wireless stations as late as
last February, but never from such a
distanc* as from Key West across the :

continent.
"We have, received messages from

greater distances than Key West," said

Tuel yesterday, "but never across the
continent, where there might have been
serious interference with the high

mountain ranges."

In November, 1908, the United wire-
less station on Russian hillheard mes-
sages between ports in Japan, but on
account of the code used by that coun-
try it was impossible to interpret them.
The distance was nearly 6,000 miles, but

it was across the sea, where there was
no Interference.

Largest Station on Coast

The San Francisco Call. Y£pT~g#DAY—Cloudy }west/ wind; maxf-
fmum fempcraiure.r 60 j-minimum, 50.

FOREJOASp FOR WQPAY—Unsettled,
. witliTbccasional showers in th&'morning; mod-

croUe''soMlfp^l^nd^ "^j \u25a0',/'
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