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living conditions, greater
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prosperity th

1# committee on agriculture of the
ate, under the guidance of Chair-
man Dolliver, is unanimously in favor of

a proposed bill having this end in view,
and there is not an enemy to it on the
side. Through legislative com-
mittee hearings the voice of the people
has been heard, and that voice is prac-
tically The bjll is about to
g0 over to the house side, where it was
first introduced, but was not allowed to
come committee. There
the house side who op-
pose the bill. They are Speaker Can-
and Representatives and
Scott, whom he controls through com-

senate

unaniomus.

out of

are
three men in

non Tawney

mittee appointments. The latter is
chairman of the house committee on
agriculture. These men have not al-
lowed the bill to come to a vote. Rep-

resentative Davis of Minnesota was re-
moved from his position on the com-
mittee on agriculture because he insist-
ed on this. But when the bill comes
over from the senate, with its accumu-
lation of indorsements, its progress can
not be by
oppbse it

stopped the few men who
The first step of the vocational edu-
cation act recognizes the fact that
teachers are not available to carry on
the work that the bill intends to
augurate. It, therefore, appropriates
$1,000,000 a year to be placed in normal
schools and used In instructing pros-
pective teachers in agriculture, trades,
industries and home economics. It is
expected that in two years there will
be sufficient instructors available to
start the main features of the work.
Therefore, the main features of the
bill can not be operative until 1913.
At that time an additional $10,000,000
a year will be available. Roughly, this
will give $25,000 a year to each con-
gressional district, or 400 schools for
the entire country. In the farming
districts $20,000 of the money will be
used in maintaining an agricultural
high school and $5,000 in maintaining
a demonstration farm. In the city dis-
tricts the whole fund will be useq for
instruction in trades, industries and
home economics. But every community
in the nation, city or country, will have
its industrial school
These national funds are given con-
ditionally. The districts receiving
them must raise an amount equal to
them and must provide grounds, build-
ings and equipment. The federal money,
as stated in the bill, is to be used for
“instruction” only. This assures the
national government that in every case
there will be an adequate fund for the
maintenance of a creditable institution.
The national government has proved
that this scheme will work. As early
as 1862, under the Merrill act, the fed-
eral government appropriated funds for
the maintenance of colleges of agricul-
ture and mechanical arts. Each state
now gets $80,000 to be used for-this
purpose, the appropriations having in-
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creased from time to time as the idea
gained in popularity. This was the
basis of the vocational education idea
which is but now maturing on so large
a scale. In this original plan the
states were required to furnish sums
equal to those provided by the na-
tional government. As a matter of
fact, they have voluntarily provided
sums that have amounted to 10 times
those required by the law. In every
case the federal fund has merely proved
a nucleus around which a great insti-
tution has developed. This agricultural
and mechanical work has proved the
most popular education in the nation.
Educators, therefore, hold that it is
proved that additional amounts appro-
priated by the government for this sup-
plementary education will. be greatly
augmented in each locality receiving it.

In this way two links in a voca-
tional education are assured. The state
university supplemented by the norinal
school is provided for. Then the pres-
ent bill provides for the agricuirural
or mechanical high school. The: third
link is the consolidated rural school,
the best school in the nation today and
one that is developing rapidly in mauy
farming communitfes.

The consolidated rural school is
formed by bringing together a number
of small district schools. Five schools
of 20 pupils each may be combined into
one school of 100 pupils. This central
bfg school may be well built, well
equipped, graded. It may be supplied
with three teachers of special training
with the same money that was required
to employ five inferior teachers. The
old system where one teacher in a one
room schoolhouse heard 30 recitations
a day is superseded by the graded
school where the teacher has a third
as many. 5

This consolidation idea depends upon :
one -thing—hauling the children to"

‘going. on about him than in the
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school. The greater size of the dis-
trict makes the distance too great for
walking and wagons are maintained at
the public expense. These leave the
outskirts of the district and gather
the children as they go, reversing at

evening. It works practically. There
are .600 successful consolidated rurei
schools in the country today. There

are scores of them in Indiana, Yowa,
Minnesota, = Massachusetts, Virginia,
Georgla. They are a proven success.
There are today In the United States
300,000 isolated rural schools. Of those
200,000 might be consolidated into
30,000 larger schools. The remaining
100,000 are so situated that they must
remain isolated, but much may be done
in preparing especially fitted teachers.

The model ‘consolidated -rural school
is situated in the open country with 10
acres .of land ‘about it. It is. substan-
tially built of brick, two storied, four
roomed, well built, well equipped. The
10 acres on- which it stanas is con-
verted iMto a demonstration farm.
There is - among the  instructors- one
especially prepared to teach ‘scientific
farming. He plants all manner of
things that thrive on the farms of the
neighborhood. 'Often he induces the
boys to plant larger glats at home and
farm them-in competition under his di-
rection. The boy's ‘interest is natu-
rally greater in the things that are
ab-
stractions of . the old. system. #He is
surprised at the . returns . the demon-
stration methods get from the soil.His
father never received such crops and
he' was not aware. of the possibilities
of growing them.' The knowledge
brings to him a view of the.poéssibili-
ties on the old farm if worked differ-
ently. He stays there and works out
the new methods instead of going to
the ofWy.. ¢ . J:

~As an_example of _ihe ‘possibilities -of
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the right sort of farming some ac-
complishments under the instruction
of the department of agriculture may
be cited. Boys were set to work on
an acre each of corn farmed under
direction in a dozen states. The av-
erage yield in these states has been 15
bushels to the acre. The boys har-
vested 50 bushels to the acre and one
lad got 152 bushels off an acre which
his father had farmed for 20 years
with never a réturn of more than 20
bushels. Much of the cotton land in
the south yields light crops because
the soil has been exhausted by a lack
of rotation of crops. A single year in
beans will double the yield of the land.
These fundamental things will be
taught every boy, and in applying
them he will wax prosperous and the
nation will benefit.

By “home economics” is meant the
work required of a girl in taking care
of a house. It will have a prominent
place in the proposed new education,
both city and country. With the or-
ganization of the consolidated rural
school an instructor in home economies®
may be: had. The girls in- all the
schools will be taught how .to cook,
how to sew, how to-arrange a house
conveniently, how to make it sanitary,
how to ventilate it, what are the nour-
ishing foods, what is the proper cloth-
ing for children and a thousand such
things. These are the simple things
that should be known to every wife
and mother, but which have no place in
the education of today.

Present legislation does not directly
affect the studies in the primary grades,
but they will naturally adapt them-
selves to the course study higher up.
Consolidated rural schools are not di-
rectly created, but the tendency toward
them will be greatly strengthened by
the legislation.

In rural sections there is a particu-

de-

They

convenient kitchens
vices, or they would have them.
will learn of all these things in the
home economy classes. The men will
learn the economy in making a kitchea
convenient and thereby saving the time
and vitality of their wives, A new
manner of life will appear in the coun-
try that will make it much more ate
tractive than It is today The best
men and women will then be satisfled
to remain there instead of congregat-
ing in the city

labor saving

Likewise will the efficiency of the
women in the city be in ased. Bet-
ter homes and better iren will re-
sult. Throughot ] hole, of t
country th 2 £ all work, the
making of a rill be placed on
a basis of th training where
heretofore it a matter of en-
tire absence of | dge of the task
in hand.

The advantages o e al training
have long beér 2
the country.
the case of
school L rd
3,000 graduates. These 1 got
training attending night
while th worked in factories. In
the - begl the so styled skilled
mechanic received 320 to $25 a week
Today the figures show that aver-
age wage of the g luates of the
school 45 years old is $66 a week. Such
results as t s¢ are convincing

Students of agricultural cenditions
realize that the possibilities of scien-
tifile farming are just w being forced
on the peoplé. So long as there were
virgin lands a little farther west the
farmer wou leave his old home and
move to them rather tha ittempt to

. But

rejuvenate
now there is

had in the w irit
that made eneration seek
better lands and Dakota Is
driving the pres ration to seek
better, returns from the old lands
through a new and better farming. It
is proving to be a more profitable pro-
cess than that of ing on to the
frontier There are unlimited possi-
bilities from and the end need neve

come® The fact is cited that im Ger-
many, where the land has been farmed
for a thousand years, the average
‘yleld per wre in wheat is 28
bushels, while on the comparatively
virgin soils of this country the yileld is
but 13 2ls Also in Germany the

demonst farm is to be found in
every communit

Willet H. Hays, assistant secretary

of agriculture, as spent many years
in working system noOw pro-
posed. The b w on the verge of
passing is the result of his labeor and
enthusiasm. The whole people have
long recognized the necessity of giving
this direction to the schoeols. It has

been done here and there fitfully. The
present plan is to place on a national

basis that sort of education that has
proven so effective in many individual
cases in this country and which has

been worked out in so many countries
of Europe on a national basis, notably
in Germany.

There seems no possibility of the bill
failing of passage at the present term
of conggess. Should it fail it would
but appear again next fall, and contin-
uously until it is enacted into law. It

ISOLATED
IS 0 BE

lar advantage to bhe obtained from the
home economics feature of the plan.
Woman’'s part in country life is its
worst feature. The home, its conveni-
ences, the labor of its maintenance,
have not been developed as rapidly as
In the towns. This is largely due to
isolation and a lack of intercourse.
The women do not know of the possi-
bilities of running water in the house,

-

DISPLACED ~

THE
RURAL SCHOOL, WHICH

has been needed now for 10 years, but
the public had to be educated to de-
mand it. This educational work {s now
complete. hat the system outlines
the education of the young American
of the future there is not the slightest
doubt. There is merely the matter of
the detail of passing the bill, which
seems assured at the present session of
congress.

HE LEARNED THE DOSES

PHYSICIAN of international reputa-
tion and a well known naval officer
were seated at luncheon at the Metro-
politan club in Washington the other
day.
“I see old Brown’'s son has passed his
examination and is nowea full fledged

M. D.” observed the rear admiral,
apropos of nothing.

“So I saw,” returned the physician.

“Well, I'm sorry for his patients,”
continued the sailor. “Why, that boy
never impressed me as having sense
enough to come in out of the rain.”

“Oh, give him time and he'll be all
right,” laughed the physician. “Young
surgeons are like chickens just out of
the shell, anyway. You must wait until
their feathers _grow before passing
judgment on them. When Brown's boy
gets his experience he may develop into
a first class physician.”

“But it will be pretty fough on his
patients while he is getting his experi-
ence, wan't it?” asked the naval officer.

“Oh, it won't be se.bad. While the
young M. D. tries to impress his pa-
tients and the world at large with his
vast and superior knowledge (which
really is nil), at the same time he is
taking no chances. Now, there 1s Dr.
, one of the most noted of the
younger set of physicians in New York.
When Billy graduated—and he
passed with high honors, too—he was,
to me, as hopeless a specimen as I had
ever came across. His father, who was
an old friend of mine, asked me to take

>

the boy into my office for a year or two
and break him in, which I did.

“Billy turned out to be a frank, man-
ly fellow, though he wasn’t much of a
physiclan in those days, and I some-
times thought he never would be. As
Billy’'s father was a wealthy man, he
had seen to it that Billy was supplied
with everything in the way of an in-
strument or device that a surgeon could
possibly need, and of the latest and
finest make. I really used to envy the
boy, for I, who really could use such
things, couldn’t afford to buy, them.
And then, too, Billy was constantly
adding to his stock.

“One night I went into the office, and
there was Billy with as handsome a
medicine bag as I have ever seen. I
had him working on the east side,
where we furnished most of the medi.
cine ourselves. The bag was of Rus-
slan leather, with silver mounted vials,
pockets for instruments, etc. When
Billy, with a great deal of pride, was
showing it to me, I noticed, to my sur-
prise, that on the top of the cork of
each vial he had written not only the
name of the contents but the dose as
well

“‘Billy! I asked, ‘why on earth have
you marked the dose on each of these
bottlea?

* “Why, doc,” he replied, “how, In the
name of heaven, would I know how
much to give if I didn't have it writ-
ten-down?”

“But Billy is all right now,” con-
cluded , the physician, with a laugh;
“he’'s learned the doses™



