
man asking for money enough to pay for a

Rather impatiently he bade the j-outh seek some
charitable institution. The young man quickly re-
torted that there was no such place that would shel-

/ter him. Brown shrugged his shoulders and hur-
ried on his way.

":j :̂\u25a0-'-•\u25a0>
The experience of being importuned for assistance

was no new one to Brown. Known as a man of
wealth, he received in his daily mail scores of beg-. sing letters and very often in^the streets • was the.. mark for all sorts of pleas. And Brown was a victim
many times. He was far from being hard hearted.
Yet, like any man, he hated to be imposed upon. He
determined to find out the truth of the young man's
statement. According to his own testimony he asked
himself over and over again whether or not the
young man had told him the truth.

The next night, dressed as. a poor working man and
without a penny in his pockets, he sought a free bed
in the charitable institutions of Denver. He found
none. On every hand he was directed to the city jail.
Finally, with others of his kind, he went there and
was locked up for the rest of the night witha motley
crowd of prisoners from drunkards to desperadoes.
The following morning he was released, but he was
'a different Brown from the self-complacent person
vho had attempted an interesting experiment the
night before.

In the 14 months since that morning "Brown of
Denver" has become known from .coast to coast.
Traveling as a poverty stricken laborer he has vis-;
ited practically all of the big cities' of the land, pains-
takinglyinvestigating the lot of the homeless and
then reporting before municipal officers and public
spirited citizens to advocate this and that and the
other reform. He has left a string of awakened
mayors and "charity" superintendents along his trail.
"Emergency industrial homes," as he is pleased; to'
call them, are in the making or the remodeling in
every community to which he has given his attention.
In"two states there is an agitation for general prison
reform. His is no longer a one man crusade. He-
counts his workers into the thousands.

It -was not easy to imagine "Brown of Denver" "in \u25a0

the small, well groomed, ruddy cheeked, blue eyed .
man who invited the writer to be seated. .He seemed
to fit mope snugly into a club window than the role
of strenuous reformer. Not one in a thousand would
have picked him out as the capitalist-vagabond who
in broken shoes, overalls, hickory shirt and tattered
hat has spent the last year in a shoulder to shoulder
experience with the homeless of the land.
SELDOM A TRAMP

When he spoke, however, the quiet earnestness of
his voice betraj'ed more 'of-thVreal man. He chose

• his words carefully. It wgs as' if he tried. to suppress

a quite natural enthusiasm; especially when. he spoke
of results accomplished:;. But at all times there was
;an unmistakable tone of sureness in what he said.
He had seen for himself. He knew, what he knew.

"The homeless American is seldom at heart a
tramp," he began,, in answer to a question. "Itris-.~
not of his choosing that he frequents park benches;

problem, is it? Ican not be far wrong,, then, .when I
call myself a 'peace revolutionist,' can I?. ,;

"Idid not believe the young, man who stood 'shiv-
ering in the Denver streets !rone night in February,
1909, and told me that he could not get a -bed; free in. the city.Iwent my way rather piqued, that he: should
have taken me for an easy mark. But I-could -not
forget him and his story/ and the following?night -I
experimented for myself.

'
~/ ,

' • .
"Inwhat they call the brick oven,.in the city jail,
Iwas at last forced to spend the night. Icould -'find
no one to give me shelter. Institutions Lhad;, long
naturally supposed "looked" out for :the'.?homeless
turned me away from their doors because had- no'
money. Iwas surprised and shocked,. but did not lose
my spirit and so went" the limit-—rather, did?.what
many

-
others had to do—went to. prison and was

locked up. . ' . . -
"That was an awful night

—
my first- behind steel

bars. We, the; homeless, rated, ;;Ifbund^with '\u25a0•the'
drunkard, the dope fiend, the thief and \ theTdesperado.
Allwere turned in tbgether/,willy-riiily?^VThe?airiwas
about as foul as < possible. Vermin were,everywhere.
The beds" were stone^ floors, and there were.ceaseless,
wrangling and cursing and crying aloud among :^He;
inmates. -We, the homeless, did not do much sleep-;
ing, you may be sure. ,

'
,

* "Bymorning my mind was, made up. Iwould make;
a tour of the land in the interest of the destitute-
would see for myself the conditions and \u25a0then; promote •

reforms. Istarted at once/ „! ; 'i!
-

.*. V -
"Chicago was my; first stop. :- Ifound^themuriicipal;

lodging house, there to be -in good; hands :{an'd\weil '\u25a0

conducted as -far as its limited,resources vperriiitted.1,
Islept in the .'overflow'- room one night,;my;shoes:f^or;
my pillow. 'There were really more- petitions jfor;as-
sistance and .shelter than could be*attended *to".- '\u25a0*Most -
of: the .'guests'*. Ifound were.;earneit ; seekers ...after
30-^cehts, or- that :the place ;was) full,:or/ that '\\their.

accommodation was not for such as; l.;When.my re-
portwas; given^/to'.the ;press |of.;that*city;there":was-a
;strong -outcry among the' people against ;its

'
possible

truthV;«'.But it^brought' about other \u25a0 investigations and
my,!story was proved.^*lfchifrish^as, a"result "'. of '.this
visit:a:commendatory; nbte^ from'President!Taitihiir^-

;seif.v/:';-.-:-.v "'\u25a0\u25a0/ .'.'VY.-"^':.^- \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'•\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0' :';: \u25a0'• \u25a0v-

"After:my;return to; Denver' my first trip:was to
Pueblo. There;lspent air awful night in1,the 'b'ull-

•peri.'; Arno pother place could I, apparently-animr
;poverished workman,, obtain :any~shelter.-;:

any~shelter.-; And .this
,'bull pen. was the worst place I:had r yet ;.seeri:-^•;-As-'in
\u25a0 Ds nvci;you"S- and>old, good; and- bad/ unfortunate"a *?d ITlilial'iv"*verc"herded; together^ in \u25a0 a place 4ob;

:sn3a|l\to Permit any seclusion or 'even ;free movement,
and; so noisome and;'foul'.' with filth; bad air and
blasphemy, that the heart of the stoutest turned"sick/
It.was.a:monstrous:outrage,;this;treatrnent: ' '

"Iwentfrbm there to City, 'St. -Louis and.Boston. In all' three ] cities \u25a0• I-found great distress;
\u25a0among; my.-adopted; class on account:of:the;careless-
ness, thoughtlessness, incompetericy— call it what you
will-r-of the;city:officials'- InjtheVlast: city••myjatteii-
tion was most'strorigly drawn:to our• prisbivconditions-
by.oyerhearinga wordy;wrangle b'etweeri'an'lrishrnan
arid;aJSwede.ori abench-iii theJeommorK; They /were
arguing : -whether-- the jarth .was irqundj'or -flat,; the
'.Swede for -the .former and: the: IrishmanHhe latter."
'}'''; ;f:?uM,l1}o,tVhe!p / listening tto th'etr;-• convejcsation
unUl"by>sorr^:u'rianswerable>challen^^
wonrtheday.'and.the Swedesulkilytook^hisdeparture..
It^then'spoke^tblthe jvictor.;/.-- / 2

' *
C '-' v ""^t^ ê^^r,thatjhe^h"ad;just:;b^en^released^frbl^^Deerfisland, .which": corresponds' tp= Blackwells island v

miManhattan. ,/He .had been Jan .urirulyVprisoner evi-,'
dently^forihejtoldime^thatihe^had^beenvin'afdungeon
most -of theTtiriiei:;and,isaidKhe:' ;;ov'" \0 :i :
!£ ?'l^^eill'?^!the:-fvvorst r''all/,tiie^warid^^tbo):
Solid*steel .doors ;fnbl-light;'just )enough ;aif>to';choke.;
on;breadlandiwater; Befpre Lwent in'Ijsawjmen taken ;
out of;them}blind.7"lt'saw;men[c6m

Isaw men come out-physically wrecked' for '•\u25a0life. And; I.saw; 'em take 'soriie>out dead! ''They buried 'em in
the prison; yard[^certificate, "heart :failure!" -They

V didn't .keep: me irillong.' li.
"
:i..;V \u25a0\u25a0'•l;?>;?*\u25a0'

•;.-I?"I had been^tol^'jhuch about Pittsburg-.being Van
exceptionally hardr'-place for the out of .work and
homeless man;;so.;t wj'fe•Iwent,;donned "my working

;clothes,-slipped out"*the'side door of my hotel and^e-
Igan^tojlookfor.workiOr'a bed'orboth.VfA' long time
I;tramped 'about therstreets 'of the smokyrcity with
no success twhatever.:' Finally I,was Jold- that .there

. was
'
a;park /across the ,river.* in\u25a0 Allegheny, where .1

\u25a0 might -rest. ;.'a3^^^^^%^^^|^^EP^' \u25a0 . -,
••'.'.'l happened, to -have 1 cent in- my: pocket,and
with this paid my way across on

-
a";bridge." The park'

:Ireadiryifound,:but t?it:;was no place for;rest:; Even
,;as,lentcred ;s'everar'cops''were beginning*to- drive .the

sleepers' out. and to prod iritb.extra wakefulness: those
who werernanaging somehow tokeep'their eyes open.
Idid riot stay;:there"long. ; ;,?-^v -!: -: -
ON THE BENCH. "NearVthe far;cnd, :whereil..went;out,'l 'sawan old
man, "probably ,'6O years ;of ;age? . sitting on'•£*bench

-
with his?headiin his /hands, sound

*
At that

moment there was no 'cop' to be seen \u008450:II
'
touched'

him oh the *:shbulder. With 'an ,inarticulate \u25a0 cry he
:sprang 'up/ihis -eyes rwild .with fear.;? When rhe saw:
that

'
I.was^not an fofficer

'
he shakilyiresurned ?his;seat.v

/
"

'What- do you' want?*; he-asked in a high.-'cracked'
Voice. -

; -."*
"

; '.-'"•\u25a0 -'• .'\u25a0'.'' v^'iV^'Y.'""^
;;" 'Why don't; you ~lie \u25a0 downt on the bench? I.an-

swered.V 'You can rest ;much' more' easily, and] there is =

:no" one about 'now.'; \u25a0••/_\u25a0 '.\' \':\\u25a0"_ ••.';•\u25a0; "\:: \-':<::> "]\^;:
'^^Helgaze'dj abou't *him;appreherisively-for>a';full ;min-V
'ute, then,' with;afsigh,*Tstretched:his(feeble. frame upon :
the wooden slats and almost^ immediately was' fast::asleepi ,v"'.';;;

- ''
'\u25a0'\u25a0 7'^vV::i"'.rr-'i^' ';;-;'' :h'-':h'-' ;\u25a0 ':;":.;.'~"^- -v

,-'\u25a0 "Then, :as vif;*byj,prearjanged
-

signal ".witiy^fate, a
'-'cop^made^hisyappeara'nce.'/^As;! went' on. my.' way.:l
'saw; hini/go>tbward*;the;sleeper. I'knew; whatiwouldT
.:happen:."; Poor (bldfrhari!; /. .; .[ ;\u0084';.;; ~: V -T^.JV:
:•\u25a0•i»"Nea"r*the,farv-gate

o
;Isaw a dogasleep under abush.V

lltstopped 'aridipettedT'hiriiJand/heyicked^myjfingYFs-*
'•andHookedfup^into^my.eyes^fearlessly.*; ThcreAvas no ;'
.'cbp'/to rdisturb^hislslumbers.; ' ..;.;';-.-. "'•'•\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0
;"FrofnJ DenveV^ljfstarted ;:west Jon: myVnext-,trip,';airid-7'

in;the last :
:few-months tl have"•covered 'Salt Lake City,V

\u25a0SahV Francisco, I'LosrtAngeles^f Portland;*? Spokane,^
*\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0".'-\u25a0\u25a0•_\u25a0•.•\u25a0-•\u25a0; %•\u25a0 .••-'

-\u25a0

-
\u25a0 \u25a0:. . .- .-\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0"'.--\u25a0\u25a0„- '

-."•
- • '\u25a0\u25a0• ..

New York July 3
"I,know Brown of Denver well," said JamesForbes, agent of the Society for the Prevention of

Mendicancy -and Charitable Imposture, at his office,
at No. 26 West Twenty-second street, "and Ihave a
high regard for his earnestness and for his unselfish
devotion to the homeless. Ican not agree with him
that 90 per cent of the wanderers are honest, for in

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 'many, cases they succumb to temptations to steal.
There arc many honest men, however, who are re-
duced to vagabondage. A large class lacks the cour-
age to steal anything of value or to commit crime,
while;many will, of course, when hungry filch milk
and bread from doorsteps, which is larceny under the
law. .-^ ;vV'
. "This,: however, is a detail merely, for the great
question concerns the treatment of the homeless man.

;.It is not just, no matter whether his plight be his
.fault or his misfortune, that he should be considered
Ia criminal. Even granting that many are lazy and in-
efficient, society owes it to itself and to them to aid
them" by building up their characters.

"No man becomes worthless or vicious all at once..Many through illluck or sorrow or unfortunate and
intemperate habits lose their grip on life. They d<v.
not ibecome beggars in a day, for that is a gradual;

"process which results finally in the breaking down "61 s-
self-respect/ There is little or no danger of any man'
who knows the/ ropes ever starving to death in this
city, and many who make use of various religions•and charitable agencies' manage to get along and be, fairly well fed._ "There is:plenty of machinery in this city for aid-
ing the homeless man if it were co-ordinated and ap-
plied/Avhich,rregret to say, it is not. What is needed

••most.; of all is the humanizing of charity. Iwould
not wish to say that any plan which Isuggest will
solve. so- great a problem all at once, but Ithink that:the of a few small homes in various
parts of the feity, where the wanderers may be re-
ceived and aided in rehabilitating themselves, would
be of much benefit. ..." . 3|9fg

\u25a0' "Here !• there could be diversified industries, so that
a-man could .either practice the craft which he hadlearned or master anew one. Ifhis condition is due
to physical defects— a missing- leg or arm, for in-
stance—he could be aided %o overcome or minimize

.the 'handicap: 'Some of_ these homeless ones, through-
excessive drinking or disease; have not enough brains"
or will.left'to".make it worth the trouble of trying tomake*. them useful, and for them, some kind of a farminstitution, where they may be kept, would solve theprbblefn.,Better have them there than prowling aboutcity arid country spreading vermin and disease."The. shiftless and the lazy may be helped, andthere is a' good chance for < the man -who through
misfortuner'or unfavorable circumstance has lost hishold on life. ;Xew York has one of the best municipal
lodging houses in the world, a fact which impressed
Mr. Brown when;he visited it, but it is also provided
that \u25a0a•man. who is seen there more than three timesa'month shall be arrested and sent to the workhouseThat treatment may:do for hardened offenders butit only/corrupts and degrades J the man who is worththe«saving. ; More elasticity is what ;is •needed in thewhole 'syitcm." :\u25a0

f"I did not stay, long there, though. They found
me quickly..and out Iwent again into the night. I
made for the city prison then.
,"In both San Francisco and Los Angeles, the city

prisons, whichIknow only too well,are on par with
the one at (Pueblo. My hours in them were wretched
nightmares. They were experiences IneVer wish to
repeat. The horror of them willalways be with me.

"Portland, Spokane, Seattle and Tacoma offered
nothing better, and in many phases something much
worse. In these young, growing cities there is a con-
gestion of common labor, from which deplorable con-
ditions naturally result. • In Seattle, the only accom-
modation, for the homeless- is located in the center of
the toughest part of the tenderloin. Above, below, on
every side .oriental and occidental gaming hells run
day and night; houses of questionable, or rather un-
questioned, repute are in operation. It is into the
most evil and degenerating atmosphere of the city
that boys and men temporarily out of work are sent
to- find rest. Better were there no shelter offered
atVall."- -

Tacoma,' Seattle, St. Paul and Minneapolis. Ifound
conditions much worse in the west than in the east.
Day and night 'the streets were full of 'mootchers*
(beggars); men besieged the employment offices in the
waking hours, and after 6 p. m. the flops and even
the jails.

"In San ;Francisco Iwas finally able to get into a
mission— -"the ask and ye shall receive" flop

—
but

not by way of the door, mind you. Oh, no. Ire-
ceived the usual reply there to my question. IfIdid
not,:have. any money they had no room for me. I
got in by means of a manhole in the sidewalk, which
some friendly young fellow showed me. He said all
Ihad to do was to drop and drop Idid

—
into a black

depth that Iknew nothing whatever about. It was
not much of a fall, however, and Iliton my feet in
the midst of the nest of human rats that perforce
called :this underground hole home.

"Brov/n of Denver," capitalist, tramping the
country from end to /:nd in vagabond guise, asks,
"What of the homeless man?*' He finds, him
treated as a criminal, and inmany cities even the
officers of charity travesty the name of that gen-
tlest of the virtues. He would soe emergency
homes started, in which the wanderer may be
strengthened and then restored to society. •

\u0084 The problem with which he has wrestled at
first hand is the same asm that which confronts
sociologists of the present day, for with all the
millions which are spent en so called "relief it
is found that the machine for aiding the indigent
does not fully serve and breaks down where it
should be an effective instrument. Is the vagrant,
who is such either by choice or hard necessity a
being -.vho 3ncu!d be arrested and committed to
prison because of his condition or his. misfor-
tune?

Is itnot time that the persons vrho have been
content to give a few dollars to some charitable
organization and then to forget consider that the
land teems with the errant and the unclassed?

The views and the experiences of "Brown of
Denver," contracted with the observations of
James Forbes cf the National Association for the
Prevention of Mendicancy and Charitable Impos-
ture, who has for many years made a special
study of this subject, present a vivid picture of
American social conditions which sooner or later
must be dealt with by the states or the nation.

OX a bitter cold night n littlemore than a yea
ago Edwin A. Brown, a capitalist, was ac
costcd in the streets of Denver by a young
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BROWN OF DENVER
work, some just :h.aving>been set adrift, others \u25a0nurs-
ing prospects

"arid still-others \ jubilanifrbecause^ they

.were to go to work again next day. None; with
whom"ltalked,but who winced when I'mentioned the
'word^charity. ;They were men who wanted to;"work
for what ":they got, and their:self-respect suffered
wheii-' this .was.lnot them.,;";

1

CONDITIONS IN:NEW :YORK /
"From; Chicago Iwent to New York, where Tspent

sonte time1iivinvestigation. are-better
treated "there than in any other city vl "visited, espe-
cially inlithe, far west. The Mills hotels; the other
numerous clean and well lighted and; ventilated^ lodg-
ing -'houses' where a. dime will procure accommoda-
tion, the ;

city.hotel and many other, depots for assist^
ance of the homeless are about the average. . Ihad
some very;interesting experiences there, but I.shall
not go into'them. . • \u25a0 .;

'
, .

/'ln -where Istopped on my return to:
Denver, -I discovere<l( a surprising inadequacy, in the
municipality's departments*, of charity, so" called. In
the capital of -the country, which 'should be a model
city in every^ respect, I.hold, Icould not get:a bed.;
At one :Christian'; institution, after another.! 'was -told
that it would .either. cos_t ,me anywj^re{:from 10 to

municipal lodging houses, 'flops and jails. He. is
either the victim of a habit or ofcircumstances, and
generally the latter in the beginning. We encourage
him in his progress toward va gab on dia by our bla-
tant, illadvised and useless charity. Weaid him to
lose his self-respect and then we offer him nothing;

"Do you know that 90 percent of the men Imet
in the parks, streets, missions and jails of the country
are honest men?" This_ was. more an exclamation
than a- question, as the speaker shifted his. gaze
quickly around the rotunda of his fashionable hotel:
"Yes, sir; Ifound all but 10 per cent of the homeless
to be honest men.

"The situation is truly grave," he continued. "I
have just concluded a tour of our country. Every-
where Ifound hundreds of men homeless. In\ but
few places did Ifind any decent method in vogue for
their assistance. Idiscovered certain cities' institu-
tions of chanty to be. jokes; I"met rebuffs from re-,
ligious bodies ostensibly, existingfor the sole purpose
of helping mankind; Ifound that everybody but the.
moneyless man who has ho place vt6 lay his -'.head,
receives some respect from the law;' Ihave found
prison conditions so vile that none but man: could
endure them even for-a while;Ihave found-gener-
ally a state of affairs -which spells anarchy— and -that'
sooner than may be. imagined— if one part ;of our
society does ;not cease -living entirely arid thought-;
lessly. at the expense of the other.

"You- say that Brown of vDenver has come to
be known as a strenuous advocate of certain .reforms.
Having seen and felt whatIhave, is it strange'that I
should.be a revolutionist? And, knowing the menac1?
of the situation and dreading its effect,' it is^'not to be
wondered at that Iurge the peaceful: solution of the

VAGABOND, Who, in Getting His
First Hand, Has Mingled with the Very Dregs

of Poverty, Tells of the Homeless Man in American


