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FTER vears of sporadlc crusading Rer wedding day fs-a most dangerous
s nonkissing organization has been oOne,’” said Mrs. Rechtin during an in-
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nnati, O. that terview recently. “To stamp out this
urprising sue- evil at once would be to accomplish the
cording to the Impossible, but we have made the start
1 n 1.000 @nd are much encouraged.

have pledged “Seventy-five ffrospective brides have
from the prac- Joined the organization this month. On
n roll is stead- thelr wedding day they will wear the
jorters of the button of the soclety.”

tious as to pro- The anti-kissing leaders have mapped
yvear or two they out a long campaign, and whenq it ends

will have members in every city in the kissing will be a lost art, they hope
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The custom of kissing @ bride on brought up in Japan, where they don't

1

Soon they will try to make members of
-kissers are public speakers and singers—of every-

w in body “whose success in life depends on
but ¢ healthy vocal cords.”
in - the In August fathers and mothers will
v foll be urged not to kiss their babies.
g he Ay In September teachers will implore
seriptive of the their pupils to abjure kissing.
of t crusaders October the less kissing the less haz-
underst the @ardous the work of street cleaners and
ich the ers of laundresses; so the organizatign will

prosecuting seek members on the highways and in
the laundries.

In November women belonging to

clubs, card clubs and literary

i asked to join and to wear

s at club meetings.

nd in December, with its Christmas

weddings, we shall turn our attention
sald the president. “‘My

st one Kiss’ sounds thrilling

s, wit and poetr) But disillusion
S he spitals, whence lovers
ngrea - to the grave in a few
s a k 88 2 s a question
A cussed before
long 1wout  the country Mrs.
",‘ S . € Recht society is now known in all
itk o i p1 5, and .arrange-
— 1ent being for the estab-

1t of hundr branch offices.
New York, Pl and -other
) the east the nonkiss idea has

with the vor with which- it

greeted by the people of Cin-
Here are a few opinions. ex-
by eastern clubwomen of promi-

Valekenburgh, who
ee times, says:-
life would be worth liv-
kisses. They are as old as
'm perfectly sure¢ Eve knew
listened to the
believe «dn
ipens
ly to
kissing.”
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. Shall We or Shall We HNot Join the World

‘Crusade Which Seeks to Banish Com:
pletely the Joys of ﬂscnhhon:’_J

@o such things. So, of course, T suppose
1 don’t know anything about it. But,
whenever I am told not to do any-
- thing, I always want to go straight and
- - do it. So if a soclely is orgaplzed to
prevent people from kissing—(a pause
eand then a stammer)—well—I—I—
think all the other girls, who weren’'t
brought up in Japan, will want to see
why kissing’'s so bad.

Mrs. Belle de Rivera, president of the

New York city federation—I think the
agitation is extremely silly and in very
poor taste. Every one knows a great
deal of harm may be done by the pro-
miscuous kissing of children. The fact
is so well u srstood it seems silly to
try to organize it. T feel certaln New
clubwomen W not join In any
foolish, sensatleonal agitation.
k William Cummings Story—
¥rankly, I never gave the question a
serious thought, but (diplomatically)
it must have a certain amount of im-
portance or the Cincinnat! women
would not have deemed it worthy of
their serious attention.

Mrs. Harriette J. Wood—I think the
practice of kissing Is altogethar too ex-
tensive. The habit of certain soclety
women of saluting each other with a
kiss every time they casually meet is
extremely silly. A handshake is In
much better taste. But a mother
should Kkilss her chiliren whenever she
chooses, unless she is a victim of
disease. Her kisses are tha result of a
lovely natural impulse of affection, and
the children can receive nothing but
good from them. As to forbidding
young men and women to kiss—well, I
think they ara old enough to look out
for themsealves. And even if the prac-
tice fs an evil, every evil has Its com-
pensations, you know.

Dr. Eugenia Hancock—There are dis-
- eases terrible in their effect that are
transmlitted with the utmest ease by
kissing. And all our young people are
equally In Jdanger. Yet kissing Is a
matural, wholesome thing in Iits origin,
and sentimental considerations would
make its banishment impossible. It is
the very flavor of all poetry and seng

and romance But {t shoa!4d be prop-
erly safeguarded t would not be such
a bad ide 3 ¢ le I

produce
ing or an
indulged in.

Mrs. Winifred H. Cooley, national
sec y of the Allieq C f Domes-
tic Science—"It seems to me such things
as domestic service anf4 zood roads and
pure food and adequate schools are
much more important than ‘to kiss or
not to Kkiss” "™

Mrs. Ida Husted Harper—“If women
could vote they wouldn't be worrying
their heads about being kissed.”

“When it is in my power,” runs the
anti-kissing pledge. When the full
moon’s rays vainly seek to penetrate
the honeysuckles that shadow the dark-

est corner of the piazza; when the dear-
est” fellow in the world is seated next

to her there; when gently he puts his
arm around her waist and leans toward
her—

Is it in her power then “to discour-
age the custom of kissing on the lips”?
Ah, the danger of Did she only
mow it, all around her evolent
bacilli of tubercnlosis are laughing for
vicious joy.




