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LION WOULDN'T
"ANSWER PHONE

The
Reputation '^
of a Gas Meter

••***">-:•;,
The wedding" of Miss

Delia Evangel*Jones ar>d
Lieutenant Halstead P.
Councilman wiU # take
place in October-at the
Presidio chapel. There
will be several attend-
ants for the bride :and
bridegroom. Miss*Jones
is the 'daughter, of 'Chap-
lain and Mrs. H. G. Jones.

Lieutenant. Councilman
is stationed with the
coast artillery \u25a0 corps .at
Fort Baken"'

- -
\u25a0

•' "
•\u25a0\u25a0

'
«•'

"'
\u2666*..

"

Mrs. Arthur Geissler.
who

'
was Miss Carol

Moore, has been dellght-

jfully feted during her
sojourn in Ross this
summer and willbe the
complimented guest at
several. more- parties be-
fore her departure for
her home in' the east.
Mrs. Geissler will.share

the honors at a lunch-
eon Wednesday with
Mrs. Ralston White, who
was Miss.Ruth Boericke.
There willbe 20 or more
friends "at the reunion/
and the hostess of the
occasion willbe Mrs* Ar-
thur \u25a0". ; House. -Among

those- to ,enjoy the af-
fair will"be Miss Doro-
thy. Boeri.cke, Mrs. James
Jenkins, Mrs. Roy Som-
ers. Miss Marian Marvin
and Miss Elena Brewer.

•'Mrs. Andrew Welch
was the complimented
guest at ,;an elaborate
Moorish

"
dinner .party

given one evening this
week at, Santa Barbara,

when.- Mr. and Mrs. Mllo
Potter . entertained a
score of friends. The
decorations were entire-
ly':oriental. • The affair
was enjoyed by the-, fol-
lowing-visitors: - . \u25a0. ."

Mr. and;Mrs./ Andrew
Welch • -; • - -

\u25a0 \u25a0

-
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Sa-

lano
- -

\u25a0\u25a0• . -*:•

Mr. and Mrs. Fowler
' *

Mr. and- Mrs. Guy Coch-
ran

Dr. arid Mrs. Jarvls Bar-
low

Mrs. Walter 'Newhall v,
Mrs. W. S. Porter
Mrs.,. iHenry Clarence

Breeden • — - '

Mrs.;Charles C. Perkins
Mrs.. James Slausen
Mrs. Gran vilie McGowan
Miss /Elizabeth Walters
Miss Nina Jones .
Arthur Dodwirth

;Frank Langstroth 5
William ;Rood.
Grantland . Voorhies
William Edwards
Claude Cutts ...
Milton Jeffries »

Alfred.Harwood . fJames Slausen'• :",'-,:' ;•••\u25a0..'• *'•.'-.
''Mrs. Edgar dePue and
her daughters. Miss Elva
de.;Pue and |Miss* Co-
rliie.de Piie, have re-
turned to . town and are
established at their
home in Sacraniento
street for the remainder
of the season, after
passing the summer at
their country place. \u25a0

Mr. arid -Mrs.Ralston
Hamilton (Ethel Lin- .
coin) will sail tomor-
row from Southampton
after a six

"
months'

honeymoon in Europe.
On their return they
?jrHllbe guests of Mrs.
Jerome Llricoln at her
home; In . Scott street.
Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton
have enjoyed a most in-

, teresting tour, which in-.
'

eluded a visit to the fa-
mous fjords- of Norway.• ,•' *

\u25a0

Mr. an"d Mrs.. "Wake-"
field Baker returned to
town yesterday .after
passing the summer at
Castle Crag. They will
remain at their house in
Pacific avenue for

-
the- late - season, with the-

exception of brief trips
out ,of the city next-
month.
"

.Mrs. William P. Platt,
wife.of Captain Platt of
Benicia arsenal,' with
her mother," Mrs. W. H.
Mohahan lot Salt Lake"" City, are down from the
arsenal for a few days
shopping and visiting.• ' *

••.•\u25a0.'
Mr. and Mrs. bennls

Searles are planning a
trip abroad. They will
leave in October to spend
six- months in Europe.

*

At present -Mr. -Searles
is in New York, where
he Is the "guest of:Mr.
and Mrs. F. M. Smlthat'
their "country home on
Shelter island. In his
absence Mrs. Searles has-
been visiting friends at
San Mateo and will
spend. the' last weeks of
August at Del Monte.1

*.". .• ...» S

;» •,X*.-
''

. -Mrs.- Charles Fee
was hostess at- one -of

-
the informal teasof yes-
terday afternoon, when
slje "entertained half a
dozen friends at a

"charming reunion..
\u25a0*-••

'
.- .

Miss Harriet Alexan-
der, who, has been the
guest .of Mrs. C. AT
Spreckels in Paris.is at
present visiting, Mr. and
Mrs. Spencer' Eddy, and

1 is being delightfully en-
'

tertained Ib-the French
capital. 'She will return;mv time to enjoy the
gayeties of next winter

'

in San Francisco. •; :•
•- -" ..•

'• '\,. \u25a0 .
The, friends "of >flss

Eliza McMullin are de-
ploring the. possibility.

this popular girl
may not be in town for

-
the early" "winter

'
gay-

eties. She J» going to
Louisville with her
grandmother, Mrs. John
McMullin, «arly In'T Sep-'_
tember, and the. time of

-
their return is indeft-

-nite. •

Walter Hobart is at
Tahoe, where he willre-
main for a brief stay.

Among the visitors from
town who have returned
after a weekend trip to
the samp retreat arc
Mr. and Mrs. William
Magee and Mr. and Mrs.
Charles '11. Bentley.

Baron ,'and Baroness
vori SchroeUer are. In
town for a fewdaysa.ru!
are at th*> St. vFrantis.
but willbe guests at the
Martin, home in Broad-
way before returning, to
their country home."
"Eagle's Nest." at San
Luis Obispo.• . • •\u25a0\u25a0 ,'.T» -j

Miss Mary Keehey and
Miss Margaret Calhoun
will go to Mertlo over
the weekend, where they
willbe the house guests

of Miss Florence Hqp-
kins. The three attrac-
tive jrirls willbe among
the young assistants at
the -garde*n fete to "be
held fn September at the
Hopkins home for- the
benefit of Trinity Kpls-
copal church.: . Amon;
the matron* who will
work;for vthe success .of
the charitable, venture
are Mrs. Augustus Tay-
lor and Mrs. WUHanr H.
Taylor Jr.-

\u25a0 •' .. • •
Miss Alice Ropney an.J

her sister," MlssThereve
Rooney of this city, are
the house guests of Mrs.
Harry Ainsworth at Re-
dondo, where they will
remain during

'
tiie

month. Another guest
at the Alnsworth home
this • month is Mrs.
George Mott .Weeks, the
wife of Captain "Weeks,

who has been stationed
for many months in the

. Miss Helen Jones is
at Castle Crag with/her
mother, Mrs. Clinton
Jones, this week, but
will soon return "to her
home In _'_. Buchanan
street. During the early
sumner Mtss Jones was
in Seattle as the gruest
of her sister. Mrs. Webb
Ballard, and had- a round
of .Informal" entertain-
ment In. the. northern
city.. A 'few days ago
she went to Castle Cras."
where _her mother has
been staying this sea-
son.

- '.•' • >• •
Mr. ami Mrs. S. G.

Mish. with their daugh-
ter. Miss Florence Mish.
have lately visited the
cities of Austria. Hun-
sary and and
are. in France 'for a visit
of several weeks. They
\u25a0will .remain In Paris
most of the 'time.

."Get right into the machine, judge," .called a voice, and before the
familiar ring: could be identified, a dramatic kidnaping; scene was enacted.
Several pairs of.arms drew Judge Smith unceremoniously into the car, which
dashed rapidly down'the street.. By the time the Bohemian club was reached

ord^Vvhad been restored in the automobile and plotters and victim had reached
a perfect' understanding.

ascended the steps. A sleepy-maid answered his ring.

"Tell Judge Smith thereVa couple out here want him to marry them."
he explained breathlessly! . '.'We've got a license and we'll take him down to

the hotel in our automobile. ,- Ask -him, please, to hurry."
.'lfis eagerness was contagious,^ and the maid flew upstairs to deliver the

message, while the. conspirators waited without. Presently their victim

availed. ;.;' ,
Discouraged but not -hopeless, the friends reflected. The longer they

considered ways and means to secure it the stronger, grew the need of genial

•'Billy's*' cheering presence. Finally it occurred to one member of the group

that on off hours from the club "Billy"was justice of the peace, and a^plan
suggested itself. ... ' .

-
"We'll get him," announced the inspired ofic, "Follow me." In a few

moments several conspirators were on their way to the Smith residence as
fast as an autombbile could travel under speed laws. Arrived, the leader

-p-HEREis nomore popular man in the Bohemian club than Justice, of
• I the Peace WiriiamH: Smith,iwho, with a lamentable lack Qf venerat.o.i

J^Vforhis judicial position, is widely and affectionately known as

his friends^ who were gathered in the club >

of his honor, they telephoned out

torhisihonie^but Judge; Smith had retired, he explained, and was sorry he

coUlijn't.'join them. • . - .
\u25a0V vOh, get up, Billy,and come down." they pleaded; but his honor was

obdurate. He was tired, and he meant to rest,, and no amount oi pcrsuaitcui

j : sP E R S^O NS, IN THE NEWS

Our|Good v
Neighbors on
ithe North

-

The
Automobile
as a Scapegoat

Positively, Declined to Be
\u25a0^Disturbed by Agent for

(H IELLO. is,' this the: Northwest-
11 crn?" came a voice-over the

phone yesterday morning1.
',\"lt is."

*

"Well, is. Air. 'Ritchie' there? w^ll,
will you ask him to call,up AVest 6140
and ask for Wallace when he comes
In?" !;.-' '-v "',

AVhen R. R. Ritchie, the genial a^ent
for the Northwestern, came in a faw
moments .later he/ found the meino-
;randum"on his desk. \u25a0

\u25a0

- -
;\u25a0 "Hellb.v.^sald Ritchie- a. few minutes
after his arrival,, 'as-.this-; West; 6140?.
This is Ritchie of the. Northwestern.'
Iguess Mr. Wallace wantsjtp talk to'
me.I.'

' .. .'
j .".There is no Mr. Wallace here/ came
back the arisw-e'r.. "Well, Iwas told to. call up your
number and ask- for Wallace." . '

"The only -Wallace out here is a lion."
This:is the. Chutes." C- -:

When Ritchie returned from"lunch in
the afternoon he^ found another memo-
randum ;on his desk to call up.a'cer-
tain number, .v > - '. ' -
'..'^Look; through 'the telephone' book,"
he said to one of his clerks, "and see"
lIC.there is a -menagerie connected ,with

. .The Santa Fe has. lately received an
experimental lot of '8.000 ties from
Mexico. They; are of.mahogany, ebbny, ;
native, cedar and various Mother .woods.
The company :is-ralsogettlng.;Bomeralsogettlng.;Bome ties
from other^. foreign trountries forVthe
same purpose.

"

'.-Clyde W. Colby, general agent of
the'Erie,; will leal'e. this evening for
the norths While, in Spokane' he zwilt'
open a branch .office of the company.

': '\u25a0'.'- '.-*'\u25a0* '.'\u25a0' .'*'\u25a0 \u25a0"•''•
:Sirice '

the first Western Pacific fruit
train .was runthe road has maintained
a" schedule of more' than 30 miles an
hour., on fruit \trains*. from:Sacramento
to Chicago. The run of the; first train
was 106 hours from Sacramento to Chi-
cago. •; l-<rf'':'l

- '
:.

\u25a0 S>
'-

\u25a0

* '\u25a0'* ."*\u25a0,\u25a0
A. T.Dice, general manager of 'the

Philadelphia and". Reading. ..wiiose";of-
fice is :in? Reading," Pa., is visiting: on
the Pacific coast.. : 'i.\ "\u25a0"- '\u25a0 :'\u25a0\u25a0* :'\u25a0 ."* ... \u25a0'\u2666

'

\u0084 Warren J. Lynch,: passenger traffic
manager of.the New York Central lines,'
with office- at: Chicago,:, who has .been"
visiting[in this city for .; several /days,
will depart this^morning for'Honoluiu
on. the Mongolia. \u25a0' .;.-'">• .'-•\u25a0:"-.,

\u25a0'\u25a0 \u25a0••\u25a0\u25a0"•\u25a0*\u25a0'\u25a0.-\u25a0.•' "\u25a0'.-\u25a0 '•-' '-'*' '*
\u25a0'

—*v --'
.V.Thomas O'Leary, master, mechanic "on-
the

-
Tucson

" division, of..the; Southern
Pacific Vat,-Tucson," 'has been appointed
;master.^ mechanic at:Lbs Angeles, sue-
needing; D.;p.)Kellogg, whose appoint-,
menti: as shop superintendent 1 of the
.'geheralf shops at Los- Angeles was're-
cently -announced. ,< , . !

\u25a0"*\u25a0"\u25a0 \u25a0-\u25a0 v--.'-1 \u25a0' .\u25a0'*:"\u25a0\u25a0 *.'\u25a0'-''* \u25a0""' .*\u25a0.-' \u25a0 !:>-.-. •!
The' 'new "terminal/; station: of -. the

;Denv.err and iRio \u25a0 Grandeiiand '-Western
Pacific at Salt Lak^e City,willbe opened
"August'lo.Vj ':".;.'" ".

' •. "...
.\u25a0••'.\u25a0\u25a0-'.! »\u25a0>'\u25a0',\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0;,:'-'v "\u25a0'\u25a0*,'\u25a0.\u25a0

'
*..r.Y'--" *

.' "\u25a0

\u25a0P. The^HoustGifi'jariid, Texas" Central, foi-
lowlngthe example set.by several other
ilines.ihasf started^o\rt^an ;experimental
;farmers'.^speciaH;. demonstration itrain,
•with-the iUsuarriumber^of (lecturers and-.-. \u0084'.

' "
,

•

•} .-R. P.3Ober; „'recently :a
;

traveling.: freight.agent o_f> the
.Pacific"; \waßrfqrrnerly; in1charge? of ithe
refrigerator 'dei^artraentj'of 2 the North^crn Pacific at" Tacoma;

- J.'-;., , '"

\u0084 H.*:J. ;Snyder, agent of -^thefNktional railways [of,'Mexico^ia'distrib-
utlng^a;,handsome ;folder ,'of,,j£he -' ceh-
;tenary:^celebratibn J

iof.."Mexico's ;;?inde-
ipehdence~VJ"Besid#iJ largfe >iiumber iof

lllustratiohs'[of.^the;old andmewrnew Mexico,the booklet- contains a von-
;ci,se'history Jof |the^ republic -and \a. pro-

Igram 'IQt;even ts scheduled* for Icele-
bratlon.'^whlch*-willvlast'7during :the
:'entyr^nionthTbf-September.S:,The ? folder
is replete £with- :a':- description* of the
?celebratioh.>^t'

""
: * .. -. •-••

'\u25a0 r"-, .-•'.\u25a0 r/JJ>;'.
•

.'~. ••„\u25a0'""*• ?
" '' '

"*>\u25a0""•

:.vH.VJ.^Morleyjhas •;\u25a0 been jappointed la
traveling} freights agent of;the iWestern.Paciflc^with; headquarters "at-Elkb, N«v.'

;IW.^F.'^Herrin,":>ice-:president^; IW.^F.'^Herrin,":>ice-: president^ and
.'cbunseltof^the* Southern -Pacific.';; leftWednesdayCeyehingsfor "the north*. He
will:meet tPresideht'Lovett at Portland.

«A7.11U1-IXG PASSIOX
;.;14-'The

Athermometer was;a hundred at|jiooni4yesterday,'^:;said •?"tlie'^rnan who
watches J:the- weather.! -"Today: it'J.'is
rdown'itoj DS.'V? '.ii^-r. "'•;\u25a0>-"-, .*-V :-.''.-r.'"''

\u25a0v.- '.'My!"h rejoined \his wife, absent mind-edly.;{ii'lsh't that a i;bargain?7~Wash^
jlnjjton~ St3r» (

.'i -. ~ .' », .. \u25a0'. r-
v
*".. \u25a0"''-. [*•'.'"',?,.

CHARLES BEKTZOKICADELL, a capitalist of
"i'"Londori.Vhi :making".'his flrst^Ylslt to'thls comt-

7 try,, accompanied by his wlfe.Swho.'was for-.
; mcrly .a German 'countess. -T.bey are regl»\-

.; •.\u25a0 tered at the Talace. \u25a0

J. \u25a0M." DOTJGAN,". president "of the. Sound con-.
J atruction company, of Tacoma,". Is at the Talace '.
T-Trithvhls'wlfe.V' Donjjan" built the postofflce at
: Los • Angeles,,:which was recently •accepted by
'\u25a0; the government.

'
.'• ~•' '\u25a0-•'\u25a0'

-
• \u25a0'!*. * .>' ;"?-.\u2666'- •• •" -

W.'. B. McCORUICX, a banker of.Salt iIjike. w>-'.;:turned.from, a 'trip. to jAlaska ? yesterday ." with"
:and "Mr».*",W.* A; Gallasher.' 1

;-They "are .staying at the Palace. . . :
'

\u25a0" ;' \u25a0'•"-.•\u25a0 -•
\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0. \u25a0 ... ,. '

N.J.'..BAEKr of Salt Lake; C. -8.-Greeley of
.f'Bakersfleld "andftl"C.'-Bell^of Lexington ,'are
1- among tfce recent

'
arrlyals at the Manx.:•'<

WAREEH J.:
~ LYWCH, traffic' manager*- of the:

%New >Xork':Central -lines at Chicago, Is w,rCSla-Nw,rCSla-N

y tered "at -the;I'alaceJ-—
—

'

,-';;- _•\u25a0

'
't •\u2666:;\u25a0_-\u25a0« \'~\u25a0..'«»' '. '^

GEORGE ;\u25a0 HVESTIS, an • expert accountant "in
:' the; employTof.. thj'atatc. Is regiitered'at^ "the"
J; Stewart; 1

'
;:; . -

•\u25a0

*'
""-.\u25a0

"
\u0084S' "..*.-•

W. D.JFORSTEH, traffic manager of:the Tono- T
\ipab^and .' GoldSeld :railroad," Is<'a •guest: at

~<
the/

M. •UNDiaBEHGEit Vnd':R^LlndwberK«; rial.•••
nion packers ;of,Astoria, are

'
guests at, the' St. ->

•I Francis.* '•'"' -.'-.'' \u25a0

:*;_
' * .

:»'"\u25a0 •/•%.•\u25a0[,>-.\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0;•\u25a0'"*' \u25a0\u25a0• ;-. -'.\u25a0'..,
C.'{A.;BHAW,-manager of the. American "tour of
-•T. Ellen Terry, \»- at r tbe 'St."" FrancU with Mrs.:,/>.~ '. '\u25a0"\u25a0 '] ''>'^ \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0''-..\u25a0;;:. '

',•; I:\\-
"

W. \u25a0\u25a0E.-, BARLEY,>n 'oiloperator
'
of BakersfleW.

Is attbe St. Fr«nd« with Mrs. Barley.
\u25a0

• • *
\u25a0•,-;:•

R. B.IAND.L. X. XAHtf,\u25a0 sujrtr beet ralier*
from Hamilton C!ty,. are «t the Tnrpln:

D./O'MERA, a busln^sstnsn from 'Lo«"Angcle*.
and Mrs. O'Mera are ai the Behoont.

JTOHk'a; MeINTTHE, a mining man from Sac^_ramento, Is a at the Stanford.
H. J. MACO3CBE2, V rancher of ralctnes. isstaying at the St. Francis.

"
\u25a0-

GEOHGE L. C-TEX") HICXABD !*at tneWt..
,
-

Francis wttU Mrs. Rfckani.

E. C. GOODALZ, a raaehe/fnm Lemon Cltr•
CaL.Ms at the StanfonJ. . , w

MK.^ANBMRS.r. '£.' WEST of Stockton "are
\u0084 Kneit* at the Fairmont. .
H. \u2666WILUAMS. a man from Soath Da-

kota."Is'at the Turpin.

H. H. BEAK, a rancher . from Merced, and fam-
-ily;are 'at the: Dale.;- \'-\ \u25a0 .*"'

\u25a0\u25a0• •• '\u25a0> -' '. \u25a0 »'-" ".\u25a0\u25a0•' '•-\u25a0•:'•":
T»?P«A HARKED BOTHERS U a <pest at

*. *\u25a0 \u25a0 "»itsc°ut is >Cj*in,

J. MUITK, a merchant from' 'Arizona,
'
la at the

Dale. -••;- :V •-.;,,:.

rT? HE prevailing and fashionable -mental disturbance' over: the,
I automobile habit ;"thai .lias found -expression :

vamong" eminent
financiers bllate provokes Colonel George Harvey 'to .words

of scorn,' heape^up and' given full-measure -in
an editorial printed by Harper's" Weekly. The
whole country for.half:a year has been seeking

scapegoat pn .which to pile the blame for
Vthe high cost of living. \ The politicians .have

spent anxious hours laboring to prove that the '\u25a0tanff'had neither'' art
nor part in raising*prices. The trust magnates, protest like a man i;in
the dock that tKey only exist to cheapen production (and arc'-\really
ihc true benefactors of the human race. . . ; ' r

.But somcbcKly or -something^inust be found to
'bear 'the, blam e|

and, accordingly, some ingenious friend of the accused, made tlie
discovery that the American people themselves are the delinquents

SONOMA county grows all the fruits of the temperate zone to
perfection, besides many of those that are native to the tropics.
It is a county of boundless horticultural potentialities, and

doubtless was for this reason selected tby
Luther Burbank as the most favorable locus
for the exercise of his plant "wizardry," as; it
has been called, although, in fact, it ofily
means patient work intelligently applied un-

der favorable conditions
—

such conditions as Sonoma county sup-
plies in wide range.

In the Sebasfopol neighborhood, for instance, the apple comes
to its highest perfection. As a commercial fruit,' with'shipping and
keeping qualities and exquisite flavor, it;is.unsurpassed. The"Pajaro
valley long;ago 'discovered these facts and'has made a fortune;- or
rather a great many fortunes, out of them. Sebastopol; is"following
that example with profit and the application of intelligent:methods.

For a long tmiethe apple was a rather neglected fruit inrCali-
fornia, but now it is coining into its own. In the Rogue river Valley
of Oregon lands are now selling at prices that seenr fabulous! arid
the unprecedented scale of prices is.due, to the, great fortunes, that
have been made out of apples*. In'that country^unimproved lands are
quoted as high as $1,200 an acre. ". ' . ;v,'.'::. /.''

The Sebastqpol people- have taken .up this industry with both
hands' under the scientific"methods of "Mr. Biifbank, 'and they 'are
making a gratifying success of the enterprise. ;: L- > "

:v
'

:
:

A DISPATCH printed in these columns indicates that Mayor
Z_\ Gaynor of Xew.York becomes, through the circumstances of

*\u25a0 his attempted assassination, a formidable candidate for the" democratic nomination for president. It will
not be denied that. even before, he was .\vound:.
Ed Gaynor was much .in the public eye. The
fight he has been" making against waste. and

. corruption in New.York has made hinv a cen-
ter ot observation. Itis on the cards that the democrats will,'-nomi-
nate him for governor of New York, and if he should be elected to
that office he would be hard to beat for the presidential nomination

Mayor Gaynors most prominent competitor for the democratic
nomination is Judson Harmon of Ohio, -now a candidate for re-elec-
tion as governor of that state. Harmon undeniably has macle an
admirable executive, and he belongs to the old fashioned school- of
democratic politicians. In the uncertain seesaw <jf democratic.poli-
tics the party may stick to the plan of alternating conservative with
radical candidates. Bryan may be regarded- as- definitely outof the
race for nomination, and the party may revert to; the nomination. of
one of the old school of a type similar to Alton Parker. The .'analogy,
however, would not help Harmon in addressing the electoral body,
of the country.

Although Bryan, will not cut' any" figure" as a."candidate^ his
influence must continue to be felt..; He is- no-friend of Harmon, who
treated him rather cavalierly not long ago;;and.'the trend of^contem-
porary politics indicates that the Nebraska man's support will be
given to Governor Folk of Missouri, on- whose" behalf an active cam-
paign for the democratic nomination has been at work for some time

THE public utilities committee of the supervisors will ask the
board next week to open negotiations for the purchase of the
Spring: Valley properties. We need not here discuss the details

of a proceeding of so much complication. It
-is sufficient to say that in one shape or an-
other the acquisition of the whole or part of
this, plant is an imperative necessity for the
city as well as a condition precedent to the

most advantageous development of S.an Francisco.
In fact this plant ought to have been acquired long ago. It was

once offered as a whole to the city for $13,000,000, arid it.has gone
on increasing in value ever since. This appreciation of values must
continue, and every day's delay about acquiring the property will
cost so much more. The value must advance with every increase
of the population of the city. Itis economy to buy.it unless San
Francisco proposes to stand still.

How much municipal and political corruption has resulted from
the refusal years ago to buy these properties when they were of-
fered at a comparatively small price. The cost of all that corruption
has come directly out of the pockets of the rate payers because the
corporation has simply shifted the burden to the people of the city.
Besides that there have been endless and continuing costs' of litiga-
tion unavoidably entailed by the perpetual conflict with the water
company. Itis time to cut off the drain on the resources of the con-
sumers. The city made a mistake when the recent proposition to
buy the plant was voted down, and this fact is tacitly admitted now
by the reopening of negotiations by. the board. We may hope that
the present movement willhave a more prosperous outcome than the
other. "

j r

THE cultivation -of the homeVjiiarket; for -home \u25a0\u25a0products", XvliicK,
:is the

'
purposeof ;th_e!.California 1

-
development board,: finds:favor

aiidrsuppprt; in^Oiregon:-^Mjv-Newton f%w^o.
has-been visiting Portland iiithe^interest of
tlie;development board- vivas' favorably re-
ceived/ by- the commercial clubJof'tHatfcii^anH
was-promised support y:for.,the ;< movemehtVas
well -as 1 backing r for the :Panama-Pacific }.expo^

Sitioli^prpjeci^|A^league ;ofrsom
state of Pregon and thejre-is opromisej^
iThe Oregon press takes^an:adva\icedjstand=ori^the"general;si!bject?of
co-operation amongvPacific^cbastvcities

'
for?the;accomplisTirneht^of

purposes; ;political; commercial vand^
theprosperity/pf this- region bHany^

\u25a0 .'; { The;Los; Ang'desvchamb^
\u25a0 onthe^r^uest of:,thc;PortlanldAchamlDerJpf'cm^•'\u25a0'.. to"have a-P^jfic^coast mari7 app6intc(l^ou*the -new-tariff commission:^.This =

", • is'a;hopefulfsign of;.thc:gettogether^spirit that- is^scTmuclfs needed onfthe
f :Pacifict coast.
. .between thclarge^pbrts; of the icoast; but;there 'areialsq repeated

"occasions when* it:isr6i-the ;greatest^necessityl that- allTofn,these,: ports^':
• join together ?to> fight^icommon';' cncmy.l--' vHa 4si'the^busihcss~-'-'interests :of ,Los^Angeles,, SeatUe;a^{d;T^omarmad^ks;>strbngVa^fight j;"

Ugamst the'Spokane;d?mandiforlterniinahrat^as^
;and;-.San".'Franciscojpeople, :

.':the^enti re;;xoast?might^ have" been!in'better-
position today. ;The- coast cities;should^forgetitheTmildibruisesUhey^gct

\u25a0 fronr one another^ kst;they;be;uiipVeparedfor;theVmdr^
:.theyniay, all receiver fromoutside^ource's.' "- *\u25a0.

"' • >\
- --
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.-\u25a0 -'Thef/dcvelopuient ;biardisvpreachinghhis spirit of mutual* help-
for .\u25a0; coast ..jiei^hjiors. Oregon, Washington, California and
Nevada united -and pulling 'together- should Uuak'e a;strong :teamr^ r

The proportion of dishonest, gas meters disclosed by these tests
can not be said to be unduly large. Of course, it niight^be mjpich
larger, if the machinery of inspection did riot-exist, but taking: the
results at their face value, the proportion of:.err6r is not "unnaturally
Jarge. We should think that the lighting\u25a0corporations .would- wel-
come- a system of examination, because the meters that they supply
are necessarily under suspicion, owing to the fact that the companies
are the only,buyers for these. machines, :A, corporatioiv.that desires
a; reputation for honesty 'should court investigation^ " " ~: ' '\u25a0

rir*HE.gas meter; is the .only inmate: of our. homes -that?'. lias ;-no
I'.friends. Indeed, this unobtrusive^ instrument is often regarded

\u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'.
•*• ( as \u25a0• a*thief, ahd^onietimes it:is..;-

s
At any. rate, the New York

public service -commission.,; believes that the
meter will -bear watching and* has. instituted
machinery; for 'that, purpose Which might- very
well bevdiiplicated ;in"other cities. Lyman

T
;'Beecli'er ,'Sto\ve, writing nr fhe' 'Review of

Reviews, describes ttie^work : \ . :: . V
As/successOr to' the state commission of gas an,d-:electricity^arid the

* :

state inspector'-of :gas-meters' the'-'New Yorkl^public-service commissioti
, lias achieved fvindamental :reforms^ in'the/field :of gas and electricity which:Jean onlyibe"referred 'to in;^passing. .;No %as Tor electricahmet'erjrnay now
'be; installed untilvtested andrsealed'as correct by, the- commission. In

\u25a0 former "days ;the ;"state; inspector v woutd haye.^say^ a 'half .-dozen-, meters^ :
;tested^out of alot of. three or four hundred, and if found correct he wbuldTIaccommodatingly approve as correct the .entire •number.*^ This wasriilce
'^testing ..a'^ h"alf;dozen 'eggs on a.:farm:^and then'^guaranteeing the freshness. of all the eggs; iri;thp country in- which the farm'was"located. Last year,

alone the commission^tested 357,793 gas. meters, and of this number
'3,443 v

Iwere found to be fast. :rVVhen"a rheterrisfast^beybnd -Hie:slight deviation/ 7

allowed by law the" company 'must'''pay' the expense. of--' the test "while :if
"

it is slo\y the consumer, must bear the expense: "At the instance of the.
-

."commission the companies. annually return thousands of dollars' to con-
sumers who havebcen overcharged, thrqughtlic exactions of fast meters.

because they are wasting their substance on the purchase and keep
of road machines. To quote Colonel Harvey :

Bankers have declared war on the automobile—bankers of the east
as wellas of the west and south. Orders have been issued quite generally
to loan no more money to beused in 'purchase of cars. "The^ reason
assigned is that motoring has, become. an? "extravagant, wasteful craze,'A
which must be checked, or. the country willgo to^the bow wows.- May
be so, but we don't believe it. No doubt a good many, people buy auto- _^

mobiles v.'ho can not afford to do so. A few, perhaps, as the horrified "•
bankers say, have mortgaged their homes to pay for them. Others have
failed to take into account the costof upkeep. Grant-all that!-. They will"
learn,-, won't they? /'And if their experience .proves to' be/dear, they are
the^ ones who willhave to stand it, aren't they? To argue that money
tightness is due to the great sums, invested in cars is nonsense. The \u25a0

dollars paid go to the manufacturers, and by them are distributed among
tlieir workmen and disbursed for materials. They neither leave' the
country nor go up in *moke. They, merely change hands- and find their
way through various channels from one bank to another. -'. Nor is it true

-
that, as a rule, the motor is a luxury. A vast majority jjf the 200,000 ri
machines made this year go to the fanners, small tradesmen, doctors and
lawyers throughout the. country. They supplant, horses because they are
more efficient.' They earn and save money quite' as'often as they induce,
the squandering of it."^Probably three-fifths or \u25a0 more .are cared for and '\u25a0,-\u25a0
operated by. their owners, who buy cheap gasoline instead of dear- oats.v
Quite likely they liave not-yet attained their- full value. in economics. v
That takes time. But they are getting there and are bound to reachVthe;
goal as certainly as the steam railway, coach supplanted thi staged coach.

.Best.:6f all,, better, even .than -the commercial advantages derived from
tlieiruse, they are fetching comparatively isolated folks into contacts with
thei' fellows.

. ..To be sure the outcry about automobiles- is. mostly inonsense.
People buy them because they need them in their business, and they
iieed a great many of tliem. No doubt there are plenty of extrava-
gant people now, as always, who are prone to exceed their;:nieans f

-
but.this element may be regarded.as negligible. If these people were'
not lavishing their money on automobiles they, would be buying
champagne baths or -indulging in some other form of folly;that'
attracts the. weak minded. . •* : • ..... . .V', • .
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