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AI.ADonce dreamed he had become
the emperor's son in law. In the
morning' he spoke to his parents

about the wonderful dream he had had, •
and they, of course, Immediately want-
ed to know more about It,but. the boy
only said:

\u0084

*
"Icouldn't possibly tell; you what It .

was, much as IwouldMike to."
Thlg reply made the parents of the

boy very angry. They declared that he
.was- the most obstinate boy they had
ever known and grave him a sound"
thrashing. The boy ran out into the
highroad and \n\ his misery began to
cry. .

At that moment "an Imperial Tartar
passed by. on the road and. said to the •

boy:

"What's" the matter with you? What
are you crying like that for?".

. "I am fn,good health,: thank you,"

replied. the lad, "but, oh, brother, Ihad
a dream, and as Idid not want to tell
my.father and; mother they beat me

.', green.and .blue and called me, an ob-
stinate youngster." '_, ,

"All right," said the Tartar, "if you
.did"not feel like telling your dream/ to

your 'parents tell it to;me, as Iam an

imperial servant. ,1 may.comniunlcato
'

-It:to my master, which would not be
• to your disadvantage."
!.: "But if you were the emperor himself .
.1 woTuld not tell it," insisted the boy.

*);- The Tartar went a.3 fast as he could
to the emperor and told him every word ."

fhe* had learned from the boy, and im-
mediately the emperor sent: out another. man to catch the;boyj and bringhim, to
the palace Of course, the boy was not

/strong enough to resist, and'so he pres-
ehtly found himself before the emperor,

but again he refused to tell the dream; :';•'
The emperor •was, of course, very

angry. "Do you know you are speak- lv

ing- 'to the emperor," he said,- "and
.that, if you refuse to obey me

*
Iwill

have ,you thrown*into the deepest

geon,' where you may reflect on the
'proper- manner in. which to- obey your :

imperial master?"
, But the boy still refused to tell his
dream, y "Idon't care whether you are
emperor or not," he said, "I.am 'not

-willingto telimy dream." , /
\u25a0 Of course, there was nothing left for

the emperor to do but to. put,him into ..'
prison, and this he did; and all day
long the lad sat in his dungeon room .:-
wondering how he would "be able to

,got out of the scrape in which he found -:

":, himself.
"~ *' ... a

',
• In the -neighboring room he could,

hear the J noise -of knives, and' forks.
Oh, how hungry, he, suddenly felt! Ho

'

could hardly stand it. Immediately' he
commenced to go over- the wall with >

his hands to"see if there was a place

thin enough for him to break through.

To make a,long story short, < he final-
*

ly succeeded -in making a hole In • the
wall. And, my life, what .did he see ? ;

You would never believe*,it;. It seems
:that was the princess* room on the
other side of the partition and there -
was the princess fast asleep^ ,At her
feet a colored candle was burning; and \u25a0

a white one at her head, and around
her were scattered her faithful women/

V servants. Near by was a table laden
with delicious food and drinks. When
the lad 'had eatenall ho could and had
stuffed hla pockets full,,so that nothin g
more wouldgo in, he stole back to his
room: and closed up the. opening in the
wall so that <no one could see In the
least that the wall had been injured. .

In awakening next morning: the prin-
cess saw that tha food had disappeared
and blamed the maids for It. Of course,
they all insisted they had not touched
a crumb, but the princess would not be-/
Ueve it.^9lo(«P>wßS

Every niffht for about a week the
lad stole. Into the room at night and
finally the* princess got tired pf it and
decided 'to ;catch the thief. So ono
evening she besmeared her eyes with
a maglo herb, so that she could see all
that was going on. with eyes closed.
Toward midntght\the lad again broke
through the. wall, ate up all be could
and then" quickly made for .his roora.
lint at thai instant the princess jumped
up and caught hold of his hand. The
lad trembled like, birch leaves. He
fell on his. knees and told the princess
everything, and as she was a good
hearted and kind young girl she l'pr-
gave him- his tricks 'and told him to
go back to his room.

'.The following morning the emperor
announced to hia daughter, tha princess,
that sh« wua of age and it was time
for her to choouu a husband. The pria-

i •

stomach a, little bit with the food and \u25a0-•

,drink and that ho was quite
'
ready to

havesupper.
Angry, beyond comprehension, the

princes offered another wager. They
agreed to get up a furnade, which a man
of the emperor's son in law's party was
to get into. Ifhe did not burn up* the
emperor's son in law was to have all
their fortunes and treasures, and, on
the other hand, if he did ;burn up they
would get: the; prlncesß, his wife and all
the companions.

'

A tremendous furnace was heated
and the man who drank up ithe lake
Jumped in. Once in the: oven the im-
mense . quantities of the water which
he had swallowed "\u25a0 put out the fire in
less time than; it takes me .to tell.
Seeing this, ,the sultan's Bons got aw-
fully scared and implored the emperor's
son in law to let them have * a third
and last bet, to which he consented.
They proposed that a quick footed man
from his party should run into this,and*
that mountain to get a jug 1,full' of
water while they sent a witch to do the
same, and whichever of the two re-
turned first .would be .the winner. So
tho emperotfs son -in law chose the
man ; who

*

overtook the bird within
three hours, gave him the jug to bring
in the water, -while the old witch got
a pumpkin flask. The .witch flew up
in the air and the man started to run .
into this and that mountain, got there'
first and reached out for
the water. And Just while ho was
filling the jug to .the brim the witch
arrived.

Now, you wouldn't believe it, but it
Is just as Isay,; for before he had a
chance even to as much as look up and
see what sort of a bird touched him,
she took the jug and, leaving him the
empty pumpkin flask, was off on her
way back. Well, of course, while the
man had to stop to fill the pumpkin
flask again the witch got a,fine start.. Inthe meanwhile the man who heard
the grans grow heard from afar the
rustle of her wlnga. Quickly he ran
to the emperor's »on in law and aaid:

"Listen, the witch cheated our fellow
awfully. She. took the Jug with water
which he Just filled and left him the
empty pumpkin flaHk. Thus she got a
fine start and will be here In another
moment. Ican hear the rustle of her
wings." Than the omperor's son In
law called the man who had" thrown
a lance up Into the sky which had
never returned, lie commanded thisman to hurl a spear up into the clouda,
which struck the witch, so that she
turned a somersault in the air and
spilled all the water she was carrying.
Of course, the princes lost this wager
also, and presently the emperor's son
in law and hia 1,000 companions re-
turned to their homes with great piles
of treasure, and perhaps they are liv-
ing happily today. Who can «ay?

-••while they met a man who was stand-
ing in tho middle of the road and look-

, ing toward every region of theheavens.
"How do \you do?" asked the emperor's
son in law. '"What are you looking
about for,like that?" "I:laid-a" wager
with a bird that Iwould be tho swifter
of us two, and here Iam now for three

\u25a0 hours at the mark; waiting for him,"
:said the man. :

; ,The emperor's son in law marveled• about such swiftness, and said: fWould
you be willing:to;join me, brother?
ITheIprinces hare invited

"
me to have

supper with them; you shall have good
food there." This .man, too, consented
immediately, and fso there were already
997 men:. Presently, in marching along
they came: to a man \who stood in the
middle of .the street and stared .up into
the blue sky. .

"How,do .you do?" asked the emper-
or's son in law. "What under the. sun
are you. staring up like that for?'" "I
have cast up* a javelin and now.I'have
waited here for three hours, but it
does not come. back." So the emperor's
son in law asked; him also to. join him,
which ;he^ immediately did. Now there
were 998 companions. After wandering

. for about ;an hour they met a man who
wasiscratching out the .kettle where
600- pound's of corn 'mush; had been
cooked and eaten up. by himself. "How-
do . you do T, said the emperor's son

,ln law. "What on earth are you doing

hero with this big kettle?"* "By Jove."
replied the man. "nothing, at all. I
got myself, a little luncheon, and if it
had only been more Icould have stood
it beautifully."

This man also was Invited to Join the
companions, which he did with the
greatest of pleasure, bo they were now
999 in all. They went,on. In another

\u25a0 hour they happened to meet a man who
had just drunk up a. whole lake and
was now watching the flshes struggle
along without water.

"How do you?" What are you doing
here?" said the emperor's son in law.
"Why, surely it's not worth while talk-
ingabout," replied the man. "Iwas Just
a wee bit thirsty and so Idrank up this
trifle of a lake.. Iam watching tho
llsliea to see wbat they are going to. do
without tIJ9 water."

This man, too, was bidden to join the
company, which he did with great Joy,
and thus a thousand men reached the
palace aa the Invitation had specified.

Dut to their dismay they found enough
supper for at least 4,000 persons. Im-
mediately the emperor's eon in law saw
the trick, and so he sent the GOO pound
corn mush eater to taste the food and
drinks, lie took a spoon, went from
pot to kettle, from kettle to pot, List-
ing here and tasting there, and in no
time all was cleared up and neither
drop nor crumb was left. Upon that he
returned to the emperor's sun in law,
told him how he hud Just tickled his

cess was willing1, but said that -she t

wished to take only that man who was
able to '\u25a0 throw an arrow

-
across .the big

towers of the \u25a0ci ty walls- vThe emperor
consented ;.• to:',her -Iwish,; and next day
the A pashas, '.'princes ,jand counts as- ,

sembled jin -
the imperial castle.

;{.• Alltried one after the other, but none
could throw the \u25a0 arrow as;high ,as the
city;wall, much* less across' the /high. 1
towers/ 'Now, when the :princess saw
this she ,asked ;.her • father to send :for
th© slave whom;he had' sent to prison a
week ago, and have v him\try. to throw

:':' the arrow.,i
'

y \u25a0'\u0084*' \u25a0 _*"••/" '\u25a0-
iThe emperor, not a little astonished

at,her, request, for ho thought the lad.
%. had;-!perished ;in;»,prison .' long ago for

want of:;food, ,sent Immediately after
him. , But.his amazement; grew consid-

-
erably when he sawjhow fat the pris-
oner had andthow splendid he
looked. He handed him the -arrow to
throw across the;'towers, while.the
noblemen laughed "at the youngster,
who;was going to try to do what they

could not accomplish.
*
But Boon -the

laughter stopped as if it had been
"
cut

Inv two,; for they saw the :arrow shoot
across the; tower and sink itself in n

marble-block two yards deep. ;:On;see- .
ing this the emperor paid no attention
whatever to the lad's humble descent,
but made him a knight on the spot and
gave him his beautiful princess as his
wife, not to speak of costly presents
besides.

Of course now, having been conquered
-like that, the pashas, princes and
counts were angry treyand

'
saying,

.Therefore to win the emperor's daugh-

ter from the unknown hero they invitea
them both to be their guests the coming
Friday, and also to bring with them a
thousand companions. They said, be-
sides that they would prepare plenty
of drink and food, but if.only a drop of
the beverage remained, or a crumb of
the food the emperor's daughter would
bo theirs and also the thousand com-
panions. They all agreed v

and promised
to be there at the time appolnt«d.

\u25a0At the start on Friday only 935 men .
arrived, but the emperor'a. son in law
did not worry and with his wife
marched at the head of the crowd. On
the way he met a man who with one
ear was touching the ground, as though
listening to something.

"How do you do?" sitld the emperor's
aon in law, "For goodness* sake, what
are you doing here?"

"Why, sura enough, nothing at all.
As ihad Just a little tiraa Iwas listen-
ing to the grass to hear how it was'
growing," eaid the man. When the
emperor's son in law heard this be
asked: "Would you like to Join me,
brother? 1 havo been Invited to sup-
per; you shall have good food there."
The man consented right away, and so
they were already 996 men. They pro-
ceeded ou their journey aud iva short
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