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At one time the ewhole site of Ala-
meda was owned by Luis Peralta and

2
gty
S

the king of Spain. Later, the grant

was confirmed by Micheltorena, Span-

ish governor of upper California. ‘When. .

this state was admitted into the union

it was again confirmed by the govern-
ment of the United States, :
. In the earl times the population
© was centraliz but the installment of
railroads spread the residences over the -
peningula. It would take (oo much-
time to describe the work and perse-
wverance of the early pioneers that made

Alameda what it Is—one of the most

beautiful residential cities in Califor-

pia, possibly in the United States. In
/ 1864, with but 100 inhabitants, Alameda
was Incorporated for the first time by
an act of legisiation and its boundaries
fixed. In 1876 the first water plant
was installed.  Churches, steres and
schools were now being started, The
beautiful and plcturesque scenery, its
perfect climate, was the attraction to
many people and Alameda was the
scene of any number of picnics,

Did ever a town makeé such a won-
derful progress - as has Alameda? Is
there any other town on the. Pacific
coast that has in® the present genera-

on as near perfect a sewer system,
fire and Xollce departments or schools
as has Alameda? No; there is not.
Alamedans pride themselyes on their

interesting.
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town, the pride of California, A P

Having the advanfage of being on
the bay, a number of boat clubs have:
been organized, The bnthln[‘l and row-
Ini has attracted many people and has
not only helped to Eopula e Alameda
but has also made the people of Ala-
meda very healthy. That, together with
a good government, the abundance of
natural oaks and shade trees, is. the
main reason why I am happy to he
able to state that there is not, in my .
opinion, on the Pacific coast, and even
in the whole state of California, such
a magnilicent, beautiful and wonderful
city as Alameda,
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on a camping .trip..' I ‘went

§ .| AWARDED A PRIZE | | AWARDED A PRIZE
Wi - THECITY OF ALAMEDA ~  YOSEMITE VALLEY
] 0 GRAHAM ROMEDCRAFT. . IVY MYRTLR TOCKEY, .
R araae, Magsiok Benaer, Ame M N e itk epe. Lincols
X © 18 Years . - Age 14 Years

formed a part of the Rancho de San . Pah o S v “to Tiake

Antonio. "It was granted.to.him as a' Tahoe, Echo lake, Cilaveras big treps,
-{‘ bonus for services rendered his coun- Tuolumne, Merced grove of Blg frdin
. try in 1820 by .Pablo.Vicente de Sala, . and to.the Yosemite vakay, : o 8
+ then- governor of California, who was Of all the places I ..vlsitéq. Yosemite

given permission to make the grant by . valley with = its gigantic ‘walls . on

aut‘ltu_l and

Sees the beautiful

the floor

fall

trees,

00 feet and 60

meadows, falls

of feet
to be

After clamber >
‘mountain side AT eaw thie
valley we starte
four miles awa
level valley through
and over silver streams,
flowing from the beautiful

of the

mp ground,
€ drove along the
forests, meadows
which are

8, where

falling hundreds

down these solid rock mountah?ts. Y

last we reached the pretty Iittle town
About a mile away from

the town was the camp ground, where

there are beautifu)

owers growing.

At

ferns and
Here  hundreds

of

le were camping, every one
ovely time.
he entrance to the valley on the
Capitan, a type of
andurlnf massiveness, being an enor-

ock of solid granite 3,300 feet
in height, with a smooth vert
of more than 1
superficlal area,
edge overhangs

cal face
acres in

In one place the top
nearly 100
In a slight depression about 1,000
feet above the base there is

owing a

r
streets, their schools, their parks and lone - pine tree, which | g actual
playgrounds—everything that 1s the ‘measurement 80 feet ?n helght,

making of anodel city, From a cattle On another Part of the face of Rl
ranch Alameda has with great rapidity .. ' Capitan.is plainly to be seen in certain
grown to be a beautiful residential. . conditions of 1ight the figure of a

west and apparently fray-

at direc

robe and a

tion,
low

clothed
crowned hat.
of Yosemite

in a

valley

re To-tan-kon-nu-la and

upreéeme reverence
remote

of

slanting

their

western

as a
ans-

. On the crowning ridge of Bl Capi- -
tan, 8,600 feet above the valley, there
{8 & juniper tree growing which
cireumference breast

The Three Brothers, 8830 feet high,
are a triple group of rocks which rise
in steps, one back of the other,

is
high,

with
surface,

.- the falls.

jected to their

- ¢hose this spot

~Barbara: -

“The surrounding country is beauti-

that which greets him as.-he approaches.

lake that looks just like a wash basin.

... The place i8 like a cave, for on three
. sides it has high walls all' covered ‘with
«~ moss and graceful ferns and vines. . 5
. The word : “najaqui” is from.the In- =
dian’language and means “honeymoon®' -

and the water falling over the:rocks is

spreads -out as’ it goes toward the
ground. These falls, they say, are never

~-dry, being supplied from the Santa Ynez

river, which flows by the old mission.
. This country.-was overrun by an In-

dian tribe before the padres came and -

, e . .'the story is told that an Indian chief
€s. over the !
the lofty Sierras he e it et

- valley with its -forests,
. and granite walls thousands
below, The sight is one never

stole a beautiful Indian girl from her
futher's home- becanse the
marriage, wanting to
give his daughter to a chief who was
wealthy. . He pitched a -tent on the

_edge -oft this beautiful spot and there

they “passed their honeymoon. They
because it was high
and they could see anybody who might
pursue them,:

“The girl's father and the Indians of
his ¢amp came: in search of her and as
they came in sight of the tent they
began to use their bows and arrows,
One ‘of the arrows hit the c¢hief and
killed him and the girl threw ‘herself:

“ over the cliff and was drowned. in the

waters of the lake. She preferr¢d death
to. her - father's "anger. - The Indians
then called the place “Najaqui” and the
name has clung to the spot ever since,

1 AWARDED A PRIZE |

YOSEMITE HIS FAVORITE

ERNEST SIMARD,
Box 84, Stockton, Cal, 14 Years Old

It I were agked what I'considered the
most \ntcrunllu place in Callfornia;, my
thoughts would quickly turn to the
greatest - of "all. nature’s wondeérs, -the
Yosemite vaHey, situdted in:the Sierra
Navada mounthins,

The first view of the valley ig an awe
Inspiring scene, On-the left is Kl Capi-
tan and across the valley: is the: beau-
tiful Bridal Veélil falls, ‘and beyond this
is  Sentinel - roek, “rearing ‘its mighty
head as a gudardian Lo the entrance. of
this great park.

On-the north sidé dre the. Yosemite
falls; . Here the Merced river plunges
down a  height: of - 2,600 feet: in . three

jumps, ereating o rvogr that |8 heard for
miles,  Btanding. at the top of the falls
one can not but-realize how small and

“beauty, with the Golden
ful, but-the tourist is really not expect- anc
© 'ing to ‘see such‘a-echarming sight as - Shorés of the:Pacific. -
The water dashes over. a .-
.cliff ‘about- 40 or 50 feet high: into -a

-Indians lived in. this. p

s " they “were mos PRI .00
“like -a_real bridal veil, for as the air -
stirs:-the. water “it - looks’ like some

; ; Jand the food became sc i
'guazy material blowing arcund, and it along

latter ob-.

‘cent. " Also ‘the  city parks.add to the GOLDEN GATE PARK

:  GEORGINA L. SCHLUETER,
-GN the. city of the 24 Balmy Lane, City. Age 11 Years
e AR s e g o B v ... One: does not need to travel up north
.mﬁ,';,"‘{,‘»y’z“,’,‘;{'e;f“',‘," yas told to my . “{o Mount Shasta, south to the beautital
ing a study of ed,,,?’cgé"sﬁg,gg:;l_gl&k- climate of the southern cities, or. east
old manuscripts which 'h'e"tou'ndy]‘n t!m' i e Tt rser. jo disegver

Gate park,

grandest ln.ghe,world.zextenmgg‘ to .:’2:
b "Who could help.
:but ‘love this place, th ho' could help.

~missions. It runs something like this: THaTh. I8 the GWONL-Ihieresiing gt in
“ i this grand state of California. - The
i few hundred years ago, when the = ‘most Interesting spot lies before us in

California,

‘the heart of our great city, San Fran-
cisco. . The spot. is Golden Gate park,
~with ‘the swaying boughs and trees
~surrounding -it. from. all sides. Golden
Gate park may not be the grandest
spot, but to me it is the most inter-

v mostly engaged, in cattle -
raising., As:the dry season .aj brbag‘hel.d
;P;el;-a:'atlle 'n_lortth?'ard_ along .th.); ‘:::31‘;:
¢ as. what is now e

h[andoclno.-‘cbuntles_."," Mhis Ty i ad

: This led 'him to ' estin spot In all California. 3
;nakg f]urther Anvestigations. and - he one i% fagn[llar with this 'pg.‘lﬁ(. il
tg:{l_ “t":gt‘tthotr: wids no entrance at The children all -enjoy . the . play-
e Shme. ot e bay. through .the ground. . That is their favorite spot.
arive " il i ay G Ofhe e, miseum Jo ths Exownupe potnt of
(four'at‘f‘lfom Monterey north. T What 1s o e o s The  Eahase appekin

| 3 What is
now: San: Francisco bay was an im-
;ne‘nse luke. with its outlet at Monterey
Ly, ’

3 Thjs may. account for the fact that
Sir Francis Drake. did not discover San
IFrancisco bay. The - legend further
runs:. “A terrible earthquake occurred
which threw up<the ‘earth's crust and
shut out the ocean ‘there, ' Further-
moré, it broke into the. western moun-
tains: and..left the open ‘spacé now
known ‘as the . Golden gate” 'Is this

to - me so mich as the beautiful land-
scapes. and scenery that one sees
everywhere. A quiet rest under a shad
tree with The Junior Call is all I nee
It is then that I enjoy reading The
Junior Call most of all. . Not in my
home—resting - quietly and peacefully
in the grandest of parks, Golden Gate,

There are other interesting spots I
know of but. havé never visite , and
vet even if I travel all over this wide
world and see the splendid sights of
London and Paris or visit the white-

not wn interesting legend, Juniors, and clad - mountains of  Swit

n n i 4 g leg i h y § zerland,

one worth pneuel_\ing.’ 1] heart will always be in one pllx(ace “11151,
3 e iane my own country, my own state, m
THE VALLEY OF “FALLING owy city ‘and ‘ last, {ut not least, 11{

dear old Golden Gate park.

THE PLEASURES OF SANTA
. CRUZ

BERTHA FURZE,

6 A Street. Roosevelt School, B 'Third
Grade, Age 10 Years

WATERS”

HELEN LONSDALE,
Stoekton, Cal, 221 North San Joaguin
St.  Fifth Grade, Age 11 Years.
Our. state is noted: for its wonderftul
scenery, numerous springs and groves
of ‘giant. trees, The remarkable at-

tractiong of the great Yosemite valle

AT® \vuﬁd’ fumbuss. The valley 1‘;113’, The most interesting spot to me |8
Mariposa: county, on . the west slope Santa Cruz, }Vhlvh I have visited two
of the Slerras, Here in a Space 20 summers. There 4are. man pretty

miles long and 10 miles wide are prob-  Rlaces around Santa Cruz, We visited

dably shown: more -yvarieties of grand the = fish hat¢hery at Brookdale and
and beautiful scenery than ecan be my father and “_l\"-"lﬂ' took me to see
found in . any similar  area in the the big trees . Some are so large you
world. Here . magnificent gcenery, can stand Inside of them; there is also
cliffs’ and majestic . waterfalls ‘mingle a swinging bridge,. - over . which my
with silvery lakes and gigantic vege- father and I walked, My mother did
tatiop, “offering & combination which not go over it because she was too
words can..not - describe,  The bottom nervous,  We went automobiling and
of “the valley is  thickly wooded ‘and also  walked dround the eliffs, where
through it runs. a stream @s cold ‘and =~ many rocks have: been worn away by
clear -as the flelds of snow and ice the waves.

froni' which it takes' Its source.  The Sometimeés we would go on the fish-
eliffs und. domes . ahout ‘the .valley ermen’s. wharf and s€é them unload
range from: 7,000 10 “9,000 . feet, . The theé boats.  They bring in lots of dif-
Mérced - river falls “ from: these - ¢liffs ferent kinds of fish, amorig them niany
inithrée leaps, making a uu“nn“.‘.s starfish, - One day they cayght several
fall of 2,256 feet, This valley, “there- sharks. “But -what I-enjoy most of all
foree. must: rank. foremost-in the many is ‘the -heach: ‘at danta. Crag. . I could

wade all day in the water,

natural wonders *;ur stale,

2615

in - the’ ‘hammock.

tains,

where the

FAIR YOSEMITE

——

&
KATHERINE ROTH,

School.

Laguna street,
A EI..‘hth Grade, Pacific Heights
12 Years
¢ 1t was a warm summer day, and feel-
ing rather tired I decided to take a na
Taking up a boo
on the subject of the Yosemite moun-
I made my way to the yard,
hammock was placed be-
Opening my

San Franeisco.

neath the shady trees,

book 1 started to read about the beauti-
of the Yosemite.
about 15 minutes my book dropped, and
In a few, minutes [

ful scener

my eyes closed,

was fas

Now 1 will relate my
Juniors, and you will understand why
I chose Yosemite as my favorite spot.
"1 was on the train,

t asleep,

window waving goodby

friends,

ful Yos

emite,

from E1 Portal,

We reached the valley and took

to

our abode at one of the camps.

Veil falls,

interest,

I was just on my way home when
bump, bump, down went the hammock

and I with it.

Thus I was awakened from a very
pleasant dream in this most unpleasant

manner,”

all

After

dream tofyou,

seated by the
my
After a delay of about two
minutes the train puffed out of the sta-
tion, I was on my way to the wonder-
We reached our desti-
nation in due time and I took the stage

u
ith
some friends I visited Yosemite Bridal
and many other

w

places of

THE MOST INTERESTING

SPOT IN CALIFORNIA

——

MARGUERITE HELLANI,
Pacifie

3783 Ol

lay

Street,

Helghtn

School, A Elghth Grade. Age 14 Yeary

In the fair land of California there
laces in which one may find
Plng gpot, 1 select, Juniors, to
San Fran-

are many
an interes
my pride, the great city of

This beautiful spot, which na-
ure has situated so beneficially with
its good harbor, its hills of great ad-
vantage and its pretty

fisco.

not resemble the city of

eisco are indeed kept

tion.

Our Golden Gate park Is one of the
I have traveled to

finest in the world.

man

]b
vxce{s Golden Gate,

Indeed, Juniors, we have much' to be

n

ark,

better

It does
ew York, for
although that is more of a commercial
city the streets and people of SBan l"rn’x}-
condl-

laces, but. I don't think any park

proud of in the great city of San Fran
naturally

clsco.

on-edart
home,

Many
h

(o me

people
select other places, but the dearest spot
is. San - Francisco,

sweet home,

would

k

my

/

sunny state of California I lové my
own dear native town of San Fran-
cisco the best. I am only 9 years old,
so I have not seen very many other
places, I have seen Boulder Creek,
Santa Cruz, Vallejo, Alameda, Berkeley,
Sausalito and several others, but none
can compare with dear old San Francis-
co. I think Golden Gate park, with its
beautiful conservatories, avairy, play-
'¥ounda, lakes, bears, not forgetiing
the museum, bandstand and the quaint
Japanese tea . garden, is beautiful.
Then we have the Presidio and our
lovely beach and CIliff  house, Seal
rocks, beautiful Sutro heights with
the curious funny little men, the Mis-
sion Dolores with its ancient adobe
roof and sweet chiming mission pells,
and Chinatown with s0 many odd
houses, Any one having the = blues
need only visit one of these interest.
ing places and I am sure they will
feel much happier for doing so.
like the park best because every time
I go there I see so many poor families
enjoying themselves without having
much expense, I hope when I am
big I will have enough money to help
to improve our lovely and hospitable
greater San Francisco,

BELVEDERE

VELMA E. OWLER,
Mountain View, Santa Clara County;
Seventh Grade

Belvedere 1 think the most interest-
ing spet in California, because I am
very fond of the water, I think it is
beautiful to see the yachts and launch-
es go around the bay, 1 love to ride in
them when it is rough and the water
&goes gplashing all over the boat,

Belvedere hill is very beautiful and

when 1 go there I love to go around _

the point and see San Francisco and
Sausalito at a distance. San Francisco
looks very pretty and 1 at times wish 1
could Hve there, The homes are also
very handsome and the view from most
of them can hardly be described. One
can sit on a porch or at a window and
always see something new, interesting
and pretty to leok at, The trees around
the houses make them look inviting,

I like Belvedere for a number of rea.
sons, b like the secenery and (although
I am a girl) 1 like to play cowboy and
Indian among the trees.

A QUERY AASWERED

To the Editor—Dear Sir: 1 -want te
know if .1 am welcome.. We do not take
the. paper by -the  month; "but papa
brings home The Call eveéry morning.
We. have taken it for over 15 . years
Yours regpectfylly,

VEILMA E OWLER

The editor of the Junior Call and
Alonzo . will look forward to your. let-
ters ‘with much pleasure,

what a mighty column such a tree is, .
with its redbrown bark and its crown.

of feathery green. These groves of
wonderful and rare trees are protected
by the government,:

alry is sent to protect them. ; 3
Another Sequoia grows along tlie
coast range near Santa Cruz.

word for always green, These trees
enjoy the ocean breezes and are bathed

in the fog, which is constantly rolling

over the hills, ooy .
There is a différence in the height of
these coast: . trees and -those. of ' the
Sierras. They are about 300 feét high.
There is not much underbrush and:little
sunshine in these cool froves.
that some day all the Juniors may be
able to gaze upon the world renowned
‘XO{“]"S of California, the “Golden
state. n L

“THE GIANT GRAPEVINE"

CHARLOTTE lSABEL \\'AGNEI!.'.
1523 Valencia Street. B Sgventh Grade,
Horace Mann School. Age 14 Years.

One of thée most interesting spots to

“me, in our golden state of California,

is the giant grapevine at San Gabriel

near Los Angeles, -

This vine, which bears mission grapes,
is 144 years old and covers 5,400 square
feet of ground. When I saw the vine
two years ago, in 1908, it ‘bore one ton
of grapes, 4

Although T saw many more interest-
ing sights on my journey, as the totem
pole, the ostrich farm and the old San
Gabriel mission, the giant grapevine
seemed the most interesting to me, as
it was all nature's production,

Another interesting thing 1 saw was
the pigeon farm at Los Angeles, - The

pigeons on this farm are 80 numerous’

that

they
daily.

copsume one ton of feed

“OUR OWN CITY

c ARTHUR POULIN JR,,
1640 Hayes Street, Dudley Stone School,
A Fifth Grade, Age 12 Yeurs

I have not traveled much, so there~
fore I can not send in stories such as
other Jumiors do. But I think our old
San Francisco is as fine a spot as #n
be found anywhere,

I once heard her called a ‘'mushrooni
city,” and after I asked what  that
meant I couldn't find a comparison; for
& mushroom.springs up over night and
dies soon, ‘while our city sprang -up
from - ashes and still goes: on.

I was born here and 1 guess that:is
why I love it so well,” The otheér Jun-
iors may be ablé to write about. some
lovely secenéry; but 1. find -everything
beautiful in San Jrancisco;

heir worst enemy . -
ig fire, and every year a troop of sav-. ' ? ;
0 < ‘2114 Ashby '’ Avemue, Berkeley.

his is -
the Sequoia sempervirens, the Latin.

I hope .

'PAYS TRIBUTE TO BEAUTIES
OF YOSEMITE .

' FRANCES MARIAN .O'NEILL,

- Sixth Grade, Le Conte School.
Age 13 Years, = .

-+ The most interesting spot ‘in Califor-
nia .is. the Yosemite. valley. with its .
- magnificent ‘trees and moun_.ta}i;s. and

Cwaterfalls,

. The.most: magnificent falls are the .
" Yosemite ' falls,” which "leap ' .over the .

banks and come down in waves which
glisten in the sunlight.” -

The mountains also ‘are very beautis |

ful, standing up so tall. and. bold, look-
ing like giants from the earth. The
rocks, .too, ‘are very beautiful
their many colors.
I was there and watched the
falls in:their beauty..” e
1 stood in perfect wonder and gazed
at the gigantic rocks as they towered
- high up toward heaven, and thought

Yosemite

that the works of God -were wonderful, -
And.I thouglit the works of God far -

surpass the works of man, The color-

ing ‘of the ‘rocks was magnificent, é.nd
as I looked up at the tall trees and then .
at the falls I stood amazed at the mag-

nificence. of nature; PN
MUIR WOODS
.~ ELINOR BURT, ; g
Mill Valley, Sixth Grade, Asg 11 Years

The Muir Woods 18 the most Interest-
ing ‘spot I ever saw in California, Mr,
William  Kent bought it and named it
after John- Muir,
and gave it as 4 government park.

We geton the train At Mill Valley
and go ‘up’ Mount  Tamalpais to ‘the
double - bowknot, “then . ehange to &
gravity ear wlhich . takes us into Muir
Woods: T have also walked many times
from ‘Mill Vialley. .. ¥ & .

Thera dre many beautiful groves of
redwood trees, also nice creeks running
through the woods. x

Some ‘af the trees you :can hide in
when yon sare-playing ‘hide' and.seek
or ¥un, sheep, run,. All people love to
BO there, it 1s se cool and rvefréshing.

Weé o play near ‘the ereek. and have
such fine. times,  The steep banks are
covered  with: béautiful ‘ferns and in
some placés it looks. like “wall paper,
I have been In ‘Muir "'Weods 80 many
times;-and. I like it better every time
1 go.

High - :

with

the lover of nature,

e - B 3 a e
g i BT e : R . 'e. The highest of these thice peaks, 3,900 .  Insignifichnt one: js besfde this gréatest - : : = STA'S s ' ’ *- T e
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