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Oakland Adopts
the Commis=
sion Plan

DR. SARGENT SAYS WOMEN ARE GROWING MASCULINE AND MEN ARE BECOMING
EFFEMINATE.

The Morning Ghit-Chat

\u25a0

The welUknown Colonel Redhead is always
feeling sore; he doesn't give this country approval

any more. From dewy morn till
evening he sings the same old
song:' Whatever wa*. was splen-
did ;whatever is, is wrong. \Yhen
he \\as young the nation was one
of spotless men, but it's been

sliding downward most grievously since then. The
colonel rants and rumbles^ and shakes his weary
head, and says that virtue's vanished, and honesty-
is dead. The colonel growls and grumbles, and
wip~es his weeping eyes, and talks of days enchanted
when men were good and wise. -The colonel blows^
and blusters, and talks about the flag, and says it's been dishonored,

and snorts and chews the rag. The colonel's tongue is tireless, his
head is always sore, and weary people dodge him, and say he is a
bore. Perhaps he sometimes wonders why he's so much alone, why
folks are not delighted to hear him growl and groan. Ifhe would
change his program, for just one fleeting day, and quit his doleful
droolings, and give a liip-hoorav, and swear the country's better than
ever 'twas before he'd cease tobe cbwhi**.mm*r jffh 4y\ —
a bother, a blister and a bore.

°~~
I
*JUtth*irldm"" Ut/aJ&JiXctAG^

Uncle Walt
The Po c t Philoso ph e r

DECEMBER 10, 1910

—Baltimore American.

Answers to Queries |
form of government, paying two sets of officers for work that could
be done with far greater efficiency by one.

But it is not alone in the matter of superior efficiency combined
with lower cost of government that the expediencey of consolidation
is made manifest. There are, besides, certain great and pressing
problems Jike water supply that call for solution with almost equal
insistence for all the cities concerned. '\u25a0> In- the matter,- of \u25a0'•water
supply, for example, there is pressing need for united and homo-
geneous treatment of the problem on the east and west shores of
the bay. San Francisco has undertaken to handle this matter alone
by bringing water from the Sierra, but the same need that moves
this city is quite as strongly felt on the other side of the bay, and
it is obvious that a consolidation of the several municipalities would
be enormously strengthened for the work of supplying this common
need. San Francisco has already done a great deal of work in this
relation without assistance, and the other bay. citiefs are asked to
share the benefits and help to complete the'project.

NOTE AND COMMENT

Jealousy
Inspired by the

Census Figures

Naval officers have been ordered by. the department to make their mes-
sages brief hereafter? Is that a hint to the commander in chief? *

The clothesless Salome lias long been popular in this country, and now
London is enjoying a headless Salome.

There was some modesty about the majority Ballinger report. It didn't
nominate Richard Achilles for president in 1912.

Is "Elinor Glyn" the nomde plume for Dr. Willard P. Burke?

I'd dearly love to know what you folks think about it.

. In the other 99 cases
—

well, if it had been Agnes instead of Mary who
came to make a long visit to John's sister that summer (he was just through
college and ripe to fall in love with some nice girl), Agnes being about as
attractive as Mary, he would probably be whispering those words to Agnea
now, instead of Mary.

One of my friends was engaged some years ago to an agreeable and
apparently most desirable young man. After she had been engaged about a
year it became necessary for him to move to a distant city. He wanted her
to marry him and go with him. She was, willing to do this, but her mother
finally persuaded her to wait a while. "A while," as it all too often happens
in such cases, dragged on from month to month, from year to year. One
day when he had been gone about three years he wrote her and broke the
engagement.

One xof her friends was speaking of the matter to^me. <fHe must have
been naturally fickle. Iguess her family were right in wanting her to
wait^' Isaid.

"Oh', Idon't know," said the other girl, "I don't think it proves any-
thing.. Can yo,u blame him" so much after all? Ruth is very attractive, but
there are so very, very many attractive girl3in the world. He was probably
being constantly thrown with some charming girl while Ruth was only a
letter and a memory. And what chance haa a letter and a memory again3t
a real live flesh and blood girl?". It.was a new point of view to me then, but Ihave thought of It very
often since. .

Now, please don't let this worry you, any "of you dear littlegirls whose
true knights chance to be far away, making their fortunes, and feathering
the nests for you.
Idon't mean It that way.
That was only,one case out of a hundred. Of course, your man ls

different. v^Y^^1- -V
;~:

Still.1 don't think It would do any harm for you to decide to be willing
to start life with as littleas possible for the sake of making the separation
shorter. •

••[Ibelieve that propinquity— provided, of cpurse. that congeniality be
added to it—plays a much larger part in producing the passion of love than
is generally acknowledged.

Am Ioverstating this? •- •** '

When two lovers, clasped in each other's arms, ;
whisper to each other, "Dearest, you are so different from all the other
(men

—
women) in the world; you are the only human being Icould pos-

sibly love as Ido," in 99 cases out of a hundred, at least, Ithink they are
lying. . .

No.^l'll take that back. A lie is an intention to deceive. A great many
of them have no intention to deceive. They are themselves deceived rather
than deceivers. They mean what they say, all right, but it just isn't so.

In the one hundredth case this beautiful and comforting sentiment may
approximate truth.

IN the newspaper story of a minister who recently
resigned his pulpit on account of a scandal is one
little paragraph, that seems to me so tremendously

illuminating, not* only of this tragedy but of thousands
of others like it, thatIwant to quote it for you.

This was it: "Miss M (the woman in the case) was
one of-a party of tourists who went abroad with Dc A
(the minister concerned) last summer. Mrs. A was not
of the party."

Do you know,"itseems to me that our understanding
of the phenomenon of love, ifnot our power to deal with
it, would be vastly increased if we only admitted what
a very large part propinquity plays in the arousing of
this passion.

GOS SIP OF RAILMAV ME X

The Roman theatrical managers hadtold Seneca that his dramas, -whileshowing unquestioned ability, were un-
fitted for the stage.

"Are they?" he said, with a broadsmile. "Then they'll be produced inthe twentieth century. In any eventmy .fame is secure."
But Seneca did not foresee that thetwentieth century would have plentyof unfit dramas of its own.—Chicago

Tribune. .

Out of the Dim Past1 An Eye ,to Business
"So," said the good man, "you intend

to be a doctor when you grow up."
".Yep,** Tommy replied.

"And why have you decided upon the
medical profession?"

•Well, a doctor seems to be the only
man that keeps, right on gettln* paid
whether his work is satisfactory or
not."

—
Chicago Record-Herald.

PERSONS IN THE NEWS

, The following explanation has, beengiven: "Because, the, egg" contains the
germ- of life it was considered as a
symbol of resurrecti&n^ and a suitable
offering to the pagan gods at the fes-
tival offspring

—
spring representing

the renewal of life. InTeutonic times
buns as well as eggs were used at the
vernal festival. The connection of rab-
bits with Easter is said to be of Teu-
tonic origin. Ithas been explained as
derived from a . legened in which a
number of eggs were hidden in cer-
tain woods at Eastertide and children
weresent to ftnd them. The eggs were
found.near a warren and the rabbits
being disturbed scampered away. From
this incident the children believed the
rabbits had laid the eggs. \. • . • •

COPPER— A.' J. C, City. How Is copperblued? :. \u25a0' .
iBy placing the article in a solution
in the propbrtion of 4 ounces of hypo-
sulphite of soda in 1^ pints of waterto, which is added a solution of an
ounce of lead to the same quantity of
water and gradually bringing the mix-
ture to the boiling point. Copper be-comes successively yellowish red, scar-let, deep blue, blueish white and final-
ly white with a tinge of rose. Thearticle must be removed when the de-
sired tint is obtained. Itrequires prac-
tice to know' just when to remove the
article that is to be,blued."

: \u25a0. . '*. " "- •
.:•••. .' \u25a0

GETTING MARRIED—R. S.. City. Ifa mansecures a license in Jlnrin county and is marriedIn San Rafael and subsequently comes to SanFrancisco, procures another license and Is mar-
ried;a second time toIthe \u25a0 same woman is he
violating any law. or Is he liable to punishment?

There Is nothing to prevent a man
getting married again if\ married to
the same woman, but.if while he hasa wife living and Is married to some
other woman there would be trouble
for him/

*
• • •

AN IMPOSSIBIMTT—Y. I.D., City. What
would he the nationality of a child born on thehigh seas on an English ship under the American
flag, being at the time in Spanish waters and
the mother being Irish and the father Scotch? .

This could not happen, as an English
ship does not sail under the American
flag. : '

\u25a0 \u25a0. •\u25a0-
'

,\u25a0,

\u25a0

•\u25a0
• " • .

BROKEN PlNlON—Subscriber. This
department is informed by.Mrs. George
N. Smith of Petaluma that the song en-
titled ;,"A Bird With a Broken Pinion"
may. be found in "White Ribbon Vibra-
tions," published by the. Woman's
Christian temperance union.

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0. .\u25a0\u25a0-.•. \u25a0_••'• -•
-\u25a0\u25a0

PUNISHMEXT-^I. M.C., Redwood City. Is
there any - law jln California forbidding corporal
punishment by principal or teacher in the public
schools? : . \u25a0

\u25a0

•:'NO. •"/\u25a0-« '. \u25a0 .\u25a0.''". ' - . '

\u25a0v . • \u25a0 \u25a0
•.- •

\u25a0

-
h \u25a0

•": '\u25a0\u25a0-, *\u25a0' -\u25a0

REXEGE— Laura ;Q., City. How Is the word
j"renege" pronounced? |

Either ren%j or re-neg. .-.

EGGS AND RABBITS—A. T. R., Oakland.
How did eggs and rabbits come to be associated
with the festival of Easter?

Abe Martin
Proposed
Partnership of
the Bay Cities

WHEN George ;Nave, commercial
agent of-the Chicago and North-
western, gets out'in a crowd of

railroadmen there Is sure to be some-
thing doing In the excitement "line: His
latest adventure happened yesterday,
but he was the victim of his own good
nature.; .

Several well known railroadmen,
among them .T.* Al Smitli "of the Na-
tional Lines of Mexico, were ;congre-
gated Ina downtown cafe and had just
begun to entertain, a prominent ship-
per, when one of the railroaders in-
formed Nave that

-
Smith was broke.

"Awfullyglad to see you/ said Nave
to Smith, and as they shook hands Nave
passed a half dollar to Smith. T. A.
was surprised, to receive the half, but
used it for a good purpose immediately.
A little while later -Nave again ex-
pressed his gladness at seeing Smith
and a second .half was used, to good,
advantage.

*
"How much is it that you owe me?"

asked Nave later in• the, day. • ..
"Owe you?" asked Smith, in surprise;

"Idon't owe you anything." _
:

"Whji didn't Ipass you money a lit-
tle while ago?" k- "Sure, you did, and didn't Iuse it?"

"Well, aren't you broke?" .*
"I should say not," replied Smith,

producing about $200 in gold/ "Isup-
posed you had scruples about -allowing
this shipper see you buy and ;wanted
me to do it for you."

'V-1 '\u25a0' \u25a0

• *
t

* . .'
Jullus.Krilttschnltt, vice-president of

the Union Pacific-Southern Pacific sys-
tem. Incharge of-maintenance, and op-
eration, who has been in this city on
an inspection trip for several days,
will return today to:Chicago, stopping
at several cities in the ,northwest ,on,
the return.-. '\u25a0' \u2666\u25a0'*'.".\u25a0•

• ;.• :- • '... :1 ••/'\u25a0
'.k'-W. P. Elrod, general roadmaster of
the Central Vermont road, .with,head-
quarters at St. Albans, Vt., is visiting
in the city withjsons, j\Elrod is"1one^ of
the largest, railroadmen in .the United

""'
'\u25a0 *

*\u25a0*.
• ':;'. S '

nf l̂s i8i 8 the b|S day for the members
tnr. +1 Jose Merchants' association,

>. ;+v> m are eo'ng* to ,be entertained
tJrta. Trans P°ctation -'clvb-and an en-
Itrifilnr? ent by Webster. Smith andis certa»n to be?a corker.,. Ar-

the!^oh^ have been^completed: for
nnmmu*

dinner and the^entertalnment

prograTn^to go withlit :There .will bea,,,va \u0084,v?etl,tion>:'<>« the?hln h*
ml"Btrel shbw: In January^and'lt

?h^ 'Ji-fn .'£eclfled to keep* open • hbuse at
\hl'\u25a0 fl^, êw Year 's feve and^ entertainthe families of the membrs:

"

th^'«?nHt^ UCe'
T
,Seneral freight agent of.S^-; J^ 6rn Pa ciflCreturned. here lateThursday night from Chicago.

States, standing 6 feet 2%. Inches in
his stocking feet.

'

Announcement-has been made of the
appointment of F. vW. Held as assistant
general passenger agent of the SantaFe, lines, with offle'e at Los Angeles.

\u25a0
\u25a0 '•\u25a0 - *• *_-"\u2666'

\u0084'J£ w-
W. Arthur, who signs his name

Jr -X ~ . and who ls chlef <clerk %to
W. G. .Neimeyer, general agent of theHarriman lines at Chicago, is in the
city^ for a few days iatendlngi a rate
conference.

_ _
#

Edward Chambers, •*assistant freight
traffic^manager of the ;Santa: Fe, re-
turned to this city,yesterday morning
after several weeks' stay in Chicago.

• • . ' ' '\u25a0 •\u25a0
• '

-\u25a0.-* '-Wu*T£-f^Y\^' Linc°ln. assistant ; generalfreight_agent of the Salt Lake route,
witli office at .Los Angeles, is in the

fhT'<l'nS1£*?' ene ral freight agent ofthe San Pedro, Los Angeles and SaltLake road, with headquarters 1 at Los
't?t X ff' ln the city, for a few "days
attending a conference regardihgiAri-zona rates.

Bound to' Advertise
A Bismarck, N. p., man fell from the

top of a seven story, buildingand broke
two, ribs. .Something? desperate iprob-
ably had tOibe donp to call' public at-
tention to the city's new ;skyscraper.—
St.^Paul Pioneer Press.

Cornered
me?

rS' Stron S--John! Do you: hear

SSiri <meekly)-Ye S. love.
:„"• tron&-—There;ls:a little

1corner

Wh^t yOUr: Paycheck ' this ;;week:
wnat. did you spend ;it»for?—Puck. :

'

Well Known
One; pleasant thing' about it i t̂hat

we are able tb;.tell'.; who -the /secretary,
ofithe:.interior;.is .-.without"!stopping to
look <It;up"in!the eWorld;almanac:;-Co-

lumbus Ohio. State rJouraal^.-^.;'.-;,
"

THE movement for consolidation of the bay cities under one
•municipal government with the borough system was given a
positive and^decided impetus by the exposition of the merits

of the plan made by the several speakers at
the banquet of the Merchants' association.

For one thing,' it was demonstrated that
none of the important comrriunities^aroundithe-' bay would be required to relinquish its iden-

tity or any of the prestige or traditions which itmay have acquired
from the associations of the past. Berkeley, for example,- will
continue to be known as the great educational center of the state,
and Oakland willlive as a big manufacturing and commercial 1unit
of the system. Alameda will always be known as a charming city
of homes and willcontinue to administer its several interests, while
at the same time sharing with its neighbors around the bay:in the
benefits of great municipal projects instituted for the development
of the whole metropolitan area.

It is shown further that taxes may reasonably be expected to
be lower in the consolidated area by reason of the elimination of
superfluous officials and' tax eaters. The rate of taxation in San
Francisco has always been low and is still low, in spite of the "reat

: losses due to the disaster of 1906. This fact, of course, is the^con-
\u25a0 sequence of our municipal form of government, which consolidated
} the city and county official machinery. Other cities in 'the* metro-ipolitan group have been compelled to bear the burden of a duplicate

NOT unnaturally, perhaps, those states and cities which have
not kept pace with the average increase of population, in
the United States should feel jealous of the general Cali-

fornia showing, which far.exceeds the ratio
of growth in the territory on the other side
of the mountains. Thus the St. Louis [Post-
Dispatch:

Tales- of census padding come intermittently
from the western cities where the most remark-

sble pains arc shown. What is known with what iv suspected is enough
to call attention again to the 211 per cent gain of Los Angeles, the 206
per cent of Berkeley, the 124 per cent of Oakland and even the 21.6 per
cent ofSan Francisco. . /

As far as anybody knows, no suspicion has been cast on the
enumeration in any of the cities of California. If there had been
a sensational urban growth with no corresponding increase of the
rural population there might be some cause for doubt and a call
for verification. But in fact the agricultural counties^of California
show an astonishing growth of population which- is not duplicated
in any of the ultramontane states. In fact lowa shows an*actual
decline in population, due altogether to the emigration of the farmers
and agricultural laborers. Missouri shows a very slight increase,
and all of that is accounted for by the growth of cities.

On the other hand, there is a general and almost uniformly
large increase of population in the Pacific coast states. Oregon
and California both show more than 60 per cent, and the increase
is fairly distributed between city and country/. The fact :is thatthe American people as a whole are only now beginning to under-stand the marvelous potentialities of this favored region The
•wonder is that the hitherward rush is not stronger. The discovery
of the California oilfields would by itself have been sufficient to
account for the increase of population in this state during the decade.

regarded as a new departure.

The present wide extension of the commission plan will be
from the fact that, including Oakland, ithas now been

adopted in 98 cities scattered all over the United States. In Texas
.alone twenty-one cities are governed on thrs plan, including such
'important centers as Galveston and Houston.- In fact, the plan orig-
inated in Galveston and was there found most successful in promot-
ing efficiency and economy of rehabilitation following the great
flood that almost destroyed the city.

The idea on which the commission plan is formulated is the
concentration of official responsibility. The commissioners are
invested at same time with executive and legislative powers
and they divide among themselves the functions of the several
municipal departments. This is the general plan, which is** some-
what modified in Oakland by the creation of certain other official

'bodies, such as a civil service board, which will supervise methods
of appointment to the minor administrative positions.

The charter includes provisions for the initiative, the referendum
and recall, the requirement in the latter case being a petition signed
by 15 per cent of the voters at the previous municipal election. When
this condition is complied with an election for the recall of the
official named must be called. A novel feature of the referendum
provision requires voters to make oath that they have read argu-
ments for and against the proposition under submission as a con-
dition precedent to the exercise of the franchise in this relation.

25.000 and 100,000 population, but hitherto, as

The Call understands it, no other city of
150,000 population has tried it. In this sense
the application of the plan to Oakland may be

OAKLANDis, we believe, the largest city in the United States
which has determined to try the commission form of govern-
ment. This plan has had an extensive political vogue of late

,_ , years in a number of cities in the class between

Quick LiinchfPersiflaffe
ling^r^-'-f»and#.thß bust-
:v '\u25a0''Dont i;tellTme;
,le,V nie û?ss."r he whispered.'— Brooklyn
Life.- c ... v;-;-,..-r-^..V:\.

--
,\u25a0

;Th; worst .thing /bout bein' a' prize
fighter.- is pickinV:up^youHteeth":with?a
bpxln'^gloye'fon.; Constable ?Plum voted
th'

-
pimmycraticU ticket tin^Kovember$$t out oVcuriosity." •>\u25a0 V '•\u25a0 -~

COLONEL E. A. FORBES of MarysTille returned
yesterday

t
from a trip:around the world. He

was accompanied by Mrs. Forbes,' Ml«s Hazel
Forbes and E. F. Forbes.

'
They hare apart-

ments at the Bt. Francis.
'.-•\u25a0-. •"

\u25a0 • \u25a0

GEORGE B. CARPENTER, who was formerly
in the publishing business la Chicago and now
owns a pear ranch at Medford, Is at the
Palace with. Mrs. Carpenter,

-•. \u25a0
• •

C. J. BEES of Philadelphia, T. C. McCombe of
Hongkong and Frank Putnam, are among the
recent arrival* at the Manx.-

V • *• • .
WILLIAM,W. TIBBELL, connected with the

United States geodetic suryey,' Is at the UnionSquare with Mrs. Tlrrell.
..-''.: \u25a0

- '. , '\u25a0
'• - • •

BAMT7EL H. A PTJRDT, electrical inspector of. Fresno county. Is among the recent arrivals at
the Argonaut.• '\u25a0' .•••".-• <

BERT L. WEBTHT.TMEB, Imerchant of Sacra-
mento, is at the St. Francis with Mrs, Wen-•heimrr.

*
\u0084 >

•'\u25a0\u25a0,• • •
\u25a0

JOSEPH ERRHrGTON, a well known railroad
,of Winnipeg, Is staying at the

Palace. [v, . -
•\u25a0-• , \u25a0 *'.\u25a0 '\u25a0 .•

H. H.APPELL
'
and SEWAED A. SIMON3, at-

torneys .of Lo> ,Angeles, are guests at the
Palace.

-
•• '•

O, E. COHY, who is in the roofing manufacturing
business in St. Louis, is a guest at the Stew-
"t: \u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0.'. . \u25a0 ;•• . <

C. E.;GILLIS, an attorney of Yrtka. Is tests-
: tered !at the Union Square,- with Mrs. Gtills.
>\u25a0_\u25a0.'/-'\u25a0 .-•

' •
-'.'• -' • • .

JOHN H.^BABNABD.<*. banker of;New York,
:\arrlred jntni»7 andis at the Fairmont.. \u25a0- '.* \u25a0'-:

•
\u25a0•\u25a0 .'*.-\u25a0

MRS. C. G. CXENBON and Mrs. J. Kochn ofr*;Portland. Ore..^are'at. the. BeJleVue.
J/HOOD. an attorney from Xew rork, is at the

Colonial.
'

¥h«L P*laC*'re*tster *a <">« CllftoaTMr^Thompson accompanies fcim.
who. to raractd In tie lumber busine,. ,tErerett. Wa*b.;Ia registered at the ]£!«l!

B. D. TOW2TSEn>; United Statw attorney d«-: \u25a0SK«£i;/sr Ia«£
-

Vi.s^ftd^ir--*

a£kt7£^™ °;***
*\u25a0*-». *

Jo**
[.CßAWrOltD AITOESSOjr o* Buffalo toat the Fairmont."*-• .. . .

S
""

PIKZ of Cm.Uatt.la r.£l««ed *fe"»« St. Francl*.

COOK*<rf Willows* Is >
watered ail«c Argonaut.

C A. GRAVES, a baaitr from Onhith. Mlaa. isat the Ttirpln.
* * * -

*WKm^B _J_Hi_S_^__B^_PK_____H. BASONS, a lumberman from WUHttt, Is «ttb« Colonial. » "]Cfijjß______K__H__aa__

WALT XASOH

COLONEL

REDHEAD

BOTH CA2CEBOX


