The San Francisco Sunday Call

RPOYR NTO A KETTLE

WORK for the WOMANLY:

the bayberry candle, green and
fragrant and suggestive of old
oak halls and colonial candlesticks.
Their flame is the brightest and the
steadiest of “all their tribe,” and they
last indefinitely.
So why not make some as Christmas
greetings for your friends? They are

MOST of us are well acquainted with

DIP THE THREADS
W.THE. WAX

the easiest things on earth to make and
as welcome to the recipient as they are
{nexpensive to the giver. Properly
speaking, the fragrant berries should be
gathered in the summer, but the dried
berries obtainable at any well-equipped
drug store (and if they do not have
them they will order them from the
wholesaler's) will do as well. You will
need more than with the the fresh ber-
ries, however,

Boil the berries {n a kettle for four
hours and then set them on the back of
the stove to simmer for another hour.
Allow the contents of the kettle to cool
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If the case gets clouded and dull
looking, give it a good polish with a
very little furniture cream and polish
with a chamois leather. In towns it
is apt to get smoky. To remove this,
wipe over with a cloth wrung out of
vinegar and water, then polish.

Don’t put your plano close to the
wall, as it deadens the tone. To keep
it in perfect order, it should be tuned
about every three fonths.

And remember that a plano is never

heard to the best advantage in a
room that {is overcrowded with
furniture and hung with many

draperies.
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A Straining Bag
g‘ FLANNEL straihing bag is a ne-
cessity inany kitchen where jellies
a2re prepared. Instead of investing
in an expensive strainer, an excellent
substitute may be made ¢of ordinary
flannel, which should first of all be
hemmed neatly and then soaked and
wrung out in bolling water. When it is
used, it should be laid inside a large
bowl and the fruit or liquid jelly poured
into it. The four ends of the flannel
should then be tied together and a stick
passed througn the knots. The bag
can_then be suspended over a bow! by
means of a couple of chairs and left to
drain slowly until all the liquid has
passed through. A blanket should be
thrown over tHe top in cold weather, so
as to prevent the jelly from setting too
soon.

Our Invalid

T IS only in extreme cases and at
I inopportune times that visitors are
excluded from the sickroom—the te-
dium of confinement is relieved so much
by the smiling countenance and cheery
word of & friend.

It may seem almost superfluous to
offer any suggestions as to the means
of making a call upon the sick accept-
able, yet ‘‘oftentimes we do offend
where most we wish to please.” How
many, even among those who are the
promptest to discharge their duty in
such cases, are so welcome that their
return is awalited with eagerness?

The failure, or partial failure, of such
well-meaning persons may arise from
the fact that the sense of duty which
has prompted the visit is allowed to
make itself too apparent. Calling upon
the sick is by no means the pleasantest
of tasks, and it is not to be wondeied
at, perhaps, if the duty is sometimes
put off until delay is no longer excus-
able.

A Nursery Note
“T ODDLER" is an autocrat, and a

mischievous one, To keep him

amused 1 have presented him
with a piece of chalk (white, as he still
investigates by means of his mouth),
and have made a dado on the wall with
brown paper. Three smooth new sheets
cost next to nothing, but held in place
by drawing-pins they form a wide

space on which the boy can develop
his artistic faculty. En passant, he is
amused and I am at liberty, the price
of further liberty being fresh paper now
and again.
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FORGETIIENOTS AND R/BBON

the gift without all the proper ac-

IF “the gift without the giver is bare,”
receptacle and

companiments of
wrapping is bare also. The merest
trifie gains tenfold in value by the
pretty thought that wraps it in tissue
paper and fastens a sprig of holly on
wi & bit of silper thread; and the
costliest ornament seems to be bestowed
ungraciously when it is hastily thrust

o a box and the giver's card Is

- -

wn carelessly upon it

Now, the prettiest of all receptacles
for the Christmas gift is the decorated
basket: and this is especially true when
the present itself is some proof of
housewifery—a fine mince ple, for In-

. stance, or & well-haked layer cake. The

N womean of slender means, who worries
pegause she cannot return her wealthy

friends’ presents in kind, should remem-
ber how welcome is some bhit of real
home cooking to the dweller in hotel or
apartment, and how more than wel-

come it is when inclosed in a pretty
basket whose dainty ornamentation
shows taste and thought and affection.

You can buy these decorated baskets
in the stores, but you will have to pay
a pretty penny for them, and even then
they will not have the sentimental sigz-
nification—and - when else in the year
can we more afford to be sentimental?
—which comes with the home-decorated
product. The undecorated basket is
very inexpensive—even the five and ten
cent store need not be searched in vain—
and the cheapest of millinery counters
will supply whatever trimmings you
need, Better still, a walk in the De-

Daskers
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THE APPROPRIATE Nolly <

cember woods, a trip to the park or the
open country, according to whether you
be a dweller in city or in country town,
will bring you home ladén with treas-
ure trove,

As an example of the prettily trimmed
basket which uses artificlal flowers, let
me recommend the forget-me-not one.
This is a light blue straw basket—if you
cannot obtain the color you want, you
can easily dye, with pyrography or pho-
tograph stains, the mnatural colored
straw—trimmed with bows of thin blue
ribbon. Among these bows at the top is
caught a cluster of artificlal forget-me-
nots, while the ribbon is fastened ofr
by stitching tightly to the under side
of the lid. If you wish, you can line
the whole basket with blue silk, but if
anything eatable is put Inside of it
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Useful Hints

AHOGANY or eny other colored
wood may be darkened by polish-

ing with cold drawn linseed oil.

To quickly cloud the windows in bath-
room, etc., apply with a brush a solution
of epsom saits mixed in vinegar. This
gives a capital frosted appearance, and
becomes permanent if whitg varnished
over.

When two glass tufmblers or dishes
stick together so that there i{s danger of
hregkln in getting them apart, put cold
wa’2r in the inner one and hold the
ocuter one in warm water, and they will
separate at once.

Milk will clean piano keys satisfac-
torily. It will take out ink spots of long
standing. Used in starch, it will give a
satisfactory gloss. It will remove dis-
colorations from gilt mirror and picture
frames. Used with bluing for lace cur-
tainsg, it will make them look like new.

; Your Comb

OMBS should not be washed with
water. This is apt to split the
teeth. A stiff nailbrush is a good

thing to keep for cleaning them. After

using the brush take a damp clot
wipe between each tooth wﬂh th?s.‘md
Oil Them
F A PAIR of shoes has become stifr.
ened with walking in the wet, they
: should first be washed with warm
water and then have oil well rubbed
into them.
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there must be a further lining of olled
paper.

Either real or artificlal mistletece
would make a pretty decoration for the

basket with the twisted spiral along its
sides. Perhaps the artificial would be
better, as mistletoe fades in time.

Get light green baby ribbon, and twist
it in and out the square holes behind the
spirals. Then fasten your mistletoe un-
der the handle, with a big rosette of
the baby ribbon. This basket, which is
of sweet grass, car be used afterward
as a handkerchief case.

Of course, holly is the most appro-
riate decoration of all. Tha festive-
ocking. Jittle basket with the high dou-
ble handle shows a good way to use
this bright berry. Green ribbon is
pretty here also, or red may be used if
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P/BBON ANO
Holly

off slowly, and by morning of the next
day a cake of clear green wax will
have formed.

Skim the wax off and reheat it bY
placing It in a tightly covered pan over

steaming water. Add an ounce of paraf-
fine, melt both this and the wax to-

&

gether and blend them well.

Finally, either run the liquid wax into
candle molds or, better, dip them by
tying the round wicking to a long, thin
stick. Shape with your fingers.

When the candles are cooled and hard
tie them in little bundles of three or six
with green ribbon, stick a sprig of holly
and your card between them and wrap
them in tissue paper for Christmas.

The large candles are by an old tra-
ditlon especially favored for burning on
New Year's day. A good idea, how-
ever, 18 to make some of your candles
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with sealing wax. Or a set of graduated
sizes would be a pretty idea.

In any case, you may be sure your

bayberry candles will be fully appre-
clated—see if they're not!
Our Voices
soprano,

as sometimes overheard jn the cars,

arising from a group of young per-
sons who have taken the train at one
of our great industrial centers, for
instance, young persons of the females
sex, we will say, who have bustled In
full dressed, engaged Iin loud, strident
speech, and who, after free discussion,
have fixed on two or more double Seats,
which having secured, they proceed to
eat apples and hand round daguarreo-
types—I say, I think the conversacional
soprano, heard under these circum-
stances, would not be ameng the allure-
ments the old enemy would put In
requisition wera he getting up a new
temptation of St. Anthony.

Thers are sweet voices among us, we
all know, and voices not musical, it
may be, to those who hear them for the
first time, yet sweeter to us than any
we shall hear unt!l we listen to some
warbling angel in the overture to that
eternity of blissful harmonies we hope
to enjoy. But why should I tell les?
If my friends love me, it i3 because I
try to tell the truth, I never heard
but two voices in my life that fright-
ened me by thelr sweetness.—Holmes.

When Bluing Clothes

O PREVENT spotting the clothes,
T put some bluing out on & piece of
white cloth, gather up the corners

and tie together. Dip this bag in the
water and squeeze it until the water Is
blue encugh. In this way the clothes

ITHINK our conversational

very small and present them for use Will never become spotted.

STENCILS FOR GIFT DRAWINGS
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€¢ HE flowers that bloom in the
spring, tra la, have nothing to
do with the case! just now,

but the holly, mistletoe, Christmas
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tree and red ribbon have. The cases
referred to are boxes in which you are
going to place gifts, and the work Is the

mere matter of cutting out one of these
designs shown, and using a brush with
stencil dyes or watercolors. You and I
recognize the importance of the setting
of a jewel, and it is undeniable that
gifts are doubly acceptable if the
thought of the donor does not stop at
the present itseif, but in a spirit of gen-
erous love overflows e'en to the box.

Buy a piece of stencil board at any
store where artists’ supplies are sold.
The usual price is 5 cents. If, however,
you cannot purchase it, treat ordinary
bristol board to a coating of linseed oll
to make it waterproof,

The designs for little stenclls are easy
golutions for the perplexed woman.
There's the bell, for instance. Trace this
outline drawing on a plece of tissue
paper, then transfer the design to the
stencil board. Another method Is to
place carbon paper with the Inked sur-
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the proper shade can be obtained. Rib-
bon can be bought stamped with the
holly berries, but it is just as well not

to use this, as it never matches the

real article very well. Twine the holly
around one of the handles and fasten
the ribbon loosely down the other, catch-
ingl it at the rim of the basket with
a big loop and a-spray of holly. Where
the two handles meet, put a large, l0ose
bow of ribbon, with a bit of holly fall-
ing over it

gllver or gold tissue ribbon makes
the prettiest decoration for the oval
basket with the straw diamonds at the
ends.
size, should be wound around the han-
dle, so that it covers the places where
the sweet grass shows. When it reaches
the diamonds at the side, catch it by a

The ribbon, of a rather narrow -

LANDLE

stitch or two inside, and then make a
wired rosette at each end. A single line
of tiny silver or gold flowers strung on
milliner's wire may connect these
m;‘ettes.

atural effects ‘are best again in the
odd little basket that looks like a hor-
net's nest. Oak leaves and acorns are a
good idea, twisting the leaves around
the round handle and letting them hang
oven the lid. Attach the acorns by their
stems to the little rings so that they
fall over the oak leaves. Two or three
tiny leaves and acorns may be fixed also
to the lower part of the basket. The
fa:!tenln,g is done hy fine wire

ere i{s a good assortment of ideas:
take your pick, and make your Chns?:
mas gifts more beautiful through the
manner of their giving.
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face next to the stencil board and this

newspaper over it. TUse a hard peneil

when tracing the black lines here shown.

This being done, out the forms
with a sharp penknife. ¥You will notice
that the ribbon is broken into different

sectiond This must be so in order to,
hold the stencil board together. With
dyes or watercolors apply color through
the openings with a stiff brush
The bell and ribbon painted with a few
strokes of tbe brush give individuality
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to a white box or to the paper wrapping
of a gift.

Holly, with its green leavee and scarlet
berries, is very effective, Mistletos and
the conventional pine trees are other
seasonabie suggestions. The two border
designs show repeats that may be used
over and over again on the top or sides
of a box.

Youw will notice that the holly
are not continuous. There js a mi-
vein that is suggested by the absence
of. paint In the final work. The halves
are painted in green.
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leaves
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Gold paint js effective with mistletoe.
Indeed, any color combinations are ac-
ceptable, although red and green seem
appropriate,

The Christmas box tied and decorated,
quickly, mind you, is a joy at first sight.
1t is in your power to do this. One even-
Ing’'s work will give a supply of cases
and boxes for your list. It is time now
for home decorators to begin.




