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Sloss on Reform

USTICE M. C. SLOSS of the California supreme court, in an
eastern law magazine, the Journal of the American Institute of
1inal Law and Criminology, presents in luminous fashion

et

'of Criminal . and practice.

Procedure ‘
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it no injury and did not touch the justice of the verdict.
Judge Sloss freely admits that verdicts should not be reversed

on such grounds, but draws attention to the status of California
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mstitutional law on the subject that makes it difficult for the
pellate courts to determine whether the error was in fact insub-
He writes:

11 ap +1

antial

1e appellate court can see from the record that the defend-
's guilt has been clearly shown, and that he has had the essentials of a
rial, the verdict should be permitted to stand. But it is apparent
i 1as been said that this course of decision can not be adopted
y an appellate court whose constitutional powers are limited to review
of questions of law. The inquiry whether a verdict is right or wrong,
ust or unjust, necessarily requires a decision upon the facts. That such
may be made by an appellate court is demonstrated by the
of the English court under the criminal appeals act. It may
be, made by our appellate courts, provided we enlarge their powers by
amendment of the state constitution.
I believe the constitution should be so amended as to give the higher
s power, in criminal appeals, to review questions of fact as well as
law to the extent necessary to determine whether or not any error of
law, or any omission, has, in the judgment of the court, worked a sub-
stantial injustice to the appellant. If it is found that no such injustice
has been done, the conviction should stand.

If this is the only obstacle standing in the way of a broad and
st interpretation of the law and the facts, it would seem that all
e appellate judges in the state might profitably petition the legis-
ture to open the way of remedy by submission of a constitutional

ms

nendment that would remove the cause of offense and would free
e higher courts from the reproach that has in recent years so

frequently attached to them for no fault of their own, as Judge
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0ss contends,
Further, Judge Sloss points out that our system of laws unduly
vors the criminal. He contends that the public prosecutor should

be permitted to comment on the refusal of a defendant to testify.
The present law on this subject represents the highest degree of

absurdity,
by a civilized community,

at
te

and it is astonishing that it has so long been tolerated
It is a belated survival of medievalism.

Apparently Judge Sloss has been impressed by the current liter-
ure on the subject of “the third degree” and would exclude from
stimony any confessions obtained under police pressure. This is

perhaps a debatable question on which a layman is quite competent

to form an opinion.

th

It is true that methods of torture applied by
e police are all wrong, but it may be that the literature on this

subject is grossly exaggerated. It should be remembered that the
practice of the American police is the accepted French method and

is

not considered unjust in that country. Judge Sloss prefers the

British practice, under which a prisoner is not questioned and is
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Remove Uncer-
tainty as to
0il Land Titles

cautioned that any information he volunteers may be used against

m. The French plan is undoubtedly subject to abuse by unscrupu-
us officials, but it has been found to serve the cause of justice
that country.

[YOR years it has been an accepted doctrine of ‘the courts that
3 land claims located under thé placer mining laws are ¥alid and

unimpeachable before discovery when development has been
prosecuted in good faith. Millions of dollars
have been invested in lands believed to be oil

‘on such titles.

This doctrine has been repeatedly affirmed by the California

supreme court. In fact, it was never questioned until recently, when

the United States land office handed down a ruling known as the

v

ard decision. The result of that ruling has been to unsettle thou-

sands of titles taken up and prosecuted for development in good

fa

ith. It is a decision disastrous to the growth of the oil industry

and, besides, spells ruin for innumerable investors.

The locators of such claims are now asking congress t& enact
a law that will set aside the Yard decision and restore the former
doctrine which gave validity to these titles prior to discovery of
the oil on proof that the holders had honestly engaged in work for
the development of the real or supposed oil measures, and to give
them the right to sell such clfims as of legal title. It is a simple
.measure of justice as well as of the highest industrial expediency,
Developing an oil claim is expensive business, and any uncertainty"

attaching to the title is practically prohibitory of development.

|

ECENT disclosures concerning buying and selling of votes in
Ohio are astonishing as well as discreditable to that common-
There appears to have ‘been in certain counties a

wealth.

Wholesale
Vote Buying
in Ohio

It is said that the buying and selling of votes has been going on in
Adams county for more than thirty years. It started with the use of
election funds in gubernatorial campaigns. “The Hill Billies,” or resi-
dents of the poorer districts in the hills, immediately pounced upon it as

and with expert knowledge of the subject the
case for reform of our criminal jurisprudence

The just grievance that the lay mind
entertains in this relation arises from the fact
hat we so frequently see the solemn judgments of trial courts
versed on appeal for some purely technical error that did the

bearing on the faith that this law applied to
them ; the best lawyers have agreed in passing

well established and openly recognized trade
in votes, and it seems as if prices were being
marked up year by year, possibly in sympathy
with the high cost of living, A dispatch from
Columbus describes conditions in one county :
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a fine method of turning an extra penny. It was not long before can-
didates for all offices found that an amazingly large number of hands
were out. The price of votes, which had been small in the beginning,
began to rise. Competition grew so keen that men auctioned their
ballots from soap boxes in front of the courthouse in West Union.
Many a county officer has been forced to pay a campaign assessment of
more than $2,500 to obtain an office with a salary of $1,800. Running for
office has meant the financial ruin of more than one. The price of votes
went up from $2 to $20. More than a third of the voting population of
Adams county is declared to have been involved in the traffic. So
rapacious did -the voters become that the politicians found the situation
fast getting beyond their control.

Since the last election there have been wholesale convictions,

mostly on pleas of guilty for the offense of vote selling. The stsange
thing is that this unusual activity of justice in Ohio was inspired
as a measure of self-defense by the politicians.

The election judges in Adams county stood in on the-trade and

one of their number inspected ballots, when desired, before they
were deposited.
ear and the price was paid.
have been following the example of Adams.

If the vote was “right” the judge scratched hisy{St- Paul
It is said that nine other Ohio counties

AN FRANCISCO has always pursued a liberal and enlightened
policy in relation to the creation and development of the
municipal park and boulevard system. - The tax payers of this

Parks and
Boulevards as
an Investment

city have ungrudgingly invested millions of
dollars in such betterments and there is no
doubt that the investment has paid and is
paying, The wisdom of this policy is enforced
by the fact that other active and progressive |santa Fe at Los Angeles, is in the city
municipalities are taking up and following the example which San|©n @ business visit.
Francisco set some forty years ago, when the first steps in this| J. A. Edwards has been appointed
relation were taken.

Kansas City, for example, has within fifteen years created a|
system of forty-five miles of boulevards and 2,100 acres of parks.
The system has so far cost $10,000,000, with one result, among
others, that property in the neighborhood of these municipal improve-
ments has appreciated in value by more than that sum.

George E. Kessler, landscape architect of the Kansas City park

“Real estate men,” Mr. Kessler says, “discovered years ago that
frontage on boulevards easily doubles the market price of lots on streets
two or three blocks distant’

As a result, Kansas City today is acquiring many miles of boule-
vards, which cost nothing for the original dedication and construction.
To obtain the first boulevard it was necessary to condemn strips of
ground and to construct roadways, parking and walks, assessing the cost
against the property. Now, as additions are made to the city, many property
owners desire to plat the ground to include boulevards, to dedicate and
build such boulevards at their own expense, and deliver them finished to
the city. The work, of course, is done under the supervision of the park
commission. In this way several miles of boulevard have been added
to the system. The change in attitude toward the park and boulevard
system\has been due in part to the elevation of public taste, which now
demands beauty in city building. But an exceedingly important factor
has been the discovery that beauty is an asset that can be realized on
commercially. .

board, is quoted to this effect in an article in the Outlook, which says:

It is an interesting fact that the initiation of the Kansas City

park and boulevard system was met with the bitterest opposition
from a considerable body of tax payers, but the results have been

so striking that the feeling is now all the other way.

on its parks with good results, but the development of our boulevard
system has not proceeded with the same energy.

San Francisco has spent a great deal more than Kansas City

NAME—Widow, City. How does a married
] P. J., City. What are t
wo.nllllh«n..e Hn’wdnumlnlt?. ter‘,;" e ..nwu-d obeth:

May Smith, the 1aw not recogniz- state capital is the Bighacs ‘thor 1i0s, | Which
ing “Mrs.” May Smith, nor “Mrs. John® rue, atd witeh the " pamcecy . 1 4 t0 it
Smith. In signing correspondence other The highest is Denver, 5175 feat

than that of a legal

ANSWERS TO QUERIES

POSTMAN—W. A. B, Oity.

rate of salary pald a postman?

Presuming that by the term “post-.

man” you mean letter carrier, the sal-

aries vary.

$1,200, $1,100, $500
»

NEVADA-NEW YORK—Subscriber, Clty. What
is the distance

The distance via the quickest route, the first colonial town to found a fyee
the Iines carrying the bulk of the School for the education of children.
United States mail, is, from San Fran-
cisco to Carson, 214 miles, and from ©nact a law to provide for the educa-
Carson to New York, 3,230 mlles.

If a woman becomes the wife of John
Smith and her given name is May, when
signing any legal ‘document she must

What is the a widow she signs plain May Smith.
That is the general rule, but there are
some who retain the married name, as

Mrs. John Smith.
In this state they are . . .
and $800 a year. FREE SCHOOLS—A. 8. G., Olty. Where dld

the free )

o s 3 e school -,yltem originate—in which city,
The free school system originated in
Holland long before it was thought of
in this country. Hartford, Conn., was

by traveled route from San Fran-
Nev., and from that clty

sachusetts was the first state to

tion of children at public expense. This

. . . law was puug in 1.1(;.
-
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1 Exquisite Advertisement of

California Issued by St.
Paul'Railway

ROBABLY one of the most ex-

quisite folders ever issued on Cali-

fornia as a winter resort has just
been mailed by the passenger depart-
ment of the Chicago, Milwaukee and
It is entitled “Winter's Sum-
mer Garden,” and contains more color
than has been seen in a similar pub-
lication for some time.

The cover page is a reproduction in
colors of California’'s huge trees and
the decorations throughout the book-
let are .typical of the famous Califor-
nia scenery. The reading matter is of
particular interest to the tourist and
is one of the best pieces of California
advertising matter ever issued. Space
is devoted to San Francisco and its
rehabilitation, as well as to other parts
of the state,

A. Y. Leitch, passénger agent of the

city passenger agent of the Southern
railway at St. Louls, vice O. G. House-
man, resigned to engage in other busi-
ness, Porter King ‘has been apopinted
city passenger and ticket agent of the
same road, with headquarters at Mo-
bile, Ala., succeeding C. W, Keller, res
signed to engage in other business,
- - -

The Erie has issued a
showing railroad statistics of a year
ago which argues in favor of a better
feeling between the public and the
transportation companies.

. -

The members of the California asso-
ciation of traffic agents will hold the
first of a series of meetings commenc-
ing next Saturday afternoon with a
banquet at a downtown cafe. On Sat-
urday, February 4, the association will
run an excursion over the Western Pa-
cific to Portola. Early in March a trip
will be made to Sacramento over the
Netherlands route on the Southern Pa-
cific's new steamer, and May 26 to May
30 an excursion will'be given over the
Santa Fe to the Grand canyon. The
committee in charge of the banquet is
as follows: George G. Fraser, Matt J.
Lindsay, Henry Avila, H. E. Jarman,
8. M. Tate; W. D. Wells, L. M. Allum,
Charles F. Dorgeloh and J. E. Warren.

L - -

small card

C. L. Seagraves, general coloniza-
tion agent of the Santa Fe, with offices

Abe Martin
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Ther haint nothin' a woman likes t'

do_ bettern’ havin' somethin’ charged.

Miss Fawn Lippincut is jist r

, 8he signs above sea level, the low: apo-
May Smith, and when she becomes lis, only 4 feet :l’::nhmn ﬁ.‘:.“ ok

enough t' buy chewin’ gum at & se-
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The Poet

Uncle Walt

Philosopher

stable green and red, and Neighbor Johnsing passed

I took a can of paint one day, and made my

that way, and thumped me on

the back and said: “Great smok-
ing whiskers! Friend of mine,

he

SINCERITY you are an Angelo, that's clear!
The skill you've shown in every

q line! Such technique and such
atmosphere! I've seen the galleries of art in

Munich, Brussels, and in Spain, but after this they
would impart to any critic's soul a pain! TI've trav-
eled east, I've traveled west, I know the lore the
masters taught, and this achievement is the best} . rr mason |
that ever modern hands have wrought.” This trib-¢———%
ute made my bosom glow; I said: “In art I see 'm strong; T'll call
my barn a studio, and wear my haid and whiskers long.” .The'n up
the alley Neighbor Binn went prancing home, with all his might;

viewed the stable with a grin, and cried: “Great Caesar! What

a fright!. Whatever beasts you put insude, be they hyenas, mules
or rams, will view that painting open eyed, and think they have the
James H. Jams.” For half an hour it made me_sore, this rude reb}xff
my neighbor sprung; but when that little time was o'er, I said:
“He has an honest tongue.
the taffy one can strew; and so methinks I'll change my plan, and
paint this stable pink and blue.”

The truth is better for a man than all

yright, 1010, by
Bean,rpn Matthew Adams

.1
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\\ The Morning Chit-Chat
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have been perfectly well aware that if you called a rose
a peony it couldn’t possibly smell half so fragrant.

flushed sweetness in the sound of the word “rose” that
peony or petunia doesn't suggest at all.
for such a reasonable person she is rather sensitive

about it.

ticularly bitter.

machine?”
just now, I will explain that whereas once on a time we were all proud to
“autolng” or “automobiling” and later “motoring,
polloi do any of those things.

owe to the immortal William.

HAT which we call a rose by any other name
would smell as sweet.,” Was there ever a more
glaring misstatement than that?

Surely as great a poet as the one who said that must

Surely he must have known that there is a warm

Tell you what made me think of it.
Molly, the little stenographer, is decidedly thin, and

A 3 B —_—_— ¢
The subject came up last night and Molly was par f RUTH CAMERON |
> &
“Why is this?” we questioned. ‘“Have you lost any of those precious
pounds?”’

“No, 'tisn’t that,” explained Molly, “but my aunt was out to the house

last night and she said, ‘Isn’t it a shame, MoHy, when the rest of your
family are so good sized that you should be so terribly skinny.’

“I don’t mind being ‘thin’ s¢ much, but, oh, it's awful to be skinny.”
1 don’t believe there is a thin girl in the land who couldn’t shake on it

with Molly.

Would even Mr. S. dare to say that it doesn't make a vast difference
whether you call a state of body— -

“Slender” and “slim,”

Or

“Thin,”

Or

“Skinny,” “lean” or “poor?”

Would even he dare to assert that it doesn’t make a lot of difference

whether you describe the lady with the much embonpoint as:

“Plump,”

Or

“Large,”

Or

“Stout,” “corpulent”’ or “fat?” .

And here's a few more guestions for him:

Which would he rather go—"“autoing” or “motoring” or “out in the
For his benefit, as they may not have motor cars where he is
" nowadays only the hoi
The select folks “go out in our machine.”
Which would he rather ride in, a “parlor car,” which is what folks from
country call it, or a “chair car” (which is what the people who would

be horrified to have to ride five miles in a “day coach” denominate it)?

Which would he rather spend at his friend's house, Saturday afternoon

and Sunday or “the week end?”

“A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.”
Go along, man.
I know that every little seribbler since your day has,made copy by

disproving that statement.

But surely you laid yvourself open to it.
And anyway, that opportunity makes just one more debt that we all

. A i
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In the last 11
were killed and injured on the Penn-‘[
sylvania lines.as a result of trespass- | 28er of the Western Pacific, is expected

tion of the law.
were killed as a result of trespassing,

began a campaign of education,
result of which the total of personai“;ho has been in the southern part of
killed in 1910 was 585. | the state for several days,

|
. 8. Ruble, assistant general pas-|

senger agent of the Union Pacific, on| g
January 3 was promoted to be assist

of passenger traffic on.all Union Pacific | northern points.
| lines in Colorado, excepting points on | .
the main line, and in charge of lines |
in New Mexico #hd in Wyoming as far | Yellowstone national park during the
as Cheyenne and west from Cheyenne| 1910 season, the /vast majority were
to Ogden.
pointed
Agent of the Union Pacific at Omaha,
succeeding Ruble.

The regularly scheduled meeting of

at Chicago, is in the city looking after | the state railroad commission will take
colonization projects.

| place this afternoon in the commission's
. - . ! offices in the ferry building.
vears 15,834 persons | . . .

P E. L. Lomax, passenger traffic man-

to return to this city this evening after
a business trip to the south.
Ll - .
James Horsburgh Jr., general pas-
the officlals of the company ::e:;senger agent of the Southern Pacific,

on the railroad’'s property in viola-
In 1907, 916 persons

‘ returned
A % 5 { yesterday. 2 = 2

Joseph Jarrison of the Washington
unset route and Phil Gordon of the
- | Sunset lines left last night for a busi-
general passenger agent in charge | nesg trip to Portland, Seattle and other
- -

Of the more than 10,000 visitors to

w. K.

Cundiff has been ap-}’(mm the east and foreign countries.
assistant

general passenger This indlcates that the people in the
west do not appreciate what a wonder-
ful and delightful place for an outing
lles, comparatively speaking, right at
their door.

|
|

PERSONS IN THE NEWS :

G, LEY VERNON, who is a director of Ritz- BARON TINDAL HOOGLANDT of Parls is at
Cariton hotel company and a heavy stock
holder, is staying at the St. Francis with
Mrs. Vernop. He is from London and has
been making a tour of the northwest.

the St. Francis. He hag been in this country
about three months. Jn the east he heard a
&great deal of the opportunities for investment

The in the west and has come to this city to look

© he rep recently pu d the  over the ground personally.

Schenley hotel in Pittsburg for $1,500,000. . . .

The Ritz-Carlton company operates hotels in R. P, LATHROP, a graln grower of Hollister, is
all the large cities of Europe, Its investment  at the St. Framels with Mrs. Lathrop. :
reaches $100,000,000 in hotel properties in Eu- . N Py

rope and about- $10,000,000 in the United W, H. RAYMOND, an §

States. The company also has the restaurant PIMPEROERRN of Portluuﬂ

7 At 2URPRY ot Ogden s at the Vo Dora.

concessiong on the Hamburg-American line.
- - .

PERCY DAVIS, a real estate operater of Seat-
tle, who is also in the jewelry business, is at
the St. Francls. He made a fortune in the
recovery of tide lands,

- - .

A. MacCORQUODALE, commercial agent of the
Oregon-Washl flroad and navigati
company at Spokaue, is at the Palace.

- - -

A. MARTINELLI, proprietor of a general mer-
chandise store at Inverness, is at the Argo-
naut for the aviation meet.

- - -

PHILIP BRANNAN of Tueson, D. E. Dunlap of
Vallejo and J. V. Whipp of Fallon are among
the recent arrivals at the Manx.

- - - "

HOMER H, SMITH and E. A. Glllingham, insur-
ancemen of Sacramento, are at the Stewart,
accompanied by thelr wives. ]

- - - -

A. G. WISHON, who is Interested In an electric

light and power plant at Fresno, is at the

DELOS A.

a mining engineer
Denver, is at the St. Francis witl® Mrs. Chap-
. pell. s
* - .

CYRUS T. CLAPP, formerly
Washington, s at the Palace with his family.
X .
0. ROY RULE, an insuranceman of Los
hm.&m: at the Palace,

-

.

state senator of

: G L ST P e
J-\ul:llum_xnium#ﬁi?-;

is at the Palace with Mrs, Raymond.
- - -

C. A. TATUM; a capitalist of New York, is
Spending a few days at the Palace.
. . -

H. A. BCHOENFELD, a furniture manufacturer
of Seattle, is at the St. Francis.
- - - -
C. D. DANAHER, a lumberman of Spokane, is
registered at the St. Francls,
. . - -
L. M. STARR of Portland is ap the Bellevue
with Mrs. Btarr and Mise Starr.
- . -
B. A. HAYDEN, an oll operator of Bakersfield,
is staying at the St. Francls,
. . - '
J. P. LOREE, a Yaiiroad engineer of New York,
is a guest at fhe Fairmont.
- - .
J. 3. WILSON, In the rubber business at New
York, is at the Colonial.
- . -
GEORGE P. HANEON of Chicago Is at the Fair-
mont with his family,
2 ’ - . -
T. W. HENRY, postuiaster of Paso Robles, is at
the Argonaut. = : :

the Pala

4 . - -
DR. C. ABTHUR WILSON of Cakeuven; 16 ot
. . -

P. McCANN, an attorney of Los Angeles, is-
the Colonial, : el

5 .
n.r-im.m of New !-k.u.l n"




