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civil government of India for over
12 Its t adoption there, out-
side of the ‘.' departments, was
by the director general of post offices,
who issued an order n aking the gingle
print system ,'g-‘-‘ able to “all present
and future ted officers.” After

Lord

Herschel's wonderful success in

ending litigation in a single season be-
tween illiterate py growers and
middlemen, the syst 1 rapidly grew in
favor in India, where it is now even
wsed by some of the best Indian fam-
flies in sending invitations and other
social missives. For years prior to this
fanovation the courts of  India were

with cases wlherein the mid-

swore that the “his

(%) mark"
growers legally trans-

of cert

n poppy

ferred the crops of the latter to the
middlemen, as a result of which false
impersonation, perjury and forgery
fourished With the adeption of the
Ginger print system for the illiterates
this evil ceased.
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Y, opium, immigration and other

wublic departments.
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is o intricate than the single
prir ystem, but not more
so t the ertillon system of meas-
urements, where head length, head
breadth, middle finger l¢ ngth, and many
other anthropometric details are util-
d and rec Jesides, in the
Bertillon system at least lwo expert
operators are required, and even they
are sometimes fallible With the fin-
ger print system the subject himself is
the operator and there can be no ¢ rrors.

The record is immutable,

In the police

ystem the impressions
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The ‘Iv"t:ul.\‘ of thes® are classified in
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While the value of the finger print
impressions in the business world is
seemingly greatest in the way of pre-
venting forgery of bank checks, orders
and commercial letters, this is not the
ouly benefit to be derived from its use.
The finger prints may be used:In much
the same manner as a trade mark; they
may be used to prevent a great variety
of counterfeits. To reproduce fraudu-
lently a finger impression is well nigh
impossible. It is far more complicated
than a written signature, , no matter
how complex. Probably no man writes
his signature twice in exactly the same
fashion. There are always deviations,
greater or less, in one signature from
another. With finger prints there can
be no difference, however slight, except,

1

.

perhaps in the case of a wound, With
more than one r print even this
remote cor be removed.
Many people, as a onse-

Guence. of the develog ol the
fing priiit - systemn of records. have
sked if there is not something al t
It that may be connected with palmis
try It seems natural, to some credul-
that, il each individual

on his finger peca to

must have other marks pe-

himself on . the palm of his

hand may all be so, but no man
€an interpret them any more than. he
can interpret the finger marks. They
are theye, they are different for each
individual, but why this is so, or what

the

may he

temiperamental
that
them, no one can
claim to

differences, if any,

may or may not capse

V., except thoseswho

be seers.
The more one regards the utility

value of the finger

and
print systeny
more fascinating it becomes. What  is
than to press one's thumb
the proper

thereon_an

the
simpler or

and

finger upon gubstance
impression that can
not be duplicated? The operation pre-
cludes the possibility of a forged will,
or a fraudulent deed, or a false order
of any kind. True, a finger print may
be photographed, but the photograph
can not very weHl be transferred to the
paper to which it is desired to attaeh
it without discovery of the deception,

leave

For purposes of identification the
finger .print system is unexcelled, Op-
erated in conjunction with a central

bureau of registry, such as is contem-
plated, a _ stranger may be identified
anywhere. Suppose, for example, that
4 man has a draft on a bank or indi-
vidual io some place where he is not
known by.any one. If there is a regis-
tration in this place of his thumbprint,
or if a duplicate of it has been sent on
in advance -through another channel,
the man has but to make his finger-
print to be positively identified. The
fingerprinut inspires complete confidence,

~The writ‘ten signature is talnble,‘u the
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1mmens'e number of forgeries testifies.
As said before, there can be but one
impression for each finger of any man
and that is exclusively his own. There
may 'be an infinité number of ‘variations
to his true signature, thus facilitating
forgery. < )

The military uses of ‘the finger print
system are of much importance. By
requirifig every recruit to have his
finger prints registered at enlistment
and then_ filing these in a systematic
manner,’ as the police do, 1t may readily
be found, when the finger prints are re-
ceived in ‘the war department from the
reeruiting officers, whether the newly
enlisted man aas ‘ever before been in
the service. If so, his true name may
q.u‘lckl'y be discovered and his identily
be established. Tt he enlists under a

The San Francisco Sunday Can

Wrong name, as many deserters do aftee
finding civil life a failure, in order to
re-enter the service, he is promptly de-
tected.

So, too," in pension claims the soldier
really entitled to the pension will be
assured of getting it, 1If any one should
impersonate him the deception will be
soon exposed.

Like many other inventions, 1deas
and practices originally meant for a
restricted field, the finger print is wid-
ening its sphere of usefulness until the
time may not be far atstant when it
may become as familiar In autography
as the typewritten letier is in corre-!
spondence,

The commercial and legal worlds
have, taken it up in earnest, They will
surely generalize its use.
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*SAVING FIVE

—

EARL ‘POULETT 'complained, during’ What will you charge to come to the
- his recent visit to New York, about house at once?'

the high cost of ¢cab fares.

“In_London,” he said, “an excellent

“ taxicab costs only eight gencel or 1§

cents, a mile," but here the charge is
50 cemts a half mile, ,That is out-
rageous. K5 S Ry . t
" "I ean readily believe ‘the, story T
heard the other evening in a roof gar-
. den.. . A prominent doctor, the story

ran, was awakened about 2 o'clock in
" the morning ty:("s:mln who said:
) Y

- “*Doctor, my” wife is very IH.

‘We couldn't find a ‘taxicab to
‘country. for less then a tenspot)”

“*The charge will be $5, sir, the

" doctor answered.

““Very well, said the man, and ten

minutes later he and the physician were
bowling. swiftly,
the help of the

in the doctor's car, to
i sick woman, :
“Soon they drew up at the house. The

physician was about to descend, but
the man laid his hand on

at the same time pressed a $5. bill
into his paim. ’

his arm, and

**That will be all doctor, he said, 1
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