
Activity of
Water Power
Grabbers

IT seems as if the people of California had begun none too soon
to look after their property. The only question is whether they
are not too late to save the valuable water rights that belong

. to them. A dispatch printed in these columns
on Saturday told how those celebrated citizens
of Alaska, the Guggenheims—as Roosevelt
calls them—had acquired about everything in
the way of water rights to be had in Trinity

county and were preparing to develop them for production of power.
Another recent dispatch from Plumas county was this:

QUINCY, March 28.— W. S. Cone of San Francisco has filed on 150,000
inches of water to be diverted from the north fork of the Feather river
at a point near Belden bar in Plumas county. The notice says the water
is to be used for Irrigation and power purposes and it is believed this is
part of a general plan for some large concern. Cone filed a week ago on
150.000 inches to be diverted from the north fork near Big bar in Butte
county. The water in each case is to be carried several miles in flumes
to the proposed sites of the power houses.

The development of these properties is. of course, a great thing
for California, but it is a much greater thing for the interests that
have been permitted to seize public property and hold it in perpetuity
under color of law and without paying a penny in the way of com-
pensation to the people of the state, who are the real owners thereof.

It is not at all that these rights are so valuable today. It would
be fair and reasonable policy to lease them to concessionaries at a
nominal rent on condition of development and use. It is the pros-
pective value of the rights that is important, and in that view the
state should never part with the title in perpetuity. Such we believe
to be the policy of recent legislation that was enacted assuredly
none too soon.

Berkeley as a
Political
Laboratory

IF we might suppose that a dozen years ago a city of the high
| intellectual plane and moral standing of Berkeley "had elected a

socialist mayor, the country would not have known what to
( make of it, and the people who go off half

cocked would have denounced the town as
inhabited by a population of long haired
cranks, multifariously bewhiskered. But

—! nowadays the announcement of Dr. Stitt
Wilson's election to be mayor of Berkeley causes no more than a
mild thrill of surprise. It is not revolution, but experiment. Berke-
ley, like Milwaukee, has been converted for the present into a political
laboratory, and her neighbor cities willwatch with unaffected interest
the workings of the process.

In Milwaukee a similar experiment has not been especially suc-
cessful, nor, on the other hand, has it been attended by disaster. The
vague but glittering promises of the socialist program and platform
have not been fulfilled, as indeed every sober minded man knew
they could not be realized. There was to be work for everybody
under socialist rule in Milwaukee, and now, in the realization, there
is a greater number of unemployed laborers in Milwaukee than in any
other city of similar size in America, and in the way of meeting this
difficult problem the socialist administration has displayed con-
Rnirnniiis inranaritv

Perhaps that condition should not be surprising. The socialistsof light and leading are very often amiable idealists who have dwelt
all their lives in a land of dreams. When they ye confronted by
the actual realities of a complicated situation they lose their heads.In a scientific sense the Berkeley experiment" is less interesting
than that in Milwaukee, because the Berkeley administration will
be only part socialist. Doctor Wilson's magnificent promises and
vaulting ambitions will be hampered in the execution by his soberminded colleagues, so that there need not be any expectation citherof bread riots or municipal bankruptcy in Berkeley.

President Diaz
Makes Full
Surrender

THE message of Diaz to congress is demonstration that Mexico
has been undergoing a real process of revolution. The message
is a plain confession that things are all wrong in the repubHc

j an* must be changed. It is an admission that
the general line of accusation carried in such
publications as "Barbarous Mexico" was just.

It is not at all that the guerrilla warfare_ 1 in the border states is important by itself. The
real danger to the Diaz autocracy lies in the vast body of discontent
among the middle classes inhabiting the cities. Industrial develop-
ment, so much fostered by Diaz, has introduced a new element in
Mexican communities. Formerly the country had virtually but two
classes, the great feudal land owners and the peons, who were in
fact serfs. That system suited the hacienderos very well, and the
peons did not know any better; but the exploitation of mining and
manufacturing industry, so much promoted by Diaz, has introduced
a new element, whose determination to accomplish free government
is working the downfall of the man who created them and his
autocracy.

The message to congress is nothing less. It is on its face a
iplete surrender. Whether it is meant in all sincerity to be

carried out according to promise is another matter. Politicians and
diplomats always make promises with a mentat reservation. But
really the sincerity, or otherwise, of Diaz and his advisers in this
affair is not especially important.

It is hard to teach an old dog new tricks, but this fact makes it
-worse for the dog. Diaz did not surrender his despotic

powers because it was his pleasure, but because he must. He is
held in the inexorable clutch of circumstances, and if he will not
grant a certain measure of free government some other man will,
for the future belongs to democracy.

The Lightning Change Artist Eclipsed

Mission of
an Apostle
of Peace

BARON D'KSTOURXELLES, the accomplished Frenchman
who is visiting San Francisco, is, one may be permitted to
hope, not merely ajj amiable enthusiast crying "Peace, peace,, where* there is no peace." but a practical man

who speaks of facts that are in the way of
accomplishment, albeit he addresses a towns-
folk who within a month have heard the ring

•_ of bridles and the clash of arms as marching
men went forth to what might prove to be a war. The essence of
M. d'Estournelles' gospel is that public opinion, the opinion of the
nations, will make war impossible. A brief statement issued in his
behalf exp^ins:

He will show, by citing the opinions of the greatest thinkers and the
greatest historians, that with the exception of the wars of independence,
the greater number of even victorious wars have been needless in the
past, and will continue to be more and more needless—disastrous for theconqueror as for the conquered. He will indicate that in view of the
daily progress in science, and particularly in means of communication,
with the discoveries in aerial and submarine navigation, and with wireless
telegraphy, war becomes «n anachronism and not a solution—ever ready
to commence again—creating only reprisals, hatred and ruin, and inev-
itably entailing the degeneration of the race.

It will not be denied that there is an appreciable and distinct
movement of international opinion in the direction that M. d'Estour-
nelles indicates. The only clouds on the horizon are raised by Germany
and Japan. As for Japan, we regard the supposed threat as fanciful,
and we have always failed to understand what substantial cause of
quarrel England and Germany could find to fight over. A war
between these great nations would stagger humanity and set back
civilization a century without resulting in good for'victor or van-
quished. What happened at Jena? What happened at Sedan? There
is little to show for either victory but fhe waste of blood and treasure.

These are commonplaces, to be sure, but while the world has
universally acknowledged them as matters beyond dispute, the
nations have never acted as if they believed them. We may hope
now that the spread of democracy will change the point of view.

As itwas said a long time ago, "The kings rage, the people suffer."

What
Happened
to Raker?

WHEN the mountains of California contributed Congressman
Raker as the lonely democrat of the state representation in
the national parliament it was hoped that this distinction

would bring something more important in the
way of recognition than a subordinate mem-
bership on an obscure committee. State pride
is offended because the majority of his own

' party controlling the house of representatives
did not give him at least a chairmanship.

It might only be the chairmanship of the committee on the state
of the Potomac river, but still it would be something in the way of
distinction and it would have been appreciated as a compliment by
California as well as by Mr. Raker.

How on earth can the democratic party hope to carry California
next time, or any time, if the steam roller is cranked up to run over
our single contribution to their majority in the house? Majorities
are made up of units, and if they run over and flatten out the con-
stituent parts, leaving them in the aspect of a political pancake, it
becomes discouraging, and Mr. Raker might justifiablywonder what
he was begun for, when in the very hour of his official birth he was
done for in this ruthless fashion.

What happened to Raker?

By Proxy
"Have you ever noticed how a bum

actor can get laughter and applause by
using a cuss word?"

"Oh, yes. What's the reason?"
"I've found out, I think. The audi-

ence has been wanting to swear, but is
too polite."—Toledo Blade.

Where Typewriters Go
"I have sold my old typewriter."
"You were sensible. Jinx married

hU."—Washington Herald.

A Source of Uneasiness
"That fellow Is a source of great un-

easiness to me. He may be worthy, but
I wish he would keep away from my
house." "Courting your daughter, Ishe?" -Naw; he's courting my cook."—
Louisville Courier-Journal.

The Way He'd Run It
A bright little Medford lad hoard his

parents talking about the salaries of
teachers. "I don't see why they should
pay the teachers," he said, very seri-ously, "when we children do all thework."—Boston Journal.

Answers to Queries
DRY. BATTERIES—D.~ R. X.; writing

from Wrights, says: "One of the cor-
respondents of the query department
wants to know how to recharge a dry
battery. The following formula has
produced good results for me: After
removing the paper cover punch several
holes in the sides and bottom of thebattery to quite a depth, taking care
to do as little damage as possible tothe zinc. Make a solution of 10 cents
worth of salamoniac in a quart ofwater, then soak the battery in the so-lution for 24 hours. At the end of thattime take out the battery, wipe the out-side with a cloth, then dip it in hotparaffine to prevent the battery drying

• • •I.AXD-E. D 8.. Talk*, Wh»re r. a Iotnain information about government land for

W?.WnVt£?" CallfOrnia
'

Colon(i0- O"W» .ndnawington?
By writing to the United States landoffice at each of the following places-

California—Eureka. Independence, LosAngeles-, Oakland. Redding. Sacramen-to, SusanvJlle. Visulia. Colorado—DelNorte. Denver. Durango. GlenwoodSprings. Hugo, Lamar, Leadville. Mont-rote. Pueblo. Sterling. Oregon—Burns
Lagrand, Lakeview, Portland, Rose-burg. The Dalles. Vale. Washington-
North Yakima, Olympia, Seattle Spo-
kane, Vancouver, Walla Walla and
WaterviUe.

BRIDGE—T. C. 8.. Monterey. Who wroterentes in which are the words:
"They're going- to buiM. I fee! it, yetA brid«e across the Willamette"? . v.
Why were the verses written?
Steve Maybell. The building of abridge across, th« Willamette at Port-

land was contemplated many years be-
fore work was begun and the "rhyme Inquestion voiced the people's general
expectation.

WOMEN' POLICE—Cat] Reader. City. Isthere any place in the Tnlted States " wherethere, are women policemen?
There is no place where women dopatrol duty as do men, but in Los

Angeles and in some cities in the east
women engaged in special work have
been given the right to carry a police
badge of. authority.

•*. • .
A DESERTER—Subscrlber, Bine Lakes.'-'-If a

soldier deserts from the United States army ishe liable to punishment at the expiration of twoyears. If during that time he hag resided In theunited States? Must be haTe resided la one
pure? frtrHwiih nwyiuif

If a deserter Is not apprehended
within two years after desertion the
time acts as a bar to a prosecution,
provided he has resided in the United
States, no matter if in one or more

places. If apprehended within two
year* and during that period he was
without the limits of the United States
the statute' of limitation does not run
as against his foreign absence.

•\u25a0 • •
HORN. AND C4XAI>—A. C, City. and J. 8.,

Sacramento. what time and distance will be
»BT*d to a (tetmer from New York to San
Francisco by going through the Panama canal In-
stead of around the Horn? Also from Hamburg?

The distance from New York to San
Francisco round the Horn is 13,244
miles. By canal It will be 5.299 miles.
From Hamburg it is 14.244; by canal
8.467. The time saved will depend on
the speed of the steamers.

\u25a0 • •-•"';
CONSULAR—A. R. G.. VMleJo. How are coo-

suls and vice consuls from tbe United States
appointed, and to whom should in application be
presented ? . -They are appointed by the United
States secretary of state, after a. civil
service examination. Application for
examination must be sent to the office
of the official named.

••• . .
AUTHOR WANTED—B. M. A., Stockton. Who

is the author of the following}
Count that day lost
Wilton low dew-ending sun
Views from thy handNo worthy action done.
Blrtlett's "Familiar Quotations" says

the author is unknown.• • *DESERTING CHILDREN—I*' V.. City. 'sup-
posing a man deserts hif children, tearing themsick and destitute, and at the end of two year»
return*, during which time he never contributedto their support, and makes a demand for bis
children; could he haTe them? ,

Consult Judge Murasky of the juve-
nile court.

• • •
Ji THE MOON'—F. E. 8., ; I.npahoibol. Hawaii.
What Is the distance of the moon from the
earth?

'The mean; distance is,- 238.850, but
its maximum distance may be as much
as 252,830 miles, while the nearest it
can come to the earth is 221,520 miles.

\u25a0••.\u25a0"\u25a0•\u25a0...•
SCHOOI/ I.ANDB— R. Where can I

*
ob-

tain information as to school lands in Cali-
fornia ?

Communicate with the surveyor gen-
eral, Sacramento.

• • •DAGO—W.' E.. City. What is tbe origin of
the word "dago"?

This has been traced back a long
time to sailors, who, meeting Spanish

sailors who were christened Diego
(James), pronounced the name asDago.

• '• • :
OLD PAPERS—I hare copies <* the Alt*raliforni. of lm aDd of th4. %m n{Ushed la. this citr. What are they worth?
They have no market value. They

are worth what any one would be will-ing to give for them.
...• . • •i.fnAX(iE OF XAMF—n- City. How can I»mJi T ,rh*nSP ™T »«»". 'bat k, the one bywhich I hare been known for the last eeren

By application to the superior courtthrough an attorney.

rt.SM TR9 rOR**T-L. City. How many >«.s£ Fra°nci£o c? m there In th* 6ntro f9rt^a
• • •EXPECTORATION—C. S.. City Whes «<\u25a0

walk.rlnnVim
e lPrf*l.bltlnK "Pector.tion o7 ildV-wama in San Francisco pasted?

February 23, 1907.• • «
KOrRTH OF .TriY_F T C<f, T «.

fourth of July a national holiday?
No.

. SDBWATR—N. X..' Gtocghton Maw. Are

i«dVBto fr^1 *Mbw^ ta -No.

W^^a^ra^^ld^iW^K
k

The Claus Spreckels building at Mar-Ket and Third streets.• • •
THE CALL—-C. A N Citr Is th. R.n

It is not the successor of either.• • »
ELECTION---Snb«crib»r, Oakland. How ngn ,

•tectton .p"2"lnc were there at the primarrelection in San Francisco in August, 1910?
Two hundred and fifteen.

OTJC TREE-Sub.. May. At what heightahiuM a gum tree be CUt if Intended tor anornamental shade tree? lOC "°From 20 to 25 above the ground• • •
HONOLULU TAPERS—Sub.. City. tme theleading papers published In Honolulu, H. I.
Bulletin, Star and Gazette.

DANDRUFF— Reader. Berkeley Canyon gusgen a cure for dandruff?
oer"iey' *-»

Consult a physician.

Abe Martin

Pinky Kerr'a brother married a circus
rider yisterday—usin 1 three-ring cere-mony. It wus thought fer awhile th'
livery stable wut burnin' up today, but
it proved f be a grocery se-gar.

Uncle Walt
The Poet Philosopher

SIGNS OF

SPRING

\u25a0Vhen tireless agents greet me with smiles fjrom
to ear, and do their best to beat me, just as

they did last year, by selling
fruit trees fruitless, or cornets
that are tootless, or other junk
that's bootless, I know that

I spring is here. When lam tired
1 an( j bjiioUSi and feeling stale and

queer, and doctors supercilious abowt my door
appear, and dope me up with potions, and rub me
down with lotions that stir up strange emotions, I
know that spring is here. When to its pasture fra-
grant proceeds the lowing steer;, when from his lair
the vagrant comes forth, intent on beer; when I -
see neighbors slashin' around their gardens, thrashin' in idiotic
fashion, I know that spring is here. When truant schoolboys,
naughty, go fishing at the weir; and women all grow dotty, as in the
yesteryear, and tear the house to pieces, to scrub where dust or
grease is, just like so many geeses, I know that spring is here. When
flies begin to tickle the victim's no?e and ear; when skeeters prod
and prickle, with small but poignant spear; when birds come back
and bring us the songs they used to sing us, and bees come up and
sting us, Iknow that spring is here. <*****.mo. *o«i|> Matthew iduu

I WALT MASON i

The Morning Chit-Chat
MYDEAR MISS CAMERON:

"I am a reader of this paper and have noticed
with interest the different occupations for women
you sometimes suggest in your columns.

"Now, I would appreciate it very much if you would
suggest some ways by which a college girl can earn
money during her summer vacation. I refer to a college
girl who is trying as nearly as possible to earn her own
way through college. What can you suggest in this line
that would not bring her to the opening of the college
year, tired out and unfit for the year's work

"An early answer through the columns of the paper
is greatly desired."

Again I am going to ask my readers' help.
On the previous occasions when I have requested . „

this I have found my readers most generous with their excellent sugges-tions, so I am sure they will be again.
Last summer I happened to hear of two college girls who spent thesummer as book agents in southern Canada. They went through every

primitive country which had not been done to death by summer tourists,and were regarded by the country people as a most welcome diversionConsequently, according to the reports which I got, they both had adelightful time and made very good money.
Other college girls whom I have known have earned money during thesummer by acting as governesses, as monitors at summer camps as playteachers in summer playgrounds, as teachers in summer schools as clerks inthe civil service (the examination is the last of April, I think) or in ordinaryoffices. J

None of these things is very unique, so I am afraid I have not con-tributed much to the subject. And here, of course, is where I want ray
readers' help.

If you know of any way in which a college or high school girl has earnedmoney in the summer, won't you write and tell us about it?
Through these columns I will pass your suggestions on to this girl and

to any others who may be desirous of similar information.

\u2666 . _+
I KUIH CAMEHON i

PERSONS IN THE NEWS
I'- ' . ' ,' -:.,

GEORGE : BtTPIT, \u25a0 for many , year* associated
with the Palace hotel, gave a birthday party

..yesterday on his ranch In Sonoma county. He
entertained ! a large number, of friends In the

\u25a0 (rood old fashioned style, anvong them Mr. and
Mrs. Sven \u25a0 Chrißtenson and Judge . and Mrs.

* Carroll Cook. ' Besides being a birthday party,
it wag the fifth"anniversary of SapfTs wed-
ding. - • • •

WALTER J. \u25a0 BIER, a capitalist of New : Jer-
:sey. Is at the St. Francis with his family.

They . have been spending the winter [in the
southern' part of the state.

\u25a0\u25a0 ''\u25a0'' - • '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0> --• •GEORGE _ W." BAYLY, a mining man of .(Los
v, Angeles, la' among the recent arrivals at ! the .

\u25a0, St; Francis. • • •
GEORGE VAN HAGEL, a businessman of St.~ Louis, is staying at ; the • Stewart with . Mrs.". Van Bagel. - , \ ;

• » •
C. H. PLXTMMER and J. P. McKinnie. oil oper-
\u25a0 «tor» of Lot Angeles, are guesti at ' the Pal-

ace. HSBH||BhBhMH
• • •

MR. AND MRS. D. A. HANSON of Chics are
among the recent arrivals at the Fairmont. •

'."\u25a0; • • ; •;\u25a0-' ,--\u25a0"\u25a0\u25a0
H. T. GRANGER, an . attorney of Seattle, Is

aotnng the recent arrivals at the Palace. - -• • •JOSEPH W. FOLK, former - governor of Ml*,
| souri, is staying at the St. Francis.. •'\u25a0'

•'"'
' » .'•\u25a0"•"."

W.; T. DERMO»T, a cattleman of Williams,"Ariz., is a guext at the St.= Francis.'- ' •.. •"•'/' .';•.\u25a0.•:\u25a0' •; • t — :

LESLEY B. SMITH, an oil operator of Hanford,
' is at. the Turpin with i Mrs. SnUUW\

R. R. SPSSCER, Tice president of the NationalBank of Commerce at Seattle, is at the Pal-ace with his : family. They hare Just re-turned from a trip to Hawaii, and are on
their way borne. \u25a0 ;

THOMAS J. HcCASN* a w'ne importer, re-
turned from a business trip through the north-west > yesterday, ana has taken permanent
apartments at . the St. 'Francis. '\u25a0 - '•;.•;-..: • ...••»-.:

HEITRY WHITE• of Sacramento, and V. -E.We«t of Woodland, are among the recent ar-rivals at the i Manx.
•\u25a0 \ • \u25a0-. •'•*, . •SAMUEL, PLATT, United States district at-. : torner of Nevada, is at the St. Francis, regla-

tered from Carson. \u25a0

\ — \• • •L. K. ALLEN, passenger traffic manager of theBock Island Hnes, is at the Palace, registered
from Chicago.

OAPTAIir ». E. COUSIjrs of. the ite.ia.BlpGovernor, is ,at] the St. -Francis.
BB**ffßt*WiiV[» iJtf£A. B. SWAIIT, a > hanker; of Sebastopol. li at

the Turpin with Mrs. Swain.
:"\u25a0 k ..'i-.. !\u25a0 \u0084 .•:\u25a0-,,\u25a0• »

A. E. BOOTH, a grain broker of Winnipeg, Isregistered at the: Palace.
* • •H. BRATNOBLE, a mining man of Alaska, U

registered at the Palace.• * •X. RODWEIX --,_MAYER of London Is at the
Fairmont with his wife;

• • •DH, AJTD MRS. C. B. LYMAK of DenTer am"
eue-ts at the Palace.

* • •HOLMES D. GLOVER of Santa Bow to stajln*
*t liie Stewart.
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