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BATTLESHIP
FLEET FOR

PACIFIC
Sixteen Great War Vessels Will

Be Sent to This Coast
Within Year

I

DEPARTMENT REFUSES
TO DIVULGE INTENTIONS

Members of Congress Certain
Naval Force Will Be Divided

When Total Is 32

VESSELS WILLREMAIN
UNTIL CANAL IS OPENED

[Special Dispatch to The Call]

WASHINGTON, April 7. — That
1/17 half of the American' battle-
V V ship fleet will be sent to the

Pacific ocean within the
next year and will remain there until
the opening of the Panama canal in
1915 Is the prediction of members of
congress as a result of information
which is said to have leaked from the
navy department.

Senator Perkins of California, chair-
man of the naval affairs committee,
said tonight that while nothing definite
had been decided, he and the other
members of the California delegation
have been urging the navy department
to send 16 battleships to the Pacific
coast and had understood that Secre-
tary Meyer would issue such an order
when the fleet numbered 32.battleships.

Thirty-one Battleships Now
There are 31 battleships in active

• service now, and the Arkansas and
Wyoming will soon be added to the
list.' By the time the fleet reaches its
full strength it is predicted that IS

armored craft will be stationed
'.- In the Pacific

Secretary Meyer or the navy depart-
ment denied tonight that half of the
fleet had been ordered to the;: Pacific
coast, lie did not deny that no such
orders would be given.

4 "All that I need »ay is that there Is
' no truth In the story," Tie asserted. ..

Announcement was made, however,
that the second division of the Ameri-
can Atlantic fleet -will make a cruise In
the Baltic either this spring or summer.
The itinerary of the vessels has not
yet been definitely determined. The
question Is being considered by the
state department, which has been con-
sulting: with foreign nations. Formal
announcement Is made that the war-
ships will in all probability make stops
at ports of Germany.

Germany Felt Slighted
Last summer, when the Atlantic fleet

visited English and French ports in the
English channel, some criticism devel-
oped in Germany because the ships did
not Include that country In their itiner-
ary. Na\al officials said, ..owever,

that no slight was Intended to Germany
and the department's action in dis-
patching the second division to Europe
is generally believed to be intended as
reinforcing that statement.

The vessels will sail about May 10,
returning to Cape Cod by July 15. The
second division is composed of the first
class battleships Louisiana, Kansas,
»w Hampshire and South Carolina.
The squadron probably will be com-
manded by Rear Admiral Charles J.

\u0084 Badger. This trip of the second di-
k vision has no reference to the sending

of -the 18 battleships to the Pacific
coast. The division Includes only four
ships, while the expectation is that 16
will be sent to the Pacific coast and
that this will be done some time after
July 15, when the second division Is ex-
pected to return.

Intimated by Perkins
The first intimation that half of the

fleet might be sent to the Pacific coast
came from Senator Perkins, who is
said to have assured other members of
the California delegation that it would
not be long , before half of• the fleet
Would be in the Pacific.

"No definite promise has been made,"
'said the senator, "but from the time
the navy made its famous world's cir-
< ling tour In 1908 we have been urging
that half the fleet remain there and we
have been urging it ever since, and
Secretary Meyer Intimated that it
might be advisable to divide the fleet. in that way." . , . .

While the denials of officials of the
navy department are positive, there Is
reason to believe that the project has
received consideration in high sources,
but that :it has been inadvisable to
make any announcement at this time
lest any misunderstanding arise a*, to
the relations between this country and
Japan.

Canal May Be at Stake
Predictions v have been made that

Japan never will consent to the open-
Ing of the Panama canal and that the
only recourse! for this country would
be to send patt. of the fleet to the Pa-,

v clfic ocean to*%eard~"ofr inevitable at-
tack. These .predictions have been de-
clared basel< and" foolish by the au-
thorities at .Washington, and it is un-

Right to Give Son
$1,700,000 Granted
To American Wife

[Special Dispatch to The Call]
NEW YORK, April 7.—The

Hon. Mrs. Edith Kip McCreery

Coventry, wife of the third son
of the earl of Coventry, won the
right to dispose of $1,700,000
worth of property she inherited
from the estate of her grand-
father. Pierre Lorillard. In the
appellate division of the supreme
court today.

A unanimous opinion reversed
a judgment by James W. Butler,

the referee, holding that the Hon.
Mrs. Coventry could not cancel a
deed giving the property to her
son by a former marriage, and
also granted her a retrial.

The Honorable Mrs. Coventry
is a daughter of Colonel Law-
rence Kip of New York. Her
flrst husband was Richard Mc-
Creery, son of Bishop Andrew
McCreery of California. She di-
vorced McCreery in 1904. Her
S year old son by this marriage
was given into her custory, with
an allowance of $3,000 a year
for his education.

About six weeks before her
marriage to the Hon' Henry
Thomas Covenary. she executed
a deed for $1,700,000 of lior New
York property, providing that
she should have the income from
the estate for life and that after
her death young McCreery, her
son, should become it's posses-
sor.

LONG, TAFT AND
FISHER CONFER

Hetch Hetchy Discussed With
President and the Interior

Secretary

[Special Dispatch to The Call]

WASHINGTON. April 7.—City At-
torney Percy V. Long of San Francisco
had an interview today with President
Taft and Secretary Fisher of the in-
terior department in regard to the
Hetch Hetchy hearings. He reiterated
the position of San Francisco and
asked that full consideration be given
to the future needs of the city as a
reason why the rights to Hetch Hetchy
granted by Secretary Garfleld should
be unmolested.

He found both the president and
Secretary Fisher very friendly to the
interests of San Francisco and appa-
rently there is no longer any adverse
influence at work.

The army appointed to investigate
the subject will hold hearing at San
Francisco during the summer and the
following will be decided December 1
by Secretary Fisher.

ELECTRIC LINES
BOUGHT BY S. P.
FROM HANCHETT

Santa Clara Valley System of
Fifty Miles Is Sold for

$4,000,000

Railway Corporation Secures
Control of Situation in

the Peninsula

The San Jose and Santa Clara county
railroad company, the San Jose railway
and the San Jose traction company,
three electric lines that traverse- the
Santa Clar valley and which are , the
only electric lines in theh city of San
Jose, passed into the possession of the
Southern Pacific company yesterday. L.
E. Hanchett, president of these corpo-
rations, who owned - nearly all the
stock, said that he had received more
than $4,000,000 for his interest.

"The Southern Pacific has purchased
these lines and they have paid me In
cash more than the $4,000,000 you men-
tion. That tells the story briefly,"

Hanchett said last night at his office in
the Merchants' Exchange building-.

Control of Situation
Yesterday's deal is one of the largest

of its kind for many months. It gives
the Southern Pacific, in conjunction
with its peninsular railways, absolute
control of tne "electric line situation on
the San Mateo peninsula and in the
Santa Clara valley. The property sold
by Hanchett consists of a little more
than 50 miles of improved electric
lines.,

Other electric railway corporations
have been after Hanchett to sell. Two
years ago he named his price, he said
last night, and he had not changed the
figure one penny either way. He will
leave this morning on the San Fran-
cisco overland, limited for New York,
for what purpose he would not say. ,

"Yes, I am going to New York in the
morning. 1 can not say for what. ill
leave that to you to figure out.". ','-:

Sudden Decision to Buy
That the Southern Pacific: suddenly

decided • to acquire the holdings of
Hanchett"'appears to he the 'general
theory In electric railways circus. The
Oakland traction company is working
slowly on its line into San Jose and
the Harriman road is said to be anxious
to secure \u25a0 complete monopoly of that \u25a0

territory. The Southern Pacific's elec-'
trie lines now extend from Palo Alto i
to Santa Clara with nearly ion branch
lines to different sections of that
country. *Hanchett, who is a former mayor of
San Jose, has been gradually acquiring
the traction lines in the Santa Clara
valley for several years. The lines that

WIRELESS KITE BRINGS
JAPAN TO TWIN PEAKS

Two Local Amateurs With New Apparatus Break Long
Distance Record Set by Marconi

By an experiment on the west slope
of the hills back to Twin peaks last
night with two box kites and a half
mile of wire, Richard Fontana and
Leone Cadenasso, local experts of wire-
less telegraphy, marked a new epoch
in receiving wireless nir^jiacres with
detached aerials. At the completion of

their test Fontana and Cadenasso had
received flashes sent from over 5,000

miles of sea, which were caught l>y
two slender drifting antennae attached
to their kites a half mile in the air.

The object of the experiments was to
prove the theory that the tall poles
used at the present time at wireless
stations are superfluous in receiving
messages from a great distance, and
that an aerial with only one end at-
tached to the grounding medium is1

better in long distance telegraphy than
the wires strung from a pole.

Fontana and Cadenasso flrst Bent up

th<- kitca with sno feet of wire and im-
mediately caught a cipher from Hono-
lulu, and then several from ships at
sea in a long sweep from south of the
equator to the northern coast of British
Columbia.

Witli a half mile of the wire «p and
the thin aluminum wires sweeping in
the wind from the kites' ends, the In-
struments on the ground below clicked
off an unintellihle message, which was
found to have come from off the roast
of Japan.

Fontana and Cadenasso hop* to prove
by a series of tests to he made during
the next week'that the box kite ap-

paratus and the detached aeriel, are
superior to the pole system. The lat-
ter Is said to require a greater num-
ber of batteries.' and more wire than the
new method, but has been unable to
get messages from over so great a dis-
tance.

"RATS!" CRY FLEEING WOMEN
AND WORKMEN GET SEATS

[Special Dispatch to The Call]
CHBBTBR, .'a.. April 7. — Several

workmen employed^ at the American
Viscoz company's plant at Marcus Hook,
who have been complaining of the prac-
tice of women occupying almost all the
seats on the special trolley cars run for
the benefit of workmen, obtained seats
last night through a ruse which was
manipulated by N. Moyer Whittaker of
Eddystone.

The aisle was filled with tired work-
men hanging on straps when Whit-
taker liberated three mice from a box.
In an instant one of the women cried
"Rats!" while all of the fair sex jumped
from their seats, lifted their skirts and
rushed to each end of the car.

During the excitement the workmen
took possession of the unoccupied seats.

MAN OF 74 KILLS FRIEND
IN CELEBRATING BIRTHDAY

[Special Dispatch to The Call]
LIVINGSTONE, Mont.. April 7.—C. W.

Smith early this morning shot and

killed Andrew McCuln, aged 4S, in a
lonely c»bin near Gardiner. The two

men had been celebrating Smith's 74th
iy and both had been drinking

hey quarreled and Id
d to have hit Smith with a cane.

The old man then took a shotgun from
the wall and, before MoCuln could de-
fend himself, shot the younger man
through the heart. Smith gave him-
self up and declares that he shot Me-
Cum in self defense. McCuln and
Smith have been friends for many years

and each year have celebrated Smith's
birthday together.

YOUTH'S MIND
IS SEIZED BY

UNSEEN FORCE
Robert Nicholls of Los Gatos

Says He Can Not Control
Brain Working

Itinerant Mesmerist Expert-
mented on Child With

Bad Results

[Special Dispatch to The Call]
SAN JOSE, April 7.—That 11 year old

Robert Nichols, who declares he poi-
soned his pet dog and foster parents,
Mr. < and Mrs. John Bazus,' owners of
the Olympia hotel in Los -Gatos, Is the
victim of an itinerant hypnotist who
visited that city more than two years
ago, was the Impression" gained by of-
ficers of the Juvenile court and spec-
tators during the hearing of his case
today.' . ' :;

; After the boy had been examined and
cross examined and his foster mother
had been subjected to a searching In-
quisition, Juvenile Judge P. V. Gosbey
declared that he believed that the boy
was still under a "spell" of some sort
and committed him into the custody of
Probation Officer O. W.'\Lee, . with in-
structions to place him In the home of
Dr. A. E. Osborne of Santa Clare, an
alienist who has made a special study
of causes contributory to juvenile de-
linquency and crime. ' Doctor Osborne
will 'make a report within a week.

His Mind Mastered
The clew to the theory that the boy

had been under a hypnotic spell was
obtained early in the hearing. Asked
why he had administered poison; to :his
foster parents he said. "Something
takes hold of ray mind that is stronger
than I." - .>,v j -

"Can you sec this something?" he was
asked. ) '.'J'\

"No, but I can feel, it,"1 he said.
Later he admitted that he had at-

tended an exhibition of hypnotism in
Los Gatos. When Mrs." Bazus whs placed
on the.stand she ...-. cjrestioned in re-
gard to her experience with hypnotism
and hypnotists. ' '-; - '\u25a0

"4^ hypnotist came t<*Los Gatos more
than two years ago,": she said. "I
heard that' he could, cure rheumatism.
My husband suffered from rheumatism;
and we invited him to come' to our
house. He passed his hands over us and
told us we were asleep.\ No'cure was
affected. Robert had been, stealing
things ever since he was a baby, and
the hypnotist thought he could cure
him by hypnotizing him. He passed his
hands over the boy. My husband paid
the man, but I odn't know how much."

Boy Wears Kid Gloves
\u25a0' The courtroom was crowded with
people when the Nicholls case was
called and the boy was the cynosure
of all eyes as he advanced from the
rear, of the apartment between his
foster father and mother. The father
was on crutches because of rheumatism
and the mother appeared to be in good

health.. The boy carried a .bag of
candy,' was dressed nattily and wore
kid gloves;. The strange "far away"
expression in the lad's eyes excited
much comment. - • : - ,'\u25a0' ': \u25a0\u25a0•, \u25a0 .:

" Robert was placed on the stand im-
mediately. He said that lie was the
con of Theodore <Nicholls and that he
was born in Los Gatos. He lived on
a farm until he was 7. years old. ! His
parents ithen separatedl and he was
adopted bjr Mrs. Bazus, just prior to"
her marriage* to her present husband.
The boy was subjected to an unusually
close examination.
Clings to His Story
.-He clung tenanciously to his orig-
inal story as he outlined it in his con-
fession to a. _ . Call correspondent
Wednesday evening in spite of the fact
that Doctor Osborne, Assistant District
Attorney James P. Sex, Juvenile Judge
P. F. Gosbey and newspapermen em-
ployed every "artifice and subterfuge
to ;, entrap him into contradictory
statements. He was. on the stand for
an hour and a half and was led back
and forth over the same ground. :

A 15 cent s box of.rat poison and a
glass of water- were introduced by
Judge Gosbey. ';.The , boy was \u25a0asked to
remove his gloves and show how much
poison he had administered each time
to his mother. He did as requested and,
taking a tiny

t
pinch of the stuff be-

tween his : thumb and forefinger,
dropped it into the glass. The poison
floated on top of the water, forming a
sort of scum. : <- \u25a0 ' >/>\u25a0*

He said that he brought the water to
his : mother in a ' darkened room, and
that she could not detect it. He ad-
ministered it every three or four days
from January until the latter part of
March, when a drug bill from Watkins'
pharmacy. in Los Gatos apprised Mrs.
Bazus of the boy's purchase of ''Rough
on Rats.'* . • \u25a0'".-<\u25a0' -;

\u25a0

- The boy said that he had given poison
to his father upon one occasion, prob-
ably some time in January. He poi-
soned the pet dog about two years ago,
just after. he had been hypnotised as a
cure for the stealing habit. The un-
known something gripped him by the
head and made him do it. He said 'that
he loved his father and mother and
that he had a comfortable home. :iHe
was treated well and would, not like to

leave it. "\u25a0"•; ".;" '\u25a0'-.'.'\u25a0;'
The boy was questioned in regard to

Hypnotist Put Spell on Boy
Alienist to Study Poisoner
Robert Nicholls; who confessed giving foster parents poison in water to hide•• his thefts.

TRAIN SEVERS BODY OF
FORMER GRIDIRON STAR

George W. McMillan,Who Played Tackle for Stanford,
Meets Tragic Death in Portland

PORTLAXI', April 7.—George W, JT<~-
Millan, one. of the best known football
players on th^ I'aciftc. coast, was run
over and almost Instantly killed by a
freight train late today in front of his
grain warehouse at Thirteenth and Irv-
ing streets. In this city.

McMillan's body was severed Just
above the 'lips. He was HS years old.

In crossing the track McMillan was
forced to pass within a few inches of
the end car. At this instant a locomo-
tive, in coupling to the cars, shoved

them along severs.] feet. .McMillan was
knocked down and ground under the
car trucks.

In 1593 and IR9I McMillan played
tackle on the Stanford football team;
in ISP.", with the Reliance club, in San
Francisco, and in 1596, with Butte.
Mont. In 183S be came to Portland, and
until 1909 played almost continuously
on the Multnomah athletic club team.

McMillan was president of the MuTt-
nomah club two terms and has been
prominent in local politics.

JULIA MARLOWE WILL PLAY
MACBETH IN GREEK THEATER

{Special Dispatch to The Call]
BERKELEY, April 7.—The month of

May will be a banner one in the Greek

theater on the campus of the University

of California. The Sarah Bernhardt
production of Racine's "Phedre" will be
staged May. S. and the Russian sym-

phony orchestra will be heard in con-
cert May 4 and R.

Now the music and dramatic com-
mittee has completed arrangements for
the staging of the classic "Macbeth"
the evening of May 19, by a company

composed of Julia Marlowe, E. 11. Soth-
ern and others.

The Savoy theater, San Francisco, -will
be closed that the performance may be
given here, according to the- arrange-
ments made by Manager Cort with
Prof. William Dallam Armes, who han-
dles the attractions in the Greek thea-
ter.

Negotiations for the staging of the
Shakespearean play have been pending
for several weeks, the deal being com-
pleted by telegraph today,

WOMAN GOT PRESENTIMENT
FOUR YEARS AGO AS SON DIED

[Specie/ Dispatch to The Call]
OAKLAND. April 7.—With the feel-

ing that her missing son was dead,

Mrs. M. Jensen of Los Angeles came
to Oakland yesterday and searched the
records of the health office, only to
find that her presentiment was true.

Secretary George Parker of the
health board, produced the certificate
of the death dated March 26, 1907. of
H. Jensen, a tinner, 27 years old, wh/>
succumbed to pneumonia.

Mrs. Jensen told Parker that the
presentiment of her son's death came
to her in March, 1907, about the time
when, by the records, he was dying.
She then began a search for him in
various cities of the coast. The rec-

ihow that her lost son was buried
in potter's Said,

Mrs. Jensen has returned to Los.An-
geles.

CAT ADOPTS 3 BABY RATS
MADE ORPHANS BY HERSELF

LOS ANGELES, April 7.—After kill-
ing a large rat, Polly, a striped cat,

given a home in a laundry in this city,

has adopted its three baby rats and is
raising them with the one kitten which
remains of the four recently born to
her. Rats and kitten are nestled to-
gether in one box with the cat. which

purrs contentedly over them and shows
no disposition to kill the rati. Scores
have seen them and they have been
photographed to substantiate the
story that seems at variance with the
nature of cats. It is believed the
mother instinct in Polly saved the lit-
tle rats.

NEGRO STOLEN FROM JAIL,
HANGED, AND SHOT RIDDLED

LAWRENCE VILLE. Ga., "April 7.—
Shortly after midnight a mob of 200
masked men stormed the jail here and
got a negro, Charles Hale, arrested

earlier in the night for assaulting Mrs.
C. C. "Williams.

The mob hanged the negro on a tree
and riddled his body, with bull.

ARMY WAITS
ORDER TO

CROSS
LINE

With Battle Imminent at Cal-
exico 500 United States

Soldiers Are Ready for

RANCHES OWNED BY
AMERICANS PILLAGED

Attacks on Private Property
Make Situation More Seri»

ous Than at Any Time ]
Since Outbreak

GENERAL BLISS IS
RUSHED TO THE FRONT

SAN
DIEGO, April 7.—Five hun-

dred American soldiers are itf
waiting at Grossmont tonight for
orders directing vhether or not

they are to proceed to Calexlco and pre-
serve neutrality during the battle be-
tween Mexican and insurgent forces,
which are now gathering in that sec-
tion of Lower California.

For the last week the provisional
brigade headquarters here have been
in touch with the situation, but not
until today was a move made. Briga-
dier General Tasker H. Bliss this
morning received information from the
officer in command of the troops at
Calexico that the situation was critical.
Bliss at the Front

This was followed by th« announce-
ment that the wires were being cot
and that the insurrectos were proceed-
ing through the country confiscating
all property they could secure and
rendering life unsafe.

Orders were at once Issued to pre-
pare 500 soldiers for a quick move-
ment, and General Bliss left Gross-
mont at noon for San Diego. He
left hurried orders at headquarters
and departed at 3 o'clock this after-
noon for Calexico to personally direct
the handling of what promises to be
the most serious .situation that has yet
developed In Lower California.
Refugees in Flight

Kppnrts received from along the bor-
der tonight indicate that the number
of refugees who have fled to' American
soil has greatly increased.

Because of the fact that private
property has been seized by the Mexi-
can rebels is considered an act of out-
lawry. In army circles tonight officers
high In the counsel of Genera] Bliss*
staff admit that the possibility of the
American troops now crossing the lino
is strong.

It Is known that General Bliss has
the name and description of practically
every person connected with the insur-
rection In Lower California, and the
opinion has been expressed that if the
order is issued the American troops
will put an end to thn trouble in Lower
California and either kill or capture
every person connected with the revo-
lution within two weeks. Orders to
proceed to Calexico are expected at
any moment hy the troops now In
readiness at Grossmont.
Ranches Are Raided

CALEXICO. April 7—The Cudahy
ranch, owned by John Cudahy of Chi*
cago and the ranch of the California*
Mexican land and cattle company of
which General H. G. Otl« of Los An-
geles is one of the principal owners
are the chief sufferers from the raids

'of the rebel band about Calexico.
Williams, however, cut the telegraph

;ind telephone wires leading Into Lower
California and it Is believed other
large ranches have h«ert looted.

The situation Is considered to be tha
most serious since the rebels began
their operations In Lower California,
and it is feared the most disastrous
results will follow unless American
troops are dispatched to protect Ameri-
can property and run down the rebel
outlaws. In conection with these pred-
atory raids and Increasing the gravity
of the situation Is the presence in the
vicinity of Mexican of more than 400
Mexican federal troops under Colonel
Mayot. These troops are advancing
slowly toward Mexican With the pur*

pose of offering battle to the rebel
bands, including Williams and his men.

News of the raid oil the Cu<J«.hy ranch
was received from Thoma* P. Daly, thn-
ranch manager, who got word to Calex-
ico by driving in an automobile 50
miles to Andre, on the American side,
and using the telegraph wire from
there.

Race for Life
CALEXICO. Cal., April 7.—With bul-

lets flying about them, managers of
the Cudahy ranch, In an automobile,
won a race with rebel cavalry to the
international boundary today.

The incident was the climax oif a

Continued on Pace 10, Column 2

Continued on Page 10, Column 3 < onilnurd on Page 10. Column 5

HONK YOUR OWN HORN
Player Pianos, Libraries and Autos,
are among the 530 prizes in The
Call's great free Booklovers* Contest

See full page announcement.

£J HE WEATHER
AY—Highest temperature^ 56 ;

•^J^hmest Thursday night, 48. : ''. }'
FORECAST FOR TODAY—Fair; mod-

; crate north wind changing to brisk vest. "


