
San Mateo
Suffers for
Transportation

SAX MATEO COUNTY and the peninsular towns have never
had fair play or an equal opportunity for development at the
hands of the Southern Pacific company. In fact, the peninsula

has suffered severely by reason of discrimina-
tion in the matter of passenger transportation
in favor of other suburban localities. Com-
mutation rates for equal distances are about
twice as high on the peninsula as they a"re

for other points on San Francisco bay.
This is the condition that the San Mateo development board

will apply its organization and its best endeavors to remedy. It
should be, possible on a mere statement of the equities of the
situation to obtain redress. The matter is up to the Southern
Pacific company in the first instance. If relief is refused in that
quarter, there are other means of recourse. The fact that commu-
tation tickets cost So a month between San Francisco and San Mateo,
while similar tickets to points on the east shore of the bay are sold
for $3, ought by itself to be convincing of the charge that discrim-
ination is practiced to the injury of the peninsular towns.

In a letter to the San Mateo development board Supreme Justice
Henshaw puts the case thus, in explanation of the slow growth of
the peninsular towns:

The reason is at hand. It is due solely to the inadequate .transpor-
tation facilities and the abominable roads, from which the county has
suffered. ' .

In these modern times distance from a city is' not counted by mjles,
but by time. If you are an hour from the city, you are in its-suburbs.

If transportation facilities are adequate, you have a condition like
that of Los Angeles, where electric roads reach out in all directions
from the city for 20, 30 or 40 miles, where the service is speedy and
frequent, with the result that tens of thousands of people live along the
lines of the roads and transact their business in Los Angeles. Such
•hould be the condition touching San Francisco and San Mateo county,
and, to my mind, one of the first endeavors of the organization should be
to aid in every way the securing of adequate transportation facilities.

The Southern Pacific, company practically controls transporta-
tion on the peninsula and as far south as San Jose. It owns out-
right the trolley lines from San Jose to Palo Alto, as well as the
steam railroads down the bay side of the peninsula. Its relations
with the electric line between San Francisco and .San Mateo are
such that there is no real competition in that territory. Thus,
enjoying what amounts to a monopoly, the Southern Pacific com-
pany thereby accepts an obligation to give adequate service at
reasonable rates. -'

The present tariff, by comparison with rates for equal distances
in the bay region, is obviously discriminatory against the peninsula,
and this discrimination is the cause of backward development in a
territory so well adapted for suburban residence. It will be the
duty of the San Mateo \u25a0development board to present the facts to
fhe Southern Pacific company. Monopoly has its duties and its
obligations as well as its rights. -

Prospects
of Peace
in Mexico

THE conclusion of an armistice in Mexico to arrange terms of
peace in that troubled republic is undoubtedly due to the good

* offices of President Taft, and it is equally certain that the most
strenuous endeavors will be used to bring the
civil war to an end.

In fact, the situation was becoming
increasingly awkward for the United States.
If a battle should be fought for the possession

of Juarez, the conflict would almost certainly" involve the destruction
of life and property in El Paso, and the casualties that attended the
fight at Aqua Prieta would be repeated on this side of the Rio Grande.
The incidental killing and wounding of American citizens in the
border towns migh^ easily precipitate intervention. . .. ; .

Of course, intervention in Mexico is the last thing that arty
.sane citizen of this country desires.GAn invasion of that republic
would cost this nation $1,000,000,000 at a moderate estimate, and
might easily involve 'much greater expenditures. It is said that
something like $1,000,000,000 M American capital is invested in
Mexico, and this fact is sometimes urged as a reason why the United
States should intervene, but as a plain business proposition it would
be cheaper to take _that money out of the national treasury and buy
off the American investors than to go ; to war to preserve their
rights'that arc supposed to be threatened. As. a simple business
proposition invasion would not pay, without' weighing in the scale
the tremendous loss of life that must follow. "y :

Senator Cullom of Illinois, who is chairman of the' committee
On reign relations, issued a statement the other day in .which he
described the situation as he saw it, after consultation with,the
president, thus: '; \u25a0\u25a0 '

There have been times -when it.seemed to .me-it was absolutely
necessary-to order, the army to move, but the president has "avoided itand has" decided he will not take such action until conditions imperatively
require it. Then he will first submit the matter to congress'for deter-
mination. lam inclined to the belief that >*c will be able to get along
without intervention. At the same time, the interests of the American
people arc suffering, and it looks to me as.if it willbe almost impossible
to avoid interference; I am hopiiig:that conditions willimprove and such
concessions may be made by thc;Diaz government as to finally end the
insurrection. .' \u25a0 * \u25a0'• -y "!*"\u25a0"**-/.-..,-'.

With regard to terms of peace there is much doubt. Diaz will
insist that he be permitted to "save his face." He will not resign
under fire. But he may agree to change his advisers and dismiss
from his entourage the so called aentmcos," who have grown fat
by the grant of special privileges. To tlie_c concessions may be
added provision, for free elections, although it is not quite certain
that the great mass of Mexican citizenship would know how to use
the rights of popular government. But on the whole it may be
Sjiid that there is a fair prospect.of peace in .Mexico.

Doesn’t It Always Happen That,

Uncle Sam Will
Compete With
John Bull

ALREADY the United States government as such is engaged
in competition for transportation with the overland railroads
by reason of its ownership of the road across the isthmus of

Panama. In the course of the next five years
it willbe engaged in similar competition with
the British government, which owns the Suez
canal.

be engaged in similar competition
c British government, which owns the Suez
nal. The Panama waterway will necessarily
me in competition with the canal connecting

the Mediterranean with, the Red sea. v
This fact has already been taken into consideration, and it is

announced that rates for passage of the Panama canal will be fixed
at about half those charged by the British government.

The Suez canal is nominally owned by a private corporation,
but the British government holds a majority of the stock. Having
a monopoly, the enterprise has proved enormously profitable, and
the Suez company willbe able to meet the cut and still pay dividends.
W. W. Jermane explains the situation thus:

The idea of competition between canals on opposite sides of the
Atlantic ocean may seem rather far fetched, but the canal authorities of
the United States government explain it in a rational way. They say the
north Atlantic is the harbor of the world's wholesale and manufacturing
trade. The principal business of the world centers.'around the shores of -that sea. The principal trade of the world runs into and out of the north*.
Atlantic. That is where all the rest of the world comes for its goods,
and it is the.clearing house through which it does its business and finances
its operations. . . .. -- ".. - . . - 'Heretofore there has been but one chief gateway out of this center
of trade, that to the eastward through the Suez canal. But now there is
to be a gateway to the westward, as well, through the Panama canal.
Hence the competition between the two gates must follow on all trade
between north Atlantic ports' and the other side of the world. The
question of which will get the greater share of it is one solely of dollars

: and 'cents. '...<..''

It is proposed to ask congress to give the president discretionary
powers to fix the canal rates at some figure between 50 cents and
$1.50 per ton. The Suez canal now charges $1.70 per net registered
ton.. It will good business policy to leave the adjustment of rates
in the discretion of«the president within well settled limits. 'What-
ever the rate, it willbe met at Suez, but the Panama canal willhave
great advantages in the way of facilities. \_ For one thing, it willbe
45 feet deep, as compared with 31 feet for the Suez waterway. It is
further "proposed to supplement the Panama enterprise by a coaling
station, the "most modern loading machinery and a drydock of the
largest size. These facilities are quite important, because Panama
is destined to become a great commercial center and clearing house
where freight willbe segregated, classified and distributed according
to its final destination. : "r

; Increasing Waste
jof Money on

! Armaments

SIMULTANEOUSLY with the vogue, of proposals for treaties of
international arbitration, the building of greater and greater
battleships proceeds with accelerated force. The United .States

navy willshortly call for plans of construction
for the two largest warships afloat. These
monsters will displace 28,000 tons apiece and
will carry armor 16 inches thick with an arma-
ment of .10 14-inch guns. The two battleships

now building willbe of 27,000 tons displacement* and will.each carry
10 14-inch guns. Any one of these "ships could defeat a competent
fleet of the character that obtained 10 years ago before the nations
began building dreadnoughts.

England and Germany are competitors in the same race, and
as these big ships cost at least $10,000,000 apiece, the situation is
alarming for the people, on whom falls the responsibility for raising
the money and dividing the load among the,tax payers.

'It is a strange and paradoxical fact that the ,nations standing
highest in "the .scale of civilization are the most extravagant- spenders
in"this field. Our army and navy cost us about $230,000,000 a year.
Great Britain spends $312,000,000; for the same purposes. France
$222,000,000 and Germany $216,000,000. Every penny of these vast
sums is waste-and unproductive as well as unnecessary if the
civilizations concerned were genuine. It is no more necessary for
nations to go to. war. than for "individuals to fight a duel.

Impassioned
Defense of
Schedule X

T*X/ I^-*--^' L. WOOD, president of the National Association
\/\/ (''1""Wool Growers, makes an impassioned defense of schedule
* " K. quite-undaunted by the fact that President Taft has

pronounced the judgment that this particular
section of the tariff is "indefensible." Quoting
Mr/Wood: *"" .

• Schedule K. much maligned, much misunder-_______________ _ stood, if properly understood, would be the most
—7-

_____——_-- appreciated*.of. any* schedule, in the. tariff;*and
if all schedules. in the tariffwere as scientifically,based and as well poised
and balanced as schedule X, it would be the most remarkable document,
next to the constitution of the United States, that the human mind has
ever produced^ \u25a0

Tis a noble and eloquent appeal i'faith, and shows what fine
language may spring from the inspiration of a breeches pocket.

It is quite true that schedule ;K is a remarkable document, as
the most skillful example' of. a thimble rigging game ever worked
oft" on an unoffending people./ It is so skillful that its proponents
have been able to persuade wool growers" that they 'were getting
protection under it all the time that they saw their dwindling
away. It is so skillful that it-has compelled three-fourths of.'the
population of America to wear shoddy or cotton filled clothes, because
schedule K-puts, woolen goods*out of reach. -Yes, it is a remarkable
document. . * ._.-•

::-*-.'.'-•*.\u25a0-;;•',... . '\u25a0"\u25a0.:.' *..:,.*.-.. .\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0. \u25a0.'\u25a0;,-"'*.'\u25a0 -\u25a0 •-_'*-,

CLYDE COLBY
DEPARTS EAST

General Agent of Erie Lines
WillAttend Traffic

Conference

/-"M-YDE COLBY, general agent of the |
I' Erie, leaves this afternoon

the
!Erie, leaves this afternoon for

Pittsburg, where he will attend a
conference of all of the trafficrepresent-
atives of that company. Colby visited
every local railroad office in the city
during the afternoon and treated every
one to a farewellhandshake. *

A ban has been placed upon obscure
wording In freight schedules by the In-
terstate : commerce commission, -which
declares that the classification •of an
article of commerce should be stated in
terms which the shipping public may

readily./understand. The commission
states that tariffs are to be construed
according to their language and the In-
tention of the framers does not control.

A. d'Heur has been elected vice presi-
dent and general manager of the Kern
trading and oil company, a subsidiary
of the Southern Pacific, succeeding E. T.
Dumble. . Dumble will remain as con-
sulting geologist. D'Heur has been
manager of the Associated pipe line
company for some time.

B. H. Trumbull, general agent of the |
Illinois Central, with headquarters at
Portland, is In the city on a business!
trip."'

*• a .
A novel method of pushing agricul-

tural development of the territory trib-
utary to its lines has been devised by
the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul
railway. In the belief that the new
lands opened by completion of the Chi-
cago, Milwaukee and Puget Sound, the
Pacific coast extension of the St. Paul
system, produce the best crops In the
United States, A. J. Earling, president
of the railroad, has offered a'sl,ooo sil-
ver cup as a trophy prize for the best
oats grown in the United States.

This cup is to be offered in connection
with the American land and Irrigation
exposition, to be held in NewTork next
November, at which will be shown farm
and orchard products from all sections
of the United States. \ This will be, It Is
said, one of ; the largest grain shows
ever given in this country^ and the St.
Paul and Puget Sound lines, which will
exhibit, .will make a special feature of
the grain contest. **

E.E. Calvin, vice-president and gen-
eral manager of t the Southern JPacific,
returned Sunday.morning.from a short
trip jto Los Angeles, .where h* went jin
company with W. 11. Bancroft of the
Oregon-Short Ivlne.. T V

E. .P. .Walter, .traveling passenger
agent.of " the Manltou and Pikes Peak
railway, with office at Colorado Springs,
is in the city for. a few, days. His first
sight seeing jaunt will be to the sum-
mit of Mount Tamalpais this morning.'

Abe Martin

Speakin' o". Monday afternoon audi-
ences TilfordrMoots': nephew says * you
ought to spend a winter In Alaska. Xo-
•buddy ever :• owned *a tourln' ear : that
mixed; a . checker -board .up ".'*_with':< bis
business. ._

Uncle Walt THEPOET
PHILOSOPHER

AS TO

SPRING

Spring! * It is a precious boongood old April,
May and June. * Then the nights are cool and calm,

———-— so* that,.slumber is a balm,, and
the days are mild and sweet, so
that labor is a treat. And the
flies have not come yet, and the
skeeters _do not hum, and the
frogs don't yet aspire to excel the

village choir, and we walk with springy tread,
thankful that we are 'not dead. O the spring's a

boon, in truth! . It restores vanished youth;
even gray and palsied men.feel like three-year-olds
again and (unless,they're watched)-they, hope with
some widows to elope, and the widows, bless their - j
souls, charm us with their caracoles, for we are all growing young
when the good old spring is sprung. You are worse than dead, my]
friend, if, when winters at,an end, and the joyous spring is come,
you are feeling dour and glum. Any man whose blood is red, any
sport who isn't dead, feels inclined to whoop and waltz, feels like
turning somersaults, feels like punching someone's ear, when the
gladsome spring is here!.'-.*' a*m*~.. mo. -* ffls -4W —\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'-\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0 Vmnta _itth«w _d»m» { a V //[aAtStl

WALTMASON

The Morning Chit-Chat
A* FEW days ago a young girl'came to me to tell meA that in the course of a*

girl came
walk throughthat in the course of a flve minutes* walk through

a park in this city she had been insultingly accosted
by seven men. *

She said she thought such conditions were disgrace-
ful and that I ought to write something about it.

Since then I• have talked the matter over with five
of my women friends and acquaintances who know this
park. .-'• , ... , *'• ~"' .*.-\u25a0"- x*'

None of them has ever been accosted more than once
or twice In all her experience with the place.

Three of them cross it daily on their way to work,
returning, after nightfall in the winter,: and the others
have occasion to pass that way very frequently.

One girl all last winter was obliged to pass through* _
the park three nights a week at 10 o'clock when returning from some evening /
work. ' . ',-\u25a0-' .'-.'*'. .- .* • • -. ... ,. Incidentally, two of these girls are very :pretty and the others" at* leas/very attractive looking. I

" How do I account for this discrepancy in stories? 'Do I think the first girl was lying?
. Not at all. , i

My explanation is just this: Except. when a man is drunk and not ac- 'countable, in -nine cases out of ten when a man speaks to a girl he select}
the girl advisedly. j: - He isn't apt to speak to the quietly-dressed girl who is going straight
ahead about her business, head.up, looking neither to the right nor left, aridneither expecting or thinking of possible insults.- • He is apt to speak to thel flashily dressed girl with the sauntering, gait
and sidelong glance, the girl who rather expects someone will speak to
her, and who, howsoever she may rave and protest * about being; insulted,deep down in her heart really considers these attentions as a tribute to he-overpowering attractiveness. . ' f

.There are of course a few incorrigible "mashers" who will speak to any
girl at a*qy time. We have all had our experiences with* these. But aa a
.rule a man does not attempt to pick a girl up until he has sized her up tobe that kind. ; - - • ;
I Depend upon it, the girl who is always coming home with some terribletale of a man who followed her on the street or a brute who ogled her out ofcountenance on the train "isn't the persecuted little Purtfan she represents
herself to be.

Maybe condition-, in 'th _t park do need purifying, but unless I have some ..rather^ different evidence of that fact, some .other Den than mine will have *to lead the crusade.

RUTH CAMERON

Reform Needed
* First' Railroad - Official—What was

there to the last accident? *
; Second Ditto Thirty passengers
killed and our station agent had his
hands injured. .*" \u25a0 \u25a0 -'

F. R. O.—There! That substantiates
my claim , that we ought to ; have an
extra man at every station. You -see,
after the fellow was hurt, there was no
one to wire the newspapers denying the
story of the wreck.—Puck.

Familiar
But when, in token of his great love,

he would have smothered her with
kisses, she drew back.
; "Sir," quoth she coldly, "no famil-
iarities:'' *"», Yet even In; that trying moment his
presence ;of mind did s not desert \ him.
"Ifthey are Indeed familiarities to you.
certainly not!" he; retorted, and bowed
Ironically, -after which, assuming an
easy air, he betook himself off.—Puck.

A Bad Egg
"He always was a -bad -e gg, but no-

body seemed to notice it while he was
rich." , ".- ..'•'-: .''.'."\u25a0. ' *

"Yes. he was all right until lie was
broke.'.'—Sacred Heart Review. .

Old Joke, New Twist
Mrs. —Henry, when I hung up

my- harem' skirt ' last *night there *was
exactly $2.89 in: the right hand pocket,
and now I can find only $1.85. What do
you know about that?— Puck.

St. Peter's Architect
The Italian government has taken in

hand the restoration of Raphael's,tomb
in the Pantheon. It had been ' much
neglected during centuries/ and then
altered by way of restoration. The
monument is really an altar tomb, and
when it is. again open to the public it
will be seen in all Its pristine beauty.
The remains of ,the artist are contained
in a sarcophagus '. found at Ostia, and
given for the purpose by Pope Gregory
XVI. The work will soon be.out of the
restorers' hands, and then the admirers
of the architect of St. Peter's will'- be
enabled to place upon It the Jmyrtle of
Urbino and the laurel of the Palata-—
eternal symbols of love and glory.

Starch as Cleanser
' To cleanse a soiled plaster cast it
should be coated with a thick starch
paste, prepared by pouring starch,
mixed in cold water, Into boiling water.
When the paste is dry it Is readily de-
tached from the plaster, and brings the
dirt off with "it. *

Frog Barometer
A curious barometer used In Germany

and Switzerland consists of a pan of
water -with a frog and a little step-
ladder in it. When the frog comes'out
of the water and sits on the steps it l**">
said Infalliblyto indicate rain. .-•*

PERSONS IN THE NEWS
ARTHUR S. BOXERS, chairman of the board of

education of Xew York, it. staying ;at th*
Palace. He Is chairman of the studies com*
mlttee of the board which .1* contemplating
tbe reform ;of the curriculum. - Inasmuch ;' a»
be was out west on private _business. Somen

, decided to take advantage of his visit and
study educational conditions here. He has vis-
ited the majority of the large cities on the

_*\u25a0 coast.' •' -" *" "\u25a0

W. W. GOLIN, a ;real estate man of Prince
Rupert, is staying st the Stanford.

D. HA STEINMETZ, a lumberman of Sonora, i*
at the Palace with Mrs. Steinmerz. *'.' ** *

C. A." BYRNS. an agriculturist of Woodland, and
Mrs. Byrns are at the Turpln. _____________B__l

W. K. JOKES of Denver and Mr*. Jones are
registered at the Arlington. \u0084'

F. W. MILLER, a \u25a0 wholesale grocer of Chi--, Is
registered at th» Argonaut.

F. KeKURTY, an 'oil operator of St. Louis, is- stopping at the Bellevce. .*.

E. E. . ODELL, a hanker of ; Rudsberg, and Mrs.
Odell are at the Turpln.

DR. A. H. GRANT, a dentist of Mary«v!l>, Is
; staying at the Argonaut.

T.*L. RANDALL,•a businessman of Rochester,'
"Is staring at tile Manx.

E. R. HURST, a merchant of Toronto, la at the
j*-Manx with Mrs,. Hurst. *

W. S. FOX JR. of.Houston, Tex.,*and Mrs. Fox
are at. the Bellevue. -

CAPTAIN W. P. PLATT, U. S. A.; is registered
-at the Stewart. * ' \u25a0' -
T. C. PERRY, an oil operator of Pathfleld, la at

the Stanford. *..• • •
D. B. GEORGE of Patterson is registered at the
*. Yon Dora, , * .

,-.'\u25a0• ...-,•'\u25a0\u25a0',

H. SNODGRASS of Chicago "Is staying at they Cadillac. "_- ."'" ".-**
\u25a0 . \u25a0:j-',-'- '. a\u25a0' .'\u25a0 - •-:'.*.".

K. B. ORE__TWAKK of Indiana is at Ihe Ar-lington. 'm .... - ... ._

J. E. GORMAN, first Tie* president of the R. Vi
Island i lines, * beads * party at' rallroadm-ftstaving at the Palace. In th# -nop are
George T. Nicholson, rice president. In charge

|of traffic of the | Atchison. Topekt and Santa
Fe; W. G. Barnwell, general freight '"agent ofthe Santa Fe. with*hetdtpiartera at Lo* An-., geles. and F. V. Houghton, freight trafficmanager of the • Santa Fe, with headquarters
•t Chicago.

G. B. DTTRELL of Cleveland, a manufacturer of
agricultural implemants. is at the Palace. He
has been studying the eucalyptus with a view-
to using it for various utilitarian purposes.

HARRY A. GLASSCOCK and wife of Independ-
ence, Cal.. are at the l.nlon Square. Glass-, cock is editor and proprietor of the Inyo Inde\u25a0pendent. * -.yr-;- **''*' * \u25a0 .\u25a0•• \u25a0

JACK SALISBURY, a mining man with proper
ties in Nevada and oil interests in this state.
Is among the recent arrivals at the St.

\u0084 Francs. -*

SILAB SIMON, a, wealthy sheepman and landholder of Hanford, is spending a few days at. the St. .Francis. .:-''.V":- • \u25a0-\u25a0

F. H. GRIFFITH, a mining man of New York,
with interests in California, is staying at the
St. Francis.

JOSEPH D. BIDDLE, a real estate operator of
-Hanford, is among the recent arrivals at the
Stewart." '\u25a0_":

J." K. SEAGER, a lumberman of, Michigan, 1

la at
the Fairmont -frith Mrs. Seager and R. R.
Go-Mall. .

DE; L. H. FOOTE and wife of Saratoga Springs,
•*>•*.";St., registered at the Union Square yester-
'• day.

GEORGE W. KIRKPATRICK, « wag™ manu-
facturer of Colusa, la staying at the Argonaut.

E. H. .MILLER,"an : attorney .of ": Visnlis, is
;"" among the recent arrivals at the Palace" ' _

. , • '• * •** •'* "'" *\
H. H. CHITTENDEN, , real estate man of

Sacramento, is registered at the"Turpln.:

J. 3. ROC-UNWELL of Denver Is "at ' tht Cadlilac. : .
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