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for summer reading place the “Haunted
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ris Dicksod. Published by Bobbs-Mer-
rill company, Indianapolis. Price $1.25.
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of the narrative, but incidentally there
are interesting glimpses of hardships
among the negroes when the cotton
crop falls, to the work of labor agents,
the wiles of organizers and *‘ticers” of
the work of the grapevine telegraph.
The writing is pleasant throughout,
guch expressions as “the cordial Christ-
mas weather” being an apt example.
One of the best things about Mr.
Dickson's work {2 the way In which he
has succeeded In‘imparting the perfec-
tion of dialect flavor without making
his story hard reading. He has ac-
complished this, apparently, by avoid-
ing the literal method of phonographic
reproduction, which is certain to annoy
the average reader, who likes his path
made easy, and instead makes Zack
talk for the most part ordinarily un-
grammatical English, with here and
there a bold insertion of a word pecu-

liarly echaracteristic and unctuous.
Thus, Zack never says Baturday, but
“Sad'dy,”’ whi to any one famlliar

with the niceties of darkey talk is ex-

actly and precisely right. Now and
then especially good negroisms are
found, as when Colonel Spottiswoode,
in dressing gown and slippers, is de-

scribed as sitting “amongst a scattera-
tion of newspapers and magazines.”
An altogether original story.

“To Love

f “Aunt
of Kentucky, efe Published by Little,
Joston. Price $1.
alvert Hall, the gifted author
1e of Kentucky,” has given

Jane

new book, “To Love and to

a new idyl of Kentucky,

drawing an inspired ture of a man
5 zling between love and ambition
tween duty and inclination. Those
have known and loved Aunt Jane

8¢ judge's gentle wife,
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late the disclosure

which governed

prings

s decislon
e and to Cherish” is a story
nd hon life, It deals
1 gen e big hearted
1en and women that the

and to Cherish”

author has so falthfully portrayed in
“Aunt Jane of Kentucky'—and espe-
clally in the second “Aunt Jane" vol-
ume, “The Land of Long Ago.” It is a
story of love and sacrifice. A lawyer
rising from obscure surroundings and
about to recelve the nomination for
the highest office in the state is the
hero, and his wife, a-plain mountain
woman, who did not think she had the
educatlon that a governor's wife shoujd
have, is the heroine of the story. The
problem created by this situation fur-
nishes the author with a motive for
some of the best work she hag vet
done. The story is sure to provoia
much discussion and it may do scme
good. The authog's solution of the
problem is satisfactory, but réaders

know It could have been solved other-
wise,

Educational Books From the American Book Co,
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book of
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California,” by John Swett In this
boc we find an interesting account
»St the origin ang dev pment of pub-
e California, with the

a r iniscences of half
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scl girls' high school,
and superintendent of schools In San
F're ), and as state superintendent
I liec instru on in California; the

1t been in the van-
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al dictation, the

fr ng of the school laws and the
va 1s T the growth of the
g tem during Iits first half century,
and the professional spirit of the
te er as exhibited in the present effi-
ciency of the California schools, are
set th in a v eadable manner.
($1 )
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1 booklet is the latest addition
the Gateway series of English tex
prepared under the general editorsh
of Henry van Dyke to meet the college
entrance requirements in English read-
ing These two selectlons are sup-
plied with annotations explaining
clearly all historical and literary allu-
Flﬂn-‘,‘ and the introductions give the
lives of. Washington and of Webster,
and,make clear the circumstances con-
nec¢hd with their addrgsses, Biblio-
graphies are included for use in further
reading. (230 cents,)

Reuben Post Halleck’s “History of
American Literature” is a worthy com-
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panion to the “English Literature.” It
describes the greatest achlevements in
American literature from eolonial times
to the present, drawing attention to
literary movementas, the ~auses of which
are Investigated. The relation of each
period of American literature to the
corresponding epoch of English liter-
ature has been carefully brought out.
After each chapter a summary helps
to fix the per in mind. This 1s
followed by extensive historical and
literary references for further study,
end so complete is the 1ist of suggested
readings that it will be found a stimu-
lating guide for serious literary study.
Thé book 1s profusely and attractively
fllustrated, ($1.25.)

A new book by Samuel Garner,
Ph. D, formerly professor of modern
languages, Uniteq States naval acad-
emy, is entitled “Essentials of Spanish
Grammar.” In this book only such fea-
tures of the grammatical mechanism
are treated as are essential for the
reading of ordinary Spanish. All the
exercises are new and are incorpor-
ated in the text. No ready made ocon-
versation exercises are glven, as the
sentences have been chosen in great
part with a view to their adaptation
to ora] practice. A complete vocabu-
lary makes the book of value. ($1.00.)

- . .

fod

A fine “Historical Reader for Bchools”
has been compiled and edited by Hor-
ace L. Brittain and James Q. Harris.
Many of the, extracts are admirably
suited for declamation, while the book,
as a whole, will be particularly useful
for supplementary reading in history.
The selections are presented In chro-
nological order and introduced by bio-
graphical notes. Footnotes explain all
historical and literary allusions, Sev-
enty-one different speakers and writers
are represented in this volume, which
offers within the comprehension and
interest of school children, the best
utterances of the leadlng American or-
ators from Washington to Roosevelt.
(75 cents.)

These books are all well bound and
paper and print i{s of the best. The
illustrations will be found interesting
and for the most part well done.
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“To Love and to Cherish,” by Eliza Calvert Hall. “Half Hours With the Summer Stars,” by Mary
g Proctor.
“The S ign Power,” by Mark Luther.
T e T 00 Relisbls.” by Hasis Dicksea.
“The Princess of New York,” by Cosmo Hamilton. *“The Haunted Pajamas,” by Francis Perry Elliott.
& £e]

“Half Hours With the Summer Stars”

By Mary Proctor. Published by A. C. Me-

Clurg & Co., Chicago. . I'riee 75 cents,

Many authors have attempted to
make some of the wonders of astron-
omy Into a book for popular consump-
tion, but they are usually so interested
themselves in the scientific side of the
subject that they fall to ,make their
information eitheg clear or attractive
to the average reader.

Miss Mary Proctor has named her
book “Half Hours With the Summer
Stars.” It consists largely of articles
she wrote for the New York Times dur-
ing the time when all the world was

seéarching the heavens for a glimpse of
that disappointing visitor, Halley's
comet. The author has all the scien-
tific qualifications needed for her work,
beinga member of English, Americanand
Mexican astronomical societies of note,
and having made many observations.
She now proves herself as entertain-
ing a8 she Is sclentific, for her book
is as readable as a novel. She takes
a few of the best known constellations
and gives a famillar little talk about
them; but best of all, she explains how
we can find them at any hour of the
night and what an assistance a palr

of opera glasses is to the amateur ob-
server. Also, there is a bit of history
as to how the various stars recelved
their names and how they were looked
upon by our superstitious anocestors.

Much valuable information will have
been gained when the little book is
closed, and all the latest discoveries
are mentioned In a way that will im-
press the reader, and he will learn all
sorts of things unawares. The book
should be In every country house
library, and many readers will be stim-
ulated to a deeper study of this fascl-
nating subject by the perusal of this in-
teresting book,

GOSSIP OF BOOKS AND THEIR WRITERS

It was 20 years ago that E. Phillips
Oppenhéim came to America to marry
Miss Elsie Hopkins of Boston. During
the intervening score of years this
English author has grown steadily in
popularity until he is now one of the
favorite novelists of the day. So great
was the desire of the booksellers
throughout the country to see Oppen-
heim on the occasion of his visit this
year that he was Invited to be their
guest at the annual banquet of the
American booksellers’ association at
Hotel Astor, New York, last month.

With a score or more novels to his
credit, including “A Maker of History,”
“Mysterious Mr. Sabin,” “A Prince of
Sinners,” “The Malefactor,” “The Illus-
trious Prince,” Oppenheim finds the
public as eager for his next book as
heretofore, and with the author in the
limelight of American publicity there
is every reason to belleve that hias
newest story, ‘“The Moving Finger,”
will soon be numbered as usual among
the best sellers. Oppenheim is now 44
years of age, and having severed all
business conections, he llves quietly at
his English home in Norfolk county,
near the North sea, when he is not
traveling. Oppenheim {s accompanied
by his wife and daughter. They will
return to England in about two months’
time, _

. . .

Among the many curlous adventures
which Lieutenant General the Rt. Hon.
8ir W. F. Butler, G. C. B, records in
his autobiography, “S8ir Willlam Butler:
An Autoblography.” is that horrible one
of almost being burled at sea allve. It
was after the Ashantl expedition on the
gold coast of Africa, when all the offi-
cers practically came down with fever,
General Butler had it worse than most
and had reached the climax on board
the transport on the way back to Eng-
land.

“I dimly remember peopls gathered
about my cot,” he says, “and one good
comrade asking in my ear/for my last
wishes. 1 remember, too, suddenly de-
claring that I died a Catholic. Then
there {8 a blank, but not aitogether, for
I can recollect that after the usual final
settlings of face and limbs had been
made—the eyes closed and ti#h sheet
drawn over the lald out figure-—there
was a curious, Indistinct idea in my
brain that it was not as people sup-
posed; that I was stlll conscious, and
even that I was being carried by in-
visible hands or being floated on toward
a great cloud vell, the passing through
which It seemed was to be the final
passage out of life. There was no
gensation of bodily pain. How long I
lay in this condition I don’t know, but
I rememmber men coming again about
the cot, lifting the sheet and touching
me and talking to each other., Then I
thought, ‘These men are about to pre-
pare my body for the sea,’ and as In
these hot latitudes the time between
death and burial in the ocean was a
very short one, I felt the extrema hor-
ror of the situation and longed to be
able to make some sign or movement

A

by which they might know that I was
not really dead. Next I heard one of the
men who was moving my limbs sud-
denly say to his comrade, ‘I don't think
he's dead. It was ‘Bill or ‘Tom,’ of
‘Jack,” but I have forgotten which name
it was. The other man replied,
‘Dead? you something or other, why,
I saw him die at 8 o'clock this morn-
ing.’ Then there was some more arm
lifting or moving, and the men who had
first spoken went on, ‘Well, I don't
think he's dead; anyway I'll go for the
doctor,’ Then more people came about
the swinging cot; somathing was done
and I awoke or became actively con-
scious again.” ;

This book records the career of a
man distinguished almost equally as
soldler and writer, and also prominent
in politics—a career that gave him
service in Canada, India, Africa, South
Africa and Egypt, and has brought him
into contact with many of the great
captains, civil and military, of his time
—the greater part of Queen Victoria's
reign and the whole of Edward VII's.

. - .

Charles Scribner's Sons
last month two novels, “The Price,”
by Francis Lynde, and “Esther Da-
mon,” by Mrs. Fremont Older, and sev-
eral rerfous publications of more than
ordinary importance. The new edition
of the letters of Robert Louis Steven-
son, which contains 150 letters, to an
Intimate circle of friends, which have
never before been printed; “The Revo-
lutionary War and the Military Policy
of the United States,” by General
Francis Vinton Greene, which marks
an attempt to show the development
from revolutionary times of a definite
and efficient theory of military organi-
gation; and “Sir William Butler—An
Autoblography,” in which the late lieu-
tenant general of the English army,
who was also a distinguished author
and politiclan, tells of his own varied
life which brought him into contact
with so many events and so many men
of unusual character.

. . . -

When “The High Hand,” Jacques Fu-
trelle's new story, was being prepared
for the press, the publishers were
skeptical about the chapter in which
Jim Warren breaks the crystal of a
watch with a trip hammer, without
otherwise Injuring it, or even stopping
the hands. According to the editorial
theory, it was impossible to regulate
the blow when once the trip hammer
is tripped. Nothing could stop it from
striking with full force. So the pub-
lisher wrote Mr. Futrelle to know if
it should not be a steam hammer, in-
stead. Back came the charaeteristic
reply:

“My Dear Editor—Turn over; you're
on your back. I put Warren in a plow
factory because I know what a plow
factory is, having spent some four
years of my life in one. Don't let any-
body josh you. Sincersly,

“FUTRELLE.”

. . .

Miss Susan Glaspell, whose new
novel, “The Visioning,” 18 repeating

i

published

tle's “The Lady

the success of her first book, “The
Glory of the Conquered,” is one of the
nhumerous and suocessful middle west-
ern writers, She was born in Jowa and
graduated from Drake university, Des
Molnes. After two years of newspaper
work, during which she “covered”
state capital news for a Des Moines
paper, she took some graduate work at
the University of Chicago, and began
her literary career with a number of
short stories.

“The Glory of the Conquered” made
so thorough @& success that she was
enabled to go to Paris to live, joining
the American colony. When she re-
turned to America, she took up a claim
in Idaho, and iIn a wild ecountry 40
miles from a railrcad had something of
a contrast to the life of the Latin quar-
ter.

Miss uiaspell Is now at her home ip
Daverport, Ia., planning a summer
trip to Colorado, where she will llve
outdoors, for the most part, working
on her next novel. Next fall she will
go to New York for some months.

Despite her travels, Miss Glaspell is
one of the steadiest of workers. She
spent much over a ‘year of the most
careful daily work on “The Visioning,”
and i{s planning to take absolutely all
the time that seems necessary for her
next novel.

. . L

The recent serious accident to Ernst
Helnrich Haeckel, the famous writer
and professor of zoology at Jena, has
emphasized the fact that Professor
Haeckel is universally regarded as one
of the foremost thinkers of his time.
He is now 77 years old, and the frac-
turing of his hip bone, which happened
through the breaking of a stool on
which he was standing to reach down a
book from a high shelf, is no trifling
matter, Professor Haeckel, besides be-
ing prodigiously thorough, has shown
a marked faculty for making himself
understood by the man in the street,
and his “The Riddle of the Universe”
and “The Wonders of Life” have been
widely read through their English
translations in this country.

. L d -

Senator Carter of Montana, chairman
of the American section of the interna-
tional joint commission, gives stron
indorsement to George Bird Grinnell's
accounts of the achievements of our
early explorers, “Trails of the Path-
finders.” Says he:

“The selection of the most appropri-
ate material for a single volume out of
the great mass necessitated much re-
search and required the discriminating
judgment which Mr. Grinnell displayed
in the selectlon of characters and ma-
terfal for the book. I can not see how
any one could condense within 450
pages a more accurate, comprehensive
and realistic picture of the early ex-
plorations of the country beyond the
Mississippi.”

. . .

The fortieth edition of Frances Lit-
af tha Decoration” is
selling.

B proved style.
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“The Princess of New York”
By Cosmo Hamilton. 1
New York., Price

shed by Brentarno's,

Cosmo Hamilton is one of the popu-
lar English writers of the day, but
few of his books have appeared in
America. His newest entitled
“The Princess New York” and is
not half bad. There are no pages one
wants to skip and it is
drive sleep away. The princess of New
York of course, an American girl
(as she looks toa fshman), but for
this tale she is tr d to Eng-

d and passes a m in as exciting

‘fashion as any one could wish. A
chapter of accidents deprive her tem-
porarily of the protec t ‘her
mother and then of
and the same circun
in the care of s
title. These
gers, th i
having m their acqus
ing from America,
ple are the

one fis

of

warranted to

is,

me

of a
fam!’y, but all the bad tralts for gen-

last end old
srations have come out in them. They
make their living by their wits—cheat-
ing at cards—plucking rich young men
from college—using thelir son for a de-
coy—and every possible shady transao-
tion,

Mamle Stanton is the daughter of the
American steel king and of course le-
gitimate prey for this family, They
plan to marry her to their son, and he
proves a willing tool. The unpleasant

part of this is that he really falls in
love with Mamie, who is sweet and
easlily deceived.

Ancther young man on the steamer
erossing from New York also meets
Mamle, and aléo falls in love, and this

compilcates matters.
very much, but is in
in sisterly fashion, w
lad does not want.

Mamie llkes him
1ed to treat him
ich the adoring

The most astonishing and exciting
deries of adventures follow, started by
the famlily of ocrooks, unconsciously

alded and abetted by Mamie and finally
helped out by the brotherly lover. The
experiences are frankly melodramatic
and some of them nearly impossible,
but they make interesting reading, and
the love element is sweet and pretty.
The book throughout is well written
and is a real addition to the list for
summer reading.

“

“The Sovereign Power”

By Mark Lee Luther. Published by the Mag-

millan company, New York., Price $1.9)

The best romance with flying mas-
chines as a sort os submotif {s writtda
by Mark Lee Luther. It is a very
modern mixture, weé should have sail
a few years ago, of Jules Verne an¥
Anthony Hope, for a strong Zenda
flavor pervades the story, though the
author has not hesitated to use resl
places for his stage setting.

.An American girl, rich, beautiful ¢t
course, 18 the heroine. BShe is Ann Mil-
burn, and when the ‘ale opens she In
touring the continent with her wuncly
and aunt. She meets Prince Rodoslat’,
who is causing mucs axcitement and
is under secret supervision, for he Iy
the pretender to thes Herzegoviniajh
throne. Austria 18 playing for high
stakes in the Balkany, but Russia anil
Italy think Bosnia and Herzogovin
should satisfy her, so they watch each
move made by the prince, who is the
tool of Austria. The powers who are
so worked up about the prince and hin
affairs hope that he may fall in love
with some one, and so smash all ths
plans, and when Ann comeés upon tho
scene it looks very much as if thefr

hopés would materialize. The prince,
however, knows all about the hope, so
he lays the case before Ann, and she
Agrees to a pretended betrothal, while
the prince cheerfully pursues his
scheming way.

This is the outline of the plot. The
meeting place is Rheims, the great in-
ternational aviation fleld. The prince
has a flying machine, so has a young
American inventor, who, to complicate
matters, has been in love with Ann for
a long time, and his sult is favored
by her famlly.

The whole story is ingeniously con-
trived. The political plot is not so real
or so complicated that it spoils the ro-
mance; the aviation motif i{s not
prominent that one loses interest in
the love story, and altogether it is
weéll balanced and thoroughly well
told.

The author 18 still a young man; he
was born at Knowlesville, N. Y, In
1872. He has, however, devoted himself
to literary work since 1897, and is at
present editor of the Smart Set maga-
gine. His style is good, and eac i
of work from his pen shows m
improvement.
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Brief Reviews of New Books

Thomas Nelson & Sons, New York,
have decided to {issue the revision
pages of thelr famous loose leaf en-
cyclopedia half yearly, that is, In
March &nd October of each year, instead
of once a year. The new revision
pages this year bring the encyclopedia
up to date on the Andes Tunnel and
Rallway, Boy Scouts, Conservation of
Natural Resources, Flying Machines,
Fireproof Construction and Protection,
Industrial Education, Cost of Living,
New York State Barge Canal, Panama
Canal to 1911, the Mexican Revolution
to the Middle of March, 19811, etc.
These pages are full and complete in
every detail and show plainly the char-
acter of the books. It is without
doubt the most complete and up to date
encyclopedia on the market. (381
Fourth avenue, New York.)

. . .

“A Study of Southern Poetry,” by
Henry Jerome Stockard, is essentlally
a text book, planned for use in the
schoolroom and the study. Himself a
teacher of llterature and & poet, Pro-
fessor Stockard has brought to his
work the two essentials—Knowledge
of the actual needs of the teacher and
sympathy-—understanding of the poetry
he presents, Iis choice of material is
broad and representative; his treat-
ment of the material logleal, concise
and practical. The work opens with
a brief andg thorough treatise on the
art of poetics, a theme too rarely
treated in textbooks of poetry. The
work of each poet is prefaced by a
short blographical sketch, each selec-
tion characterized and followed by
questions for study and for the use of
the teacher. To facllitate the study
of the poems, the lines are numbered,
an admirable plan, as every teacher
knows. The book is well printed and
bound. (Neale publishing company,
New York; 32.50.) 3 x

Thomas Lane Carter has written a
book of short storles called “Out of
Africa,” which are something new un-
der the sun. He knows his Africa well
and though all the tales are set there,
they are as different as 11 tales well
can be. A particularly good one is
“Ah Sin's Sin." Ah Sin Is an, astute
Chinese gambler, suave, keen, resource-
ful, whose ridiculous death discounts
his reputation for cleverness. ‘““Me and
Rhodes” introduces us to Rub Tub, an
old prospector of infinite tongue, who
yarns about African adventure dell-
E!ously. and you belleve him though
you know he is lying and he knows you
know. All the tales are interesting,
some are grewsome, but all readable
and well written. (Neale publishing
company, New York; 31‘.504)

- -

Joel H. Watkins has prepared a Iittle
booklet entitled “Cotillon Figures” and
has made it so clear that a novice may
lead his first cotillon in the most ap-
An experienced leader
will be delighted with the book, for he
will find a number of new and beauti-
ful figures which will add to the at-
tractiveness of the baliroom. Fifty
figures were contributed by well known
leaders and bnly 24 of the very best
and simplest have been selected. The
book is a dainty little pamphlet with
paper cover. (Neale publishing com-
pany, New York.)

- - .

“The Children's Library of Work and
Play” has become an absglute necessity
in order to meot the needs of the man-
ual training movement, a movement in-
creasing by leaps and bounds, and now
easily the most important feature of
the modern educational program. The
volumes in this library are not text-
books, but are designed to serve as a

help to the child in following out the
kind of work he has selected. The
books are fully {llustrated and
printed and bound. (Doubleday,
& Co., Garden City, N. Y.)

. -

well
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In “Nature Sketches in Temperate
America” Joseph Lane Hancock de-
scribes animal and plant life from ob
servations taken in the fleld, and for
the first time in an out of doors book
the wonders of this life are explained
in the light of organic evolution. The
reader to whom Darwin is only a name
will find here an easy key to a new ap-
preciation of nature, and he will gain,
too, & comprehengive idea of just what
evolution means. The book contains
over 200 {llustrations from drawings
and photographs, (A. C. McClurg & Cp.,
Chicago; $2.75.)

-

- .

The less sald about “Love's Pligrim-
age,” by Upton Sinclair, the better,
The size of the book will fortunately
st0p many people (663 pages), and if it
is started the disgusted reader is not
Iikely to finish, It is not that the book
is unclean; it {s unnecessary. No good
¢an be accomplished by dwelling upon
certain parts of life and nature in the
morbid way which this author does.
The sex question {is almost an ob-
session with him, and he has certainly

struck high water (or low water) rk
in plain speaking in this book. Some
of the socialist ideas are very well
and clearly itten, but the book is toe
dull and dreary to hunt for the few
good spots in the mass of wearisome
detail. The publishers tell us the book

contains the “naked truth”
false claim;
ing.

$1.35.)

and it is no
it is naked and unblush-
(Mitchell Kennerley, New York;

* - Al

“The New Hesperides,”
Spingarn, contains the
poet and scholar. T

by Joel Ellas
est work of this

ere are poer

us of

different and varied themes—iove
poems, poems ex ssive of American
aims and aspirs s and others sug-

gestive of the author's literary and in-

tellectual Interests. The author holds
the chair of comparative literature at
Columbia university and the title
poem, “The New sperides,” was read
before the Socie of Phi ¥

10 years ago at t instit n. (Stur-
gis & Walton con , New York; $§1.)

. .

“Devotional Poems for the Quiet
Hour” is the title of a smal] book of
poems by Eugene B. Read. The poems
are of a religious character and are
addressed to all who believe in the ef-
ficacy of prayer. The f g

rses
are taken from y
chosen at random:
0, God, how won
In all thy vast i
Thou knowest the t of my heaey
Before 11s thoughts are known to me,

one

entit

thou art

The million rolling orhs of light,
in all their gr 1 Immensity,

That beautify hours of night
Proeclaim thy greatuvess unto me.

(Sherman, French & Co., Boston; $1.)
- - L

It s 15 years since the first appear-
ance of Charles F. Lummis' “Gold Fish
of Grau Chimu,” and the anniversary
is celebrated by publishing it in a
dainty little illustrated edition, which
will please alike the old admirers and
the new friends. At the same time
and from the same firm comes a shorter
story by the same author, entitled “My
Friend Will,” which is one of the best
bits of work from the pen of this virile
western writer. Both books are well
illustrated and admirably adapted for
&ift books. (A. C. McClurg & Co., Chi-
cago; 75 cents each)

*



