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"Flower o' the Peach"
* By Perceral Gibbon. Published by the
-This book by Perceval Gibbon is a

remarkable piece of work. It is
.scarcely \u25a0 novel; it is rather an eps-

• srMle as unfinished as life and as true.
\u25a0 't, icJ a srries x>i maracter studies with
the effect upon them of environment,
,:n rnvSronaieut which we know al-Irfrady in fiction through Olive• ffhrel

.-ner's -The Story ot an African Farm'
and ag^in, more trecently, in "One
T-jra\-f>r .Thing."' by Richard Dehan. The
petting is South Africa and of plot
there is very little.. Doctor Jakes and his wife have a
sanatorium out on the voldt. where the
dry air is highly recommended for.
weak lunggs, They have two patients,
both men with such well developed

-cases of tuberculosis that it is pretty

certain they must spend the rest of
their lives there. When tho book
opens Margaret Harding, an 'English
girl, is arriving from London. /; She
has been sent there by her physician
and,, it is thought she has chances for
recovery.

"There is a strange family, the only
near neighbors, living within walking
distance of the sanatorium. It con-
sists of a Boer, Dv Pre«z. *iis. wife, a
cockney Englishwoman,/whom lie had
married from a stranded theatrical
company 20 years before, and their
son, Paul, a strange boy with instincts
of a gentleman and the soul of an
artist. Paul spends hours every day
down In a secret place near a stream. modeling things in clay, but so far no

Century company. New York. Price $1.30.

one has sympathized with him. Then
there is a kafflr, Kamis by name, who
has a curious history. In one of the.-
small uprising's many years -before his.
father, chief of his district, had been
taken prisoner and banged for treason
Kamis. jthen a baby, had been sent to
England, a charge on the government.
There he la educated as a doctor^ and
when grown to manhood': returns to
Afri'-a. He can not speak the kaffir
toa&ue,iSO he Is regarded with sus-
picion by his own people arid with
more than suspicion and contempt by
the whites. There- is no place for him.:
1!- has an allowance from the govern-
ment, a fine education, ambition,*; but
no abiding place and no occupation.;

It is a new phase of the race prob-
lem and handled with the greatest
skill by Mr. Gibbon.

Doctor Jakes is a dipsomaniac, and i
his poor wife spends her days -/md
nights trying to hide his condition
from his patients. He is a fine, doc-
tor, professional and businesslike
when sober, but his life is one long
tragedy for himself and his wife.

The book Is curious for ~ its very
futility—it is nothing and it is every-
thing. It Is not a novel; there is little
or no —just the; incomplete expe-
riences of this group of people for a
few months; But the hand*that draws
the picture for us is a master hand;
the characters are as real as though
photographed and the book is perfect;
artistically, j

"The Last Galley"
By A. Conan Doyle. Published by Doubleday. Taje & Co., Gardes. City, N. Y. Price fI.M.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has branched
out on a new road to favor in this book

tories. He calls them "ini-
and tales'" and explains in a

is collected the two

sorts of work for I \olurne. A
few v.-ords from this preface shows the
author's purpose:

"The first half is made up of a series
of pictures of the | h may be

regarded as trial flights toward •larger ideal, which I have long had Jn
my mind. It has seemed to me that
there ia a region between actual story

and acfaai history, which has neve*
been adequately exploited. I could im-
agine, for exajnple, a work dealing
with some great historical epoch, and
finding its interest not in the happen-
ings to particular individuals, their ad-
ventures and their loves, but in the
fascination of the actual facts of his-

themselvfrs. * • •"
The author has done wonders in his

"Trial Flights""; hero he offers us 10
stories, and they compare with nothing

he has done before nor the work of any
other author, unless it be Kiping in
"Puck of Pook's Hill." These impres-
sions stand alone, and. though SHr
Conan is best known the world over for

terlock Holmes btories. If he had
.itne anything but these he would

be famous. *
As for the tales in this volume, they

are not up to the standard of the
author's work a.nd, in addition, must
stand comparison with the fine work
in the volume which precedes them.
They ;ire mostly unpleasant tales, a
few are weird, but only one, "Out of
the Running," may be considered artis-

uore than i:alf the book Is worth
while; we thank the author for that.

"Out of the Primitive"
Robert Ames Bennet, author of "Into the Primitive," etc Published by A. C. MeClurg

& Co., Chicago. Price $1

It is not often that a sequel is as
good as its predecessor, but in this
case it is even better. Readers of "Into
th 2Primitive" scarcely realized what
•vas before the hero and.heroine of that
bfw>k. On its last page it all seemed so
simple, so almost inevitable; but they
reckoned without the hero himself.

This book opens when the young pair
are rescued from that dangerous tropi-
cal -oast where they were wrecked six
weeks before. Tom Blake is a man,
honorable, fine, but he has one terrible
handicap—he is the victim of an in-
herited love for drink. He is a periodi-

cal dipsomaniac and has never had any
object In life to cause him to try to

overcome his diseas^. Tiie experience
of the wreck and tffe weeks spent with
Genevieve Leslie on that lonely shore
have given him the incentive he lacked,
and without encouragement she has
told him that she loves him. But when
they got back to civilization she tells
him he must conquer his failing with-
out her help before she will give him
even a conditional promise.

Many complications in the story fol-
low and the other characters are of
almost equal interest. They are con-
sistently handled and the story is logi-
cal throughout. The book is well
printed and bound .and contains some
good illustrations by Allen T. True.

Better Than Christmas Cards
. orts of dainty litt'.e booklets are

published every year to take the place
of the old fashioned and useles Christ-
mas card. Some of them are filled with

the season, others are
dainty and picturesque as to binding
and some are selected classics taste-
fully made into a book for the pocket
or the library table. A number of books
of this character for the holiday s<sason
have already come in and it is not too
early to begin a list.

'Outward and Inward Man" is not
as may seem a mere compilation of
bible texts. Jenne Morrqw Long, the
author and compiler, says; "It is a
story—a dramatic, cumulative, scienti-

: uggle
;:ins con-

and evil. It^
I . xts in*

and there
- :i com-

\u25a0

•I'iom the Heigrhts" is the title of.a
beautiful lilt!'}esaay by' John Wesley
Carter. H« leJJs v*. that only on a
hergTTi can .we attaiA, our ideals and
that things eeenistr.a'ler v.-hen seen front
a valley. Apropos he tells of his ascent
of Mount Rafnicr. called by the Indians
"T!:e Moimtain. thai was God." The
booklet is in a dainty box, suitable for
mailing. (A/ C. McClurg & Co., Chi-
cago; 50 cents.)

"The Peace of the Solomon Va!l<
•- romance told in the form of let-

ters. Margaret Hill McCarter, author
of the "Price of the Prairie." wrote it
and she has succeeded in getting into
it the same atmosphere and apprecia-

tion of the great out of doors which
made her big story-so successful. A
pretty little romance is' unloaded in
this tale, and tha \u25a0 story is clean and-
simple. (A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago;

, 50 cents.)

To their well known *series of liter-
ary masterpieces,. The Remarque edi-
tions, the IT. SI. Caldvvell company, Bos-
ton, have added "Ambition,',' "by,, Sir
John Lubbock. The little^voiume con-
tains six other little essays also. The
Remarque editions, through the care-
ful selection of title's.'! as well as their

\ general , manufacturing excellence, ap-
-4 >?* al to every book lover. "

*; Ten Great Little Poems," not by* theold masters, have been picked up adrift 1

by William Tfmothy Call. This book,
a very limit,,-edition r;is^ published by.
the way, is for the elect. Not the leastinteresting part is. the prose with which

the author sandwiches his poems. The
little book, while cheaply printed and
bound, is worth many times its price.
(C. M. Potterdon Hawthorne, New Jer-

Eti cents.)
"Courage, Ambition, Resolution" and

"Conduat, Health, Good Fortune" are
two books of carefully selected quota-
tions from all sorts of sources. The
compiler, Grace Browne Strand, of-
fered two others last Christmas and
the four together form a fine library
of quotations. The title of last year's
books were ''Faith, Hope and Love"
and "Love, Friendship and Good Cheer."
(A. C. McClurg & Co.. Chicago; 50
cents each.)

"Recipe for a Happy Life" is the
title of a dainty Christmas book. The
royal recipe by Margaret of Navarre
has been taken by Marie West King

and amplified with the addition of hun-
dreds of appropriate quotations. The
book is charmingly printed and bound
and the selections have been made with
much care and taste. An ideal holiday
gift. (Paul Elder & Co., San Fran-
cisco; $1.)

"The Twelfth Christmas" is the title
of a little booklet by Marjorie Benton
Cooke, who says in a subtitle that it
is "The Christ Child's Revelation." It
recites an episode of the twelfth birth-
day of Jesus, the character of the scene
being Mary, the mother of Jesus;
Marah, a little child, and the Christ
child. The place is Joseph's cottage
in Nazareth arid the whole scene is
handled with a reverence and beauty
which makes it a particularly appro-
priate gift for the season. (Forbes &
Co., Chicago.)

\u25a0>ry nf Cupid" is the title
<>f a play by Elizabeth Field Christy,
foupted on the Greek myth that a

•

thatCupid . . \u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0. \u0084v

\u25a0 thurity i
only a pretty invention of th& au-

\u25a0und play
fTRd many friends and admirers

and contains much matter of literary
value. (Cochrane Publishing company,
Xow York.)

"The Transfiguration of Miss Phil-
nra," by Florence Morse Kingsiey, is
issued in a special Christmas edition,
with decorated pages and colored i!-

luatrations. Th story has
already sold 100,000 copies in the ordi-
nary edition and its admirers will wel-
come this pretty dress for it. 'Funk
& Wagnalis Co., New York; $1.)

"Random Recollections of an Old Political Reporter"
By William C. Hudson. Puhllshed by CuppUl

A Leon company, New York. Priet |1.25.

•lf the opinion of the reviewer is
worth anything, this bqplr;—-with Its
modest title, appearing quietly on the
desk one day with no blare of trunu
pets, and not even enough advance
notes to attract attention, is one of
the most Interesting anl important
contributions to the history of this
country which has appeared in many
years. The stories, as tiie title indi-
cates, have come out of personal ex-
perience. . The author is a veteran
political -reporter, hut more, much
more than that. He has been the con-
fidant and trusted frier.d to many of
our greatest public men, and in many
of these reminiscences shows that his
part was often more important than
being- the mere reporter of them. In
an introduction St. Clair McKeJway,
editor of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle,
says of Hudson:

"He never scored a newspaper suc-
cess by betraying or rn'srepresenting
the man whom he interviewed. De-posits placed in his mind were as
safe as those made in a bank, and more
safe, because they were never even in-
directly put into circulation, lie has
the confidence and regard of all the
living whom he ever interviewed and
of the families o{ all those whom he
interviewed, but who have passed Into
silence, since they tnd he conferred.
No physician and no lawyer, the
preservation of whose confidences
with clients is prescribed and pro-
tected by law itself, was ever more
scrupulous of the obligation of honor
and of promise than this man lias al-
ways been of trusts eonndecf to him.
The confidences which death has re-
leased to the custody of history and to
the disclosures of publication are mani-
fold. In intimating them and in releas-

ing such of them as lapse of time has
justified, Mr. Hudson has been both dis-
criminating and just." i

That lfiexplanation a. shows why the
recollections cover a period from 1868
"to".1886, but we get some vivid-pictures'
of such characters jas '.""Boss" Tweed,
Tilden, ConkTTng, Arthur, Cleveland,
Blajne* Hill and many others. Perhaps

;a chapter which will interest readers of
today more than any other is one en-
titled "Theodore Roosevelt in the Mak-
ing." It describes him during his $ first
appearance in public life, when, In:1882,
he took his seat in the lower, house of
the legislature from the twenty-first as-
sembly district of New York county.
Roosevelt went to the hotel where Hud-
son lived,.and the author shows by his
'description that "»trer;ucusness"wap as
much a part of the makeup of ; the man
in those days as it was in a later time,
when he was more in Vie public eye.

"Itwas Roosevelt's lii^ltsiijcomeinto
the breakfast, room with a rush, copies
of all the morning papers he could lay
his hands on ;under his arm, and, : seat- :
ing: himself, to go through those papers ;

with a rapidity that :would have excited
the jealousy of the moat rapid excha»ge

editor. -: He threw each paper :as he fin-
ished it on the floor, unfolded, until at
the end there was on either, side of him
a pile of loose papers as ;: high ias the
table - for the servants to clear away.
And: ail this time he would be taking
part in the running,conversation of th«:
table. Had any one supposed that this
inspection of the papers was superficial
he would have \ been sadly" mistaken. *Roosevelt saw everything, grasped the
sensed of'every thing and formed an
opinion on. everything, which 1 he was
easrer to maintain at any risk. <': "In the first year of his service in the
assembly he was :frequently called the :
"Scotch terrier,"- \u25a0 and it is to be admit-

ted that in those years there was a
strong suggestion of that pugnacious
and courageous breed in his appearance
and manner. In debate he stood at his
seat, snapping and barking out bis
pregnant sentences, caring little whom
he attacked so long as he believed him-
self to be right. His democracy and hio
the abuses of combined wealth were as
marked when he was in the assembly at
23 or 24 years of age as in later years,
when he sat in the White House. I have
vivid recollection of a speech delivered
by him in the assembly when he de-
nounced the "guiltyilch' and the 'crim-
inal rich.' "

There are so many interesting bits in
the book that quotation is difficult; one
longs to quote the whole episode. Mr.
Hudson was the only person present at
the interview between Conkling and
Arthur after the vice presidency was
tendered the latter at the convention of
18S0. The incident, as told, settles for-
ever the controversy as to whether
Conkling consented to Arthur's nom-
ination.

The campaign of ISB4 was exciting

and the anecdotes told by Mr. Hudson
are intensely interesting. A story of
Grover Cleveland, which adds luster to
his name, relates to the Maria Halpln
scandal, which was brought out against
him during the- struggle. Cleveland's
private secretary, Daniel S. Lamont,
was told of a similar scandal involving
Blame. The proofs were forthcoming,
and Hudson, who had a desk In L»-
mont'a room, went with Lamont to give
them to Cleveland. Cleveland directed
Lamont to pay the man for his trouble
and expense and "the time he had lost
and Ma good will in the matter"; then
when the man had gone he tore the
proofs all into scraps and had every
last one of them burned before his
eyes. "When all were consumed he

came bu^k to where Lamont and I were
standing and said to Lamont: 'The
other side can have\ a monopoly of all
the dirt In this campaign.' "

It was during this same campaign

that Mr. Hudson undertook a mysteri-
ous foreign mission at the direction of
Senator Gorman, who was managing

Cleveland's fight. When Hudson re-
turned with a packet of documents and
placed them in Gorman's *hand he says:

"Soon Iwas made* aware that he was
aggressive defense of the public against
greatly excited by his reading. As I
watched him his agitation grew. He
ejaculated from time to time, 'This is
awful!' Finally he looked up at me
with a sternness I never before or
afterward saw ory his face, and, em-
phasizing his w^rds by pounding on
his desk, said:

" 'No! No! No! Not for 20 presidents
will I precipitate such a scandal on the
country! Why, it would make a war!' "

Senator Gorman sealed and hid the
papers and wlten, two years afterward,
Hudson spoke of it, the senator was as
excited and nervous as at the first sight
of them. Mr. Hudson watched for some
news of these papers when Gorman
died, but nothing came up, so he con-
cluded that they had either been de-
stroyed or sent back to the original.
owner. The whole thing was very
mysterious, and more so because never
explained.

It is to be hoped that Mr. Hudson
will write jnore recollections for some
later date, for his facts are interesting
and readable bits of history and his
manner of telling- is full of charm.
Even when he tells an unpleasant mi-
i ident or episode his speech is without
bias or rancor, and one reads with inc-
reasing pleasure in each chapter. The
book is important and can not be too
highly praised.

MORE BOOKS FOR THE YOUNG
Books for the grownups are published

every day in the year, but this season
belongs by right to the children, and all
of the best books for them appear near
the holiday time. We have a generous
lot from which to p*ck and choose to-
day, and though the boys have the best
of jt in numbers the girls can be suited,
for the few they are above the
average in excellence.

"The Second Boys' Book of Model
Aeroplanes," by Francis Arnold Collins,
will be welcome to the boys Interested
in aeronautics. It brings the work be-
gun in ,the first book up to date and
tell* the boys of the sport as it is today

abroad and at borne. It gives rules for
conducting model aeroplane contests
and contains over 100 illustrations from
photographs and drawings. It |
dice mftdfl bimple and interesting. (The
Century eofaipany, New York; $1,20.)

Young: /.people have ; long claimed
"Treasure -Island" for their own, and
this ? new edHJun of Stevenson's mas-
terpiece wi_y delight their very si>uls.
There arell full page illustrations! in
color by; '-". C. Wjreth and "they, alone
are worth the ;price of th« book. The
reviewer^ forgets :•work and reads the
stirring tale,- again. No illustrations
have so adequately pictured !!i!ly Bones,
one. legged^John;Silver,"-Dick Pew, tne
blind man. Hands, and « the rest
of the lawless lot. {Charles Scribnei's
Sons, New'York; $-.50.) - ? ; ;.

"When Margaret Was a Freshman,"
by Elisabeth HollVfter Hunt, li an ultra
feminine book. Unlike most of the
books for girls nowadays, then* la
scarcely a mention of athletics in rh«

.tale. The girls have tea parties and
make fudge and are girly girly. They

read and study—they have to, for the
college requirements are appalling.
Margaret is a sweet girl and we are
likelyto see more of her. (Moffat, Yard
& Co.. New York; $1,25. >

"Yellow Star" is the title of a story

which should be of particular interest

to young American girls. It is written
by Elaine Goodale Eastman, whose hus-

band. Dr. Charley Eastman, is a full

blooded Sioux Indian, and it tells the
story of an Indian baby whose parents

were killed at Wounded Knee. The
baby, "Yellow Star," is adopted by the
widow of a missionary to the Indians
and taken by her to a New England
village, where she is educated. Every

racial trait vanishes in this environ-
ment (which may or may not be true
to experiences;,, but when the girl has
grown up she returns to her people as
field matron for the government. The
story is fiction, but founded on fact, for
Mrs. Eastman has had much experience
among her adopted peopla. (Little,

Brown & Co.. Boston; $1.25.)

"Boat Building and Boating" is the
title of the latest book by D. C. Beard.
The book is a gort of primer for begin-

ners in the art of boat building for both
boys and men, but the author says he
has purposely stopped short of yachts
and anything beyond motor boats, for
so many books an<! magazines deal with
this topic. All of the information on
the subject found in other Beard books
has been collected and brought together

here under one cover, and so clear and
exact is the information in every de-
tail that the book is absolutely essen-
tial to every boy or beginner who_

wishes to construct some form of boat
for ponds, lakes or streams. It is filled
with illustrations and diagrams by the
author and is complete {n every detail.
(Charles Scribner's Sons, New York; $1.)

The "Young Misaourians" series,
which was inaugurated last year by
Byron A. Dunn in "With Lyon in Mis-

' now ha'; its second number in
I .nit of P<;- liidge." The author
ng a fine piece of work in this

tries; he is giving the young boys of
today homeopathic doses of real his-
tory, with enough fiction woven in to
hold the youngsters' interest and in no
way damaging- the historical value.
This book takes up the history where
the flrst on- closed. It is well written
and contain* somo fair illustrations.
i A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago;

"The Glittering- Festival" is the fifth
volume of fairy tales from the pen of
Edith Ogden Harrison. These stories
are quite as dainty in treatment as
those in "Prince Silverwings," the first

p.nd perhaps the most successful book
from her pen. This volume is illus-

trated in black and white and color by

(lari Powers Wilson and is sure to be
a prime favorite \u25a0with the little ones.
(A i". MeClurg & Co., Chicago; J1.25.)

"Square Beasts and Curved" is a
whimsical little exposition of the line
of beauty as depicted In the animal
worM by Dr. George A. Harker. The
author is an orthopedic surgeon, and
he has amused his children and his
friends with these droll drawings
which he nov: offers as a suggestion
for the Christmas stocking of the old
or young child. (Paul Elder & Co., San
Francisco; 50 cents.)

Winifrecj Rich has written "Tony's

White Room,' a dainty little tale of
"how the white rose of Jove planted by
a loving hand bloomed and flourished
in the white room of a little neglected
boy's heart." The story is one showing
the power of example and the strength
of faith. One of tlvs daintiest pieces of
work of the season, exquisitely bound
and illustrated bj reproductions from
studies in colored plaster bas-reliefs
hf Elizabeth Ferrea. (Paul Eider &
Co., San Francisco; $l.j

"Winning the Junior Cup" or "The
Honor of Stub Harrows" is the third
volume of tho "Five Chums Series" by
Norman Brainerd. It is a story of
Btudent manliness and should be an in-
spiring tale to every boy reader. The
boy, "Stub" Barrows, has about all to
endure that could come to one, and only
a character of fine will power and sta-
bility could come safely through it. It
is a fine tale well told and a sura fav-
orite. (Lotiirop. I^ee & Shepard Co.,
Boston; $1.25.)

Jean Wrebstf*r's new book is "Just
Patty.'l and readers of th« first book of
her adventures will not be content
until they have this to complete it.
This book d«als with life at that most
select of boarding schools, "Ht. Ur-
sula's." What Patty doesn't think of
in the way of unconventional and un-
usual mischief is hardly v/orth think-
ing of, but she is always wholesome

and happy and fearlessly honest when
caugrht in a scrape. The author tells
It all with such zest that It reads like
a record of actual happenings. (The
Century company, New York; $1,20.)

The "Chatterbox" for iScompletes
its record for years, and itMs; quite
as good as any of the previous £ years.
It is filled from cover to cover with
stories, anecdotes, poems, pictures, puz-

\u25a0zles, every sort fofithing ito interest the
young members of the family from the
ages of 65 to 16. Many parents vtoday

\u25a0 s

who have enjoyed the "Chatterbox"
during their own childhood will buy it
from sentiment and will perhaps be
surprised to find their children as much
attracted to 44- as they were. It is a
fine old standby and no other Christ-
mas annual can quite take its place.
(Dana, Estes & Co., Boston.)

Edward S. Ellis, the boys' favorite
author, sends two books of "The Fly-

ing Boys' Series," "The Flying Boys In
the Sky" and "The Flying Boys to the
Rescue." The books are up to date,
but in the face of all the wonders of
aviation occurring every day one
scarcely dares say any of the adven-

tures are overdrawn or exaggerated.
The tales ar^flction, of course, and a3
excitir.gr as any boy will want; they are
well written and contain some fair
illustrations by Edwin .1. Prittie. Well
written and bound, a present to please
any boy. ("John C. Winston Co/ Phila-
delphia; "0 cent* ear;;.) f

BOOKS REVIEWED
"Flower o' the Peach," by Perceval Gibbon.
"The Last Galley," by A. Conan Doyle.
"Out of the Primitive," by Robert Ames Bepnet.

"Random Recollections of an Old Political Report-
er," by William C. Hudson,

Notes and Gossip
FrancesV Hodgson Burnett had a

charming "model for the description; of
English country lifein her, latest novel, i
"The 'Secret Garden." " I or fifteen years

she leased Maytham hail. Kent, , and
grot*: the impressions for The Secret
Garden" from the Ihall's antique rose
gardens, - surrounded by. brick walls ,

dating clear back to 1000 A. D. /. In the
hall - grounds stands the ancient Nor-
man Church of the iHundreds of Rol-
venden, mentioned in the Domesday

book: The adjacent villages are full of
quaint old gaffers and s gammers," who .
wait in "\the garden's of their thatched
cottages to salute the hall carriage as
it passes. - Among them* persist the cus-
toms: of "Merrie England"— the bearing

of the ; Yule log, ; the singing of Walts
and the Guy Fawkes celebration./ The
towns surrounding have, flavorsome

-Peasemarsh, Small hive, Benen-
;den. :iThrough all-the countryside . are
seen children in funny little red cloaks^/given by Mrs. Burnett's neighbor, the
earl: of Craubrook. ' Though "The Se-
cret Garden" is entirely^ modern in feel-
ing, yet *Mrs. Burnett simply could not
help getting the proper atmosphere for
this story of peaceful old garden days.

Clara Louise Burnham, the authoress
of "Clever Betsy ' and other novels,
has left her summer home at Bailey
Island, Me., and is visiting in Michi-
gan before returning to Chicago.

Frances Woodward Tyler has pre-
pared a delightful baby record entitled,
"In the Beginning," published by Paul
Elder & Co., San Francisco. The un-
usual feature is that while it provides
the familiar record pages and charm-
ing selections from the poets, it com-
bines with them a liberal section of
mounting leaves for the camera's rec-
ord of baby's experiences.
- '. : - ,: . # *» v * ; \u25a0

"•' "•/\u25a0Helene yon Donniges, Princess Raco-
witza, committed suicide by drinking
chloral, November 3, in -Munich, where
she was an actress. Financial troubles
were the cause, it is said. Her biog-
raphy, in which she described her dis-
astrous -.-a love affair with Ferdinand
Lassalle— by George" Mere-
dith in "The Tragic Comedians"—was
published in English last year. '

David Bispham has just secured the
singing- rights to Arthur Stringer's
Irish poem, "Of My Ould Loves," as set
to music by Gena Branscombe, and will
use the piece in his repertoire this com-
iig- season. This makes the fourteenth
musical setting: for different lyrics in
Mr. Stringer's little volume of "Irish
Poems."

: . \u25a0 " \u2666 "# > ~~~*\' ' '' - - .- The chapter on the present which
Mary MacLane has added to \ the new
edition of "The Story of . Mary Mac-
Lane," recently published by Duffleld

Co., demonstrates that nine years of
experience and familiarity with - the
outside world have-not lessened Miss
MacLane's : power of self analysis and
revelation. She is as defiant of conven-
tion, as frankly egotistic, as she was
when, a young girl unknown outside
of Butte, . she astonished , the reading
public- with her book. On many sub-
jects her, views have, of course,
changed— consistency is not one- of her
idols—but she has certainly grown no
less intense.

An important work on the Laws of
Japanese Painting, by Henry P. Bowie,
Is to be published December Ist by
Paul Elder & Co.. San Francisco. Mr.
Bowie studied in Japan under the most
celebrated oriental masters for over
nine years and gained great distinction
in the art. His work, will give most
valuable hitherto unpublished informa-
tion. The volume will be profusely il-
lustrated with, among others, a series
of over 50 reproductions of original
studies demonstrating the laws on the
lines of the garment, on dots for trees
and grasses, on rocks and ledges, on
water, birds, bamboo, orchids, lines and
curves for trees and rocks, etc.

To make a scout's sun dial prepare a
smooth board about 15 inches across,
with a circle divided into 2i equal
parts, and a temporarily hinged pointer
whose upper edge is in the middle of
the dial. Place on some dead level,
eolid post or stump in the open. Atnight fix the dial so that the 12 o'clock
line points exactly to north as deter-
mined by the pole star. Then, using
two temporary sighting sticks of ex-
actly the same height (so as to permit
sighting clear above the edge of the
board), set the pointer exactly pointing
to the pole star^— that is: the same angle
as the latitude of the place—and fix it
there immovably. Then remove the two
sighting sticks. As a timepiece this
dial will be found roughly correct for
that latitude. The angle of the pointer
or style must be changed for each lati-
tude.—From "Boy Scouts of America,"
by Ernest Thompson Seton.

There is a paragraph on the conclud-
ing page of Leonard Merrick's 'Conrad
in Quest of His Youth" which readers
and reviewers alike liave presumed to
contain a misprint. Whenever the pas-
sage^ has been quoted the word "immor-
tal" has been substituted for "im-
moral," and Mitchell Kennerley. the
publisher, has received several letters
drawing attention to this so called mis-
print, but h<* is inclined to believe that
"immoral" was the word intended by
the author, as it also appears h
English edition. However, a note ofinquiry has been sent to Merriek. Mean-
while here is the passage as it now
stands in the book: "The.immoral truth
was clear to him, he had made M3great
discovery — that a man is young as
often as he falls in love."

Booth Tarklngrton. the Hoosier author,
after a brief trip to Europe returned to
this country late in September and
made arrangements to settle in Prince-
ton, N. J., for the winter. Princeton is
Tarkingrton's alma mater and in its
academic and frequently reverberant
atmosphere he will work on a n«w
book.
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