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HERE is a virus in some love af-
fairs specially in a dismal love
affair, which makes itself felt be-

vond the traditional third and
fourth generations, infects nations and

outlives them. Homer took quite a 'few
thousand linesg to relate how a little ro-
mance overturned a great nation’'and

filleq 10,000 homes with mourning, but
that was neither the first nor the last
case. Take this trouble in north Af-
rica for instance, the war between the
Turks in Tripoli and the scions of old
Rome. Those who have mno nose for
romance and refuse to admit the over-
whelming influence of the dead ages
on present events will tell you that it
is an old struggle—dates back to the
settlement of the Russo-Turkish treaty
in 1878, when Italy was told by thé in-
tervening powers that she could occupy
Tripoli by pacific measures. An old
struggle, indeed! - Why, it began in an
age when the Russians were gnawing
bones on the-frozen steppes and the
Turks were mere yellow men on the
outer fringe of China’s budding elviliza-
tion. And what is more, it began in
a love affailr,

Before Rome was founded, and while
Aeneas was still scouring the seas,
hunting a landing place after the Tro-
4an war, he put into Carthage and saw
Dido, founder and queen of the Phoene-
clan settlement. Hiorbus, king of the
Numidians, loved Didg, but Dido and
Aeneas fell violently in love with each
other. Zeus did not favor the match—
s0 he sent Mercury down to deliver an
ultimatum. Aeneas sailed away to
found Rome, out of which grew what-
ever power is left to Italy, and ‘Dido
killed herself, thereby spiting Hiorbus

and filllng Numidians and Carthage-
nians alike *with the spirit of reévenge
and a cordial destestation for the peo-
ples across the sea.

This Is an old time romance, deéad
abeut 2,800 years, the historians ‘would
tell you, but are not the children of
Aeneas’ men still warring  with the
children of the Numidians across the
sea and with the tribesmen whose
fathers were ruled by, K Carthage? A
veritable chain of those trans-Meditet-
ranean conflicts, beginning with Dido
and trailing in “blood through  all the
centuries, involving a score of peoples,
stretches down to the present conflict
when Admiral Aubrey of ‘the Italian
fieet hurls invective and steel at Has-
suna Pasha and the Lybian Arabs. The
historian scorns Dido in _fixing ' the
cause for the war and talks much of

diplomatic affairs between the porte
and the powers and of the desirable
commerce of north Africa which Italy
would absorb, but then' the historian
has no appreciation of romance—he is
a mere chronologist. .

Certainly he can not deny that Rome |
and Carthage fought long and bloody .
wars several centuri¢s. before the
Christian era, or that Belisarius of a
later Roman empire crossed the same -
“waters to attack the same shores in the :

sixth century A..D., or that the knights
of St. John, representing the 'clerical

pogwer of Rome in the days of the cru-
saders, made the same crossing and
warred in the same fields. But, for the
benefit of all- modernists, it might be
well to review - the present trouble
from the time of the treaty of 78 and
then, as Balzac said, “Let us talk of
real people”—back to Dido and ‘the
heartless Aeneas for the sake of  old
remance.

Every one know: the story of. the
recent events. In the latter part of
September Italy sent a fleet te Trip-

oli and gave Turkey notice- that a .

similar movement on her part would
be a declaration of war, Constanti-
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nople buzzed 1ike a hive with con-
sternation and .a few torpedo boats
and transports .were sent - -to Africa,
only to go- down_ under ‘the guns of
Admiral Aubrey—Seciplo Africanus the
second. It took the Romans 17 days
to Burn all of Carthage in 146 B. C.,
and in about the same time, accord-
ing to recent reports, the sailors’ and
soldiers of ‘Italy ‘took Tripoli rand
killed every native man and woman in
it. But the men from the Lybian des-
ert, of the game blood as the men
who were -Hiorbus' subjects, have not
quit - yet, ‘and it 1s sald that .ther
are 60,000 or more of them in the hills
about the city of Tripoli. So_ the old
feud is still. on, ‘the old” firé ‘ which
‘has burned on. the north and sotth
shores of the Medlterranean for nearly
2,000 years, has not burned out: If
the, shades keep up their lnteren in
things terrestial there .are.

Ifon of them, veterans of this’ llm
time honored war, watchlng the preg-
ent struggle from the m
the Christian heaven, the oham
paradlise with its seven storles, "and

priest of Hercules. Acerbas’ had xren :

wealth and when . Dido's  brother,
Pygmalion, killed.him, she seized upon
the horde and’ with a following of
faithful Tyrians put out upon the Medi-
‘terragean and hunted new quarters. At
Byrsa she met Hiorbus, king. of the
Numidians, and cheated him out of
encugh Jand to build ‘a citadel. The
Phoenicians wére clever and poor_ Hior-

bus was ‘@ mere barbarian. She bar- .

gained that she should pay a small

‘amount for the land which an oxhide

‘would ~cover. Hiorbus “bit” and the
shrewd. princess sliced.a hide up into
threadlike strips, tied them end to end,
and circled “off a plot of ground big
enough for a settlement.  Of course, he
fell in love with her. .-

« Then came Aeneas, “travel waary and
batt!e scarred, with a rare pedigree, for
gt( was ‘the son of a goddess and a

nce of Troy, and *determuod to win
the wise widow! and ‘end ‘' his seagoing.

‘away like  many another mariner who
‘hungers for the sea, found the mouth of

“from -wherever the Phobnqcl’ani “and ‘¢pe Tiber, wn’welcomed by Latinus and

Carthagenians went. Not'a féw Turks,

Greeks, Saracens, Vandals ‘of Genseric's

‘following raised ' their” wqbpom
went down'in one, conlict or ‘another
fn the long war 'across seéas. Ttaly ¢e
‘now threatens to end the war by tat-
‘ing Turkey’s island possessions, but,
while Turkey has nothing to do-

.old Carthage, that was'just what Rmne
did about 241 B, C. to Cart she
“selzed precious’ Ba.rdihh tnd sica, .
and the war is still on. - -

Now, to go back to Dido, M isith
way it all started, or at least h
the way Rome l.nd Carthage aurua.
and they started the ‘fighting In ‘ear
est: When the Numid! ‘and ui';
people of the Lyblan
‘dwelling In north A‘!m n "
barbarity and Latinus® wa:
ovet the soil where Ronia
buiit, Aeneas, the homeless
and -Dido, 4he ‘vagrant
on the shores of ‘Africa
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mvn me. - Meanwhile poor Dido, de- -

&Phoen‘lchn-htn abbreviated -

HER ON

TrRIPOLI’S

SANDS

on the ‘seas and fattened 'on the
wealth of Sicily where Carthage ruled
and traded. But they drove him out
and he returned to:his native Epirus

‘prophesying the splendid struggle be-

tween. Rome and his. seafaring ene-

«mies. - Perhaps Pyrrhus was not fully

avenged by the event which followed,
but at any rate, If his shade still hov-
ers in Epirus, he had the satisfaction
of seeing an Italian® war vessel send
one of the Tripoll squadron to the bot-

‘tom and drive two ashore on his own

Epirus little more than a month ago.

Not only do the events repeat them-

selves in this unending struggle, but
the:setting is the same.

The first great war . began about
275 B. C. and lasted for twenty-three
years. Carthage -had wealth, but at
the end Carthage pald in tribute most
of what Rome left her and saw Sar-
dinia and Corsica garrisoned with the
legionaries. Then Hamilear of Car-

- thags, in 236 B. C, attacked Rome
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Aeneas’ love maklng mt!l Augustus
rebuilt  the city,»no longer Carthage
then, but Junonia, a Roman city with
scarcely a memento of the Phoenl-
cian ‘oeccupation. But the animosity
was not @ead, nor was Dido's empirae
to digest its humiility In peace. Gen-
geric the Vandal established a bar-
barian empire there in 439 A. D. Has-
san, the Saracen herald “of the Mos-
lems, wiped out the last traces of the
city in 647. Before him, Belisarius,
the general of the forces of Justinian,
pald Carthage a visit in 533, remod-
eled it with__th(‘ sword and torch and
proudly named it Justiniana, Carthage
was dead, but- Southern Europe was
faot done with Northern Africa. Just
as Hannibal has entered Spain when
Rome  was. a military power and
threatened to Africanize « Europe, so

éhe 'wild men of North Africa, flred
wlth the zeal® of Moslemism, Numid-
fans, Lybians, Semites of many tribes,
the people of Dido and Hliorbus, en-
tered Spain agaln and were checked
at Tours by Karl Martel in 782.

Karl Martel represented the pontifi-
cal power of Rome In his age, &s op-
posed to the Moslem power of the dark
men of northern Africa. The issues had
changed a trifle. Dido and Aeneas wera
myths, the military power of Rome and
the commercial prestige of Carthage
were gone, but the ancient animosity
had only taken on a new garment and
the same races selected much the same
1s0il to fight out ‘their differences.

Thén the same Ferdinand with whom
Columbus dealt, as king of Sicily and
- also -of -Aragon, took -up the feud and
not only drove the Moors past Gibral-
tar but followed in the time worn
tracks of Hannibal aleng: northern
Africa, selzing 'Moslem' strongholds and
establishing the prestige of the Latin
as far east as the present city of Trip-
oli. He occupied the city itself about
1510 A. D. Carthage was no longer
worth taking, but Tripoli was simply a
suburb of Carthage In her prosperous
days, and Ferdinand was working in
the old tramping ground of the Sciplos,

of Genseric, of Belisarius and all tm,xv

others who came across the seas from
the north like Aeneas.

Close upon his trail came the Knights
of St. John, offspring of the crusaders,
with the ecclesiastical power of Rome
blazoned on thelr shields and banners.
That was about 1530 A. D., and then
came the iInterlopers, the Turks, who
knew nothing of the old trouble at all,
but fust swept in from Tartary like so
many wolves, ravenous and overwhelm-
ing.

Perhaps there were no further inva-
sions or counter invasions worth re-
eording up to the last century, when all
Europe began pushing across the Med-
{terranean—Spain into Morocco, France
into Algiers and Italy into Tripoli. But
for a time Immediately before that
movement began north Africa had its
fling again. WHho has not heard of the
Barbary pirates? Where the merchant
ships of the old Carthage coasted and
lorded it-over the puny fleets of all
other nations, dictating how often Rome
should “wash her hands in the sea”
the pirates of Tunis and Tripoll made
1ifg” hideous for the 'seamen of the
northern shores and exacted tribute
from the merchants of all nations. Even
the United States, in its infancy, had
tostruggle with the wayward sons of
old "Carthage, which only shows how
modern and, at the ‘same time, how
rusty and moth eaten with age is the
feud.

And now Italy hangs by a bare claw-
hold upon ‘the rim of Tripoli, and the
desert mén are crowding In from the
wastes of all morth Africa, fanatical
with the old® hate, to push the Roman
‘eagle Into the sea again. The story of
this war without end does not begin
with the diplomatic phrases of the
Russo-Turkish treaty, but is lost in the
myths and legends which preceded his-
tory. It has been Rome against Tripoli,
B4 bary, Justiniana, Junonia, Carthage,
Xart Hadisha and Byrsa. Names change
and rulers change. The fates have not
favored Africa in the strug but she

y
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dles hard, as the records show. A hun-
dred times the men from the north have
plowed and harrowed the same narrow
strip which lies between the great des-
ert and the sea with steel and have
sown it with salt, but the old soll pro-

duces the same’ crop with each sug '3

ceeding® generation. When Did
duced Carthage t6 history she egé’l‘ig‘,
its name in cbaracters Which time does
not seem able to erase, and the children
of Aeneas may yet be busy for a long
ﬂn‘Tw;i?:{ no:t t:e last. faint trac-
under th: ]"t -
f ary stone of hor i T Douna
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