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By Ida L. Brooks

" is somewhat qut of the ordinary in

s generation to meet a horse-
woman that {s a really skiliful horse-
nan, who spurns the dictates of
fashion, rides by preference a fine sin.
gle footer, refuses to post and, should
she be deprived of her surcingle, would
ride bareback second choice. This
description, nevertheless, fits Miss An-
aeita Deaner of Oakland, who can ride
the best in the manner of their
choosing, and who has few peers in her
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ability to reach a horse's intelligence
and train it to do unusual things. But
post she will not, nor will she ride

—«trila. In these matters she is ob-
durate
~any one can single foot,” is the

1! protest of those who are seen
rising to the trot on cross country rides
or in the park.

“Any one can post;
says Miss Deaner.

It is always refreshing to find one
who does not consider the glance of the
public eye or the scorn of the pL‘IbHC
lip

Miss Deaner has decided opinions on
the subject of riding and here they are
in her own words:

it is very easy,”

“I have ridden horseback ever since

I was a very small ehild.

Srst T rcde astride.
‘

Of course, at
Tha* is by far tue
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safest way for any one to begin, young
or old.

“It made little difference to me
whether I had a saddle or only a blan-
ket. I can't remember learning to ride
as I can't remember learning to read,
but ‘T believe it is history that the rid-
ing lessons preceded the reading les-
BONS.

“It was on account of my father's
owning a stock ranch that I had the
opportunity to gain a large experience
with horses. It may be Hdue to my
father also that I hold the opinions
I do relative to women’s riding. His
state originally was Maryland. In his
youth the women of the south rode
single fcoters almost exclusively. The
Kentucky thorbughbredi were, many
of them, trained to this gait and were
unrivaled in it.

“Today there are few riders who
know anything about the gait of a good
single faoter, because single footers
are so scarce. There is so little de-
mand for them that it doesn't pay
owners to have their horses broken to
that galit, and this results also in a
big price being pald when the demand
is satisfactorily met. I have broken
four, and my favorite of them all is
now an occupant of the stables of
Prince David in Honolulu. If this gait
i8 Jjudged by the poor specimens
that are to be seen it Is not surprising
that 't is held in small esteen.
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KNEELS TO PRAY

'f consider it best udapted to luxury
and grace in riding, and those being
my only alms in this form of exercise,
it has my preference.

“I have used a surcingle for years,
Just such a one as this,” sald Miss
Deaner, indicating the narrow band
girding her homse’'s back, and appar-
ently of greater use in holding the
blanket on than in making a seat for
the rider. To it are attached a small
horn., a srall stirrup, a pocket big
enough for a handkerchlief and an
emergency strap for the hand. The
equipment is extremely dainty.

“Isn’'t it pretty and simple?” she
asked with séme show of pride. “The
slde saddle is a cumbersome affair. 1
shouldn't think of using one; but I
think this position on the saddle is
much more womanly as well as grace-
ful, and so the surcingle just suits me.

“Aside from the comfort it gives in
enabling the rider to sit right in the
curve of the horse's back with only the
blanket between, I firmly belleve that
there is a direct physical advantage
gained, that from such close contact
with a fine healthy animal the rider
must draw new vigor. If a single in-
stance will substantiate my argument,
I have only to mention myself, who has
had practically no mwlm \Vlﬂl
illness in my life.

Mies DEANER
HurDLING A~

“Having expressed my. opln!ov with
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regnca to riqing sidewiss, I think I
need say little as to my dislike for

posting. Have you ever seen a side-
wise rider post? The effect would, of
course, be the same, whether she used
a sidesaddle or a surcingle. There 1s
nothing t may be done on a horse's
back t appears less pleasing, al-
though In that it is difficult it is a good
achlevement. 'Posting in an English
saddle looks all right and has a certain
style to it, I am willing £ admit; but
the invigorating feeling of going with
the horse which is got when sitting the
saddle is entirely lost.”

The stock ranch of which Miss Deaner
speaks is located near Woodland. At
several of the Yolo county fairs she
entered in the horsemanship events.

On each occasion she carried away

prize money. She was successful

at the state fair at Sacramento seven

vears ago. “One of the fests arranged
there for the display of steady riding
was the Mddhnh such a way
that the rider coming on at a good clip
pole held under the arm
th@ in groups o( f“r
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that it is an easy thing to momplun.

In the hurdling picture reproduced
on this page, the clever work of oné of
The Call photographers, she is seated

on Teddy ‘Roosévelt, owned by John
Wenzel of Oakland.

At the flower ghow conducted in

Berkeley last year by the Board of
trade Miss Deaner again won the prize

for horsemanship. As she passed the

grandstand President Wheeler of the
university doffed his hat lall,lntlr. and
it was he who presented the prize to
her. He took occasion to express his
personal preference for her style of
rﬂlm and admiration for her position
in the saddle. 8he sits perfectly in line
with the back of her mount, so that,
from behind her body cuts offi the
view of the onlml'c head. It requires
great ease in tlu saddle ta maintain
that position ‘when using a surcingle.
That dey she rode & thoroughbred
Kentucky mare of Mr, Wensel's, a high
blooded animal which odtlal the spec-
tators with
trot and dhﬂn accomplis
3 ‘l‘h best results Miss
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mal,” says Miss Deaner, “with remark-
able intelligence. Horses, generally
speaking, have much finer intelligences
than they are credited with, and many
more could have been trained to do
stunts than have ever been trained. But
Snowball {s one of the sort that seemed
to have been predestined to be an edu-
cated hofse; '« .

~*She ‘{s like a kitten in her doellity,

and every one who goes near her fon-
dles her instinctively. In all her edu-
cation a whip has never been used.
That is something that can't be said
ordln:rlly of tnlned animals.

“In fact, I hlvo never used a whip
in tralning any horse. All that is
necessary {8 to make a direct appeal to
his intelligence. To a person who is
famillar with horses it is easy to catch
the quick response. It 1s surprising
that more owners do not train their
animals in this way. Presumably, if
they were not so useful they would be
given more accomplishments. It is a
fascinating pursuit for the teacher.

“Snowball is a 3 year old, her educa-~
tion having been carried on now for
two years, Kirst of all, she can add,
subtraét, multiply and divide.”
_ “Tell Us how that is done.
very wonderful.”

Miss Deaner smiléd, as lf phe didn’t
intend to answer that guestion. But a
little later she said something or other
about using signs. There you have it

It looks

4n a nutshell. Th#& horse is on the alert
‘for the sigu; the audience doesn’t see
it when it is given.

“For instance,, 3 man In the audlence
aaks Snowball iuv ultiply 3 by 3.
mwr goes to .

- You have all seen it

SIt At hn' uu. ‘as wonderful as

it gp’ml to bo. it {8 remarkable

'mw dt M the | horse must under-
5 { &I’Bt he must be to

zowbdl takes a cloth

“rack, takes a 9
e Spanish march, mm from the rack and passes it over the
~ edge ¢ or the st

ntﬁtoﬂmuuaaoynlt 7 F
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when the time comes.

“She makes superb statuary poses
and is able to continue in them for
several minutes. I have trained her to
sit on her haunches just as a dog does
and crossing her forepaws to wave the
Amerlcan flag.

“One of the flnest posés ghe takes is
the one in which she gets on her knees
beside me on g bench and lays her
head on my lap. She wlll contihue In
that position any length of time.

“The most remarkable feature of the
matter is that she séems to take as
much pleasure in learning the tricks or
doing them afterward as I do in teach-
ing them. 8he never has been known
to display any signs of ill temper or
inattention, even in the most difficult
of them, .

“It is a pretty trick she has learned

which I have named ‘Obedience.” She
stretches out her forepaws, crossed,
and lays her head right down on- them.
She also does the camel stretch, which
position is somewhat similar.
+ “She has two very affectionate poses.
For one of them she lies on her side
and stretches up her head for a kiss,
In the other she kneels on a box be-
hind me and puts her right foreleg
around my neck.

“S8he {8 very graceful in taking all
these poses, and moves her bedy and
limbs as if she loved every musecle in
them and all the movements that they
make possible. New poses are belrs
taught her now, and it seems that i?
the understood Eaglien mere ther-
oughly the poses would not even hava
to be illustrated.

“If T want ner to rear on her hind
legs I raise my arm and she does it,
If I show her the flag, che knows she
must lower her body for the patriotie
stunt. Similarly, a downward move-
ment of my arm brings her to ner knees
and other directions, quite as simple,
bring her into other poses.

“There is no doubt that Snowball is
destined for a famous career. If my
Jove for her were the only considera-
tion I would gladly accept the offer
that 'has been made me.”

Miss Deaner has been invited by one
of the leading riding masters in this
city to ride tandem here in Golden Gate

susing a pair of his horses. This
is purely a nt in riding and it takes
consjderable skill. Miss Deaner has
done but little tandem rlglng, but en-
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