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UNION LEADER,

Andrew Furuseth Declares All'
Liner’s Passengers Could
Have Been Saved

[Special Dispatch ¢ The Gall]

WASHINGTON,;  April 16~!"Not - a
man, woman or child wpuld have been
lost on board the Titanic had the
steamship . company provided a suf-
ficient number of boats ahd -men to han-
dle them,” is” the declaration of An-
drew Furuseth, pfesident . of -the

International Seamen’'s Union of Amer-
ica.

They had four heurs in which te
the bpats,” ‘8ays. Furuseth,

clear away

‘and put the passengers in them. It
easily could have been done in two
hours. The trouble was the Titanie

followeq the usual routine of -Atlantic
) of having boats sufficient tg
carry a fourth of the number of ‘those
it is entitied to carry.

BOATS LACKING, HE SAYS

“The Titanic may hawxe had a suf-
ficieant number of -capdble men to han-
dle the boats it hdd, but that is a very
serious question. c

‘However, with the smooth water and
the appearancé from these dispatches
that none of the boats were lost, it ap-
pears that In this case. it was not a
question of insufficient. number .of men,
but insufficient number of boats. There
evidently was sufficient ‘number of men
for the boats it did have.

“Testifying Before the commititee on
mercharit marine and fisheries last De-
cember I stated that as a matter of fact
there was not a passenger vessel afloat
that has a sufficlent number of skilled
men to handie those boats.

REFUTES THE EXCUSE

“Much has been said ‘6f the difficulty
of keeping a sufficient number of boats
on the big liners. There is nothing in
that excuse.

“The real cause back of the lack of
boats and men..ig in the law which
provides for limited liability in case of
wrecks, This law - takes from ship
owners the old time responsibility to

e passenger and to the' relatives -of
the passenger.

“Another réason is in the present
insurance laws. which permit vessels
to be insured to their full value, thus
taking away from the ship owner the
real incentive to give close attention
to safety at sea.

OWNERS TAKE CHANCES

“The publi¢ is told about vesseis that
will not sink nor burn. Seamen know
that this is romance. But seamen do
not determine either the equipment or
the manning of a vessel. Those things
are determined by the ship owner, who

liners

in competition with others is driven
to  take hances that ought not he
taken and that end as in the case of
the,Titanic

“Tiaws compelling the steamship com-
panies {o sufficient number of
boats and sufficient number of skilled
nen to handle each boat would do much
vent these frequently recurring
and .in the case of the Ti-
would have saved all the lives
e _ship,

have-a

RDER PERFECT
AFTER DISASTER

Shipipng Men Pay Tribute
to - Conduet of Captain
of the “Titanie-

Business-.in ‘th

hall of the

) e assembly
Commerce practically

Chamber of was

sugpénded yesterday in the shadow of
the north Atlantic;-

1 was th# sole topic of discussion.

e. tragedy - on

I're. news of the great loss of life after
issureances had been received that all
was well with the passengers made the

low fall with greater weight. Among
those on the floor were many who have

faced the perils of the deep, and fram
their own experiences they tried to fill
in the gaps in the story of the Titanic
tragedy. On one point they were all

agreed, and that was that the discipline

on the leviathan liner after the acci-
dent must have been perfect.
To demionstrate .this, they agreed,

nothing further was necessary than the
ist of survivors. They pointed to the
fact all the lifeboats were safely
aunched as testimony to the otﬁrient:_v
of the officers and men of the Titanic,
and the fact that the majority 6f those
saved were womén and children as evi-
dence fhat the heads of those in charge
were cool to the last ané that the tradi-
tions af the cloth proved stronger than
love of Mfe. Sailofrmen weére as one in

that
tha

paying tribute to Captatn E. J. Smith
as a man whe had done .his duty and
had added glory to the profession in
which he had grown gray.

The impressionh went forth vesterday
that the command@er of the Titanic was
the Captain Smith who once commanded
the White Star liner Dorlc before that
ship was bought by the Pacific Mail
company. That was Captain Harry
Smith and he is now in command. of the
Baltic.

Captain Smith of the "Titanic. how-
ever,was out Rhere, but it was a long-
time_ago.” He joined the Coptic, then
on the »fin between here and’ Hong-
kong in the early eighties as thirg offi.
cer, and was in this servicé only a
short time when he was transferredq to
the Atlantic side.

TITANIC CARRIED |
SCORE OF BOATS
Number Exceeded R(‘(]lilil'(‘-

ments; Olympic’s. Life
Saving Apparatus -

NEW YORK. April 16.—In respbnse
telegram “of inquiry a<. to the
number of boats carried by the.Titarlc
and how many Persons they would ac-
commodate, the 'White Star cofnpany ‘gt
Liverpool sends the following fnessage:
“The Titanic diad 20 boats, which is
excess of thé requirements.” .
Statistical information of the iffe
saving apparatus _of the Olympic, sister
ship of the Titanje, was ghven Jout to-
day, by the bureau of inspecticn. of
stefm vessels. o S i
Further than the message from. Liv-
erpdol stating that the Titanic.had 20
joats, the figures on tfie life: saving
equipment of the ill fated lirer were

to a

in

tSstruck enormous

1ing

h'-l%ﬂ\'&”ﬂbk’. But as the Titani¢ and
Olympic’ were almost idéntical _in size.
¢
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Lewis Nixon

D;scusses TragedY

NEW YORK, April 16.—Lewis. Nixon,
denigner of the battleship Oregon amd
bullder of ships of all kinds, leading
expert on naval architecture and sub-
jects having to do with the modern type

of vessel in this country, gave The Call,
!the following statement: 3

By LEWIS NIXON

It is next to im-
possible with the
information now at
hand to tell exactly

why the . Titanic
sunk so -quickly
after it smashed
into the dceberg:

The bulk of the Ti-
tanic is enormous.
The mass of :the
iceberg struck was
s0 great as to make
the impact similar
to that of running 1
into a reef; .At al-

most any speed. the
vessel might have’

harm would have resulted. The mo-
mentum was so gréat =that the -ship
would econtinue to forge - ahead ‘long
enough to do miuch-damage. .

The bulkheads, of ceurse, must have
been closed immediately upon impact.
The forward bulkheads would probably
have no door in them, anywq,\'(

BACKWARD THRUST POSSIBLE

It is- conceivable that-in develeping
longitudinal strength.in a boat of such
great dimensions as ‘the Titanic the
longitudinal girders might be of such
great strength.and rigidity that instead
of huckling forward,.as on an ordinary
ship, when it crashed into the berg they
might
the transverse bulkheads ‘that would
cause the rending of rivets, ripping of
seams and such -general distortion .suf-
ficient to cause these bulkheads to-leak.

Such leakage is progressive.’in that,
as the water comes in and-Trises up In
the bulkheads, the pressure increases
so that once the forward bulkheads
were damaged sufficiently 1o allow
water to enter it would be only a ques-
tion of time when the vessel would.8ink.

EFFECT OF COLLISION o 7

Of course, we might reason ‘that the -

bhottom of the iceberg could extend well
out and that the Titanic’s bottom might
have been ripped out by ‘the ice for a
considerable distance froni the ‘how, in
this way hastening its foundering’
There would be no.general springing
of bulkheads from the shack of -colli-
sion at all.
it is possible to back more guickly than
with the turbine ‘engines, when - the
greater part of the power Is only ex-
erted in driving the vessel forward.
You ask whether it is possible .to
make steamships unsinkable, It might
be possible to make unsinkable steam-

ships, but they would be of little use’

for: any purpose. You .also ‘ask with
regard to the equipment of \'(-sse'ls'with
life ‘bodts, life rafts, etc., so that the
loss of life might be minimized.: The

question of outfitting -our .modern pas- -

senger vessels has used careful study;
but only of those who manage $hips of
the governments whose flags they. fly.
We have on this side the rigid reqtiire-
ments of the steamboat inspection ser-
vice covering the number and disposi-
tion of equipment of beats, and the
same is true of Europe: - o

| HANDLING LIFEBOATS

So wé may be very sure: that the
Titanic was equipped fully according to
legal requirements. Mudern vessels of
the sort that Yace. across the Atlantic
are very high out. of the water. There
are probiéms ‘in connection .with stor-
age, gerneral disposition,.ease of launch-
lifeboats and getting .passengers
into the boats which gre ‘very dicfult
of soiution. X
in these modern vessels who are cap-
able of hamdling the boats-after they
are in the water affect, if they -don’t
control,“the number of boats carried. 5

Every one who has seeh a lifeboat
launched from davits high up in the air
against the sheer side of a- modern
steamship in any sort of -a sea will
realize  how essential calm water is .to
safety with regard te lifeboats.

PLANS FOR EMERGENCY
I advocated a number of yedrs -ago a

of passenger boats in such a way that
it could float away or be launched away
from boats in time of emergency. With
this naturally there. would be proper
equipment and some proVision for water
and’ food. : :
The old time seaman as we know him

deliver .a “thrust backward. to.

With reciprocating engines :

The rrumber of déck hands-

.is passing rapidly away and the men
«capable of handling oars i a heavy sea
can mot be found easily in sufficient
numbers to.man a great fleet of boats.

We are equfppihg the boats of our|

lifa 'saving service on shore with mo-
‘tors. and it will be -only a question of
time when they will be -found on all
lifeboats of the great xteamers, for
‘nowadays among passengers and crews
there will be found many men and even

. women capable of handling with intel-

ligence -and skill machinery similar to
that of ordinary motor boats, .

. DETECTION OF ICEBERGS

" As-to detecting the presence of ice-

‘ bergs, it is known that within’' certain

limits there is a falling of téemperature,
both in the air and water, but with
boats rushing along from 18 to 2% knots
an hour this would ngt help much.

The echo of the shriek of a whistle
from an iceberg can be heard several

- miles, providing the berg extended -suf.

ficlently out of thé water. This also de-.
pends upon how much sleet and snow
are incorporated in the berg. g

With perfectly- .pure ice, frozen in
solid mass, there would be compara-
tively little appearing out of the water.
1t is very probable, however, that bell
signals will so develop that any iceberg
under the surface of the water may be
detected readily. The bell signal ap-
:paratus I have described possibly may
minimize the danger, but it always will
be present. Ships, however, do not have
‘to’ go into the iceberg region.

LARGE SHIPS SAFEST

" I do npt gather from this disaster
any. lesson that would  indicate that
there 18 any diminution of strenqth or
safety with increase of size in ships. In
fact, as far as I understand the art of
.architecture, the contrary is the case.

While the splendid enterprise which
‘produced the Olympic and the Titanic
may ‘for. the present receive a q!leck.
there is no question but the larger ship
is -economically better and is also safer
than the smaller one, hence ships w1l]:
continu€ to increase in size.

A. small ship striking this berg under
the " same conditions as the’  Titanic
struck probably would have been hurt
as. badly and even worse, as it would
not have been locally so.strong, though,
‘of ‘course; it- would not have had the
same momentum-as did the vast mass of
the Titanhic.

OCEAN: POLICE PROBABLE

Practically ~speaking, .we have no
small shiips now in the.trans-Atlantic
passenger service.. When a ship goes
over 10,000 tons its momentum is tre-
mendous, and theré is no way by which
a Smaller structure can withstand the
force of an impact such as the Titanic
was subjected-to: £ .

As to lessening the confidence of the
traveling .public In great ships, you
can say that more of safety, more of
the “strength, -more "of "luxury can be
put in the larger structure.

As to the presence of icebergs and
-fields in the north Atlantic, there un-
doubtedly will. be "instituted under: in-
ternational supervision an ocean police

. withiin the- next few years.” From the

deveiopnent in wireless, news can be
given of the icebergs, storm movements
and other ‘marine’ dangers which  will
add greatly to-the safety of sea travel
PASSENGERS . FORCE RISKS

- As to the.masters of great liners tak-
ing risks in the hand]ing of steam-
ships, the responsibility for this. rests
entirely upon the shoulders of the
.traveling public. A great silent force,
the influence of .the passernigers who
are‘I_n a hurry to cross the ocean, has
fotrced many risks. ;

“If a lésson of this awful disaster is
to. instill-in the -traveling public a
desire ‘on. their.'part to support every
precaution taken- by -masters for their
safety at sea, some. good at least will
‘come from -the tragedy. Often men
who have been ‘delayed for a few
hours by ‘stress of the sea will, upon
landing, complain pot only of the ship,
but of the line and say they will never
travel by it again.

RAPID SERVICE REQUIRED 3

" This-fear forces the steamship com-
panies to Eive a .rapid service, so I
think the.responsibility for the disaster
lies more uporr-the traveling public
‘than ‘upon _the masters. The master
who loses his ship has generally lost
his livelihood for the future.

I do not believe the government
shinuld- or can ever limit'the speed of

passenger vessels in the open sea. The |

. insurance. companies can force proper
plan to build part of the after stiucture * ’ iy

regulation in time of  fog, when on
squndings or in the track of icebergs,
and .they undoubtedly will find some
way: to penalizé violations of such
regulations, even .when their violations
do not lead to disasters. But.in doing
this they will-have to have the support.
.of the, traveling public,

it is not likely that their equipment
materially differed. EOETIOEEY

The Qlympic has. 16 lifeboats and
four rafts, calculated’ to accommmodate
1,171 persons. This means about a
third of the total numben of passen-
gers and crew together, which Is 3,447,
can be accommodated. It’ ig. safd at
the bureau that no_ship is required to

have sufficient. boat robm to accommo--

date its total passenger and crew lists.

The Olympic carries 3,455 life pre-
servers. and 48 life buoys, -and these
equipments .. are 'made in r
with the regylations of the  British
hoard of trade. Thé United 'States
buresu has no power except to see
that .each steamer meets the require-
ments of its home ‘government,

OSSES MOURNED
IN PARIS COLONY

PARIS, April 1S —The - American
colony in Paris was grief stricken to-

day -by theé‘ news of the_ loss of’ life |-

causeg by the wreck ef- the Titanic.
Hundreds of residents and American
tourists at the hotels had relatives an
board. T 8] L7 i

They went to sleep last night com-
feofted with the assurapces cabled here
that, all kzad been ‘saved -and it was
only when they received this. moraing's
newspapers that théy learned of the
disaster. :° ;

The’ White Star office was besieged

1 by ' weeping women, "several of whom
| hda sons on]board. Among these were

Mrs: William Dulles, who collapsed.
Robert Bacon, United States am-
passador to France, with his wife and
daughter, had planned to’ sail on the
Titanic, but. the delay in.the "asrrival
‘of Myron T. Herrick, his successor,
caused Bacon to postpone his departure.

CAFETY DEVICES
' FULLY PROVIDED

- HAMBURG, April 16.—Albert Ballin,
managing director of the Hamburg-
American line in reply to.inquiry today
said, referfing to the possibility of in-

corporating . {urihey. safe }.&é,dﬂm

large -vessels:
“The great

e

compliance ;.

try to enlarge and improve upon the
extensive measures of procaution which
they have taken and which ‘in their
opinion and in that of the underwriters
already .give the highest possible se-
curity. . i

“It. will be clear to any reasonable
médn that the. size, speed and other
qualities of the unfortunate Titanicg
had nothing to 'do with its loss,. I'
am further firmly convipced that the
vessel was fully, provided .with all
modern safety. appliances. 3

“Why they proved insufficlent is a
question that “oniy can be answered
after more extensive reports have been
received €nd examined by experts -and
the results studied with the Breatest
care in-order to improve as much as
possible the present measures of pre-
caution.” 3 3

LQNCI_.TUDINAL
~ STRESS THEORY

CHICAGO, April 16.—Captain Charles
Campbell, veteran seaman attached to
the governmeént hydrographic office
here, tonight said that *““longitudinal
stress” on the big boat probably.caused
the. sudden sinking when the Titanic
struck the. iceberg.

“There 18 no doubt in my mind that
longitudinal stress causeqd the sudden
plunge,” thé captain sald. “When the
impagt occurred one end of the boat
was turned upward - naturally. The
rivets of the bottom of the vessel then
broke, and in my opinion the entire
bottom ‘of the boat was severed from-
thé rest of the craft. '

“It is a mistaken idea that slow baats
are less perilous than fast steamers,
Fast ships are much -the safer. A slow
boat striking the iceberg as in the
case of the Titanlc would have met the

same fate and there would have been
no difference in the results. - -

“The Titanic apparently struck the.
dceberg a mile or more away from the

‘water.
hportion a mile or more
have been under water, -

e

‘uck the submerged porti
gt “impending s

¥ gaias "
- i
o A RIS

ice that-was visible. In la icebergs |
it is mearly always the casértgl:t all’:r::
portion of the ice is covered with
Some section is visible, but a
in length may
-steamer

- danger.”

OVER DISASTER

Heartrending Scenes Witnessed
at Office of White Star Line
.. inNewYork

By GEORGE ARNOLD |

[Special Dispaich to The Call}

NEW YORK, April 16.—New York
has been stirred by the disaster to the
Titanic as it rarely has been ’stirred.
Great crowds gathered about bulletin
boards throughout the. eity watching
eagerly for news from the bleak seas.

Telegraph and telephone wires have
been clogged with anxious questions
since the news of the disaster first
came, and the faet that up to nightfall
definite news was still lacking and has
caused nervous tension which is telling
on the people.

Women have fainted in the crowds
as they waited for news of loved ones
in perii which did not come, and the
crowds in some instances became hys-
terical.

Th offices of the White Star line in
.Bowing green have been besieged by
armies of the relatives and friends of
the passengers. Many men and women
have been there since Monday evening,
refusing to go home for food or rest
and waiting, waiting for some word of
hope from their loved ones.

VINCENT ASTOR HYSTERICAL

Vincent Astor, son of Colonel John
Jacob Astor and heir to his $600,000,000
estate, was in a hysterical condition
and offered any amount of money for
any news. But he could get no more
informqtlon than the humblest. soul
craving news of his ‘immigrant friend
in-the steerage.

Just before noon one of the waiting
women screamed that her purse had
been stolen and the police on guard
caught the pickpocket after a chase
through Battery park. There were
mutterings in the crowd which might:

have led to a iynching but for the
numerous policemen.

MRS. GUGGENHEIM CREATES SCENE

There were many affecting scenes at
the steamship eoffice. = Mrs. Benjamin
Guggenheim, ‘wife of the smelter mil-
lionalire, crefted a scene when she was
told that her husband's name had not
appeared on the list of survivors. .

The half crazed woman entered the
office with her brother in law, Daniel
suggenheim, and Mr. and Mrs. Dewitt
J. Seligman. Danlel Guggenheim went
to the counter to inquire of the clerk
who had the list. When the clerk shook
his head Mrlq..(}qggenhelm uttered a
shriek that could be heard o6ut on the
street. o .

-“You must do, something!” she cried.
“It is a crinie—a shame. The Virginian
should have done something; and where
is the Olympic? Oh, my God! it is
awful! Why were there not lifeboats
enough?” R

Tears were pouring down her cheeks
and her bosom shook with sobs.

MWEEPING WOMEN "‘DISAPPOINTED

Two weeping women who would not
give their names rushed Into the of-
fices to inquire for word of -Jonkher
Reachlin, "a director of the Holland-
American line, who had been aboard
the Titanic. They were informed that
Reacklin’s name was not on the list,
and it was all they could do to support
one another out to their waiting-auto-
mobiles: %

A Mrs. Budd of Newark, when in-
formed that her sister, Mrs. H. E. Sten-
gel of Newark, had been saved, was so
overcome by the good news that' she
pitched forward 'in a swoon as she was
descending the steps to Broadway.

Telegrams of inquiry were received
at the White Star offices from President
Taft and many other government offi-
cials. The presidént was particularly
anxlous to get news of Major Archibald
Butt, 3
SEARCH FOR NEWLYWEDS

A pale little man, who had bitten his
lips so that the blood ran down his
chin, struggled through the throng to
ask about the fate of his brother, D. W.
Marvin ‘of Brooklyn, who was on his
honeymoon with his bride. The newly-

newlywed Brooklyn pair, Mr. and. Mrs.
George Harden.

As the clerk swept his eyes down
thé ljst he picked out .the names of
both .Mr.” and Mrs: Harden and also
the name of Mrs. Marvin. But Mar-
vin's name was not on the list. At
this news the pale little man ljfted his
arms above his head, uttered a sharp
cry and hurried into the street.

WOMEN ASK FOR HUSBANDS

Pushing through the crowd in Broad-
way, a woman struggled to reach the
steps of the offices of the White Star
line. A newsboy waved a paper at her.
“Fifteen hundred,” he cried, ‘“fifteen
hundred-——." : ,

-The woman wavered and tottered.
She: would have fallen but somebody
in the crowd caught her.. They half
‘carried her up the steps and placed
her in a chair, A list of the rescued
was brought to her. The name of her
husband was not on it. She- stared
dry eyed. *“Gone,” she said.

Another woman with. a child ran 4p
to a clerk behind the counter: .“Are
you ‘sure W. B. Carter’ and his wife
and two children are safe?” she cried,
and there was anger in her volice.

she questioned over and ever again,
“Are you sure?’ . Finally she turned
away, tears furrowing her face.

The clerk shook his head. “This is
the twelfth time she has been here in
an hour,” he saidl. .

DIRECTORS IN DISTRESS

"On the second ‘floer in the offices of
Vice President Franklin half a dozen
gray haired directors sat. Two of
them stared out of the windows with
listless eyes. Another tore .a wireless
dispatch into tiny strips. Neither
looked up nor answered when ad-
dressed.

Over on the right hand side of the
building men and women of the poorer
class, but equal sufferers with.the rich-
est of the rich, held gloomy ®gatherings
of sympathy. Bars were torn and the
stroke that sank the Titanic and car-
ried grief to several thousand homes
united all in-the common: bonds of sym-
pathy. S e e

“I'had two boys,” said a gray hearded
man.
their mother.” I ST 3

A young girl wept hys'erically, “On,
mother, mother, please come. back to
me,” she begged pitiably. = '

An older woman ‘who had a husband
ton the Tttanlg unaccounted for led her
‘to & bench and streve to comfort her,
though grief welled tedrfully in

weds had gone abroad with another¢pers.

The clerk tried to reassure her, but/|

“They- -had gone on -a wisit to|"

. oat

Touching

;0

Tribute by aFriend

By JULIUS CHAMBERS,
Author and editor and for -niy ‘Years

close personal frieand of Colomel J. J.

Astor. o el
[Special Dispaich to The Call] ‘-~

NEW-'YORK, April 16.—The final act
of John Jacob Astor's life in seeing
that his wife and -
maid ~ were safely
taken oft  the°ship
while he remained
to face inevitable
death is character-
istic of the brave,
true man that he
was,

I have known
him for many years,
and in ‘my news-
paper career there
are few men that I
have met whom I
have liked better.
One of the great

dreams of his life “JuLve CHAMBERS
was a great ocean

to ocean American boulevard. He be-
lieved that the time was coming when
Americans would find in America their
greatest enjoyment, that in this country
were far more picturesque scenery and

interesting places to visit than in
Europe,

SUGGESTS GREAT HIGHWAY
Back in _1900 he wrote an article
Wwhich® was the first suggestion for an

Atlantic' to Pacific national highway.
He believed the men of wealth would

L=

-find their greatest enjoyment in the

automoblle ‘in tours across the. conti-
nent to the balmy Golden gate.

The one feature of Mr. Astor's
personality which most appealed to me
when I was asked to write about
him as the result of a close and
pleasant acquaintance of many years
was his sturdy patriotism.. His fore-
bears never made one dollar during the
civil war in speculating on the fate of
the federal cause—never bought a
dollar of gold for a rise on advance
news of a confederate victory, or sold
it on a federal-triumph. They bought
millions of bonds at a time when Sec-
retary Chase had difficulty in selling
them elsewhere. Of Colonel Astor him-
self, I need.not mention what he did
for the government in the recent Span-
ish-American war.

Love of country came .first. of all
other impulses, and pride in New York
was eorrelated therewith. . Although
born at “Fern CIliff,” up the Hudson,
he was a city man. -

His personal sincerity was a  note-
worthy trait; I do not believe hinr to
have been capable of a mean or tricky
business act. He was accessible to
frierids at all times. T always found.
him ready to talk frankly on subjects
with which he was familiar—never an
equivocation. T .wish I could say the
same of some equally distinguished men
I have known. Unlike mane possessors
of wvast fortunes,” Mr. Astor never
gave to -himself airs; was as genial to
friends engaged fn “the struggle for
existence,” and to “those, who, ‘like
himself, had fallen heir to wealth.

With his money, Mr. Astor inherited
a fondness for work. .

Despite enthusiasm for yachting, au-
tomoblling and aviation, he .never al-
lowed sport to interfere with his labors
as director of one of the largest estates
in the world. Calling on .him at his
office
have found him literally “snowed un-
der” with business affairs; but he had
the capacity to work and to talk at
the same time. 1If I rose to go he
would stop me with more questions.
When he contemplated an automobile
trip-to Jamalica, he sent for me to tell
him where to go about the island; I
laid out a fortnight's tour.

ASTOR AN AUTHOR ~ _

Astor was justifiably proud of “A
Journey to Other Worlds,” a volume, on
the Jules Verne order, crowded with
science and imagination. We were
talking about the book, when I sug-
gested that it ‘made him eligible to
admission to the. Authors’ c¢lub. A
smile lighted his face; he looked at me
quizzically, and I knew exactly what

he meant. His cousin, Willlam Wal-
dorf Astor, who had published two
novels based on Italian history, had

been rejected by that club-—where mere

wealth receives no consideration. Mr.
Astor then added: »

“I would be glad t6 be elected.”

His aspiration was gratified. I nomi-

nated and Rossitor Johnson seconded, ||

He often came to the fortnightly sup-
The last time I met him was at
one of those delightful reunions, when
we talked 'about books, airships. and
the future of the motorear.

Strange to say, Mr. Astor took little
interest in exploration or archeelogy. 1
“
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4 search. -He frankly admitted not to

in West Twenty-sixth street I]estate will doubtless show him to have

tried to inspire -him with enthusiasm
regarding the plan of my friend, Doctor
Waldstein, to open Heculeanum, but-he
did not recognize the literary or his-
torical value of a possible discovery of
lost books of Lévy or Tacitus or pf the
poems of Sappho. He had visited Egypt
many times and revered ‘the ancient
temple builders, but had no respect for
the present race of Egyptians: %
While at Harvard Mr. Astor did not
show an aptitude for .scientific re-

have been rmuch of a student. Dissipa-
tion had no attractions for him, but as
a lover of the open air he “cut out” the
classroom whenever he could. Later in
life-a fondness for science developed.
_/Only.a few days before his last de-
parture: for' Europe he wrote to me
quite a description of a new method he
"had invented for extracting the moist-
ure from peat by disintegration. -He
had not patented the process or the ma-
chinery because, as he explained, he
desired it to be of general benefit to
the working classes unable to use coal
at present prices.

No subject more closely commanded
Astor’s attention than that of naviga-
tion of the air. We had several conver-

within the last year. He had examined
all forms of the aeroplane and had wit-
nessed many flights hére and abroad;
but his keen mechanical mind was not
satisfled with existing' forms. On the
occaslon referred to, Astor said: “The
defects and inherent weaknesses of the
present aeroplane are so numerous that
they would make a long catalogue. Some
forms are better in certain respects and
not 8o trustworthy in others. For a
time the biplane appeared to be the last
word, but quite as many aviators have
been killed in machines of that type as
any other. The frail character of the
structure carrying the planes and the
disproportionate weight of the motors
and fuel constitute the chiefest source
of danger.” : !
AVIATION A HOBBY

Mr. Astor closed by revealing what
he had said to me at his Newport home
threg years ago. 2

“I'shall own the first absolutely’ diti-
gible flying machine in every way sat-
isfactory to me, whatever its form, In
saying this T put aside all considera-
tion of balloo_ns. meaning any type that
relies on .a-gas bag for suspension.”

A't the time of Santos Dumont's ex-
periments with the dirigible Mr. Astor
has expressed much hope regarding the
utility of the dirigible balloon, but he
evidently changed his opinion after the
appearance of the- Wright brothers and
the success of the heavier than air ma-
chines. - i X ;i S

The one subject about which - Mr.
Astor would not converse with any one
except his clerical. advisers was real
estate. Based upon real property and
property in this city and the suburbs,
As was the Astor fortune, his. sources
of information regarding the probable
trend of growth werg of the best; but
he was never known to make specula-
tive use of information acquired. as a
director in a corporation.

For example, Mr. Astor would not
have stooped to buy property in. the
neighborhood of the great railroad sta-
tions building: or te. be; bullt: unless tive
benefits were shared by the stock hold-
ers of the corporation through which
he obtained advance information. ¥t
was a teaching of.his father, William
Astor, that-acceptance of such a posi-
tion of ‘trust implied perfect fidélity
to the stock holders, and was not to be
taken advantage of for personal profit.

Although an ‘inventory of Mr. Astor's

owned many thousands of shares of
standard bank, railroad and industrial
stocks,” they were carried as .invest-
ments and not for speculative purposes.

German Empire Mourns -

BERLIN, April 16.—The speaker of
the reichstag, Johannes Kaempf, with

sations on that subject, the last one]-
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GIVE THEORIES
* OF SHIPWRECK

Captain McAllister Believes Ti-
tanic Was Sent to Bottom
: by Salt Water Iceberg  *

Chief Steamboat Inspeqor Says
- Bottom of Vessel Was '
. .. -Ripped Open °

WASHINGTON, _April 16.—Captain
Charles A. McAllister, a noted paval
expert, today" expressed the belief that
the mass which sent tlre Titanic to the
bottom of the ocean was a, salt water
iceberg and not a polar berg, of glacial
formation. He pointed out that the
ratio of ice above water. in such an ice-
berg was ¢hly one-ninth of its bulk.

George Uhler, inspector general of
the federal steamboat inspectlon serv-
ice, sald he believed the Titanic struck
the iceberg with such mdmentum that
the impact buckled the yessel to pleces.
The vessel in all probability, he added.
ran over a submerged end of the berg.
which.ripped open the bottom; that the
safety compartments thus quickly filled
and the vessel became a helpless mass
of twisted steel wedged in a mountain
of ice.

DISCUSSES WEAK POINTS

Many naval officers here consultgd in-
formally over the plans of the Titanic
to develop individual-theories as te the
cause of its sinking, notwithstanding
its numerous watertight bulkheads.

Onée.of the engineer officers declared
the weak point in the ship's design was
a long central passageway running
from .the fire rooms forward to the
collision bulkhead. At the fore end of
this was a ladder wifereby the firemen
ascended from the fire rooms to their
quarters on an upper deck.

It was this engineer’'s theory that the
forte of the collision started the plates

great rush of water prevented the clos-
ing of the doordn the bulkhead leading
into the fire rooms.
FIRE ROOMS FLOODED

With the fire rooms filled, in addition
to the bow.compartments smashed by
the blow against the ice, the ship would
nat have retained sufficient floative
power to insure safety. '

All the naval experts were united on
the necessity: of promptly suppressing
by law the amateur wireless operators
who are believed to have been much in
evidence in this-fatality.
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the reopening of the sessions today
after the FEaster vacation, expressed
the sympathy and grief of:the German’
empire over the loss of the Titanic an

a large number of lives. Bl
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