
Need for Aggressive Policy
In Dealing With Spring Valley

PLAINLY enough the Spring Valley Water company is engaged

on a campaign to hold up the property owners and tax payers

of San Francisco for a monstrously exaggerated price. The

corporation's managers talk of $50,000,000 or more as the value of

the plant/and these demands growyear by year, although when the

managers are pinned down to facts they can make no showing to

justify the inflation.
It is not as if the public had no data of authentic and fully

ascertained character on which to base conclusions. The whole
6ubject matter has tffefi fully thrashed out, after years of litigation

in the federal courts, and the resulting estimate of value must be
accepted as accurate and binding for the period to which it applies.
Judge Farrington of' the United States circuit court found that in

1903 the Spring Valley plant for water supply was worth $25,771,964.
Taking this lor the starting point, the question remains, What prop-
erty useful for water supply has the company since acquired ?

The city is now asked to believe that the value of the property,
because of new acquisitions, has been practically doubled since 1903.
IA brief list of new property, reservoir sites, watershed lands and
water rights is given to justifythis astonishing inflation. The com-

pany offers no itemized valuation of these properties, but it may be
asserted with confidence that the facts, on examination in court, can
not be made to support an appraisement of the new properties for
as much as $5,000,000.

Whatever negotiations there may be pending between the
municipal government and the company looking to the submission
to a popular vote of an upset price for* the plant, they are not going
on openly, and. secret or rvpen, any such negotiations in the present
status of the affair would ' c sheer waste of time. The Spring Valley
company will not agree ? set] af ', reasonable price except under
compulsion.

How that compulsion shall be applied is the question that
presses for consideration by the city. In this regard the way seems
clear to bring the company to a realizing sense of the situation.
Steps should be taken at once to bring condemnation proceedings in
court to assess the just value of the property. Until that is done
the corporation will hold the whip hand over the tax payers. If we
go into court to condemn the property for the city the high financiers
will know that in the outcome the people will not be compelled to
pay at the rate set by Mr. Bourn's hired men. The value will be
closely-sifted down to the basis of actual facts.

There is only one way to deal with Spring Valley, and that is
at arm's length. The corporation has instituted a holdup campaign
with shotgun tactics and the city must meet force with force. That
force can be applied through the machinery of the courts.

It is another phase of these holdup tactics that the corporation
refuses to install any extensions of the water service, so that many
residence districts are left without supply, to the manifest injury
of the town. City Attorney Long holds that under a recent amend-
ment to the constitution the city has no power to compel these exten-
sions, but we understand that this law has never been tested in court.
Mr. Long may be right and he may easily be mistaken, but the
situation for the present is that the Spring Valley company is acting
as a positive bar to the opening of new residence districts, and this
line of action is in accord with the general policy of the corporation
designed to put the city in a tight corner so as to compel purchase
of the plant at an inflated price.

This is an aggressive policy and it is up to the city to reply in
kind by the institution of condemnation proceedings. A move on
these lines will doubtless induce a more reasonable frame of mind
in the corporation chiefs.

A Report of
Progress for
San Francisco

sums in one paragraph the remarkable accomplishment of six
' I years, with a word of promise for the future.

On April 18, 1905, San Francisco was laid low
by earthquake and tire. Six months afterward its
rebuilding was well under way. Three years. afterward practically all traces' of the disaster

id disappeared in the business heart of the city. Five years afterward
c city had selected a site for a great international exposition and had
yen satisfactory assurance to congress of its ability to raise on its own

account $15,000,000 toward forwarding the enterprise. It was able to
show a gain in population during the decade in which the disaster occurred
of nearly 75.000. And less than six years after the earthquake it was
able to vote bonds to the amount of $8,800,000 for the creation of a civic
center. With the improvements that must inevitably come to San Fran-
cisco as incidents to the exposition of 3915. with the attention that must be
fixed upon her at that time by the world at large and the consequent large
additions not only of population, but of capital. San Francisco, in less than
ten years after what was regarded as a stupendous calamity, v,ill be a very
much greater city than ever before.

Nobody can say that this record of achievement is exaggerated.
It is a plain tale of hard facts, which, when massed in this fashion,
present an almost incredible hist n I energy and faith. The city,

the way of public buildings. We lacked, in a word, many of the
most important accessories, of a great metropolis. We had, it is

We shall not?we who live here today shall not?see this consum-

!"Tainted Money"
Problem Is
Raised Again

tion o! money by Andrew Carnegie for the
construction of a public library. The objec-
tions to acceptance appear to be chiefly senti-
mental, but they may not be refused copsidcra-
tion on that score.

It seems, however, that if these views are to be given weight
as grounds for rejection of the gift they would be equally valid
against acceptance of many of the great and useful endowments for
educational and charitable purposes by which the people of Cali-
fornia have so largely benefited. These endowments have been
cordially and gratefully accepted by our people without any too
curious inquiry into the methods by which the money was accumu-
lated. The policy of cutting off your nose to spite your face scarcely
accords with wisdom.

The truth is that the "taint," if it exists, is purely personal. It
does not extend to the money as long as the legal title is in the donor.
If we hold that the money has been wrongfully acquired we should
not block the way of restitution, and apparently the one available
method for restitution is by gifts for public purposes.

r The one question for San Francisco to determine is whether the
conditions of the Carnegie gift are such as the city can honorably
and profitably accept. The city is not so well off that it can afford
to reject a substantial donation for the common good if it is offered
cri favorable and reasonable cuilditioiib.

They're All Doing It"

Some Confused
Results of Pri=
mary Campaign

verdict with confusion of counsel. g .
1 Senator La Follette has drawn attention

to some of these unexplained and seemingly
contradictory features. For example, Oregon
republicans gave Roosevelt a majority, but it
turned down Jonathan Bourne, who sought re-

election to the senate. Bourne is president of the National Pro-
gressive league and a notable leader of that wing of the republican

In Nebraska and Illinois similarly confused results are noted. In
both of these states the candidates for senator selected by the re-
publicans belong to the "standpat'' wing. In Illinois the progressive
candidate for the republican nomination for governor was nowhere
in the race.

Somewhat similarly mixed results have attended the democratic
primary voting. Pennsylvania democrats voted for Woodrow Wil-
son as a progressive. Illinois voted for Champ Clark. Oregon voted
for Wilson, and Nebraska for Clark. The question thus arises which
of the democratic candidates is entitled to wear the progressive
brand or label.

Probably the solution lies in the personal equation. This always
must weigh more heavily in the hasty canvass of a primary cam-
paign than in the more deliberate judgment pronounced at a gen-
eral election after the fullest discussion of principles rather than
personalities. In the summer of 1896 people believed Bryan would
be elected, but the campaign of education beat him.

Coming Conven-
tion of Women's
Federation

v \u25a0 -\u25a0 * - tApcti d idigc g<±inering ana
should make ready our best welcome. Our
women visitors, we may be sure, will be acute
critics and will be able to see us from the
feminine point of view, which now assumes a
greatly increased importance owing to the

adoption of womanhood suffrage.
A big delegation is coming from Xew York in a special train,

with an extensive itinerary covering visits to the scenic wonders and
attractions of the state. This delegation will start in with the
Grand canyon and will then take in southern California, the orange
groves and missions, with a visit to Catalina island. Doubtless the
Yosemite valley will be included in the tour.

A leading-topic for consideration by the convention will be
means to increase the income of the body. The federation is deeply
interested in such movements as the enforcement of the pure food
laws and in the output of propaganda to forward such purposes. It

Esome
money and a great deal of effort to get people actively

sted in affairs of this kind, and we may be sure that any funds
ted to the women will be honestly and judiciously spent.

PERSONS IN THE NEWS
G. A. KOBOLD and V. ft Kobold, who hare

larpe realty b Id Winnipeg, Canada, are
at the Palace. They <»wn the. largest theater
in Winnipeg and are sportsmen of high repn
tatinn. Their df gs and horses are well known
to the sporting fraternity of the States. They
are accompanied by their wives.

i * *J. C. HAMMOND of _y Angeles. M. O. Law-
rence and Mr?. Lawrence of Ashland. Or»., _>

1». Marshall of I.os Angeles and Ralph K. Co»
of New Zealand are among yesterday's arrivals
at the Stewart.

* * *E. S. HIGHXEY, a mining man of Goldfield, who
was formerly associated with Tex Rlckard In
various enterprises,

_
at the St. Francis with

Mrs. Highley.

* \u25a0* *F. H. HIIXMAN, who has charge of the pro-
ducing department of the Standard Cri] com-
pany In California, Is registered at the St.
Francis.

* * *S. B. DOBBINS, a crockery and \u0141ror*rv dealer
of Vanaville, la at tlie AVgonaut with Mrs.
ltobbinn.

EDGAR HAFER, ,i r»nl estate operator nf Med-
ford. is staying at the Palace with Mrs. Hafer., . * * *THOMAS ESREY, a hotel man of Ilanford, Is
anions the recent arrivals at the St. Francis.

* -* ?
FRANK N. McCANDLESS. a real estate

tor of Taccuia, Is a guest at the .St.. Francis,

* ff *?
0. E. BTAXL, a mining man of National, NeT.,

is among the recent arrivals at the Palace.

* * *BURTON E. GREEN, a prominent oil operator
of Los Angeles. Is registered at the Palace.

* * *W. M. HEARS, a business man of Portland, Is
among toe recent arrivals at the Fairmont.

* * *C. W. GARROT and two daughter* of Toronto,
Canada, are recent arrivals at the Baldwin.

* * *A. H. BEAMER, a Woodland banker, la among
the recent arrivals at the Stanford.

* » »
H. V. KEELING, nn attorney of Tjikeport, is «t

the St. Francis with Mrs. Keeling.

* » *S. M. STOCKLAGER of Washington, D. C, is
stuping at the St. Francis.

LOT/IB BEAUBIEN of Montreal, » member of
the Canadian parliament. Is at the St. Fran-
cis with Mrs. Beanblon and R. Auzlaa Turenne
and Mrs. Turenne of Seattle. They hare been
touring the state for pleasure.

». 3. CAFFNEY of Bradford, Pa., S. B. Abra-
hamson of U,B Angeles, W. R. High of Mo-
desto, c. P. Ce«k of Stockton and A. C. Boot
of Oklahoma make up a group of recent ar-
riral* at the Manx.
__* * *H. R. 'WOOD, secretary of the Honolulu Cham-

ber of Commerce, Is at the Palace with Mrs.
Wood. Ho Is here on exposition business.

* * *DR. FREDERICK ESSIO, a Spokane physician.
Is at the Palace with Mrs. E»slg. They have
been motoring through California.

CABTAIW WILIJAM BANimrG, «_» 0f the
owners of data Una Island, is at the Palace,
registered from Los Angeles.

* * *J. R. FRASER, owner of a large general mer-
chandise store of Benlcia, is registered at the
Turpln.

BERNARDO Y. SHORB, a local clubman, la at
the Palace with his bride.

* *X *C. W. McKTLLIp, a Sacramento realty man, lastaying at the Bellevue.

* * »
C. BRIANT and wife of Mexico City are regie-

tered at the Arlington.

j. , * * ff
F. A. MILLER, attorney of Philadelphia, la a

guest at the Colonial.

*'» *J. J. O'ROTJRKE, merchant of Coluaa, is atop-
ping at the Turpln.

ff ff ffE. A. PARTRIDGE, a Reno rancher, is staying
»t the Sutter.

?H. _. RICKS, mayor of Eureka, is staying atthe Talace. ». # 4t ff
I". P. BTJRCH of Los Angeles la registered at the

Fairmont.
ff ff ff

H. BROWN of Chicago la stopping; at the
Cadillac.

ff #?' \u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0'%JOHN SULLIVAN of Omaha Is registered at the
Harcourt

SHAKESPEARE
GEORGE FITCH

Autbor of "At Good Old Sl>vash"

ABOUT this date in April William
Shakespeare was born in a fine
old timbered house in Stratford-
on-Avon, England. This fact alone

has raised the Value of the house a
hundred fold, but its owner of that time
did not discover it until it was ever-
lastingly too late?for him.

Shakespeare was an ordinary boy and
was not thought much of in Stratford,

because he wore his hair short and

wasted his time in learning to read and
in poaching and on Anne Hathaway. No
crepe was hung on the city hall when
he left Stratford and went to L,ondon,
and even after lie became famous and
was allowed to bow to some ninth rate
duchess the home people used to say:

"What, Will Shakespeare famous! Non-
sense. I remember when Sir Thomas

had him whipped for deer stalking."
But Shakespeare persisted in writing

plays, and as he was his own manager,

he got them all acted and became rich,
retiring afterward to Stratford and
dying with much pomp and ceremony,
so that he was buried in the village

church itself, instead of being put on
the waiting list among the pikers in
the tombs outside.

After he died, Shakespeare became
constantly more noted and people be-
gan to say that It was a pity there were
not writers like Shakespeare in those
degenerate days. They have been say-
ing so ever since. He has now been
dead more than 300 years, but the best
thing said of any playwright is the fact
that his stuff sounds like Shakespeare.
And usually he has to say it himself.

Shakespeare borrowed most of his
plots from the Italians, who were great
storytellers, if you weren't too fastidi-
ous about the stories. He rewrote them

(Copyright. 1912. by George Matthew Adams)

in drama, in which all the characters
speak in beautiful, stately blank verse,
saying an average of one deep, eternal
philosophic truth per line. He wrote
comedies and tragedies and sonnets and
poetry, though most of the latter has
to be kept on ice. His tragedies are
best known, because of the sonorous
and Intellectual manner in which the
characters die singly and in windrows.

If Shakespeare lived today he would
have waited four years to have his first
comedy read and accepted?after which
it would have been rewritten by the
stage carpenter and the leading lady
and put on with interpolated songs and
a costume chorus with a play doctor In
the rear of the theater keeping track
of the laughs with a hand comptometer.

Then he would have written nine plays

the next year, after which he would
have spent the rest of his life getting
Into trouble for speeding in various
ways. Let us be thankful that Shake-
speare lived when he did.

LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE
HAVE SIIIPS TRAILED

Editor Call: With the meager facts
at hand, there is sufficient evidence of
carelessness in the operation of the
steamship Titanic. This carelessness is
not the carelessness of the gallant cap-
tain who sank with his ship, or that of
the faithful crew who sacrificed their
lives in rescuing the passengers. It Is
the carelessness of the steamship com-
pany in the operation and maintenance
of the ship.

It appears that there was an absolute
inadequacy of lifeboats to accommodate
the large number of passengers on
board. Steamship companies should not
be permitted to accept money for pas-
sage unless there is reserved on board
room in a lifeboat for that passenger In
case of accident.

More than this, no trip should be
made across the ocean unless two ships
are sent at one time; one always a short
distance in the rear, and to serve as a

trailer in case of accident. This rear
ship should always be within call. In
this way, if anything happens to the
passengers on either boat, there would
be no difficulty in rescuing them.

Statistics have shown that the profits
of steamship companies are enormous,
and they can well afford to run two
boats together. The amount realized in
freight alone would be more than suf-
ficient to offset the cost and expense.

The entire world has been awakened
to the quick by the sinking of the
Titanic, and every possible suggestion
to avert similar calamities should be
seriously considered, so that loss of life
in marine transportation shall be re-
duced to the minimum.

It is for this purpose and to this end
that I have taken the liberty of sending
you this letter. Yours very respect-
fully, LITGI BOGGIONE.

Sin Francisco, April IS.

\u25a0 ? 1 »
Titanic Lessons

The unslnkable boat is in the same
class with the absolutely fireproof
building.?Washington Post.

Inventive genius now has every stim-
ulus to turn its attention to problems
of safety rather than those of speed.?
Washington Star.

There are limits to the number of
people on .shipboard who can be han-
dled affectively in an emergency with
plenty of lifeboats. A requirement of
ample life saving equipment may thus
Impose a very decided check upon the
tendency to giant construction.?New
York World.

How puny seem the greatest works of
man when brought face to face with
the elemental forces of nature!? Ch-
icago Tribune.

In a few weeks the rush for Europe
will be on again and everybody will
seek to go by the shortest route and
in the quickest possible time.?Chicago
Tribune.

The designer of the Titanic says It
had 80 davits for lifeboats, but davits
are of not much use to drowning men.
?St. Louis Post Dispatch.

In any case the ocean ought to have
something more interesting for tourists
than betting on the day's run.?St.
Louis Globe Democrat.

"It is the duty of sailors, when a
Chinese vessel goes down to save men
first, children next and women last,"
says Henry Moy Fot, special agent for
the Chinese Merchants' association of
America. "This Is on the theory that
men are most valuable to the state,
that foster parents can be found for
children and that women without hus-
bands are destitute."?Chicago Inter
Ocean.

Spring Poetry
j By the. P.?^T.Fff"__-___\u0141\u0141\u0141>/

IT is Indeed s blessed thing that lots
of words will rhyme with spring;

there's wing and king and sing and
bring, and fifty-seven more, by jlng!

And when we've written "sunlit leas,'

we have our choice of trees and bees,

and breeze and sneeze and fleas and
cheese, and sundry other words like
these. And when we speak of "azure
skies," we have a stock of flies and
pies, and stys and sighs and maiden's
eyes?oh, watch the sweet afflafas rise!
There are so many words that rhyme,

the poet has an easy time; there's
clime and thyme and crime and prime,
and now and then perhaps a dime!
Of course we have to ring In babbling

streams, which bring us round to twi-
light dreams; and then, as inspiration
steams, we reach for themes and
schemes and beams. We must refer
to sighing woods if we deliver would
the goods, and this leads up to noble
pines, suggesting vines and twines and
shines. Oh thunder! Any healthy bard
could loaf around in his back yard and
write spring poems by the mile along

the old accustomed style. The same old
verdant woodland nooks, the same old
bughouse babbling brooks! The same
old birds on joyous wing, the same old
harp, the same old string!

j«»pyrf«l>«. 1«0, by
fcurf* Matthew Airmt

He Got It
"My nephew," says the bespectacled

man, "entertained me most generously

while Iwas in New York. He took me

almoat every evening to one restaurant

or another, and I heard several most

lively songs."

"What were they?" asks the other.
"I do not remember them definitely,

but one of them had a refrain which
began by stating 'Everybody Is En-
gaged in a Similar Occupation at the
Present Time.' "?Chicago Post.

Abe Martin

Ther hain't nothin' better'n sassafrastea fer that "Oh, let th' farm run itself"feelin'. A feller an' his tires er soonbusted.

? A Muddled Tourist
Absent minded husband (in Paris)-

My wife asked me while I was out togot her some eau de cologne. Now
g"a< _*? l« "mv de cologne" intrench?? Boston Transcript

The Colyum
The Sonftem Pacific company f*

l)«M>s(liiii rni*in day with such avidity

that one would think it had something

to do with raisin' rate*.

the mountains.
Before me fl've turned \u25a0

is the sort:
Bow happy I'd be if I

found myself free
To chouse cither

or turf;
But I stand like i \u25a0

logical donkey.
Fast fist between two

stacks of hay:

But a strange sodden
whim, seize* me. I
must swim?

In I plunge?and my__________________ clothes get all wet.
My bathing suit's donned after luncheon;

I*ll pick mc a handful of berries.
That grow by the side of the mad:

But I end picking kelp?l must holler for holp
Or else I'll be drowned like a toad.

I rent a small boat at the landing.
I'll row myself out to the light:

Then I find that my keel is an automobile ?

(I leave by the first train tonight).

THE COL.YUM had a neat littl"
eulogy on the Seals' Progress written.
but just as it was finished the sport-
ing editor came in from the afternoon
game. Thus is true literature dis-
couraged in this country.

IP THISj

A BOARD OF OFFICERS, consisting
of Captain Glenn H. Davis, Twelfth
infantry; Captain James W. Clinton,
Twelfth infantry, and Second Eieuten-
ant John R. WTalker. Twelfth infantry,
has been appointed to meet at tiie Pre-
sidio of Monterey to examine two
horses, the property of First Lieuten-
ant Thomas W. Brown, Twentj -sev-
enth infantry, to determine their fit-
ness for service, and to appraise their
value. ?Army News.

Why >ot Thin:

A board of officers, consisting of Ad-
miral George Dewey and Admiral Trie!
Sebree, has been appointed to meet at

the Mare island navy yard and examine
a yawl, the property of Admiral
Thomas Phelps, to determine its fit-
ness for service and to appraise its
value.

A board of officials, consisting of
President Taft, Secretary of the Treas-
ury MacVeagh and Attorney General
Wickersham, has been appointed to
meet at Pittsburg and Inspect a ton of
coal, to determine its fitness to be
burned in the White House furnace.

A board of officials, consisting of Em-
peror William, Czar Nicholas and King
George, has been appointed to meet at
The Hague and inspect a new desk,
which is to be used by the third secre-
tary to the chairman of the next peace
congress, and also to consider bids for
bird seed for the dove of peace.

Where Competition May Be Retrained

One of the handicaps to western far-
mers In their use of dynamite for clear-
ing logged lands has been the high
cost of the explosive, largely due to
the expense of transportation from
eastern factories. It is gratifying t«>
be Informed that Stevens county Is
enjoying the benefits of competition be-
tween two western manufacturers of
powder.?Spokane Spokesman-Review.

Not so gratifying if these two west-
ern manufacturers should carry their
competition to the point of detonating
rivalry.

THE TIENTSIN
TIENTSIN, April 24.?The Chinese <;.nvnrnnio!it.

Is becoming apprehensive at Ibe Insistence nf tlie

monefr lending powers for financial supervision la
order to eliminate all possibilities *f
rious dissensions are reported in the cabttet.?
News Dispatch.

China probably fears that we might
send "Boss" Cox, Abe Ruef, Bathhouse
John and "Charlie" Murphy over to giv«
expert supervision. -
THOSE THRILLING MARKET RE-

PORTS

Speculators Tire of Holding Potatoes
"We'll hold them a while for you,

Ifyou wish.

Price* ffor Dried Fruit Getting Doun
to Bedrock

With basalt blocks selling at
$59 per 1,000, rock prices must
look very tempting. What prune
was ever worth that much?

Honey Closely Cleaned Ip

"We must do something to keep
flies and ants out of our markets.

THE HIDDEN' OFFICE
A Story of Mystery

(Continued)

Our readers who have been folio* ~
the thrilling narrative of the seat- -l.
for the branch postofflce that is lo-
cated In the vicinity of Second and
Stevenson streets, must possess then-
souls (we hope they have souls) in pa-
tience.

Postmaster Fisk and the searching
stranger started out yesterday morning
to find the office, if possible. By night-
fall no report of their whereabouts lial
been received.

Just as The Colyum is going to press
a faint "S. O. S." signal is received-

We shall investigate as soon as it
Is dayfight.

(To Be Concluded)

"MANKIND OWES another debt
of gratitude to Marconi," says the
Chicago Tribune.
Sammis tried to collect it in its most

tangible form.
THE BALLAD OF KENNETH MAC-

DONALD.
Kenneth MacDonald, the architect-col-

orist,
Draws like M. Angelo and Leonardo;

Set on a hillside and baSied the duller-
est

Soldier who ever was sent there to
guard-o.

"Hey. j-ou are sketching a cannon that
dis-ap-pears,"

Shouted the sentry, to his chagrin.
"No, I am painting a fog like a mist

o' tears,"
Murmured the painter, "I see o'er

Marin."

"That is a cannon and that Is a riflepit;

That is a battery you're drawing
now."

"No." said the architect, more than a
trifle hit;

"Can't you discern? I am painting acow.

"I'm an impressionist, fervent and col-
orous,"

Kenneth explained, "You have madea mistake."
"May be you is," said the sentryman

dolorous;
"See what impression the g-uardhauaej

will make."
THE AGGREGATE value of th«jewels worn by the Daughters ofthe American Revolution at a. re-cent reception in Washington issaid to have exceeded $500,000Boston Transcript._____ %U °f that Wealth was accum-ulated from pensions, however.

APPARENTLY THE only books ofhe city that Carnegie is down n a'those excluded from the public library

SJk-youiV to suwort 'kV2_M6y;work, would you recommend an electricT Iron >Answer. Yes. But be sure to dls

iTnaThV he bef °re ** throw

ILP.
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