
THE ONE POWER
RALPH ROEDER

ILLUSTRATION

HE mob seemed to pour in
from every side, like water
through the seams of a
sinking ship.

A mere half dozen men
had followed Baseom in the
first block; their faces non-

committal and furtive, leaving him in
indecision as to whether they had recog-
nized him or not.

But in the second block, past Third
Street, all doubt had been swept aside.
Men, women and children thronged out of
the small frame houses and the unkept
yards, and followed in a crowd. The
women, who had exceeded the men in
fierceness twice over during the entire
strike, began to cry, "Scab!" One or
two boys threw pieces of hard mud. But
the men, who were to do the real
"work," walked quietly, some a little
behind him, some on the opposite side of
the street, and one little group slightly
ahead of him. They could afford to be
quiet. They had him surrounded.

Baseom's eyes began to search anxiously
for a familiar face or figure. Some
of the men had worked in the pattern

shop with him during the first year he had
been back from college, and he knew that
they still liked him. Through them he
would be protected from severe injury;
but they would not stop the seizure of the
pay-list. He regretted that he had not
followed the advice of his father and of
the captain of the militia company and
accepted an escort of eight or ten men
from the guard at the North Factory to
take him and the pay-list through the
workingmen 's section of the town to the
South Factory. He had hoped by going
alone to avoid the possibility of another
bitter clash between the strikers and the
militia, believing that he could slip by the
lower end of the town, where the molders
and puddlers lived, unobserved. Once in
the upper end, he had planned to hurry
swiftly enough to get past before the
pattern-makers and joiners, who knew
him, could gather to the attack.

In his inner pocket he was carrying
the pay-list. In the early days of the
strike there had beta easy communication
by telephone between the two brandies of
the Mayville Car Seat Works; but now,
following the desperate fights which had
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marked the importation of non-union men
the week liefore, the wires had been torn
from the poles and cut. The heliograph,
with its mirror flashes by day, and sig-
nalling by swinging lanterns at night,
were now the only means of communica-
tion. But the pay list of one hundred
and seventy names could not be trans-
mitted by mirror flashes. It contained
the names of all the new men, their de-
partments and their output for the week
? everything, in fact, that the strikers
could desire 1o know. Its loss would be
a staggering blow.

Already it seemed that the strikers,
with the penetrating cunning which had
characterized them from the beginning
of the contest, knew that Baseom had the
pay list. The older men, from their inti-
mate knowledge of the workings of the
plant, could guess it. Baseom wondered
why they had not attacked him already
and taken it. They seemed to be held by
the feline joy of playing with the victim
after its capture ff|| sure. Baseom was
beyond the possibility of escape; the
militia could not rescue him now, even if
they miraculously guessed his plight and

sent a flying squad from the South Fac-
tory. At the first sight of the khaki uni-
forms, the mob would be upon him, and
the list in their possession, in less than
two seconds.

And there was a ridiculous element in
the whole thing, too; for the list was such
a little thing ? two single sheets of paper
in a brown manila envelope addressed to
the "Superintendent, North Factory,
Mayville Car Seat Works" ? that it
seemed almost ludicrous that he could not
push it into a fence corner somewhere or
make way with it in some manner. When
he had first realized that escape was im-
possible, and that it would be better to
destroy the list entirely than to have it
fall into the strikers' hands, Bascom had
considered the feasibility of suddenly
pulling the envelope from his pocket and
tearing it to pieces before he could be
seized. But he knew that they would be
upon him before he could more than tear
the sheets in half.

He had looked for sewer openings in
the yards as he passed and at the eur-
ners, but there was none. Tf he darted
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Import Bulbs to order only. They need not be-paid for until

\u25a0I after delivery, nor taken ifn<>t ot a satisfactory quality.
(References required from new customers.) Our import
priic list, the most comprehensive catalogue of Bulbs pub-
lished, is now ready, and may be had forthe asking.

|H H A FEW OF THE PRICES Perioo Per boo
Fine MixedHyacinths ... $3 00 $13 75
Fine MixedTulips .... 75 350
Extra Fine Mixed Tulips . . 95 425

\u25a0 Narcissus Poeticus .... 70 300
Double Daffodils 1 85 8 50
Narcissus Bicolor Empress . 270 12 50
Narcissus Emperor .... 275 1250
Narcissus Golden Spur ... 235 1050
Narcissus Bicolor Victoria . 250 10 00Splendid FYee Flowerinit
Spanish Iris, Splendid Mixture 45 175
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Qn Marvel Hooks
Vf;ht)* CjJ ft 1 Small, Medium and Large, lßc each,

Ji I »nd one box Marvel Huh lure.

V nALLr litLto introduce.
ll /I Sitid at once and neciire agrucy

// Marve l ba t attract* all fish, end Marvel
5 patent hooka land every ttah that tries

to take the bait. Tackle Catalov t'KEB.
W,-ite? Jsitiuieae Novelty Co., Boom n, tllnton,luwft.


