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IT uVKible that man's oldest fes-
tival la the harvest home. If one
Would trace this to its origin, he

must needs go back to the first
farmer, who rejoiced and made merry

when he found that the fruits of the
field were sufficient for his wants. To. follow the development of this primal

Instinct through the pagan festivities
of the great nations of antiquity, and
the great religious affairs of medieval
Europe, down to the agricultural

fairs and floral fiestas of twentieth
century America, would be to study

In detail the evolution of culture and
the development of civilization.

No doubt, seasons of plenty were fol-
lowed by seasone in which drought,

flood and tempest caused the crops to
fail; and the joy in an abundant har-

vest may have been tempered by* fear
of what another year might bring forth.
So the ancient tillers of the soil were
made to realize their dependence upon

the unseen powers that caused the sun
to give its light and heat, that made
the clouds to gather and the rains to
fall, that male the seed germinate,

the plants grow and the crops ripen.
Consequently, although the first farm-

ers may have made merry before they

began to Dray, it is certain t!.at the

element of worship was introduced into
their harvest festivals very early In

' the history of agriculture. When men
fully realized thei/ entire dependence
upon forces of nature over which they

had no contiol, they personified these
and then sought to win their favor or
evert their wrath by prayers, oblations
and sacrifices.

There are harvest festivals of many

kinds celebrated in .America today; bui
the element of worship i* found only

among those of the agricultural tribes
of Indians of the southwest. These
still retain their old time faith in and
fear of the gods of their foreiathers.
But, if we except the more or lens per-
functory observance of Thanksgiving

day, there is little in our fairs and har-
vest to indicate that the
American people recognize a god of
the harvest at all. Apparently the up

to date farmer places his chief reliance
upon commercial fertilizers and im-
proved machinery. If his crops fail, he
blames it upon the weather; and, if
they happen to be good, he attributes
It -to his own skill and industry.

Nevertheless, the joy of the harvest
season is spontaneous and must find
expression. The barn dances of the
wheat belt, the husking bees of back-
woods farming districts, the cake walks
and camp meetings of the black belt
of the south, the floral fiestas of the
Pacific slope, the fete days of the Rocky

mountain region and the county fairs
of the pie belt (which is now trans-
continental), all are manifestations of
tejoicing in the abundance of earth's
food things. It was the custom of the
ftncient Jews to place offerings of the
first fruits of the harvest upon the
«ltar ofythe most high. The American
way Is different; but It has Its origin

lathe same primitive impulse, grounded

In the soul of men and the t/ood brown
earth.

In some part of this great country,

the harvest is always In progress. Con-
sequently, somewhere the harvest fes-
tival is always in season. The year is

ushered in with Pasadena's tournament
of roses, on New Tear day. This i3
really a celebration of the gathering

Of southern California's great citrus
crops. Through the winter and early

ft-prlng months California has many of
these floral fiestas, as well as occasional
Citrus fairs. In June occurs Portland's
rose carnival, which is doubtless the
most spectacular of America's floral
festivals.

By that time the harvest season is on
In the south and southwest and the

?eason of the agricultural fair has be-
gun, continuing until late in the fall.
This is the most characteristic of Amer-

ican harvest celebrations and is known
in all parts of the country. There are
purely local fairs, county fairs and
State fairs, but the earmarks are the
tame in all, the difference being main-
ly in the variety and extent of the ex-
hibits.

It is well known that the great fairs
?f Europe were religious in their
Origin. They attracted immense con-
courses of people, from widely sepa-
rated regions. Soon enterprising mer-
chants began attending the fairs for the
display of their wares and the gath-
erings became commercialized and
#iven over to barter and sale. Then
mountebanks, singers and musicians
and strolling players discovered that
the fairs were good places for the dis-
play of their talents and the accumu-
lation of the loose change of the crowd.
Ultimately the religious motif of the
fairs was forgotten. There is nothing
in Europe that corresponds to the agri-
cultural fairs of America; but there can
be no doubt that the suggestion for our
bucolic gatherings was derived from the
rustic fairs held in England a century
or more ago.

After the close of the fair season
proper comes the president's Thanks-
giving proclamation, affording a pre-
text for a nation wide feast and a foot-
ball game in every community able to
muster enough husky young men to
make up the opposing elevens. During
the gathering of the cotton crop of the
south the negroes make merry in theirown fashion, which may take the form
of a cakewalk and dance or of a camp
meeting and revival. The great har-
vest fiesta of the western cotton belt is
the No-Tsu-Oh festival at Houston, Tex.

The Rocky mountain region has spe-
cial fete days of the harvest, timed tooccur when the characteristic crops of
the respective regions are ready for the
harvest. Some of these are'held in
connection with agricultural fairs,
while others have no such accompani-
ment; but all are worthy of note in thatthey insure to all comers a full
stomach, for in the estimation of the
people of the west a good dinner means
the best of all good times.

The earliest of these Rocky mountain
fete days is "Strawberry day" at Glen-
wood Springs. Colo., occurring in May
each year, when every visitor, for at
least once in his life, is welcome to eat
to satiety of the luscious berries for
which that mountain town is cele-
brated.

Famous amor? these western harvest
festivals is Rockyfords "Melon day." It
has been an annual event for more than
20 years, and for several seasons the
average attendance has passed the 20,-
--000 mark. About 10,000 watermelons and
15,000 cantaloupes are required to sat-
isfy the hungry crowd, with coffee and
sandwiches in proportion.

Rockyford was the first western town
to institute an annual feast day of this
character. The experiment proved so
successful as an advertisement of the
town and' the products of the region
round about that many other enter-
prising little cities have adopted the
idea. Nrot less interesting than "Melon
day" is "Pumpkin Pie day." This is
Long-mont's bid for fame. Thousands of
pies, tons of sandwiches and barrels of
coffee are consumed on this occasion
each year and at night the festivities
are concluded by a jack-o'-lantern
parade.

While Longmont thus pins its faith
to pumpkin pie <and is not disappoint-
ed) the nearby town of Loveland has
won renown by means of its annual
"corn roast." Each year 20,000 ears of
the best green corn that grows are
roasted to a turn in great trenches and
served in tl.e crisp and blackened husks.
It is a revelation of the gastronomic
possibilities of "loastingr ears" to thou-
sands of visitors who have been famil-
iar with that great American specialty
all their lives without knowing: that
the only right way to cook green corn
i» to roast it in the husks.

Greely has a "pqtato roast" that is
really much more attractive than year
round consumers of the lowly spud
might imagine. Burro races, potato
races and potato rolling contests pro-
voke the hearty laugh that Is sauce for
any fare. Brighton's "potato battle"
is both funny and exciting?all the
more so because casualties are not con-
fined to the participants, and the "in-
nocent bystander" is just as likely as

not to receive a large, ererrfp* to-

mato upon (or into) his open counte-
nance. Grand Junction's "peach day,"

Gunnison's "fish fry" and other special

fete days are worthy of mention and
description, did space permit.

So the harvest festival is confined
to no locality and restricted to no par-

ticular season. It is known by many

names, and in the majority of cases its
true character is so obscured that few
would suspect its origin to be identical
with that of the offering of the first
fruits of the harvest, enjoined upon

Moses before the chosen people crossed
the river Jordan into the land of prom-
ise. In America it is only among: cer-

tain Indian tribes of the southwest that
the original significance of the harvest
festival Is retained.

These untutored red men still feel
their dependence upon the powers of
the unseen world. Hence their tribal
fiestas are religious rites for the pro-
pitiation of the- gods that send the-
rain, that cause the corn to germinate
and grow to maturity and that super-
intend the harvest. Every step In agri-

culture, from the preparation of tht
gTound to receive the seed to the gath-
ering of the ripened grain, is accom-
panied or preceded by its appropriate
ceremony. The community of Isleta,
near Albuquerque, N. M., has its "ace-
quia dance" in May, when the lrrlgu-

tion ditches are opened and cleaned.
San Domingo has its "corn dance" in
August, when the corn is in tassel. In
Taos, in northern New Mexico, the
great harvest festival is held Septem-
ber 30. It is renowned for its spec-
tacular tribal dances and for its cere-
mony of climbing the greased pole.
Upon the top of the pole are tied a live
sheep, a live rooster and a basket con-
taining specimens of all the fruits,
grains and vegetables frrown in the
neighborhood. The victor In the pole
climbing contest cuts loose the tro-
phies and casts them down to the wait-
ing crowd. Then follow offering* to the
gods of the harvest and a feast for all
who care to partake of the bounty
of the tribespeople. The shalako dance
of the Zuni Indians of western New
Mexico and the snake dance of the
Hopi of northern Arizona are the most
celebrated of Indian ceremonies, and
among the most remarkable of the
world's religious observances. Like all
others of the ceremonial dances of the
agricultural tribes, these are drama-
tized prayers intended to propitiate
the gods that give or may withhold
the rains, upon which depends the har-
vest.

It gives one a new conception of the
solidarity of the human race to realize
the fact that the barbarous rites of the
Hopi snake dancers, the country fairs
of both east and west, the clambakes
of the Cape Cod country, the floral
fiestas of the Pacific coast, the colored
camp meetings of the south, the ancient
Hebrew offering of the first fruits, the
great fairs of the middle ages and the
harvest festivals of the peasantry of
Europe, China and India, all have a
common origin?an origin antedating ,
all religion, all social organization,
founded in the natural instinct to re-
joice in the possession of enough to
remove the fear of hunger. Neverthe-
less it does seem strange that in Chris-
tian America the religious»aspect of
the feasts and fete days of the har-
vest survives only in certain pagan
communities of the far southwest.

If preprint plans of the bureau of
Indian affrrirs do not miscarry it is
probable that the tribal festivals of
the harvest to which the red men still
cling, will s'fon become but a tradition.
Three years ago a convention of Indian
agents and superintendents was held
at Washington, at which the opinion
was found to he unanimous that the
agricultural fair should be introduced
wherever practicable among , the In-
dians. Tt is said to K\u03b2 the wish of
those having charge of the bureau o'
Indian a*TnJ r s that the agricultural fair
bo promoted as a regular institution
uron every important Indian reserva-
tion.

The Ilrst Indian fair was held on the
Crow reservation in Montana in 1905.
Evprv year since then the Crow fair
has been growing in interest and 5m-

t;;e ravora*)le at-
tention of all interested In tnr 01-.,?-

--ress of t!ie Indians toward citizenship.
Three years ago the first fair of the
Navajos was held at Shiprock agency,
near Farmington, N. M. This also
proved an unqualified success.

It is believed that the agricultural
fair woulJ prove Just as useful to the
Sioax, Apaches, Pueblos and other
tribes E-s it has proven to the Crows
and Navajos. It is hoped that its gen-
eral introduction among the Indians
will not only Induce them to devote
more attention to farming and stock
raising, but also that it will supplant
the tribal dances to which the tribes
people cling with a.ll the tenacity of
fanaticism. The tribal dances are re-
ligious observances in honor of the old
pagan gods. So long as these endure
paganism must continue to exist. But
if the agricultural fair can be made to
take the place of the tribal dance an4
other pagan ceremonies, it is hoped
that the old gods will soon be forgot-
ten. ?
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