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G Ttve to be 85 is not remarkable

in this age of longevity, when

many reach.the century mark.

But to have attained the age of

85 and still to have retained one's en-

thuslasm for a hobby" is ubusual. In-

terast in collecting implies a certain

vigor e&nd freshness, a certain margin

of vital force which we do not associ-
ate with the octogenarian.

This keen interest in collecting 'Is

one of the characteristics of Mrs. Susan

Mills,. founder and- president emerltnl :

of Mills college. Though fond of gat.h-
ering all kinds of.curios, her main:in-
terest is in teapots, of which she isa
connoisseur, having gathered 800, r§p-
resenting many great potteries In
many different countries of the world.
It seems entirely:fitting that a col-
lege president, who has .spent her life
in upholding high standards of educa-
tion :and culture for the young women
of .Lhe Pacific coast, should have se-

lected for her hobby teapots, which are

representative of the art and culture
of the people who use them. This may
seam a frifle extravagant, but a little
will

show that a people's. progress in_so-

observation and - consideration ,
clal life and:in the arts may be quite

ocorrectly gauged by the form, style
and workmanship of its teapots.
Tea drinking ever since the days of
the garrulous Pepys, who speaks of it
as a new custom, down to the modern
has been a sacred rite of

to

“pink tea,”
hospitality, be celebrated in one's

best clothes, and with one's finest

household silver and china. So the tea-

pot in each age and country reflects

its social and artistic culture. Among
rude and unlettered people the teapot
is almost entirely unkonwn, or if they
have it, it is in such a crude and prim.
itive form as to show a vague under-
standing of its use,

It is a privilege to see Mrs. Mills with

her collection hear

of teapots and to
her talk of them.

how

Each one, no matter
the ob-

server, has a meaning and significance

commonplace to casual

to her. One is the gift of a pupil, an-
other of a relation in a foreign coun{ry,
of a distinguished
this human interest
one of the 800,
many of which have great historical in-

another
And

value to every

and still
friend.
gBives

80

terest.

“Most of them have been given to me
by
pride

‘my girls, and there is a note of

in her voice as she says “my
girls.” ®Without children of her own
she has taken to her heart the hun-
dreds of girls who have made “Mills”
their home, and has been a mother to
them all.

“Ths onres I I1lke best?” and she
opened the cabinet where the teapots

=+= displayed, of all sizes, shapes, col-
d'l(ngs and materials—wood, ‘stone; -tin,
copper, pewter, brass, ivory, earthen-
ware, onyx, china, cocoanut and silver.

“Why I like these old fashioned blue

and white—the work of the Stafford-

shire potteries. This six-legged one is
particularly fine. This one of Macaén-
ough’s victory on Lake Champlain'is'a’
rare product of the Enoch Wood pot-
teries. It is very hard to find geniﬂne
Staffordshire from Wood's pottery., You
sec this border of sea shelis around the
picture?. That is:the Wood trademark.
At that time eagh .,pdttery was known
by the design of its borders. 1 like the

Staffordshire, because it is so firm and '

substantial.”

Stout and substantial teapots, surely.
One could easily imagine colonial dameés,
with towering puffs and stiff brocades,
presiding in state behind them, ex-
changing gossip so trivial as to be re-
buked by the ponderous teapots.

Mrs. Mills is loyal to the traditions of

New England, even in the matter. of pot-
tery.

“This.old ‘pewter one is a favorite of
mine,” and she drew forth a stodgy
looking -pewter pot familiar. to New -
Englanders of half a century ago. - Like
all “down east” things, it was made to ~
wear. . To one who knows Mrs. Mins
hospitable spirit it is easy to unﬂtr-
stand why she likes those good, old
fashioned, capacious teapots,’ bespeak-

' this,” holdlns up e lmg’c sflver tube with v
a perforated ball at the end, “is'a bom-_

bllh.“

‘The bémbﬂh.. except. for. the bdl,;wcs -
like-a soft drink straw.
“You doubtless know,” resumed l(rl

Mills, “the Chileans do not use our kind .

of tea.”

“Oh, yes,” I.replied, glad to find some-.
‘thing that T was familiar with.  “They

use the Paraguay tea or Brazilian holly.
-I baye had tlie pleasure of drinking it

An:the native: way, lmm a gourd;-the
gourd “keeps. and prelerves the: ﬂa.vor
‘T was once lnvlted to un l.nernoon teu
where mate was served in pretty round

and pear shaped gourds. The tea, which
is. the 'finely powdered leaves of the
holly, is put’in the bottom'of the gourd,
covered with lun.r ‘and hot (not boll-
ing)~ water ‘pouréd ' over. 'it,..and one

“sucks : it ‘up; lmmedlatoly through -the
bombilla. If the'tea is allowed to stand 5

it becomes acrid and black. It‘has a’

very curious -flavor, ‘reminding one'a *

‘little of mfld. licorice and’still. more of -
the ‘Chinese’ lenchu nut. 1.do not ‘care
for it, ‘but ther n.r.ono :town ‘to like .
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- ‘beside the datnty blue ~ones.

the Mor. andiit. hu c—vm oabﬂm&lc mnnor as the Paraguay tea. In’olden

effect.”

SThet . is ' vmthun-.t : uuloa
urs. Mills. "rho chuogu do nét:use
‘m-un;.a holly
s flex Puummiu. shrub.. In
tle they: - gath -m leaves of a nuv.
_plan Psorales | ulosa, from which
tho

moulﬁthupummnﬁe

‘times’'it was made for the whdie com-
peny.

“The’ powdered cnnnn toa lohve-
‘were placed in the bottom of the gourd '
l.nd hot water turned on.
wus_ quickly passed from hand ‘to hand,
each ons drinking a little through the
bonblul.

“When the French came to Chﬂe they
objected to dr|nklng after all lortl of
people, so the individual, mate cup was
introduced. Thu is .one of' the modern
eupa."

Axa!n the note o! Individulum.

“Here are some fine old En'llsh tea-
pots,’” and Mrs. Mills dréew  out “two
handsome -peciupns - of¢ FWedmod.
“These are genuine and good in color.
80 many of them are off color. It is,
rather difficult” to find them good in
both de-ln and’tint. This is'a strange
one.
Wod‘wood. but it has the- ‘mark ‘and

' she pointod to. an awkward’ brown’ dish

logking more ljke a casserole than a
tedpot. It looked like a country .cousin
“It was
invented’ by tho rl of Dudou!d and
is. supposed to prourvo the ﬂtva; ot
the.

'rho url of Dudan.ld’l mwt was
vqry nnconﬂnctli‘.‘ovtn thom lt did

The bowl .

‘tuhlonod !tebeeea a.hed,ou!er

“See: tho w

to

: on‘ thﬁ." ﬁd the. en-*

.You would  hardly take it 161

thusiastic collector held up a curiosity
in Poﬂ'lpeilan onyX, beautifully mottled
and exquisitely carved. Around the top
was a beautiful hand carved wreath.
Some artistic Italian had wrought that

delicate tracery with painstaking care.’

Near it was a small toy ivory teapot,
‘carved from a walrus’ tooth by .an in-
dustrious Eskimo, bent on tempting
money from the well filled pocket of
the tourist. The nearest approach: to
tea which the Eskimo posseésses is
whale oil,.s0 it is not much wonder" his
teapots look like cream pitchers. -
‘“Here are some  unique specimens
from Damascus,” and Mrs, Mills-indi-
cated-a group of hammered brass, cu-
riosities with scythe. shaped spouts.
sOne “was elaborately orntmonted with
Jewels.
- ,One could easily plcture them on a
tabouret in some harem, surrounded-by
dark oriental beauties comparing jeal-
ous notes relative t.o their lord and

_ master.’

Equally curious were Egyptlan te&—
‘pots made from the ‘“red clay of As-
souan” ‘' and ornamented with antigue
palm leaf and lotus bud designs.

B “Can't you'imaginé some 018 colored

mammy crooning over this?’ asked Mrs,
Milis;
queréd southern teapot. The red roses

“sehich bastrewed its surface were faded

with much usa 'Tea for massa and his
guests _must ‘have been brewed many
times.. Here was: plainly one case
where  the ‘teapot falled to express the
artistic and cultivated tastes of {ts
possessor.

Beside :the - tall brown teapet was

.placed a'tiny silver toy one, complete

in -every* detall
cover.

“A ‘bisthday present from my grand-
niece,” smiled:Mrs ' Mills

They certainly were an.ill assortsd
pair, the largest -and the smallast of
the whole collection,

“Here are many ludicrous enes™; and
Mrs. Mills hurried to another case de-
voted enuuly to quaint conceitsg large-
ly Japanese. ' Every beast of the fleld,
fowl and creeping thing has been cast
Into” teapot form by those clever and
Inventive people. It Wwag better than
going . to. a:circus. The animals were
all so well bred and never moved out
of their places

A.startled cack, with body bearing a
elassic dellgn in: red and blue, hob-
noébbed with a lquxt‘ elephant: covered
with a xn.yly, flowered and " fringed

even to & remowvable

blanket. A terrible blue dragon with
gaping jaws seemed.to be a.bbm to de-'!
vour -the . whole - peaceful- community.
.Undisturbed by this fierce cereature, }

simple looking kangaroo, with its gray
body bestrewn .with pink cb.rysa.nthe-

ums, ambled behlnd the elephant. Mora
up to date than the ‘time honored geog -
raphy: species, .it_carried its young on
its back instead_of iIn the familiar
pouch. Gul.rding this 111 assorted com-
pany were a nerce looking bull pup and
a ' supercillous pug. These . whimsical
creations showed the sense 6f humor
possessed by the imaginative Slpponese.

‘Besides these quaint animals were
the greatest variety of geometrical
-hapea-ronnd cylindrical, oblong, . tri-
angular, square—wlth ingenuous com-
binationa Some of the brass teapots
were the most distinctive and artistic
of the entire collection. These latter
were. more truly Japanese. The whim-
sical creations were what they im-
agined .would appeal to the Americara
Yet, in _catering to this love or tne
blnrre they have done it in such a
manner as to remove them ‘from the
commonplace,

“They are a great pleasure to me,”
said Mrs. Mills, as she carefully closed
the glass cabinet containing her treas-
ures.  “They are interesting in them-

_sqlves, and fhey bring to mind many

dear friends in all parts of the werlq.”
Though Mrs. Mills will celebrate her
eighty-sixth blrthday in November, she

is still ambitious to increase her
lection.  She has has set 1,000 a.gg

_®oal and is‘constantly making new ac-

quisitiona,
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as she drew out a brown lac-"
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