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WOHELO:
What is it? An In-

dian, Persian or Hindu word?
None of them. Just plain Eng-
lish?the watchword adopted by

the newest and fastest growing organi-

zation in America. It is made from the
first two letters of the words work,
health and love, and this summer hun-
dreds of voices are sending it ringing
through forests, plains and valleys,
over lakes, streams and rivers from
Maine to California. What does it
mean? That's a longer story.

Let me tell you first that the new or-
ganisation is not a Boy Scout move-
ment. Boys have had everything done
for them in the way of organization;

the group spirit, the gang co-operation,

the art of good team work has been
theirs from the beginning. They know
how to share their fortunes, their joys
and mishaps, how to pull together to
get the most out of the national motto.
It is the girls for whom co-operation has
done little. The eternal feminine shows
itself still in the prerogative of indi-
vidual selection?the "chum," the close
friend with whom she shares her daily
existence, exclusive of the rest of the
world. So when this truth dawned
upon the consciousness of Mrs. Luther
Halsey Gulick, one of the most active
sociological workers in America, whose
husband is the Head of the child study
department of the Russell Sage
Foundation, she thought the existing

order of things should be changed. She
formed a plan, and set briskly to work.
Result: The growing and lusty young

organization known as the Camp Fire
Girls.

Mrs. Gulick first broached her Idea to
her own four girls. "Lovely!" they ex-
claimed in chorus. "And mother," ad-
ded the youngest, seriously, "I think
it's Just what a 'homey' girl needs'*

Spurred on by the belief that her
idea was just what "homey" girls all
over the land needed, Mrs. Gulick
worked out the details of her plan.

She knew that in modern life, schools,

colleges and special training courses

in economics, domestic science and var-

ious other branches of study have
robbed the home to an astonishing ex-

tent. She felt that owing to the sup-

ply of home products by outside
aouroas, the Joy of creative labor in

the home is almost entirely lost, and

the realized that wherever she went

among girls, the unanimous cry was:
"Give uk something interesting?*
something worth while to do."

"But what?" she demanded of her-
self. "What can I give these girls

which will take the place of the onco
universal home training and restoro

their Interest in the simple and use-
ful affairs of life?" She visited her
friends' houses and asked for their
daughters. Hardly any of the girls

were at home; some were at school,

others at college, some were taking

finishing courses in distant boardirig

schools, others - were attending domes-
tic science classes. Everywhere Mrs.
Gulick found empty homes, and moth-
ers whose Interests lay widely apart
from their daughters. Finally a friend
declared:

"Elinor doesn't like to stay at
she finds it dull. You see she is with
other girls so much, that when she is
all alone with me, fehe mfsscs them
and, of course, I understand that she

is lonely. She likes to do house: old
tnsks still, though her interest is not
so keen as it was. I know things are
not going on right, but I don't see
what I can do to help them."

Like a flash Mrs. Gulick seized her
inspiration. What was lacking in the
life of the modern girl under such con-

ditions? The answer came in a single

word?romance. What was there In. a
round of the same duties, no matter

how faithfully performed, to stimulate
and act as incentive to the imagina-

tion and feed the visions of a girl?

What could a girl think of when she
sat apart from her comrades and
dreamed her solitary dreams? Mrs. Gu-
lick felt that she had found the key.

So the Camp Fire girls sprang Into
being. Then two questions arose?how
to teach thorn the necessity of the group
spirit and fetw to supply the lacking

element of romance. The first camp of
20 girls was divided into three grades,

and a symbolical system of work and
play instituted, with the camp fire as
the center. Fire was chosen as the
leading symbol, because it is the ele-
ment of purification; the standing pine

became the symbol of membership be-
cause It signifies simplicity and
strength. A hand signifying "fire" was
taken from the language of the North
American Indians, and the study of the
Indian ceremonies, tribal dress and cus-
toms?the Indian being taken as* the
ideal type of the outdoor man?was be-

gun. The girls were delighted. They en-
tered enthusiastically into the plan of
making their own dresses of buckskin
and embroidering them with the Indian
symbolical devices which .they found
most appropriate. Interest waxed high

and the work was carefully done, for it
is Judged by the guardian?a woman
who becomes the leader of every local
group. If a girl does unusually well In
this respect, her work becomes known
to the 'chief guardian, who is the di-
rector of a series of camp fires within
another organization, and in this way
additional honor Is bestowed. The news
of the movement spread rapidly, and In
an incredibly short time camp firo
groups were springing up everywhere.
Today there la hardly a state In which
some local group may not be found.

The awarding of honors, which are
generally beads of various colors, each
color Indicating a different award, tends
to awaken the spirit of emulation. The

division of the camp inmates Into three
grades also has its effect. A girl must
be 12 years old, have at least 50 cents
in her savings bank, and be able to
pass certain simple,tests before she can
aspire to membership in the first
grade, or the wood gatherers. When
elected, she dons the wpod gatherers'
costume?a short duck skirt and middy
blouse, with a sleeve decoration of two
embroidered cross logs and the wood
gatherers' ring. When promoted to
the second grade, or the ranks of the
flremakers, she adds to th*> wood gath-
erers' insignia a silver branlet with a
fire design, and to her sleeve emblem,
an embroidered flame. The highest
rank Is that of the torch bearer, and
this grade has the right* to wear the
complete emblem of cross logs, flame
and smoke, and a pin. The girls are
very keen on obtaining these emblems,
as* the tests increase in difficulty as
one goes upward and the complete em-

WP/5 signifies rwry "much
worth while.

When a girl is initiated into the
ranks of the wood gatherers she must
learn and repeat the wood gatherers'
desire:

"It is my desire to become a camp
fire girl, and to obey the law of the
camp fire, which Is to:

"Seek beauty,
Give service,
Pursue knowledge.
Be trustworthy,
Hold on to health.
Glorify work,
Be happy.,.

When she rises to be a firs maker,

for which she . must have served as
wood gatherer three months In a sat-
isfactory manner, shj must be able to

meet the 14 definite requirements
given in the camp fire book which In-

clude the preparing and serving of at

least two meals, sleeping with open
windows or out of doors for a month,
and knowing the chief causes of in-
fa.it mortality. She, In turn, learns
imd repeats her desire:

"As fuel is brought to the fire
So I purpose to bring
My strength.
My ambition.
My heart's desire, -My joy
And my sorrow
To the fire
Of humankind,
For Iwill tend
As my fathers have tended
And my father's fathers
Since time began
The fire that is. called
The love of man for man.
The love of man for God."

When she becomes a torch bearer,

whoso honor it is to light the fire by

the rubbing of sticks at the monthly
sounclls, she repeats the torch bearer's
iegire:

That light which has been given to me,
I desire to pass on to others."

"Oh," exclaimed one girl thrilling
with enthusiasm on being admitted to
the honor ranks of the torch bearers.
1 Just love those words. They sound
so?go?noble!"

Becoming more and mors fascinated
by the study of Indian life and romance
as unfolded to them, 80 girls under
Mrs. Gulick's leadership, constituted
themselves a band of "Wohelo" maidens
to wear their Indian Jewelry, bead
work and ceremonial costumes of their
own making, at their council meetings,
held once a week. The members met
In a quiet place in the woods, where
lay the wood previously prepared 'for
the council fire. One by one the In-
dian maidens stole silently to the spot-

When all were assembled, the council
began with the chanting of the Omaha
tribal prayer, after which the maidens
seated themselves in a circle about the
fire, which was started after the primi-

tive fashion of the rubbing of sticks.
The Indian roll was called, each maicen
responding to her Indian name?chosen
by herself with regard to its fitness
as expression of her character, likes
or dislike, after which came the re-
port of the week, each maiden repeating
what she had learned In nature craft,
forestry or athletics. Honors were
then awarded for work in various lines,
and at the last meeting, the maiden
winning the greatest number of honors
during the season, was awarded the
buffalo robe, a large skin with pic-
tures painted on It, representing the
various events of the summer, and the
individual symbol of each of the
maidens. Every maiden must De able
to identify 25 birds, trees or flowers
before winning this final honor, which
Is retained by her only until the fol-
lowing summer, when It Is returned to
have that summer's cycle of events
painted on It, and to be won by an-
other girl. Then the "count" of the
week, usually in the rhythm of "Hia-
watha," and original with some mem-
ber of the group was read. The fol-
lowing is an example of one of the
maidens after the first council meeting.
"Seated round their new made fireplace 'Of their lodge soon to-be finished,
A fine- lodge soon to be told of,
Builded in the distant forest,
Far from noises of the city,
Far from white men* habitation*.

Gathered one night as the sun set,
Maiden chiefs of many nations
Come long miles to be together.
Ten long weeks by Lake Sebago,
Lake Sebago, lake of all lakes,
In the quiet of the twilight
Talked the chief of maidens to them.
To the maidens gathered 'bout her;
Spoke of what the camp would mean

there.
Of its name and of Wohelo,
What that island of ours stands for.
Of the purpose and the meaning,
Three-fold meaning of Wohelo.
Of the health we all did come for,
Of the work and love 'twill lead to:
Work well done and love for others
Coming all for health gained staying
At our camp at our Wohelo.
Then the fire blazed up brighter
And the maidens danced about it.

Filled with joy at this their first Are,
Kindled by the chief of maidens
With her always ready helpers
And the aid of the great spirit.
Then they solftly gathered 'bout it.Bang their evening songs and parted.
Melted In the outer .darkness.
Only loons to break the silencevailing in the far off marshes."

Not a bad effort, Mrs. Gulick thinks,
for a girl who does not aspire to go
farther as a poetess.

"Just what is the aim of our organi-
sation?" the founder of the movement
was asked. "I know that it helps girls
to organize, and teaches them the group
spirit, but after that?what?"

Says Mrs. Gulick:
"The aim of the movement Is to apply

the power of organization to the pro-
motion of such activities for girls as
will most effectively make for physical
vitality, personal efficiency and spir-
itual and intellectual vigor, as well as
to preserve the largest possible amount
of beauty, romance and inspiration in
their dally lives. The Intense special-
ization arid great rush of our modern
life have made It increasingly difficult
to preserve the beauty and romance
which are essential to the health V\u25a0;
happiness of our race. In this case* it
behooves us consciously to seek for
our girls the experience and apprecia-
tion of the simple beauties and ad-
ventures that are within their reach."

This is precisely what the Campfirs
girls are doing. They walk, they rlde%they drive; they swim, paddle canoes
down silver streams and across tran-
quil lakes; they row, dive and plunge
In . sparkling water; they cook, they
sew, they embroider; become experts
in Indian Jewelry and bead symbolism,
learn woodcraft, nature craft and
campcraft. They know how to strike
camp, how to fold a rubber blanket,
how to serve and how to command.
Their weekly tests call for proficiency
In athletics, domestic service, resource-
fulness, poise of mind and skill in
handicraft and art. The girl of to-
morrow must Inevitably meet greater
demands In all these directions than
those confronting the girl of today,
for she must meet the demands of a
community rather than merely those
of her own home. Independence, in
the restricted sense of the word, is
fading out and interdependence is
taking its place. The woman of trim
future will know economic independ-
ence, and the camp fire girls are p?**-
paring themselves to meet it by a new
and special training. This training
finds no place in the modern home, for
the things that are absolutely neces-
sary to bring about the change) of
conditions sure to appear in the life
of the future, are missing from its
curriculum. The education of the girl
of yesterday was merely an accumula-
tion of facts. The education of. Atfa
girl of tomorrow will be an equlpmXt
for life, and this education Is being
offered to any group of girls who meet
around the symbolical fire, whether It
be the camp fire, the hearth bias*, or
merely the glimmer of a candle In thasity or country «JMSjk>
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