
Words of Thanks
Editor of Junior Call?Dear Sir: I

wish to thank you for the box of paints
Ireceived come time ago. Yours truly.

HELEN GROGAN.
San Francisco.

Dear Editor?l received the book
which I won in the Junior Call, and I
think it is just darling. It certainly

was worth trying for. Lots of success
to the Junior Call.

Alameda. LOUISE WALDEN.

To the Editor of the Junior Call?
Dear Sir: I received the paint box
which I won in the Saturday Call a
week a»o. I thank you very much for
your promptness. I remain, yours truly,

MARGUERITE MIEHLING.

Editor of Junior Call?Dear Sir: I
wish to thank you for the interesting
book you sent me. Yours re&pectfully,

Suleun. INA CAMPBELL.

Editor of the Junior Call: I received
your beautiful prize, "Chronicles of
Avonlea." The stories are lovely and I
enjoyed every line. I thank you very
much, indeed. The book would have
been acknowledged sooner but I have
just returned from my vacation and
read it. Your* very truly,

AGNES L. PETRIE.
San Francisco.

Editor Junior Call? Dear Sir: Satur-
day's matl brought me a biff surprise in
the nice book, "How to Visit Europe On
Next to Nothing." Although I do not
hope to ever be fortunate enough to use
It In traveling, I still expect to derive
much pleasure and profit from the read-
ing of it. ?

Please accept sincere thanks from
yours respectfully-, «

RUTH HOLLAND.
San Francisco.

Editor of the Junior Call?Dear Sir:
Beeelred the paint box Saturday morn-
Ink which Iappreciate very much.

Thanking you, Iam. very truly yours,
ELIZABETH BAHR.

San Francisco.

Dear Editor: Thank you so much for
the aloe box of paints. Tours truly,

FLORA ORR STEEL.
San Francisco.

To the Bdltor of the Junior Call?
Mar Sir: Tour paints reached me Mon-
day. Thank you very much for them.
It la a very ale* act ofpaints.

X lire out here on a desert. There
,
is

a> Bait marsh four or live miles away
from Blair. They get the aalt from the
bait marsh and manufacture It

There la a, atrike on in Blair and the
miners won't work for the company.
Lota of my playmates have gone away,
ao Ipainted the picture for pastime.

Truly yours,
RALPH MELDRUM.

Blair, Ner.

Dwellings in Paris
On January 1. 1890, there were in

Part* 819,4«8 dwellings, representing a
rent value of 117.220.597. On January
1, IMI, there were 910.504 dwellings
whoae rent value was placed at $100,-

--314.958. On January 1, 1911. the num.
ber of dwellings was 993.304, with a
rent value of niM3B.OOO.

The number of premises and out-
buildings declared vacant on January

1, ll»0. was tT, 447. representing; a rent
value of 84.M4.P51. On January IS.
1901« the number of such dwellings had
fallen to ll.fSt. whoae total rent value
was assawiid at $4,413,334. On January

IS. till, the number of unoccupied
dwellings had fatten to 8,337. with a>
rent value of $3,450,344.

During the ported from ISM to mi
the pop«latlon of Paris Increased 4SS.-
17S, or It per oenL During the same
time the number of dwellings Increased
183,888, or St per cent. It would appear
at first glance that tfee number of va-
cant dwellings must necessarily have
Increased, but the contrary is true. The
number of vacant dwellings in IS9O was
4.82 per cent of the total number of
dwellings in the city; in l>ll it was
less than 1 per cent of the total. This
result, which at first seems abnormal,
is said to bo due to the decrease in the
number of deaths and the Increase In
the number of single men. The num-
ber of households In 1901 was 773,021;
In 1911. 983.509. an Increase of 27 per
cent Whereas In 1890 the average
number of occupants of each dwelling
was 5.09, in 1911 It had dropped to 2.89.

The great diminution in the number
of dwellings is a cause of concern to
the inhabitants of Paris, and one of the
chief causes of the existing high rents.
True, many dwellings are constructed
each year in Parts, but the number de-
molished is almost as great; and, ow-
ing to the legal height limit of build-
ings, there is little or, no more room in
t£e new structure than in the old. It
Is feared that if the population of
Paris should Increase in the same pro-
portion?that I\u03b2, 20,000 per year?and
absorb each year, as In the period 1901-
--1911. 1,600 vacant dwellings, In five or
six years there would be no more va-
cant dwellings, and owing to the natu-
ral law of supply and demand the in-
habitants of Paris would find them-
selves facing two alternative*?to sub-
mit to the exactions of property own-
ers or to move outside the city.?LJvre
Foncier do Paris.

CHILDREN KNOW PILOT AS HAPPY JACK
WE all have our

hobbles. Jack
Right myer has

liis'. Jack is the pi-
lot of the William
F. Romer, of the
Central Hudson
Steamboat com-

pany, that plies between New York
and Kingston, and when off duty in-
dulges in his hobby of making ham-
mocks for little girls to rock their
baby dolls to sleep in.

Forty-five years ago Jack was a tow.
boat pilot and guided boats through

the upper Hudson into Albany. At that
\u25a0 time he aded to his income as pilot by
making ten foot hammocks.

Jack's home town is Roundout. and
hie grandchildren enjoy their afternoon
naps in the same hammocks that were
made for their mothers. Eighteen other
hammocks in Roundout were made for
Iltle girls whose own litle girls are
using them now.

As a proud father left the boat at
Kingston Jack handed him- a package
addressed to his little girl. "That,"
said he, "is the hammock I promised

your dear little baby." His baby
friends speak of him as "Happy Jack."
"I am proud of the name my dear little
friends have given me. although I
would not be 'Happy Jack' but for
them." said Jack.

The pilot house -of the William P.
Homer is Indeed a popular place for the
young ones, and fond mothers feel se-
cure that, they are In the care of
"Happy Jack." Many souvenirs in the
pilot house, such as snapshot pictures*
of children, pipes and tobacco pouches,
are evidence of the popularity of the
good natured pilot.

In the winter months, when ice
blocks river traffic, Jack directs a large

force of men in cutting and storing the
ice at Kingston Point. The Hudson,
therefore afford* him a means of live-
lihood in the winter as well as in the
summer.

Sea Water and Weather
What kind of summer are we going

to have this year? asks the Manchester
Guardian. Orthodox meteorology will
not commit itself to long shots of this
sort, but there is one quite serious man
of science who correctly forecasted the
brilliant summer of last year and the
gloomy, wet one of the year before.
And he has already expressed his
opinion of our chances this year.

He is Dr. H. Basset t. late of the
chemical department of Liverpool uni-
versity. He has been appointed pro*

feasor of chemistry of Reading Univer-
sity college, but he is still going to
carry on the examination of samples of
sea water obtained during the hydro-
graphic cruise of the Lancashire sea
fisheries committee's officers and re-
port upon their salinity. So, at least.
one gathers from the 1911 report at the
Lancashire sea, fisheries laboratory at
the Liverpool university and the Piel
hatchery.

It is from these examinations of sea
water that Doctor Baasett gets his
weather forecasts. He finds a definite
connection between the conditions of
the sea and the general weather condi-
tions of the British L\u03b2lee.

Doctor Bassett correctly forecasted
the unusually wet summer of 1910 from
the late appearance and reduced salin-
ity of the gulf stream drift early In
that year. Again, in his report of ob-
servations of the condition of the Irish
sea during 1910. published in May. 1911,
Doctor Bassett wrote that "the renewed
vigor of the gulf stream driftalso gives
u> food reason to expect a more genial
summer, quite different from the dismal
ones of 1909 and 1910." Both these
shots were bullseyes, but what of this
summer?

Having discussed the values of the
salinities at the three stations affected
by the gulf stream drift in December,
1911, and on February 14, 1912, Doctor
Bassett makes the following prediction
for this year: "I have little hesitation
in saying that the summer of 1912 will
probably be like neither the brilliant
dry one of 1911 nor the gloomy wet
ones of 1909 and 1910, but just one of
the somewhat variable and uncertain
summers which are usually experienced
in this country."

A Vermnnter'e Failure
"The inefficient are necessarily the

disobliging," said Frank A. Munsey.
apropos of a political leader who had
failed.

"A middle aged failure got a summer
Job In a Vermont general store last
month. A* boy came in one morning'
and asked him for a half pound of
melted maple sugar, the famous Ver-
mont dainty, at the same time laying
a pot on the counter.

"The inefficient failure, without
weighing the pot first, ladled a lot of
the sticky syrup Into it, then, of course,
when he set the pot on the scales. It
went- down with a bang. Finally he
ladled out all he could?but, again,
bang went tUe scales.. . ..

"Then the man returned the boy his
pot and said:

" 'Go back home and tell your ma,
sonny, we can't make a half-pound of
melted maple sugar. , "?Lk>s Angeles
TMnips.

Plural and Singular
We'll begin with a box. and the plural

is boxes.
But the plural of ox should be oxen,

not oxes.
i Then one fowl is goose, but two are

called geese.
Yet the plural of moose should never be

meese;
You may find a lone mouse or a whole

lot of mice.
But the plural of house is houses, not

nice.
If the plural of man is always called

men.
Why shouldn't the plural of pan be

called pen?
The cow In the plural may be cows or

kine.
But a bow if repeated is never called

bine.
And the plural of vow I\u03b2 vows, not

vine,
And if I speak of a foot and you show

me your feet, \
And Igive you a boot, would a pair be

called beet?
Ifone is a tooth, and the whole set are

» teeth,
Why shouldn't the plural of booth be

called beeth?
Ifthe singular is this and the plural is

these,
Should the plural of kiss be nicknamed

keese?
Then one may be that, and three would

be those,
Yet hat in the plural would never be

hose.
And the plural of cat Is oats, not cose.
We speak of a brother and also of

brethren.
But though we say mother, we never

say methren.
Then masculine pronouns are he, his

and him.
But imagine the feminine, she, shls and

shim.
So the English, I think, you all will

agree,
Is the most wonderful language you

ever did see.

Elephant and Motor Car
A. Swies residing at Siantar in the

island of Sumatra has written home an
account of the capture and transporta-
tion of a young wild elephant in a motor
car by a resident of the town, says the
London Standard.

The elephant, which was well roped,
was driven to the nearest path In the
forest, and with great difficulty the mo-
tor car arrived at the spot, a kind of
platform replacing the body. The ele-
plant was induced to mount the plat-
form and was strongly secured to It.

The trip to Siantar started, but diffi-
culties at once arose, because the ele-
phant, whose trunk was free, used his
proboscis to examine in turn the chauf-
feur, the seats in front, the machinery,
and finally the guiding whtel, his last
maneuver nearly upsetting the car,
which was brought to a stop as the
journey was becoming dangerous.

The elephant's trunk was then
strapped to his body, and the car ar-
rived at Siantar without further inci-
dent. This is probably the first time
that a wild elephant has had a ride on
a motor car.

A Floating Farm
Jens Soeby'e "floating farm" Is one

of the famous eights on the Columbia
river, writes a contributor to the July

"Wide World magazine. All the build-
ings are supported by three rafts made
of huge pine logs. Soeby, a veteran of
the Spanish-American war. got the Idea
of a floating houseboat when traveling

In China and Japan, and when he re-
turned home after the war he built
three rafts on the Columbia river, and
on these he erected a house and a
warehouse to keep -nets and boats,

chicken pens, and so on; he also made
a garden In which he raised enough
vegetables for the use of his family.
Soeby's farm and inn, floating serenely
on the water, soon became a favorite
headquarters for fishing parties. Hero
they were housed and fed, and at night

Soeby would play hie old violin for
their entertainment He also gave
music lessons. The "farm" was moored
in front of the property of C. E. de
Long, who charged Soeby 50 cents a

month rental. When Soeby did not
pay his rent for two years De Long

secured a judgment and a writ of ejec-
tion from the Judge of the superior
court, but when the sheriff attempted
to enforce the order the water was
too low to move the rafts. Recently,

after a freshet, the water rose, and
George Johnson, deputy sheriff, was
seat to remove Soeby'e property. He
hired a river steamer and crew of half
a dozen men, pulled up the anchors of
the rafts and towed this unique float-
ing habitation half a mile down the
stream, where it was anchored, and
where Jens and his wife still live.

How the Turkey Came to Be
Bald

The Indians in our country have
many legends connected with certain
peculiar habita or customs prevalent
among them, eaye the St. Paul Pioneer
Press. Ifone should chance to visit the
home of an old Indian he would perhaps
notice a turkey wine; hanging near the
fire.

This the Indian uses to fan his flre
into a flame and make It burn brightly,
or perhaps in the sultry days of sum-
mer to fan himself. Ifasked why he
uses the turkey wins; Instead of the
wing of any other bird he would no
doubt relate the following story:

Many years ago the flre of the world
was nearly extinguished; this happened
Just at the beginning of the winter sea-
son. The birds of the air were filled
with anxiety, for their Intuition fold
them they would need heat to keep them
warm through the Winter.

A bird council was held and It was
decided that birds which could fly the
highest should soar Into the air and see
if they -could find a spark of flre any-
where. The efforts of the eagle, lark
and raven were in vain. The honor was
left to the little brown sparrow, who
spied a spark of fire la the hollow of an
old stump in the heart of a deep forest.

The birds flocked around the stump
and tried to decide who should pick the

? spark out But all their efforts were In
vain; to their dismay they saw the
spark growing smaller and fainter. The
turkey then volunteered to try to keep
the tiny coal alive by fanning it with
his wings. Day after day the turkey
kei>t fanning; the heat became greater
each day until the'feathers were singed
oft the turkey's head. If one notices
carefully he will see lumps on the head
of a turkey that appear as blisters.

It is believed that the turkey was so
badly burned that all turkeys since
have had bald heads and wear the blis-
ters as a memento of the bravery of the
turkey. The faithful turkey lost his
beautiful feathers, but he gave back the
flre to the world; so In his honor, and
as a memorial of his faithfulness the
Indian uses the turkey wing to make
his Ore burn.

Statue With Umbrella
Some poor art la to be seen in thla

country in the ahape of statues dedi-
cated to the memory of great men,but no American enormity in this line
quite equals that which was perpe-
trated by an English aculptor for the
town of Reading;, says the New York
Sun.

When the fellow townamen of a cer-
tain George Palmer of that place de-cided to honor hie memory they de-termined upon a bronie atatue of Pal-mer, which should be not merely aportrait aa to features, but a correctpresentment of him as he appeared
among: them every day. Accordingly
the stranger in Reading is startled bythe most unconventional of statueswith every crease and wrinkle of thehomely attire of the original repro-
duced. .

To complete the effect, the statue isbareheaded, with silk hat and um-brella in hand. It is thought that thisis the only Instance in which the neces-sary but not entirely beautiful um-brella has been reproduced in bronze

Pennsylvania Lemon Grower
Miss Eliza J. Balrd, who lives nearUnlonvillt, I\u03b2 bavins success . In raisinglemons ana oranges at home. She hasexhibited two Immense lemons oneweighing; a pound and a quarter andmeasuring: 13% Inches mound, and theother weighing a pound and measur-ing 12% Inches arbund. They weregrown at her home on a tree which isfive or six years' did and five feet high

Miss Balrd has two fig tr>es fromwhich sho gathered gbod figa last year
?Philadelphia Record.
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